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DESCENDING frorn our agrceible Emi* 
nence into the Plain, wc were condufted by 
our Guide round about the Gardens to the 
Eaft Gate of the City, which was nearcft to 
the Latm Convent, where we propofed to lodge du? 
ring our Stay at Damafius. As we pafs'd betweea 
the Gardens, wc obferv'd their Method of (couring 
the Channels, which, is done by putting a great Bough 
of a Tree into the Water, and dragging it along by 
a Yoke of Oxen. The Drivct fits or ftands upon th^ 
Bough, as well to prefs it down, as to drive the 
Beafts; and thus they both cleanfe the Bottom, and 
fatten the Water by ftirring up the Mud, fo as to ren- 
der it of greater Advantage to the Gardens. We al- 
fo admired the fingular Structure of the Garden- 
Walls, which coniift of huge Piece*- <pf Earth, Ihap'd 
like Bricks, and harden in the Sun* They are each 

yoL.iiL N^jqcxm a oi 



2 Hie ytLJ^y JLS of [Turkey. 

of them two Yards long, one in Breadth, and half 
a Yard thick. Two Rows of thefe placed edge- ways, 
^ne upon another^ form the ufual Inclofures in this 
Country. 

As to the River Barrady^ after it has largely con- 
tributed to the Beauty and Fertility of the Fields and 
Gardens about Damafcus^ wherein it lofcs great Part 
Df its Waters, the fmall Remnanr that efcapes is again 
united in one Chaonel, on the South-Eaft Side of the 
City; and after a Coiufe of a few Hours, it is finally 
Joft in a Morafe, without ever arriving at the Sea. - It 
is well known that the Greeks j and from them the Ro* 
fnans^ callM this River CbryfirrboaSy which is as much 
as to fay, the Golden River ; but as for thofc Rivers 
pf Damajcus call'd Alcana and Pbarpary whereof men- 
tion is made in 2 JCfisg-j y. 12, there arc po Traces of 
any fuch Names remaining, nor can we tell where to 
find them, unlefs two Branches of the Barrady were 
anciently fo call'd, as it fecms reafbnable to conje- 
(fturc. 

On the 28th of February^ about Noon, we arriv'd 
at the Eaft Gate of Damafcus^ and went immediately 
to the Latin Convent, where we were kindly received 
by the Superior, a Native of Aix in Provence. Our 
firft Bufinefi was to make a Prefcnt to the Turkifo 
Beglerbeg or Vkcroy, to pave the Way for a Vific 
we intended to make him*^ in order to procure hit 



. * '' It ii omrited msdvil, txp 
'* Mr. MmtMdreil, to vifit in this 
^ Country without an Offering 
•* in hand. All great Men%x- 
«« ped it as a kind of Tribute 
« due to their Character and 
f* Authority, and look up- 
'' on thcmfelves as affront^, 
** and indeed defrauded, when 
'* thb Compliment is omitted. 
^* Even in ^miliar Vifiti a- 
f AODfll iafitiior Peo^K*, yo« 



** flat) feldon have them come 
^ without bringing a Fbwer, 
^ or an Orange, Or fome other 
«« fuch Toktti of their Rcfpeft 
** to the Perfon vifited^ the 
** Turks in this Point keepmg up 
** the ancient oriental Cuibom 
" hinted, i Sam, ix. 7. 1/ w# 
'* /«> (&ys Stml) nubatJhuU nvi 
•^MugtbiMmnffGwir tfjtni 
** is mi m Pnfint^ dx. which 
^ Words art queftionkfs to be 
Favour 
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l^avour and Prote£Hon whilft we continued in this 
City ; for the Damafcens are a bigottcd and inibleni 
People, and have a ftrange Avexiion to the Eurcpeaik 
Chrii^ians, finom whom therefore we had Reafbn toeic- 
peft fome injurious Treatment. We fiiCQeeded in oir 
Application to the Turkifi Governor according to our 
wifhes, who gave Orders to an Officer of the Janl- 
'taries to kt two of that Body attend us wherever 
we went, and [JTevent our being infiiltcd or molcfbed 
by the Populace. 

Thus guarded, we walkM out to take a View oF 
the City, the Streets whereof are narrow, as is udial in 
hot Countries, ahd the Houfes built of Brick hardened 
by the Heat of the Sun, or only common Clay, in at 
tearle a manner as the vileft Cbttages, notwidiftand- 
ing they haVe Plenty of good Stone in the adjacent 
Mountains. This dirty way of building is attended 
with an Inconvenience which we were made fenfib!fe 
t>f by Experience i namely, that upon any hafly 
Shower fb much Mud is wa(h*d from the Sides of the 
Houfes, as makes the Streets intolerably nafty. It 
leems ffaiangej that People fliouki affeA fuch mean 
Buildings, when they have Materials at hand fit for 
the nobleft Struftures ; but the Turks think it to little 
purpofe to buikl durable Houfes, in which their Tew 
nure is fb very precarious ; and feem particularly averfe 
to making an oiitfide Shew, left it fhould prove a 
Temptation to their Superiors to deprive them of 
<heir Pofleffions. The Doors, however, are adom'd 
with MarUe Portals ; and the Infide of the Building! 
elegant enough, for there we itfuall^ find a large fquare 
Court, beautified with Variety of fragrant Trees, Flo\t- 
ers, and Fountains, and furrounded with fplendid A- 
partments and Sofa's, where the Turks cati drink^ 
imoke, receive Vifits, and loll «t their Eafe, taking 

" underilood in Conformity to '' and not to a Price of Divina* 
^ duB Eaftcni CuOom, as rek- ''don.'* P%.\6. 
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6 • "Ths Travils of [Turkey. 

ibr it 1) uflitt with great Men among the Mdhmetdni- 
to leave a Stun of Money at thetr Death for certain 
^yers to be repeated at their Sepulchres. 

It would be ^ious, and abnoft endlefs, todeferibe 
att the Mofques in Damafcus % I (hall therefore pnly 
niendon one more, which is commonly caU'd the^r^M 
Mofqufj becaufe it has a Steeple or Minaret faced with 
green glazed Bricks^ that make a very Ihinirtg and 
s^reeable Appe^ance. This Mofque has a large Court 
or Area before it, the Pivcment df which is admira* 
bte; and in the Middle of it is a fifie Fountain or 
Bafon of Water. At one End of it is a Portico fup- 
ported by eight Marble Pillars of the Corinthian Or-- 
pcr^ the fix inner ones whereof are fluted. Thefc 
eight Pillars fupport fo many litde Domes coreM with 
Lpad, which form the Top of the Portico, fix)m whence 
we enter the Mofque by three (lately Doors, adom'd 
with excellent Sculptures. 

Ther« are a great many BdsSarSj that is, Exchan- 
ges, or Market-places, in DmnafcuSj which are large 
Buildings roof'-d over, with Shops on each Side, and 
Bioft of them take their Names iFrom the Commodi- 

S'ss that are fold in them, as the Bazar of S^nffsj the 
azar of Saddles^ &c. The largeft of thefc Stru6hiPes, 
if I remember right, has a high-ridged Timber Roof, 
iipported by Stone Arches at convenient Dlflances, 
and is call'd Siname^ from Its Founder Sinan^ a Balhaw 
of Damafcus^ who has left feveMi other publick Mo- 
fiurtients of his Gcnerofity in different Parts of the 
^urkijb Empire. I'hefe Bazars are generally crowded 
with People, the City being a Place of confiderable 
Trade; but they have nothing elfe in them, that de- 
serves the Attention of a Traveller. 
• CfNB Day we took a Walk into the ylger Bmnafeer 
fW, a long bcaunfol Meadow on the Weft Side of 
the City, divided in the Middle by the main Stream 
^f the River B^itraiy. This Meadow is callM the 
J^idan by the Xnrksy and is not only taken notice. of 
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en account of its Pleafinmefi, being encompafi'd with 
delightful Gardens, but is remarkable for a Tradition 
current at ^atnafns^ that God made Adam of the 
Earth of this Field ; and the very Spot where this 
was done is diftinguifliM by a little Pillar iix*d in the 
Ground. 

Adjoining to dils Meadow ftands the MoreJlMy a 
large Hofpital founded by Sofytnan the Second, for the 
Accommodation of poor Pilgrims of all Religions. 
Having entered it, we find ourfelves in a pleafant 
Iquare Cburt, on one Side whereof is a (lately Molque^ 
with a large Dome in the Middle of it, and a hand- 
ibme Minaret at each End, all covered with Lead; ai 
are likewiic the Domes over its Pordco, which are fup 
ported by lofty Marble Pillars. On the Side of tn6 
Square oppofite to the Moique are the Kitchens, and 
on each hand are Cloyfters and Lodgings of no ordi* 
nary Stru6hire. 

In our way homewards we pafs'd by a great Houfe 
where they make vafl: Quantities of Bilcuit for the Ufe 
of the AUb^meUm Pilgrims i two hundred Camels be* 
ing annually loaded with it at Damafcus^ and as many 
with Water, at the Expence of the Grand S]gnior,ttf 
be diftributed among die Poor, as they have occafion 
for it, in their Journey from thence to Mu€S. Soon 
after this we m^M the Horfe-Market, where there 
is a Stone about five Foot high, concerning which 
. the S'nrks have a Tnulition, that if ever it fhall be 
covered with Water, Damafcus will be taken; and this 
is no Impoflibitity, for the Place is liable enough ta 
Inundations. 

Thi next thing that attraAed our Sight was a very 
beautifiil Bagnb, and not far from it a large Coffee* 
houfe, capable of entertaining four or five hundred 
People. One Aut of it, deUgnM for the Reception 
of Guefts in the Summer, is a fmall Ifland, furround* 
ed with a fwift Stream^ where they fit under the Shade 
9C Trees »nd Maits^ and regale thcmiclvea in ik cotoft 

A 4 «^\scaic^ 
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agreeable Manner. There are fevera! other handfome 
0)fFee-houfcs about Damafcus^ but the Turks chiefly 
refort to fuch as are (haded with Trees, and have lit- 
tle Streams or Canals near them ; nothing delighting 
them more than Greens and Water, which^ according 
to one of their Proverbs, with the Addition of a beau- 
tiful Face, are able to banifli the moft obftinate Me« 
lancholy. 

There are fevcral other Curiolities, real or fiftiti- 
ous, in the City of Damafcus and its Neighbourhood, 
which I muft not forget to mention. Ctae of them, 
to which Travellers are ufually firft condnfted, i$ the 
Houfe of Ananiasy or the Place where he is faid to 
have livM, when God commanded him in a Vifion to 
go to SauU ^ is related in the ASs of the Apoftles*. 
It is a Cell or Grotto, to which we defcend by thir- 
teen or fourteen Steps» and is as light as can be ex- 
pe£ted for fuch a mbterraneous Manfion. There is 
nothing remarkable in k at prelent, except ibme fmall 
Remains of a Mofaic Pavement, and an Altar that 
has condnued there ever fince it was a Place of Chri« 
itian Worfhip; near which there is now a Turkifi 
Oratory. 

The Street call'd Straight^ in the Alts-^^ ftills re- 
tains the fame Name at Damafcus. It is about half 
% Mile in length, running through the City from 
Eaft to Weft, and is fo very narrow, with the Houfes 
jurting over in feveral Places, that the greateft Part of 
it is dark and difagreeable, and one cannot fee di- 
ftin£lly from one End of it to the other. In this 
Street they Ihew us the Houfe of Judasy with whom 
St. Patd lodged, and where he was rcftor*d to Sight 
by Ananias X ; and in the fame Houfe they pretend to 
have //««wj's Tomb, which is raifed ^ainft the Wall, 
and cover'd with a green Cloth j but how he came to be 

• Ms IX. lo, II, (^r. X il/V.andwr. 17, i8. 

f Cbaf. ix. I X. 

buried 
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buried theiie».we could neidier guefs, nor get any In* 
formation. However, the Turks have a great Venc- 
Wion for this Tomb, and maintain a Lamp always 
burning over it; but perhaps their RefpeA is founded 
in their Intereft, for they receive an Acknowledg- 
ment from every Frank who vilits theie facred Apart- 
ments. 

About half a Mile Eaftward from the Qty, they 
flicw us the Place of St. PauFs Vifion in his Way to 
Damaf€us*j by which he was miraculoufly converted. 
And fomewhat nearer the Town we fee a fmall Tim- 
ber Indofure, with an Altar in the Middle of it, where 
we aie told the Apoftle refted after he had loft h» 
Sight, and was led towards Damafcus by his Compa- 
nions f. They likewiie fhew us a Gate, which is at 
{xefent wall'd up, where it b faid St. Paul was let 
down in a Bafkett, to av(Md the Fury of the Jews 
who lay in wait for his Life. I know not whether 
the Turks have ftopp*d up this Gate on account of ic» 
Vicinity to the Eaftern one, which renders it of little 
Ufe; or becaufe of a Tradition they have, that the 
City will never be taken by any other Entrance. 

The mention of St. PauPs Deliverance puts me in 
mind of a Place not far from the Walls of the City, 
where they tell us that the Jews ftoned to Death St. 
George the Porter, for having favoured the Apoftle's 
Efcape. Here we are (hewn the Tomb of this Saint, 
whidi ftands in the Middle of a fort of Court, and is 
composed of Free-ftone, having a little Pavilion e* 
re&ed over it m form of a Pyramid. The Chriftians 
conmionly keep a Lamp burning at this Sepulchre, 
and vifit it with great Etevotion; and even the Turks 
in Ibme meafure imitate the Example, repairing thi- 
ther, as well as the Chriftians, for the Cure of their 

• JSi ix. 3, tf/eff t ^'. w- « J- 

f jffi ix. a, 
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i^fal Di&afesy which thdy ackAovriedgfi they often- 
times miraculouAy obtain. 

. The Weather being feir and pleaiant, we iet out 
fraok our Consent one Morning to fpend a Day a- 
mm%^ the Gardens, where we met with a great deal 
of Plcafvire and Entertainment. As we did not pro* 
pofe to go above a Mile or two, we chofe to walk on. 
Foot, rather than hii^ Aflfes to carry us ; for fuch is 
the Infolence of the ^urks at Damafeus^ that they wiff 
iiot iWfer a Frank to fide on Horfeback, when he goes 
|o fee the Gardens or other Curioiities without the 
Cityt but he muft either walk on Foot or ride lipon 
an Ais; and accordingly there are always hackney 
hSk^ ^nd ready equipped in the Streets, to be letc 
upon the^ OccaHons. The Rider need not ufe either 
Whip or Spur \ for when he is mounted, the Mailer 
tof the Beaft, or his Servant^ follows him wherever 
be goes, and forces him along with a Goad, ib that 
the poor Als performs his Stage in lefs Time than 
could be expected from fo fluggifti a Creature. 
. The Place where we fpent this Day afllbrded us a 
very agreeable Summer-houfe, with a plentiful Stream 
?c>f Water running throi^h the Garden, and formM in- 
to fcverai Fountains. The Garden was ftiHof Fruit- 
trees of various Kinds, particularly of the Plum that 
^akes its. Name from this City, txing called a Dam- 
fin or Damafcem by the Englifb^ and Prunum Da- 
majcmm^ in Laiin^ The Trees are planted without 
9ny Art or Orders and fuch are all the Gardens, or 
rather Orchsirds, hereabouts \ only with this Difference, 
diat fome ^ them have more elegant and fplendid 
Summer-houfes than others, and are adorned with a 
grater Variety o^ Fountains and other Water- Works. 

Having hired Afles, we made another Excurfiorw 
to SiJonaia^ a Greek Convent about four Hours North- 
ward from Damafcui^ fituate on the taFther Skie of 
a large Valley, and on* a fteep Rocik, wherein Steps 
i|i^ cut all the way up to it^ withoyc which it woukl| 
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be inacceffible. The Houfe is encompafs'd by z 
pretty ftrone Wall, but is itfelf a very mean Stru£hire^ 
and has nothing in it remarkable, except the excellent 
Wine that is made by its Inhabitants. It is laid to 
have been founded and endowed by the Emperor Ji^ 
fihUant and is at prefent poflefs'd by about twenty 
Greek Monks and thirty or forty Nuns who feem to 
live promifcuouQy together as in one Family, wi(houc 
any Order or Separation*. 

This Rock, one may reafbnably preflime, was an- 
piently eftecm'd a very iacred Place, for within a litr 
tie Compais round about it, we find no leis than fix- 
feen Churches or Oratories, dedicated to fome Saint 
or other ; but moftof them are now in a ruinous Con- 
dition. On the Eaft Side of the Rock is an ancient 
Sepulchre, beins a Cavity about eight Yards fquaiVy' 
Kolk)w*d out of the folid Stone, and having ten or 
twelve Coffins of Graves cut in its Sides, wherejn 
dead Bodies have been depofited. Over the Entrance 
are three Niches, each containing two Statues as big^ 
as the life, with fome mangled and obfcure Greek In- 
fcripdons upon the Pedeftals. 

It is related by the Monks of this Convent, that 
having formerly in their Chapel a little Fidhire of the 
Bleflfed Virgin, much reforted to by her Votaries, and 
bmous for the many miraculous Cures and Blefllngs 
obtained in anfwer to their Prayers, it happened tlut 
a facriiegious Rogue took an Opportunity to fteal ic 
away ; but he had not kept it long, before he obferyM 
It was Aietamorphofed into real Flefh and Bones, ac 
which he was in fuch a Confternation, that he carried 
it back in hafte to the right Owners, confefTing hia 
trime, and empbring their Forgivenefi. l*he good 

^ Such a Retiremeiit, as one tification i and poffibtyfewPeo- 

fbfcnrei, with good Wine, a- pie would think it a Hardfliip to 

meaUc Compaay, and fine bethiitbani(b*dfroaii therattof 

WoBCa, caabeaoereatMor^ tlic World, 
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Fathers having recovered this precious Treafurc, now 
become dill more valuable on account of the laft Mi- 
racle, in order to prevent its ever being ftolen again, 
depoiited the Body, as they tell us, in a Chefl: of Stone, 
and placed it in a Cavity in the Wall behind the Al- 
tar, fixing an Iron Grate before it for its greater $e- 
curity. Upon this Grate are hung abundance of lit- 
tle Trinkets, the Offerings of People who have paid 
their Devotions at this Shrine, and afcribe the Succefs. 
of their Prayers to the Interceflion of the BleflTed Vir- 
gin. The Monk^ alfo place a fmall Silver Bafon un- 
der the Chefl that contains this facred Depofit, from 
whence they pretend there diftils an holy Oil, of great 
Efiicacy in curing all diforders incident to the Eyes, 
and many other Diftempers.— Unhappy State of Chri- 
ftianity in thefc Parts! What mufl the Turks and o- 
thcr Infidels think of a Religion, where the Frauds atxi 
Follies of its Votaries are fo glaring and notorious? 

Tri Soil about Damafcus^ as in moft Parts of Sy- 
risj is fruitful, producing Plenty of Wheat; and their 
Vineyards yield abundance of Grapes, which grow in 
very large Clutters : but their Wines in general are 
not well f)avdur*d, though they arc flrong and intoxi- 
cating. The Country abounds with Variety of Game^ 
and Ftovifions of alt Kinds are tolerably cheap, con- 
iklering that the Place is extremely populous, the Su- 
burbs being much larger than the City itfelf. The 
Sheep hereabouts are large, and their Tails of a pro- 
digious Sieze, furpafling thofe I took notice of near 
Smyrna 'y but, in my Opinion, their Flefh is not half 
fo fweet as our Et^lijh Mutton. 

The greatefl Part of the Inhabitants of Datnafim 
are ^urks^ who generally keep a Garrifon in it of 
three or four thoufand Janizaries. The City has eight 
Gates» and is encompafs'd with a good Wall, double 
in fome Places, and flank'd with round or fbuare, 
Towers at convenient Diflances. The Patriarch of 
AntiQcb ufually refides here, and about fifteen hun- 
dred 
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dred Perlbns of the Gredi Communion : The reft of 
the Inhabitants are Maronites^ Armemans^ J^^s^ aod 
fome Latins^ who have their refpe^ive Churches, or 
Places of Divine Worfhip ; except the Latins^ who 
fay Mais in a Church of the Maromtes^ 

As to the Trade of Damafcus^ it is very confide- 
rable, as I before obferv'd, and its Artificers are ex- 
ceeding numerous, many thoufaods being emplojr'd io 
making Sword-blades*, Knives, and all Manner of 
fine Ucenlils of Iron and Steel, the Water here beiag 
efteem'd excellent for tempering their Metal. Th^ 
Branching of the filken StuBs, from hence called Da-^ 
maflts^ is another Manufafture in which thefe People 
excel ; and they make great Quantities of Soap. Raw 
and wrought Silks, fbme Cotton, Wine and Rofis 
Water, made of the Damafk Rofes which grow here 



* The Artificers of Dtumi/cms 
are alio thoroughly ikill*d in the 
Art of adorning Iron, Steel, 
&c. by making Incifions there* 
in, and filling them up with 
Gold or Silver Wire, chiefly 
ufed in enriching Sword-blades, 
Goards ind Gnpes, Locks of 
Piflols, and the like. Henoe 
this Art is called DammfettmMg^ 
hanng had its Rife at Diuuifcus^ 
or at leaft been prafUfed there 
initsgreateft Perfe6lion. Da- 
maibwlfing is partly Moiaic 
Work, partly Engraving, and 
partly Carvuig: As Moiaic 
Woik, it coniSb of Pieces in- 
laid ; as Engraving, the Metal 
is indented, or cut en €rmx ; 
and as Carving, Gold and SUver 
are wrought therein in ReUtvo. 
There are two Ways of damaf- 
keening: Jn the firft, which 
is the moft beautiful, the Artill 
Oils into the Metal wi(h a Cra- 



,ver or other proper Tool, lai 
afterwards fills up the InciiioM 
with a pretty thick Silver or 
Gold Wire; the Incifions beii^ 
made in the Dovetail Forai^ 
that the Wire, which \& thraft 
forcibly into them, may adhere 
the more ftrongly. The fecond 
Method, which is enly fupeifi- 
dal, but is the more uftal, it 
thus: Having heated the Sted 
till it changes to a violet or Uap 
Colour, they make Hatches ot 
Strokes acrofs it with a Knifc 
fuch as is ufed in the makii^ of 
finall Files ; and then draw che 
Defign, or Ornament intended, 
on this Hatching with a fine 
brafs Point or Bodkin ; after 
which, they take fine GoM 
Wire, and conducing or chiC> 
ing it according to the Figures 
already defign*d, they fmk it 
carefully with a Copper Tool 
into the Hatches of the MetaL ' 
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plentifully, arc the principal Mcrchandifcs brought 
from Damafcus. It is al(b famolis for the fineft A- 
labafter, and for a red foft Earth found in the /fg& 
DamafcenuSy faid to be a fovcrcign Remedy for a 
frafturM Bone, or the Bite of a venomous Animal •, 
i)ut whether thefe Virtues are more to be depended 
iftjon than the Tradition of Adam's Formation in that 
!tield, I (hall not take upon me to determine. 

The Mention of the Formation of Adam brings ta 
my Remembrance a Difpute we had one Evening with 
the Superior of the Convent where we lodged, con- 
cerning the Situation of the terrefirial Paradife^ or Gar- 
den of Eden ; which the good Man, contrary to the 
Sentiments of all the reft of the Company, would 
needs place in the Neighbourhood of Damafcus. From 
hence I took occafion, at my leifure Hours, to digeft 
as well as poflible what was advanced by every Per- 
fpn who had a Share in the Difcourfe; and fince that 
Time I have likewife diligently ezamin'd the feveral 
Opinions of the mofl learned Writers on this SubjeA; 
fo that I hope to be able to give the Reader a clear 
•View of the whole Controverfyj and to point out to 
him the delightful Place of Abode allotted to ourfirft 
Parents in their State of Happinefs and Innocence. 

It is well known what a Variety of extravagant 
Notions have been entertained concerning a local Pa- 
radife, the Subjeft of our prefent Enquiry. Several 
of the primitive Fathers believed there never was any 
fuch thing, interpreting in an allegorical Senfe what*^ 
ever is fpoken of it in Scripture. Others, who allow'd 
the Reality of a Paradife, have rambled fo far from 
the facred Text, as to exclude it from any Part of the 
terreftrial Globe. They have placed it in the third 
Heaven, within the Orb of the Moon, in the Moon 
itfclt, in the middle Region of the Air, &?r. And of 
thofe who allow it a Situation in this fublunary World, 
fome have carried it into a far diftant Country, Quite 
remgv'd from the Knowledge of Men > otlicrs have 

fix'ct 
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fixM it under the North Pole*, and others have af- 
fign'd it the Place at prefent poflefsM by tlie Cafpian 
Sea\ with many more Extravagancies of the like Na- 
ture, which have been colleftcd by fcveral Authors^ 
fonie of whom have thought it wortli while to give 
fuch Reveries a fcrious Anfwer. 

Even the more rational Sort of Enquirers a&ertbs 

tcrreftrial Paradife are ftrangely divided in their Opi* 

flions, almoft every Corner of the Earth having been 

ranfackM in Search of. this wonderful Garden. Jc 

has been lookM for in Tar^ary^ in China^ in the Me of 

Qylon^ in PerJiOj in Amima^ in Mefopotamia^ in CSSw/- 

deaj in Arabia^ m fdlefiine^ in Lyria^ in Eibiopia^ and 

(which feems as much out of the way as any) even ii| 

Sweden. Laftly, fome have concluded^ that therp 

f^ever was originally any Place upon oik* Globe of pc^ 

culiar and fuperlative Beauty, but that the whole Earth, 

in its primitive State, was equally paradifiacal ; thd? 

Mofes^ in his Account of Paradife, only puts a Par? 

for the Whole, the better to accommodate it to hi^ 

Reader's Conception ; or that, if ever there were fucl^ 

a beautiful Place upon the Earth, the violent Concuf* 

fions which happcri*d at the Deluge have fo entirely 

changed the Pace of Nature, thai: it is almoft impofll- 

ble at prefent to find it out. 

This Diverfity of Opinions proceeds partly front 
that Humour wnich prevaiPd in the early Ages of 
Chriftianity, of allegorizing all Paflages of Scripture 
that appeared difficult to be underftood \ and partly 
from the little Agreement to be found between the 
Geography of Mofes2iXi6i that of the Heathen Authors, 
whofc Imperfeftions are not yet perhaps fufficicmly 
fupplied to give us much AfTiftance to determine the 
AJtair in queftion. As for the Jcws^ from whom we 

• This was the Opmion of the Ecliptic or Sun's Way at ^ik 

p0y7rZAvi, which he grounded crois'd the Equator at Right 

upon an ancient Tradition of the Angles, and fo pafs'd diredly 

fg^tiam ukL ialfj/oMm, that Qvctthi; JrSii Pole, 
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might naturally expeft (bme Light into Matters that 
concern their own Antdquities, they are utterly igno- 
rant of the Geogra,phv of their Bible, and have run 
aftray as much as other Nations in their Defcrip- 
tions of Paradife ; Jofepbusj and all the reft of their 
Authors, fuppofing the Ganges and the Nile to be 
two of its four Rivers, in which they have been fol« 
low'd almoft unanimoufly by the Chriftian Fathers. 

There are feveral Places which bear the Name of 
EJeftj two whereof we find mention*d in Scripture^ 
befides that in the Mofaical I>efcription, viz. one in 
Syris^j and the other in Chaldea about Telajfar f^ 
which perhaps may be the &me with that of Mofes. 
I have already mentioned an Eden near Tripoli \ and 
we are told of an Ifland in the Tigris fo call'd by 
the People of the Country. There is a City near 
Tisrfus inCilicia ftillcalPd Adena^ and Adenis a noted 
one on the Coaft oi Arabia Felix -^ for Eden or Aden 
fignifying Pleafure^ that Name was given to Places 
remarkable for the Delightfuln^ls of their Situation, 
confider'd either in thcmfelves, or comparatively with 
the adjacent Country ; which lafl: feems to be the Cafe 
of Aden in Arabia. 

But let us confider the Delcription of Eden given 
us by Mofes^ which is as follows : And the Lord God 
planted a garden eaftward in Eden : — And a river went 
cut of Eden to water the garden ; and from thence it was 
partedy and became into four Heads. The name of the 
firfi is Pifon j that is it which compajfetb the whole land 
of Havilaby where there is gold. And the gold of that 
land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx-Jione. And 
the name of the fecond river is Gihon : the fame is it 
that compajfeth the whole land of Ethiopia [or Cufh]. 
And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it 

X»val 12, 
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fei/Vi& goetb toward the eafi of (or eaftward to] AJfy-- 
Via. And the fourth river is Euphrates J. 

To me it appears evident from this Account, that 
Mofes had no imaginary Paradife in View, but a Por- 
tion of this habitable Earth, bounded by Countries and 
Rivers, very well known in his Time by the Namci 
he gives thfeni, and; as appears from Scripture, for 
many Ages after. Can we doubt that Eden is a real 
Country, any more than Ardret where the Ark reftcd; 
and Sbinar whither the Sons of Noch removed after 
the Flood ? We find it mentiori'd as fiich in Script 
ture, as often as the other two ; and there is the more 
Reaibn to believe it, becaufe the Scenes of thefe three 
remarkable Events are laid in the NeighboUrhckxi of 
one another by the facred Hiftorian. 

As to the Suppofition, thit a ver^ gredt Change 
was madb in the Face of Countries, and the Courfe 
of Rivers by the Violence of the Deluge, it feems to 
be nojuft Difcouragement to an Enquiry after the 
Place of the terreftrial Paradife; for it cannot be 
thought, that MofeSy who wrote 850 Years after the 
Flood, would have given us fuch a particular Defcrip- 
tion of the Garden of Eden^ if there had been no 
Marks or Ifidications of it then remaining, Befides, 
he does hot make ufe of antediluvian Names in his 
Account of Paradife -, for the Names of the Rivers, 
and the Countries adjacent, Cw/S*, Havilahy &?r: 
arc of a later Date than the Flood : So that it appears 

% Gen.jl. 8, lo. It, i2, 13, ral others into a Miftakc, that 

14. the River Giifon was the Ai7/iii 

• Our Tntoflitors have often Egypt; and fuppofing withal, 

fwcrved from the original He- that the Country of Uavilalf 

brew to follow the Seftuagini, wasfomePart of the£tf/?-/«^//» 

and here in particular have ren- they have r^iii into janothcr Er- 

derM the Word C^ (which ror; and taken Pi/on fot thcf 

Cbuntrjr was fo call'd from C«/& Gu7;£€s ; whereby they make 

the Father of .Nimrod,, firll the Garden of Eiiin contain the 

Founder of t^e Affyriam^ Monar- greatcft Part of JJtay and fomc 

%) by the Nanle pf Ethiottai Part of Jfrha likewift, whfchc 

which bos led 7e4Mdi ifld itttf- is a Suppoftuon qpte te<tt«aftfc; 
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to have been the Intention of Mofes^ to give us, ac« 
cording to the Geography of hi$ Times, fome Hints 
of the Place where Eden and the Garden of Paradife 
were fituated in the former World ; and which, I 
doubt not, may ftill be dilcover'd by carefully attend* 
ing to his Defcription. 

Some eminent modern Writers, deceived by the 
Affinity of Names, h4ve fuppofed they found the 
Name of the Pifon preferv^d in the Pafi-Tigrisy or ra- 
ther ("as they would have it, to favour their Hypothe- 
cs) the PifO'TigriSj whilft others take for granted thtt 
it is |he Pbqfis, as they conclude the Jras to be the 
GiboM^ from the Conformity of the Significadon ; 
both thofe Terms being ufed by the Perjlans to figni- 
fy any great River in general. But if fuch ConjeAures 
j^ as thefe were to be taken for folid Arguments, Eden 

! might be difcovcr'd any where, and every where, 

\ fince a Conformity of Names, either in Sound or Sig- 

] nification, may be found in all Countries ; and if that 

j Sort of Proof be admitted, unlefs under proper Re- 

j ftridions, it will be no difficult Matter to prove that 

America was peopled by the immediate Defendants of 
Noab^ as fome have ventur'd to affirm. 
' Thb Words Bdolab and Sbobam^ in the Mofaical 

\ Delcription of Eden^ which our Tranflator, have ren- 

der*d Bdellium and Oftfx-fione^ afford us but little light 
in our Enquiry ; for being unknown Names, as well 
as Havilahy the Country which is laid to produce them» 
they are interpreted by every one fo as to favour the 
puticular Scheme he efpoufes. Thus Edolab by fome 
Kas been rendered Bdellium ; by others the Carbuncle^ 
the Loadftoney the Oleafier \ and thofe who place Pa- 
radife in Armema will have it to be Cryftalj m which 
Country that Stone is to be found Others, who fix 
it in Obaldea^ infift that it fignifies Pearly which is 
fifli'd in great Quanrities about Baiaren or BabretHy 
an lOand on the Arabian Coaft in the Perfian Gulph ; 
upon which Coaft^ according to this Hygothelisy we 

arc 
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ire to pjace die Lud of HamUAs And indeed thii 
Conjedure feepis to come neareft the Truth, finco 
Manna is compared in Scripture to the Bd&lab fbr 
Colour*, and the Tabmuiifts defcribe Manna to be rom^ 
as Coriander-Seed, and white as Peitrls. In like man* 
ner the Word Sbobum is made by fome Authors to fig* 
nify the Bajh 4nd the Emerald \ perhaps with as lit^ 
Propriery as it is rendered in our Bibles the Oiffyx-ftonf^ 
which Tranflaaon is condemned by feveral leameq 
Men, and particularly the famous B^^^jr/, whofeSkifl 
in the Oriental Languages is univeriklly acknow« 
ledged. 

Of the various Opinions concerning the Situation} 
of Paradiie, there are three which princij^lly obtaiti 
amongft the Learned, and which are the only ones 
that defbve our Attention. The firft, which places 
Paradiie near Dama/cus in Syria^ though patroni^ 
ty great Namesf, feems to have the leaf Foundation; 
for the Garden of Eden is to be ibg^ht for Eaftward 
from the Place where MB/es wrote his Hiftory, which 
was probably in Jra^a Petraa^ whereas Sprin ^ies 
Nortn of that Country. But we need no other Reaibn 
fbr rcjefting this .Scheme, but its being deftitute, as it 
really is, of all die Marks fpccified in the Mofaia^ 
Deicription, which ought always to be t^ principa) 
Teflk in this Enquiry. 

Thb fccond Hypothefisjdaccs Eden in Armema^^ 
between the Sources of the figr'iSy the Eufbratts^ the* 
Araxesy and the Phafis % but is not much better fiip-' 
ported than the firft, though efjpoufed by Men epu- 
nent for their Skill in Geography % : For, according] 
CO modem Diicovcries» the Pbafis does not rife b the' 

* NmA.id.7. % The greateft Abettors of. 

'\ Its chief Patrons are Hin^ this Scheme arc Saxfin in his 

d^er in his Hi^m-. fatrwrtb. Jitiu, lUlMt'uilkDiJ/irtMt.dk 

p.94. I^ Cbrc on C " '^ — « *^ ^ ^ , . ._ .^._ 

Bere Ahrmi$ in his Pi& 
fe/t. L. 2. and Fere 
h|his£d9iQDor^%; 



p. 94. I^ Clirc on Gm. iL 8. Situ Para£Ji, and CnSiirf in his- 
Bere Ahrmi$ in his Fbarm Vm. Diaionai^ and his Coouniencaqr 
9V/f . L. 2. and Fere Hardmn on Gtn. iv 9* 
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Mountains of Armenia^ near the Springs of the Eih 
fbrates^ the Araxes^ and the Tigris^ (as Strabo and o- 
ther ancient Geographers have wrongly inform'd us) 
but has its Source in Mount CaucafuSy and does, not 
flow from South to North, but from North to South : 
So that, according to this Scheme^ we want a whole 
River, except, inftead of the Pbafis^ we fubftitute the 
Kur^ which joins the Araxes before it falls into the 
Cafpian Sea. But to do Juftice to the Hypothefis un- 
der Examination, I find it efpoufed by an ingenious 
modem Traveller, I mean M. ^ournefort^ who alfo 
takes the Pbafis for Piforiy though he has not told us 
where that River rifes, or which way it fhapes its 
Courfe. After this Gendeman has rejefted the Scheme 
of his Countryman Bifhop Huet^ he lays down his 
own in the following Manner. 

" The Commentators upon Genejis^ fays he, even 
** thofe who keep moft clofely to the Letter, do not 
** think it neceffary, in order to aflign the Place of 
*' ParaJife, to find a River which divides itfelf into 
*' four Branches, becaufe of the great Alteration the 
** Deluge may have occafion'd j but think it fufficient 
** to fhew the Heads of the Rivers mentioned by 
^ Mofesy namely, the Euphrates^ Tigris., Pifcn^ and 
** Gibcn. It cannot therefore be doubted, but that 
•* Paradife mud have been in the Way between £r- 
**. xerum and Teflis^ if it be allowed to take the Pba- 
^ Jis for Pifon^ and the Araxes for Gibon. And then, 
*V not to remove Paradife too far from the Sources of 
*! thcfe Rivers, it muft of neceflity be placed in the 
•^ beautiful Vales of Georgia^ which furnifh Erzerum 
•* with all Kinds of Fruits. If we m^ fupp^fe it to 
•* have been a Place of confiderable Extent, and to 
•* have retained fome of its Beauties, notwithflanding 
•^ the Alterations made in the Earth at»the Flood,- 
*• and fuice that Time, I do not. know a finer Spot to 
*♦ which I can affign it, than the Country of the Tbrec: 
^* Churcbes^ a Town about twenty French Leagues di- 

•« ftSnt 
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•* ftant from the Heads of the Euphrates and Araxei^ 
** and almoft as many from the Pbafis. The Extent 
^ of Paradife muft at Icaft reach to the Hcad»of theft 
" Rivers ; and fo it will comprehend the ancient Mh 
•* diay and 'Psat of Armenia and Iberia: Or, if this be 
•* thought too large a Compafs, it may be eonfin'd 
•* only to Part of Jberia and Armenia^ that is, from 
*' Erzerum to Teflis -, for undoubtedly the Plain oi 
•* £rzfr«f» ought to be taken in, which is at the Head 
** of the Euphrates and Araxes. — Our learned Men 
** may judge as they pleafe ; but as I have never feen 
*^ a more beautiful Country than the Neighbourhood 
*' of the Three Churches^ I am ftrongly perfuaded it 
** is the Place where Adam and Eve were created.** 
Thefe are M. Toumefort*s Sentiments concerning the 
Situation of the Terreftrial Paradife ; but as* they 
feem chiefly grounded upon the Beauty of the Coun- 
try, which in other relbefts is far from anfwering th« 
Mofaical D^fcription of Eden^ they give us but little 
Satisfadion. 

The third Hypothefis, which appears the mod pro- 
bable, places Eden upon the united Stream of the 
Tigris and Euphrates^ calPd by the Arabs^ Sbat al 
Arab^ that is, the River of the Arabs \ which begins 
two Days Journey above Bajfora^ and about five Leagues 
below divides again into two Channels, that empty 
themfelves into the Perfian Gulph*. Thus the Sbat 
dl Arab is the River going out of Eden^ which River, 
confider*d according to the Dilpofition ef its Chan- 
nel, and not according to the Courfc of its Stream, di- 
vides into four Heads or different Branches, which 
makes the four Rivers mentioned by Mcfes ; two be- 
low, viz. the two Branches of the Sbat^ which ferve 

for the Pifon and Gibon ; and two above, viz. the 

• 

• • This Opmioii was firft nation^ by Shpbartm Morinus^ 
ilarted by Cahnn, and has been Bocbart^ /&f/Bi(hop of A^jrdn- 
^QQW'dy with fome. little Va- ches^ and divers others. 
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KupbriUis and Tiiris^ di6 tatted whereof is nbw caird 
3)tjkt }sf the Arahs^ ud is idlair'd to be the Hti^ 
deka^^ of Atsfes. Bf this Difpofition the Wefisrtl 
Branch of tihe Sbai will be Pifont and the adjoining 
Fart of AmKos bordering on me Ferfim Gulpbi will 
be Hsvihhi and the Eaftefn Bmndi will be Gibon^ 
cncompafTing the Country of Qifi^ or Cinu^n^ as it 
is ftiU callM by the Peffians. 

•This laft Opinion agrees Terjr well with the &cred 
Text, which inA^rms us, that a River ioeni out of E* 
den to water tbi Garden^ and from tbenee it was par^ 
iedj and hecame into four Reads ; #htch Words ma- 
nifeftly imply, that in Eitn the River was but one. 
Or one fingle Chwiiel \ but from tbencoy that is, when 



• This il granted b/ all In- 
tmretersy luivtliu theLXX; 
|uid though It may be.difficultto 
fiiewany juft Analogy between 
ike Names ef HidMti and 7/- 
^w, yet, if we either obfenrc 
Uafit^^ Method of reckoning xof 
the four Rivers, or ooniidec the 
true.Goography of the Country, 
we (hall eafily perceive that the 
River Hiddeket covid properlybe 
90 other. For as, inrdfpe&to 
ifae Place wher^ Ah/is wrote, 
/"(/^layneaiefttohim, andfo, 
in a natural Order, was nam*d 
€rft; and the Gi/^ir, lying liear 
to that, ^i^ms iocordihgly reo. 
konMiecond; fo, having pais'd 
over that Scream, and turning 
to the Left, in order to come 
back a^un to Jrabia Fttnea^ 
(Where Mofn was) we meet, in 
our Paflage, with Tigris in tht 
third Place \ and fo, proceeding 
Weftward through the lower 
Part of iiifipoiamia, come at 
JeA to Pbinab or Eufbratis: 
for it is 10 be remembered, thab 



^^ Tigris yguA^AJ^kftmnMt^ 
fiMaimM^ and meeting with tM 
Eufbram a little below Babylw^ 
runs along with it in one com- 
mon Channel, until they fe pa- 
rate again, and make the two 
Streaals FtfmwoAGibony which 
empqr tbemfclves into the Per* 
Jian Gulph. — As to Buphratetf 
the Name n analogous enoush 
to the arfr«vWord fb^ratb i 
but yet wis nuil acknowledge it 
is one of thofe corrupt Names 
which our Tnnflators have bor* 
rowed from the S^tumgini Ver- 
fion, and which pro^ly the 
Greeks (as has been jndidodfy 
obferv'd by Rtlasul) took fjtmi 
the Perjums^ who often fet the 
Word M or Au^ which fignifies 
Water^ before the Names ot 
Riven; of which Word, and 
FrMy (as the River is flill caird 
by the neighbouring People) the 
Natne Et^briOit is apparently 
compounded. -^ See Stackhmfi, 
dxAUtthf&JUHifiMy.. 
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ft was gone out of EAm^ it was parted^!^wA became 
foiar Streams or Openings, (as the Htbrew Word maf 
be tnuiflated) two upwaida^ and two downwards: For 
iuppofing the unked Channel, or Shot Id Arahy to be 
our common Center, we may, if we lt>ok one way^ 
f. €. up towards Babylmy fee the £i^/5 and Etifbrate$ 
coming into it ; and, if we look anodier way, i. e. down 
towards the Perfian Gulpb^ tat the Pijbn and the Gj^ 
i^ running out of it. / 

But though this Hypotjhefis feems the beft of any 
that hath brai yet advanced, and to^account tolerar 
hly well for the Mofoical Defcr^ption, it is liable to 
ibme Exception ; for the tWQ^Brancbes of tlie Shot M 
i^4^, fuppofed to be the Pifan znd^ibon of the Scrip- . 
ture, do not feem confiderable enough to deferve the 
Name of Rivers, nor of fufficient Length to encom- 
pafi Countries of any Extent, it being not a great 
many Leagues from their Divifion below BtMorn to 
the Places where they fall into the P^rfian Gmtb. In- 
deed, if we could be fiire there were a third Branch, 
as fome Accounts and Maps would induce us to b^ 
lieve, parting from the Sbat about Baffaray and falGng 
into the Sea at d///, it would be more agreeable t6 
iiippofe that to be the Pifin \ and for the Gihtm^ we 
might natundly fiibftitute either the Konm or the Xor- 
ha^ the firib of which &lls into the Sbat^ the other 
into the T%nj, and may with greater Propriety be 
iaid to encompals the whole Land of Cujbj as nmning 
thro* Cbiizejhm\ whereas the Eaftern Branch of the 
^bai wafhcs only a Comer of that Country, or rather 
one Side of an Ifland form'd by it and the Koran. 

Upon the whole, notwithflanding the above Obt 
je&ion, I know of no Scheme fo reafonahle, fo agree- 
able to the Defcription given us by the facrcd Hifla- 
nan, as that which places Eden upon the great Chan- 
nel, form*d by the united Rivers Tigris and Eupbra- 
tes ; and, the extraordinary Goodnels and Fertility of 
the neighbouring Soil may help to confirm us in this 
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Opinion : For as it would be abfurd to imagine that 
God would plant the Garden of Paradife in a barren 
JLand, fo all ancient Hiftorians and Geographers in- 
fqrois U5, that Mefopotamia^ Cbaldea, aud other adja- 
cent Countries, were extremely pleafant and faiitful ; 
^d hiodem Travellers particularly affure us, that in 
ail the Grand Signior'^ Dominions there is not a finer 
jCpuntry (though in fome Places it lies uncultivated) 
than that between Bagdat and Bajfara, the very Tra6k 
pf -Ground, which, according to the Scheme I am 
ipeaking of, was anciently caird the Land of Eden. 

It remains briefly to confider in what precife Part 
pf the Land of Eden the Garden ot Paradife wa% 
planted; ^nd thi§ feems to be intimated by Mo/es^ 
when he tells i^ that it was Eq/iward in Eden\ where- 
by, we may . fuppofe, he does not mean that it lay 
•Jgaftward from tiie Place where he was then writing, 
(which every body might eafily infer) but intends to 
point out, as near as poflible, the very Spot of Ground 
where it was originally feated. If then this delight- 
ful Garden Jay in tlie Eafterly Part of the Country of 
Eden^ and the River which wajicr'd it ran through 
^at Country (as we learn from Scripture it did) be- 
JFore it enter'^d the Garden, we muft necelTarily con- 
clude that Paradife was fitiiated on the Eafi. Side of 
one of the Turnings of the Shat al Jrai, that is, the 
River form'd by the Con jundion of the Tigfis and 
Euphrates 'j and probably at the loweft great Turning, 
mention'd by PJoletny^ not far from the Place where 
Arecca^ call'd Erec in Scripture*, is now feated by 
our modern Geographers. 



* Gen, X. lo. — It Is faid to and inflammable, and hard to 

kaye ftvcral Springs of Naphtha l)e cxtinguifli'd. Hence that 

in its N^ighbourliood, a k^d Veric of Tihullwj 
^ liquid Bitumen, very oily 

Ardet Areccau ant tmda perbo/fita campis. 
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After all, it muft be acknowledged, that there 
is no Map of the Country wherein we have placed 
the Land of Eden^ which makes the Rivers exaftly 
anfwer the D/fcription of them given us by Mojes y 
but as he unqueftionably wrote according to the belt 
Geography f)f thcfe Times, iftheCourfe or Number of 
Rivers about Babylon have fmce undergone great Al- 
terations, this has probably been occafionM by the 
Cuts and Canals made by Order of the Monarchs of 
that Empire, of Alexander the Great, and even of 
Trojan and Severus^ to facilitate Commerce and render 
the Country fruitfiil. And yet, notwithftanding this, 
according to all niodern Obfervations, we find wider 
Variations in the Situation of Places, and are oblige^ 
to make greater Corrections in ancient Charts and 
Maps, than need be made in the Mofaical Defcripr 
tion of Eden^ to bring it to an Agreement with ou^ 
lateft Accounts of the prefent Country and fivers near 
CbaUea. 9o that I think, till fome ftronger Argu^ 
ments, than have yet been advanced, are brought ar 
gainft the Hypothefis which places Eden iipon the 
Tigris and Euphrates united, we may fdfely conclude, 
that there, or thereabouts, was the delightful Garden, 
the Habitation of the firft Parents of Mankind*.™! 

• To this Account I cannot gives us of the Garden of 
forbear fubjoining the Defiiripii- Paradife, wherein he beautifblhf 
on which our inimitable Mipott reprefents its pleaiing Variet]f(. w 

Thus was this Place 

A happy rural Seat of various View : 

Groves, whoff rich Trees wept od'rous Gums and Balm ; 

Others whofe Fruit, bumifli'd with golden Rind, 

Hung amiable, ^Hefperian Fables true. 

If true, here only) and of delicious Talle. 

fietwixt them Lawns, or level Downs, and Flodcs 

Grazing the tender Herb, were interposed ; 

Pr palmy Hillock, or the flow'ry Lap 

Of fome im'guous Valley fpread her Store, 

Flow'rs of 2Ul Hue, and without Thorn the Rofc. - 

Another Side umbrageous Grots' and Caves 

^cool Recefs^ o'er which the mantling Vine 
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to have been aCommonwiealth among the many King^ 
donis there, fo Damafcus in Syria fecms to have been 
the fame in the Time of P^'y/V/, being fpoken of as 
without a Chief, and as if the Power was whcJJy in 
the Hands of the People. ) It is faid that the Syrians 
of Damafcus*^ not their 'fcing, fuccour'd Hadadezer 
King of Zodah with above twenty thoufand Men ; 
which feems to imply, (for we do not fay it is indif- 
putably clear) that they were fomething like what we 
call a Republick. 

Be this as it will, we are well aflfur'd that th^ King^ 
dom of Damafctis rofe upon the Ruins of that pf ^ 
kaby of which we have no farther Account after thq 
total Defeat of Hadadez^*% Army by King David^ 
when forty thoufand Syrians^ together with their Ge- 
nerals Sbobacby were kiU'd in the Field f. Re:^n^ 
who dcferted from Hadadezer^ having fecur'd a Bpdy 
pf Troops in his Intereft aft^r the Lofs of this Battle, 
fciz'd on Damfius^ and was the Founder of that no^ 
ble Kingdom v proving a very troublefome and inve- 
terate Enemy to Ifrael in the Reign of SolomonX^ 
when that Prince was taken up with his Vanities, 
and had forgot both himfelf and his People,. 

His Succeffors Hezion and I'abrimon had no Mif- 
underftandings with the Kings of Judab and Ifrael \ 
but Benhadad I, the Son and Succeflbr of Tabrimottj 
was prevailed upon by .large Prefents from jifa King 
pf Judab^ to make War upon Baajba King oi Ifrael ^ 
from whom his Army took Tjon^ Dan, Mel-betb- 
maacbab^ all Cinneroth^ and all the Land of Napbtali\\^ 
and at 1^ extended his Power to the City of Samaria 
itfelf. 

This Prince was fucceeded by his Son, alfo nam'd 
Benhadad^ who vigoroufly profecuted the Enmity his 
Father had fo fuecelsfully begun againft Ifrael^ but he 

^ 2 Sam. ▼iii. 6. J i 10 figs xi. 23—2^. 

f ^Sam.x. 18^ I iKtH^sXY. 18, ig, 20. 

W?5 
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WIS twice remarkably baffled in his Attempts by the 
Intcrpofition of Heaven. He march'd with a nume- 
rous Army, in which were no Ids than thirty-two 
Kings*, and fat down before Samaria^ fummoning 
Jihab to furrender himfelf as his VafTal, to acknow- 
ledge himfelf to be his Creature, and that all bek>ng* 
ing to him was at his Service and Difpofal. Abah re- 
turned a very fubmiflive Anfwer to this haughty Met 
(age; but not fatisfied with that, Benbadad fent again 
into the City to let Abab know, that the next Day he 
intended to fend fome OiHcei^ to fearch his Palace 
and the Houfes of the Citizens, and to bring away all 
their Riches, together with their Wives and Children. 
The King of Ifrael^ by the unanimous Advice of his 
People, refufed to fubmit to fo unparallel'd an Indig- 
nity ; which highly exafperated BeTibadad^ who ex- 
pedted to meet with no Oppofirion. He fent a third 
time, however, to Ahabj to try if he could threaten 
him into a Compliance with his Demands ; but the 
King of Ifrad fent a very bold and wife Reply to his 
vain Menaces, advifing him to wait the Event of 
Things before he reckoned himfetf fure cf Succefs : 
fell himy (lays Abab to BcnbadatTs Meflcngers) Lei 
not bim that girdetb on bis Harnefs boaft bimfelfy as be 
that puttetb it off. 

The Army of Benbadad was hereupon ordered to 
inveft die City of Samaria in Form, and tb make all 
the ncceflkry Preparations for an Affault. But God, 
who was juftly provokM at this proud Syrian^ fent a 
Prophet to Abab^ not only to affure him of Viftory, 
but to inftruft him in what Method he fhould obtain 
it In the mean time Benbadad^ who was a volup- 
tuous Prince, and given to Drinking, being not at all 
apprchenfive of Danger, was indulging himfelf in the 
midft of his Cu^s, when News was brought him that 

* Compare 1 Kings xx. i. f i Kings XX, ii. 
widixxii. 31. 
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a Party was advancing from Samaria. This, how* 
ever, gave him fo little Difturbance, that in a carelefi 
Manner he only gave Orders that they fhould be 
brought bpfore him alive, whether they came as Friends 
or as Enemies^ and fo continued his Mirth apd Ca-r 
loufing. The Party which was fallying out of the 
City was a Number of chofen Men headed by Abai 
himfelf, and followed by a larger Body, who, depend- 
ing upon the Encour^ment of the Prophet, fell fv- 
riouily upon the numerous Army of the Syrians, whiUl 
they were Iq&, in Security, and did not fo much as 
tlream of an Attack*, and fuch a Panick immediately 
ipread itfelf over all the Camp, that no one thoughc 
of any thing but laving himfelf by Flighty and parti>* 
Gularly Benbadad mounted a Horfe, and fled precipi- 
tately with his Cavalry, inftead of rallying and con- 
firming his People. The IfraelUes purfued and made 
a terrible Slaughter of their flying Enemies. 

The feme Prophet, notwithftanding this Viftorjr, 
gave the King of Ifrael great Cnution to recruit his 
Army, and be upon his Guard, againft the enfuing. 
Year, foretelling titot the Syrians would then pay him 
another Viflt, which came to pafs accordingly : For 
fome of BenbadaiFs Qflicers, giad of any Excufe to 
palliate their inglorious Flight, pretended that tho 
Gods of the Ifraelites were Gods of ibe Hills* ^ and 



^ Himce it appears how eirl7 
the Notion of topkal Deki^ 
prevaird in the WorU, fome 
being made to preiide over 
whole Countries, whilft others 
had particular Places under their 
Tuition and Government ; and 
were feme of them Gods of the 
Rivers, others of the Woods, 
and others of the Mountains. 
The Conceit of the Sjrians, that 
the God oi T^raiiw^ a G«d of 
the Hills^ might proceed froa 



their obferving Cmnam to be a 
«K)uotainous Countiy ; and k i^ 
probable they nmft luve knowQ^ 
that the Jewijb Laws was de- 
livered on a Mountain; that the ^ 
IfratUtes were remarkaUy foq4 
of (acrificingai^]^j^ jPZaMTi and 
that the Temple f£ JvyfaUm 
flood upon a famous uuncncc, 
as did SatMria, where they had 
fo Utely received a fignal De- 
fcH'^^Thsit the Gods did not 
only affift with their Influence, 
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therefoic no wonder the Syrian Army had beea de- 
fitted; and aflured the King, that if he could but 
^w die IfraeUtts to an EngaRcmcnt in a dain open 
Country, his Gods, ,who prcfided over the Plains^ 
would undoubtedly prevail. Btnbadad hearken'd to 
this Kepiefentation, and having rais'd an Army of 
Qcpjal Force with that which he had loft the Year be^ 
fore, he marchM towards the King of Ifrad^ and en- 
Qimp'd near ^hA^ a City of the Tribe of A^. 
The IfraeUieSj whofe Numbers were quite dcfpicabie 
if compared with the Syrians^ encamp'd over-againft 
than ; and for feven Days the two Armies continued 
10 this Situation. On the feventh Day they came to 
a Bmle, wherein the Syrians loft, of Foot only, a hiin* 
died thoufand Men, the reft flying with Precipitadoa 
to Apbek^ where twenty-thoufand more of them wetc 
deftfoy'd by the falling of the Walls of the Qty. 

The King of Syria now gave all over for loft, and 
in Deipa^ conceal'd himlelf in fome Part of j^^k^ 
where he thought he could not be eafily found ; but 
his Officers, reminding him that the Kings of Ijirael 
had been generous Enemies, advifed him to throw 
lunfelf upon Mab^^ Mercy, and to fend Amba^ois 
to him in the humbleft Manner, to make his Sub- 
miflion to the Conqueror, Abab^ overjoyed at K\s 
Viftory^ was in an excellent Temper to receive them, 
calling Benhadad his Brother^ and exprefling his Satis- 
£iftion to hear he was alive. In a Word, the Syrian 
Prince was broi^ht to Abab^ admitted into his Cha« 
riot, and a Peace was concluded between them on the 
fblbwing Conditions: That Benbadad fhould reftore 
all the Country which hi^ Father had wrefted from If 
rail, and grant Abab certaia Privileges and Authority 

but aOudly engage themielfet Sendment of die aadeiit Hd^ 
in Bttde in bctalf of their ibiH« 
Favioarice^ it a wdl-knowa 
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m his Capital Damdfius^ as a Token of his Homdgcf 
and Subjeftion. 

If Benbadad zdhtTtd to hii? Word with yibab in ci- 
ther Refpefts, he kept Pofleflion of Rametb-Gileadi 
which was the Siibjed of a frefh War between them/ 
wherein Abab was afTifted by Jebojhapbat King ofju^ 
dab. Tlie two Kings marched with their Forces to- 
wards Ramotb-Gileady where they found the Syrians- 
prepared to receive them -, but Ababy having fufficient* 
Reafon to think that the Enepiy would mark him out 
for Deftrudlion, difguifed himfclf before the Battle in 
the Garb of a common Offlcerj advifmg jebojbapbar 
to fight in his royal Robes. Jbtib's Apprehenfion^ 
were not without Foundation ; for the King of Syria 
had given particular Orders to his Captains who had 
Rule over his Chariots, to direft their Arms only a- 
gainft the King of IjfraeL This had like to have 
proved fatal to Jebojbapbat^ whom they miftook for 
Abab^ and accordingly fell upon him with great Im- 
petuofity ; but they foon defifted from purfuing him,' 
having difcover'd'that he was hot the Perfon they were 
commanded to deftroy. AbaV% Precaution^ however,- 
could not fave him from the Fate he endeavoured tor 
evade, for he was mortally wounded by a random 
Arrow; and though he was held up in his Chariot for 
fome rime with his Face towards the Enemy, to en- 
courage his Soldiers, yet he died about Sunfet,* and a 
Retreat was founded. It appears that this Battle was 
fierce and obftinate, and that both Armies drew off 
under Covert of the Night, perhaps with equal Lofsr 
and doubtful Viftory*. 

Some Years after this, we find Benbadad once more 
marching againft Samaria^ which he befieged fo clofely 
with all his Forces, that he reduced it to the greatcft 
Diftrcfs, and was on the Point of taking it by Far ' 
mine^ Vsrhen he was aiaim'd in the Night by a Noife 
like that of a great Army • rulhing in upon him j - 

• J JKijf/ xxii. 30— ^i& 
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^^hereby he was fo terrified, that he raifed the Siege 
with the utmoft Piecipitation. His Army left behind 
them their Horfes, AfTes, Tents, and every thing 
fianding in the Camp juft as it was when they firft 
took the Alarm; and alfo dropp'd upon the Road 
whatever was cumberfome to them, and retarded their 
Flight*. 

After this miraculous ralfing of the Siege of Sa^ 
marioj BenbadMd Was deterr'd from making any far- 
ther Attempts upon Ifrdel\ nor do we hear any mord 
of him m the facred Hiftory, till Eliflm went to D^- 
mafcus^ to execute the Order of declaring HazaelKingi 
which was originally ^ven to hb Predecefibr Elijah. 
Benbadad then laboured under a Fit of Sickneis, and 
hearing of Etijha^^ Arrival, to whofe Abilities he was . 
no Stranger, he ient Hazad to wait upon him with a 
Very hobie Prefent, and to enqmrc of him whether 
he fliould recover of his.Indifpofition. TKe Prophet 
told Hazaei that his A4after mght recovei-^ his Diftcm- 
per not beme of itfclf mortal, but that he was very 
lure he would not \ and then fiking his Eyes ftedfaftiy 
upon him, he at length burft into Tears, lipon the 
f^fped (as he declared to Hazaei) of the nuny Ca^ 
lamides he would bring upon IJraet vfhtn hd was ad« 
vanced to tht Thtant of Syriai as he was affur*d he 
would bd by Divme Revelation. Upon this Hazaei 
retum'd to his.Mafter, and, concealing the Prophet^s 
Anfwer, flattered him with Hopes of Recovery ; which ^ 
however, he took care to prevent, by (tifling him the 
next EJay with a thick Cloth dipp'd in Watcrf. This 
was the End of Benbadsdj who having no Spn of his 
own, and Hazaei being a Man of great Eueem, efpe- 
mlly among the Soldiery^, he was without much dif-^ 
ficulty, deciar'd his Succeflbr. 

♦ 2 Kaigt rii 24. and rii, 6^ f 2 Ktfigs tiii. 7 -^ iji 

^ Vm, jh Nrxxxiv, c Accoix»i 
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According to Elijha^s Predkftion, this Prince was- 
a Scourge in the Hand of God, to chaftife the Kin^ 
doms of Judab and Jfrael\ and under him the Syrian: 
Monarchy rofe to its greateft Splendor. However^ 
he feems to have lat very quietly on his Throne, till 
he was provok'd by Jpram King of TJrael^ and .^^- 
ziab King of Judab^ who confederated againft him to 
"difpoffefe him of Raimtb-Gilead^ in Imitation of what 
their Fathers had attempted in the Reign of Benhadait. 
It feems as if they fucceeded in their Enterprize^. 
though Joram was dangcroudy wounded in the A^ 
tempt: But Hazael made himfelf ample amends by 
invading both the Kingdoms of Judab and Ifroily and 
reducing them almoft to Deftruftion. He began with 
yebu King of IfraeU and made himfelf Mailer of all 
that Prince's Dominions on the Eall of Jordat^ the 
Countries of Gikad and Ba/hai^ the two Tribes Reuien 
ind Gadj and the Half-Tribe of Minajfebf: And we 
learn from Jofepbas^ that in the Profecurion of this 
Conqueft he was guilty of all manner of Outrages and 
Cruelty; thereby punftually fulfilling whatever the 
Prophet E^JX^a had foretold of him in the Converla- 
tion they had together at DamafiaSy as above re- 
lated. 

With the fame Fury and Succefs he made War 
Upon Jeboabaz the Son of JWk, till he had left him 
bnly fifty Horfe, ten Chariots, and ten thoufand Foot^ 
and having thus chaftifed Ifrael^ he tum'd his Arms 
againft the Kingdom of Judab. He therefore crofs^ 
the Jcrdanj made himfelf Matter of Gatb^ and marched 
forward* to befiegc Jerujalem itfelf ; but he was di- 
verted fix)m that Undertaking by the rich Gifts of the 
wfeak and apoftate Jeboajb^ then King of Judab^ who, 
dreading the Syrian Power and the Miferies of a Siege, 
took all the coftly Veflels which his AncefVors had de- 
voted to the Service of God> and all the Gold that 
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im laid up in the Treafurcs of the Temple, befides 
what was found in the Royal Treafury, and lent it as 
a Prefent to HazaeU to prevail with him to withdraw 
his Troops. The King of Syria did fo for a while*; 
•but the latter End of the fame Year, or the next 
Year at fartheft, he fent an Atmy into the Territories 
of Judidf^ which defeated the Forces of Jehoajh though 
tiuch more numerous, ravaged the Country, fack*d 
Jerufdan^ flew all the . Princes of the People there, 
and fent their Spoil to Hazael at Damafcusf. 

This great Prince, having thus fubdued and ty- 
ianniz'd over the kingdoms of Ifrael and Judab^ died; 
and was fuccceded by his Son caird Benbadad^ a Name 
irfFefted by moft of the Kings of Syria. The young 
Monarch had not reign*d long, before he experienced 
i total Rcvcrfe of his Father's Fortune, being thrice 
defeated by Jtboajhy the Son of Jeboabaz King of 
JJrael^ whereby he loft all that Hazael had wrefted 
nom that Kingdom. Nothing more is faid of this 
t)bfurc and unfortunate Reign •, but probably this Ben- 
hadad was made tributary by Jeroboam^ the Son of 
Jeboajb King of Ifrael^ who kept Syria all his Life- 
time in the ftriftcft SuWcftion. 

The Syrians recovered themfelves again amidft the 
Difofders which raged in the Kingdom of Ifraelupon 
JerohoainC% Death, but not fo pcrfcftly as to be quite 
a free People; for we may reafonably fuppofe, they 
were in fome meafure fubjedt to the newly-erefted Em- 
pire of Affyria. But not to dwell on this Uncertain- 
ty, their Idl King was Rezin^ who, towards the latter 
End of his Reigft, entered into a League with Pekah 
King of Ifroily againft Ahaz King of Judahy with a 
Del^n to dethrone hini, and to fet up the Son of 
^abeaU a Stranger to the Line of Davidt. With this 
View the conf(Serate Kings cntcrM the Dommions cf 

* 2 tSagsidi. 17, 18. t V'^^i ^' 1^69 

f z Cbr9H. xxiv. 23/24. 
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Abax with a great Army, ravaged his Country, and 
clofeiv belieged him in Jeruf(dem\ but as God had 
ftirr'd up thefe Princes only to punifh Ahaz for his 
Wickednefs, and not to cut off tne whole Family of 
Da^idj he did not fuffer them to fucceed in their Un- 
dertaking ; for finding themfelves unable to take the 
City, they railed the Siege and retum'd home. 

Tne next Year the two Kings profecuted the War 
againft jtbaz^ dividing their Army into three Bodies, 
and invading his Kingdom in three different Placet 
at the fame Time. Reziffj with his Divifion, march'd 
into Edomj and took Ektb^ where he planted a Co- 
lony of 5ynVwj* J and having loaded his Army with 
Spoils, and taken a vaft Number of Pr^oners, he re* 
tum*d to Damafcusf. But this Acquilition proved 
&tal to Rezin and his Kingdom -, for ^az^ grown 
defpcrate, and bent upon Revenge, fent an Embaffy 
to Tigkb-pilefer King of AJ^iaj with a large Prefent 
of all the Gold and Silver that he could find in the 
Treafury of the Temple, promifing likcwife to be- 
come his Vaffal and Tributary, if he would aflift him 
with his Forces againft his Enemies. The King of 
Ajfyria rcadUy embraced this Opportunity of adding 
Syria and Pakftine to his Empire, and accordingly 
marching with a great Army againft Re^^ he flew 
him in Battle, befieged and took DamafcuSy and tranf- 
planted the People to Xirr, a Place in the Upper Me- 
dia\ thereby putting an End to the Syrian Monarchy, 
which had continued for nine or ten Generations t»ac- 



• 2 JBo^ixvi.;. 

.. + 2 Chrmi, aocvilL 5. 

X The King4omnowpiitan 
End to was founded by KeTtim in 

. the Reign of Solomn, as bu 
been obferved above; bat as 
Damafcus is a Cit/ of great An- 
tiquity » it probably had its 
Kinjp before that Time, thou^ 

,wc have no mmion of them m 



thefacred Writing. The City 
is generally fuppctted to have 
been built by ifx the eldeft Son 
of Aram i but, be that as it will^ 
Vft are certain it nvas in Being m 
the Time of Jbrabam , ^ho 
reignM there according to fome 
ancient Hiilorians, particularly 
Nicokus Damafeemu. We learn 
ftonv Cm. XV. z. that 'Elitxir^ 
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cording to the Predidtions of the Prophets Ifaiab and 

Thus Syria became united to the AfFfrian Empire; 
whkh being orothrown by the Meaes and Perfians^ 
it was annex'd to their Dominions, and conduned (o 
till the fiunous Batde of Iffus in CiUcia between Da- 
rius and AUxandtr^ wherein the latter gain'd a con- 
fiderable Viftory. At the fame Time Parmenio^ one 
of his Genenls, made himfelf Mafter ofDarius^s Trea- 
iiire, which wasdepofited at Damafcusi and Alexander 
marchii^ into^ritf immediately after, moftof the Ci- 
ties fiirrender'd at the firft Approach of the Conqueror ; 
ib that he fbon got Pofleflion of that Country, and 
afterwards of Phmicioj the City of Tyre being the 
only Place where he met with any confidembleOppo- 
fidon. 

After the Death of Alexander^ his Captains fhar^ 
ing his Conquefts, Seleucus Meaner and his Pofterity 
were Kings of Syria for about two hundred and fifty 
Years, till Pcmpey reduced that Kingdom into a i^^- 
man Province. Tlie Government of Syria^ after it 
came under the Dominion of the Ramans^ was reckoned 
one of the greatefl: Honours in the Empire, the Pr2&- 
61ft or Governor having almofl a Royal Jurifdidion 
over all the Provinces on this Side the Euphrates^ and 
a Superintendency over Egypt. This emboldened 
Niger 9 Prarfeft of Syria^ to difpute the Empire with 



wbom Ahrtham YoA made free 

eld appomted Stew^ of lus 
oufe, was of Dwumfius ; at the 
imt Time that the Patriarch 
purfhed Chtdtrlamir and the 
omfederated Kin» as far as 
HtUf. which lies Northward of 
that City. The Scripture tsm 
IKxhiog more •f Dmnafcut UIl 
deTimeofDMn/. 
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cuSf mn4 the remna^i of Syria^ 
Ifaiah xvii. 1,3.— / ^iuftml 
afire into the boufi of Hazael, 
nMcb /bJH dtvour tbi palaces rf 
Bgnhadad. i wtt break alfo tie 
bar of Damqfitu^ ondcutoff -"- 
bfm tbat boUetb tbe fetbire from 
tbeboufe ofEdtn: and tbe people of 
Sjfria /bidl go into ca^trnty unta 
Kir, faith tbi Lord, AxnQS u 
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Severus: And afterwards Caffius SyruSj a Native of this 
Country and Governor of it, was almoft too hard for 
Mark Antcny. Upon this Occafion the Senate de- 
creed, that no Man for the future fhould have Coni- 
mand, civil or military', in the Province where he was 
born, left by the AfFeftions of the People he fhould 
be enabled to fet up for himfelf, and throw off his 
Subjection to the Roman Power. The Fear of this 
made Adrian propof(? to make Fhmmcia a difltinft Prof- 

Irince from Syria\ and obliged 0>nftantine not only to 
eparatc Pbanicia^ but to divide Syria itfelf into four 
Provinces, all fubjedt however to the Governor of the 
Eafi^ as this Country was call-d by the Romans. 

This Praefeft enjoy'd much the fame Power an4 
Influence during the Empire of Coi^antimpk^ at the 
Declenfion whereof 5jm was overrun by the Saracens^ 
and afterwards conquered by Tangrolipix the Turk^ who 
gave Aleppo and Damafcus to two of his Kinfmen of 
(he Selzuccian Family-, and this laid the Foundation 
of the Turkijb Kingdom of Ikimafcus^ which began 
in the eleventh Century, and continued about two 
hundred Years. In the thirteenth Century Hahnjhc 
Tartar took the King of Damafcus Prifoner, and put 
him to Death before the Walls of the City, becaufe 
the Inhabitants would not furrender. He afterwards 
ftorm'd the City, and. put an end to the Reign of that 
Family in Syria^ a? the Mamalukes had done fomc 
Years before in Egypt j by murdering their Princes, 
They likewife fubducd the Kingdom of Damafcus^ 
and held that City till it was taken by 7'amerJane in the 
Year 1400 with a prodigious Army. He put all the 
Mamalukes amd their Adherents to death, and is laid 
to have built fevcral Towers with their Skulls. How- 
ever, after "Tamerlane's Deceafe, the Mamalukes rcr 
covcr-d Syria and Egypt^ and kept poffcffion of Da^ 
pififcus till the Year 151 6, when Selimus I. defeated 
the Sultan of Egypt in the Neighbourhood of Aleppo ^ 
upon which Damafcus furrender'd, to avoid being 

plundered 
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plundered by the Turki/b Army, as it was a Place of 
gicat Trade and Riches : And ever fince that Time, 
Syria^ as well as Egypt^ has continued under the Otto* 
man Dominion. 

On the 8th oi March in the Morning, having 
made a handfome Prefent to the Convent for our kind 
Entertainment, we took leave of Damafcus \ and re- 
turning the lame Way we came, without any remark- 
able Occurrence, we arrived at Tripoli on the loth in 
the Evening. The two following Days were fpcnt in 
nuking the necelfary Preparations for our Journey" to 
Sidcn^ and from thence to Jerufdem ; and having put 
ourielves in a pretty good Pofture of travelling, we 
fct out from Tripoli on the 13 th at Two in the After- 
noon, keeping clofe by the Sea, and in lefs than two 
Hours we came to a fmall Village call'd Callemone. 
Near this Village is a Convent of Greeks nam'd BelU 
Mount J founded by one of the Earls of Tripoli^ (land- 
ing upon a high rocky Mountain, overlooking the Sea, 
.and of very dilBcult AfcenL In three Hours more 
we came to a lofty Promontory, which lay diredlly 
Cfofi our Way, and terminated this Day*s Journey ; 
for it being too late to attempt to pafs it, we took up 
our Quarters in a narrow Valley under fome Olive- 
Trces, where we enjoy*d an agreeable Repofe. 

The next Morning we had no fmall Fatigue in 
psiflingche above-mention'd Promontory, the Road bc- 
Wg very fteep and rugged ; but in fomewhat more 
thgn 9n Hour we mafter'd it, and arrived in the Valley 
on the other Side ; the Entrance whereof is commanded 
by a fmall Fort or Caftle call'd Temfeida^ built upon a 
perpendicular Precipice. Not far from hence, clofc 
by the Sea, is a little Village caird Patrone^ fuppofed 
^ be the ancient Botrus ; but we did not ftep out of 
our Road to view it, being told that it afforded no- 
thing worthy our Obfervation. In three Hours more 
▼e arrived at Gibyl^y the Byblus of the Greeks^ a Place 
CfflCC ftmous for the Birth and Temple of JdaniSy but 
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now of no great Extent, and thinly inhabited. It is 
cpcompals'dt however, ^th a dry Pitch and a Wall, 
with fquare Towers in it at convenient Diftances; and 
on the South Side it has an old Caftle to defend if. 
|n the Gardens round about the Town we fee many 
Fragments of fine Marble Pillars, and Heaps of Ruinr^ 
by which it appears to have been a laige and magni* 
ficent City, It is pkafantly fituated by. the Sea-fide, 
and is reckoned a Place of very grc^t Antiquity*. Ip 
one Hour from Gibyle we came to a fine River, with 
^ Stone-Bridge over it, confifting^nly of one Arch, 
but that very wide and lofty -, and here we made our 
fecond Encampment, pitching our Tents upon the 
Banks of the River. 

The Turks have ^ven this Stream the Name of 
Jbrabim^ but jt is gcperally fuppofed to be the ancient 
Adonis^ fo callM from that Favourite of Venus^ whp 
.M faid to have been kill'd by 9 wild Boar ip the Mounr 
-^ains from whence it rifes. This River, in the-Opi- 
nion of the ancient Heathens, had a remarkable Pror 

?jrty of appearing bloody at certain Seafons of the 
ear, which they attributed to a kind of Sympathy 
for the Death of Adonis^ in Memory of whom they 
performed various fuperftitious Rites, the Women ma- 
kin^ great Outcries, in imitation of the fuppofed La- 
mentation of Vems for the Lofe of her Paramour. 
This annual Moqmtng was an univerialCuftom of th^ 
Women in thelc Parts, which they began as foon as 
they perceived the River of a reddifii Colour ; and 
after all poffiblc Exprcflions of the nooft piercing Grief, 



* Ms. M^Hndrttt ftipppfi^ 
^ihylt to be the Country of the 
^pihUtts^ mentioned Jojbua adii, 
5, whom iCiog Uirmn made ufe 
4>f m frefKiriog Materials for ^0- 
^MM^s Tejnp{e, liciibmnds his 
^njedure upon i Kings v. 18^ 
tfhere the Word rcndcr'd Sim», 



ffuarers b Gihlim in the Hdnw, 
which the Septmapnt Verfion 
makes to te the Mimof Byblus \ 
and obferves^ tha( in Exgh, xxvii. 
9, whqre qv^ T^mifatic^ has it 
.^e Andenti of Cletal, the LXX 
make it the B/Jnt of Bjhfuu^ 

having 
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listing aifo difciplined themfelvcs with Whippings 
they proceeded to their Sacrifices. On the Morraw^ 
pretending that Adonis was come to Life again, an4 
had afcended through the Air to the upper Regions, 
they fliaved their Heads; and, at Byblus efpecially, 
diofe who would not comply were bound to proftitute 
themfelvcs for one entire Dav to all Strangers that 
would have them for hire, ana the Money fo got was 
prefented to the Goddefs of Venus. 

Some relate, that on a certain Night, while this 
Solemnity lafted, they laid an Image in a Bed, and 
having gone through Variety of Lamentations over it, 
Light was brought in, and the Priefts anointing the 
Mouths of the Afliftants, whifperM to them that Dc- 
liver^ce was come; whereupon their Sorrow was 
tum'd into Joy, and the Image taken as it were out 
of its Sepulchre. Others fay, that the Priefts of Ofi- 
ris in Egypl wrote to the Women of Byhlus^ fignify- 
ing to them, that they had found that Deity ; and tnc 
Letter was fent, it feems, in an earthem Veffcl, or in 
a little Box or Cheft made of the Plant called Papyrus^ 
which came* by Sea of its own accord to Byilus. It 
performed this Voyage in feven Days, and as foon as 
ever it appeared in Port the Women danced, ftafted, 
and rejoioxl as extravagantly as they had moum'd, 
wept, and lamented.-r-As to the Rednefs of the Ri- 
ver above-mention'd, its true Caufe was known and 
declared even by fome of the Ancients who were not 
fo fuperftitious as the reft of their Contemporaries; it 
being owing to a liind of Minium j or red Earth, whieh 
is fometimes wafli'd into it by the Violence of the 
Rains ; and in Time of Floods it is ftill fubjed to the 
fame Appearance. 

On the 15th in the Morning, having travelled 
about an Hour beyond this River, we crofsi^d the 
Foot of the Mountain Climax, through a ruggal 
Pafe, which brought us to the Bay of Junia. At the 
pptr^gc pf this Bay is ^n old Stone-Bridge, where wc 



42 7$e Travels of \Turkey, 

.come into the Jurifdiftion x)f the Bafliaw of Sidom. 
The Mountains at the Bottoni of the Bay arc very high 
and deep, the Road lying between them and the Sea^. 
They are caird the Mountains of Caftravan, are inb^ 
bited chiefly by Maronit^^ and are famous for theif 
excellent Wine. Towards the farther Side of the 
Bay we pafs'd by a fquare Tower, orCaftle, of which 
there are ieveral along this Coaft, faid to have been 
built by the En)[M-efe Helena to defend the Country 
from Pirates. At this Tower we paid a Caphar^ 
which is collefted by Maromtes^ who are not mucH 
behind the ^urks in their Infolence and ExaAi*- 
ons, 

S6on' after we got clear of this Bay, we canpie to 
the River Lycus^ fometimes call'd Canis^ from an Idol 
anciently worfhipp'd here in the Form of a Dog^ 
^md faid to have given oracular Refponfes. This Rir 
ver is confounded with Adonis by fcveral of our mor 
dem Geographers, but the Miftake is evident frond 
late Obferyations, as well a& the Authority of the 
Ancients. The Lycus iflfues into the Sea from bcr 
tween two Mountains, exceffively fteep and rocky ; 
pne of which we afcend as foon as we have crofs'd the 
River, by a Road about two Yards broad, cut along 
the Side of the Rock a great Height ?bove the W^ 
tcr, at the Expence of the Emperor Antoninus -, the 
MenK)ry of which laborious but ufeful Undertaking i$ 
perpetuated by an Infcription near the Entrance into 
the Way, the grcateft Part whereof is ftill legible. In 
kfi than half an Hour we pafs'd this Antonine Way> 
which brought us to a fmooth fandy Shore ; and in two 
Hours Time we came to a large River call'd Beroot^ 
which has over it a handfome Stone-Bridge of fix 
Arches. On the other Side of the Riv/er, near the 
Sea, is a large Field, where our renownM Champion 
St. Giorge is faid to have flain die Dragon ; in niemo- 
ry of which Exploit there was % fipaU Chapel built 
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upon the Place, at firft dedicated to that Chriftiah 
Hero, but now chafiged into a Mahometan Mofquev 
Jn another Hour we arrivM at BarCt or Beraot^ where 
we rook up our Quarters in a Kan near the Sea-fide, 
and met with good Accommodation. 

This City was anciently calPd Berytus, and is pep- 
haps little inferior to ByMus in Antiquity, as it is faid 
to have been (landing in the Time of Cronus. It wat 
greatly elleem*d by yhtgujiusj in whofe Reign it had 
many Privileges conferred upon it, together with a 
new Name, being thfcn call'd Julia Felix ; but it hat 
nothing to boaft of at prefent, except the Advantages 
of its Situation. It ftands on the Sea-fide, in a de- 
lightful and fniftful Country, and is fupplied with 
JFrefh Water by feveral Rivulets that fall from the 
pcighbouring Hills, and are convey'd all over the 
City in agreeable Fountains. The Palace and Gar- 
dens of the Emir Faccardine, ncglefted and ruinous 
as they are, are ftill one of the grcateft Ornaments of 
the City, and merit a brief Defcription. This Fac- 
cardinfj in the Reign of Sultan Morai, had his chief 
Refidence in Beroot^ and was the fourth Emir or 
Prince of the Drufes'^j a People fuppofed to be dc* 



• " As far as I could learn, 
f « (ays Dr. Shaw^ the Dru/es 
*' and the Suices (the latter of 
f* .whom arc perhaps defcended 
!* from the Indjvena or original 
'* Syrians) differ very littJe in 
" their Religion, which is a 
f' Mixture of the Chriftian and 
f < MiJocmetM^ the Goffeh and 
** the K':ran being equally re- 
f* ceiv'd as Books of divine Au- 
f thority and Infpiration. For, 
ff to omit what is commonly 
f* reported, of their being cir- 
f cumcifed, worfhipping the ri- 
** fing and fetting Sun, intcr- 
j« marrying with their nearcft 



Relations, and making thek 
Children pafs through the 
Fire, (as fome of the Eaflcm 
Nations did formerly to Ma- 
iocb) we may be convinced, 
I prcfume, from their in- 
dulging themfelves in Wine 
and Swine 's-Flelh, that they 
are not Mahometans ; at the 
fame Time, the Names they 
are known by, of Hamia, 
Touffpby Meriam^ 8x. (i.e. 
ydm, Jofefb, Mary, tec.) 
will not be fufEcient Argu- 
ments in favour ot their bemg 
Chriftians.''' Shaw*/ Travtif, 
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Icefided from Tome icatter^d Remains of the Chriftians 
that engaged in the Crufades for the Recovery of the 
Hofy Landy who fettled themielves in the adjacent 
Mountains, where they have ever fince maintained ^ 
kind of fovereign Jurifdiftion. But Faccardint, not 
carii^ to be confined to his hillv Dominions, had the 
Power and Artifice to extend them into the Plains a- 
Jong the Sea-Coafl: from Beroct to /fcra ; till at lafl: 
the Grand Signior, grown jealous of his rifing Authc^ 
fity, drove him back again to the Mountains, where 
Jiis Pofterity to this Day retain their Principality. 

This Rrince's Palace, which we went to take a 
View of, ftands in the North-Eaft Part of the City, 
and has a beautiful Marble Fountain at its Entrance. 
The inner Parts of the Building, which copfifts of 
ieveral Courts, are now running to Decay, or elfe 
were never finifh'd by their firft Mafter. The Defign 
of the whole, however, though not carried to Perfe- 
£kion, is vifibly grand, and not unworthy the Quality 
of a Prince in Europe y but its greatefl: Beauty, and 
what beft deferves our Attention, is the Orange- 
Garden. It is a large quadrangular Piece of Ground* 
divided into fixteen Squares, with Walks betweefi 
them, which are fliaded with fprcading Orange-Trees, 
that were gilded, when we were there, with the fined 
Fruit, and made as charming a Sight as can poflibly 
be iniagin^d. Each of thefe fixteen Squares had a 
a Stone Border, wherein Channels were fo contriv'(J 
as to convey the Water to every Tree in the Garden, 
Cttie Outlets being cut for Part of the Stream to vent 
itfelf as it pa£^M along. Had an European Gardener 
the Cultivatiort of this Spot of Ground, nothing coul4 
be made more delightful ; but the Turl^Sy who in ger 
fiend are People of grofs Apprehenfions, and have not 
a Tafte for re^n'd Pleaftires, have tum'd this beauti- 
ful Place into a Sheepfold. On the Eaft-fide of the 
Qarden wene two Terrace- Walks, rifing one abov^ 
tingther, each of which h?d wi Af^^nt of ten or t^elv^ 

StepSi' 
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Seeps, were planted with fevcral fine Orange-TreeSf 
t9 make Shades in proper Places, and led into Sum- 
mer-houfes and other delightful Apartments. All this 
Elqp^ance and Regularity may well be wonder'd at in 
thefe Parts of the World, the Turki/b Gardens being 
ufually nothing elfe but a Number of Trees jplantra 
tc^ether in a confufed Manner, without Walks, Ar- 
bours^ Knots, or any Appearance of Art or Defign: 
But Faccardine had been in Itafy^ where he had leen 
Gardens of another Nature, which his excellent Ge- 
nius (for fuch his Works fpeak him to have had) 
knew very well how to imitate in his own Country. 

At one Comer of another Garden, in which are 
feveral Pedeftals for Statues, is built a very firong 
Tower about twenty Yards in height, from whence 
we had a diftinft View of the whole City, The prin- 
cipal Objed that fti ikes our Sight, is a lai^ Turkifi^ 
Moique, originally a Chriftian Church, and dedicated 
to St. John the Evangclift ; into which we could not 
gain Admittance, and therefore contented ourfelves 
with feeing it at this Diftancc. The Greeks are ftiU 
poflefs'd of a Church in this City, an ancient and de«- 
cay*d Fabrick, the Infide whereof we had an Oppor- 
tunity of viewing, and found it adom*d with abun* 
dance of old Pi^res ; amongft which there is one 
with a Greek Infcription, fignifying it to be that of 
Couartasy the firft Archbifhop of Berytus. Not far 
from this is the Figure of Neftortus^ who is frequent- 
ly painted in the Greek Churches, though they diA 
claim hb Herefy, and acknowledge the Council of 
Epbefus by which it was condemned. But the moft 
remarkable Pi6turc of all is one of St," Nicepborus^ 
drawn almofl: as big as the Life, with a Beard reach- 
ing down to his Feet ; of which Saint the Legends 
give us the folbwing Account : That he was a Perlbn 
of eminent Virtue and exemplary Behaviour, but be- 
ing almoft deftitute of a Beard, his Countenance did 
not appear with fuSicknt Gravityt aad comrcv2ccv\ x^v^ 
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Refpcft which that venerable Ornament generally en- 
gages. This gave the good Man very great Uneafi- 
tiefs, infomuch that he fell into a deep Melancholy ; 
tf which the Devil taking the Advantage, promifeA 
Nicepbohis to fupply the Dcfedt of Nature, if he 
would hearken to his Suggeftions. The Saint, tho* 
extremely defirous of the propofed Addition to hij 
Face, was determined not to purchafe it at fo dear a 
Rate as by the lead Tranfgrcffion of his Duty ; and 
therefore, rejefting the Tempter's Offer with Indig- 
nation, and at the fame Time taking hold of the lit- 
tle Tuft he had upon his Chin, in token of the Firm* 
ncfs of his Refolution, his Conftancy was miraculoufly 
rewarded ; for it is faid he found the Hair ftretch up- 
on the firft Pluck he gave it, and repeating what he 
had done with the fame Succefs, he never defifted 
from pulling his Beard, till he had drawn it down ttf 
his very Feet. But enough of this ridiculous Story. 
• The Walls of Berooi^ on the South Side, are ftill 
rntire, but built out of the Ruins of the ancient City, 
as appears from their being party compofed of Pieces 
t)f old Pillars and Fragments of Marble, on fome of 
which we find Scraps of Latin Infcriptions. At a lit- 
tle Diftance without the Wall are fome Remains of 
Mofaic Pavements, fevcral Pillars of granite Pieces of 
poliftiM Marble, and other Tokens of the former 
Magnificence of the City. 

Having flaid one Day at Beroot^ we purfiied our 
Journey on the 1 7th in the Morning, and in lefs than 
half an Hour we came into a fine Plain, extending 
from the Sea to the Mountains, at the Entrance 
whereof is a beautifiil Grove of Pine-Trees, planted 
by the aforementioned Faccardine'^ ; and on our Left 

* Mr. MauMdreil tellt ui of ^' of the Drufes m the Year 
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we law a Village at a little Diftance, inhabitecj by the 
Drnfes^ who poffefs a long Tradt of Mountains upon 
this Coaft, After travelling two Hours from thi^ 
Grove, We were obliged to pay another Caphar ; from 
which Place we foon arrived at the River Darner^ the 
ancient TattPfras^ a Stream that fwclls to a great Height 
upon fudden Rains, and, running widi great Rapidi- 
ty, is very dangerous to Paflcngers * ; however, its 
Waten being pretty low when we were there, wc 
forded it without much Difficulty. 

Being got over this Hiver, we travcll'd along a 
narrow rugged Way between the Sea and the Moun- 
tains, which hereabouts are but a fmali Diftance from 
each other, till we came to another confiderable Stre^in^ 
with a good Stone-Bridge over it, confiding of fevc- 
ral Arches. From hence, in one Hour's Time, wc 
arrived at Sidon^ and were conduced by our FclJow- 
Traveller M. du Marais to the Refidcnce of the French 
Conful, to whom he brought Letters from Smyrna^ 
and who received us with all imaginable Civility, as 
did alfo the reft of the Gentlemen of that Nation^ 
whofe Fadtory here I have already had Occafion to 
mention. As we came to Sidon fcveral Days before 
the Conful was ready to fet out hv Jirufaleniy we had 



** flors, of turning Day into 
" Night; an hereditary Pra- 
•* ftice in his Family, procced- 
" mg kom a traditional Per Aia- 
" ta^ amongH them, chat 
" IVincet can never deep fe- 
'* cnrdf bat by Day, when 
** M^ Anions and Defigns 
** are bcft obfervM by their 
^ Goaniiy and, if need be, 
*^ moft eafily prevented ; but 
*' that in the Nig^kc it concema 
** them to be always vigilant^ 
«' kft the Darknefs, aided by 
" their fleeping, fhoald give 
•• Traiton both Oppoitmty 



** and Encouragement to a£^ 
" fault their Perfons, and, by a 
** Dagger or a PiftoJ, to make 
" them continue then- Sleep 
" longer than they intended 
" when they hiy down.** Jour^ 
" fify. Sec. p. 43. 
. • As M. 5/Mr, Nephew to 
Dr. Sp9n, was returning from 
Jerufidm in coo^iajiy with fome 
Engiiflf Gendeman, aboat the 
Year 1693, he was unfortunate- 
ly harried down by thitStieaiii^ 
and periih'd in the Sea, whicb 
lies a Farkmg lower than tha 
ni&ge« hUmlrA^isii^ 
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an Opportunity of being more particular in our Ob- 
fervations and Enquiries concerning this ancient Gty, 
whereof I now proceed to give an AccoUnt. 

SIDON^ now caird Sayde or Seyde^ may properly 
enough be term'd the Metropolis of Pbimce^ as it 
feems to be the oldeft City in this Part of the Coun- 
try, borrowing its Name, according to Jofepbus*'^ 
fix>m its Founder SidoHy the eldeft Son of Caiadn'^'^ 
t;hough other Writers do not admit of this Deriva- 
nonx. The Town is ftill populous, but has loft much 
of its former Splendor, as Well as Extent; which is 
fufficiently manifeft from the miny bcautifid PillarS^ 
and other Veftiges of its ahcient Grandeur, that lie 
(catter*d up and down the Garden^, without the Walb 
of the prefent City. Thefe Walls, are of a confi- 
derable Thickneis, but ruinous in many Places; and 
on the South Side of the Town ftands an old Caftle 
on a Hill, faid to have been built by Ltwis the Ninth 
of France^ fumamcd the Saint ; and anothcf j in a bet- 
ter Condition, on a Rock in the Sea, having a Com- 
munication with the Land by a Bridge of ten or 
twelve Arches. 

The French Merchants are all (Juarter'd fogpther 
in a large Kan clofe by the Sea, fronting which is an 
oU Mole that formerly fecur'd the Port, but has been 
demoli(h*d and rendered ufelefs by the Emilt Faccar^ 



* JiUifMkies^ Book I. C. 7. 

+ Gm. x« 15. 

X frogiu derives the Name 
from a Word fignifying a Fi^i 
and Bocbart is of the (ame Opi- 
nion, for 5tfu/^ the prefent Name 
of the City-y may be rendered 
a FiJbimg-pUet, The laft-men- 
tion*d learned Man feems to 
doubt whether or no Cmmm'% 
ddeftSoili was caH*d SU^n, as 
we tead in the PUce ^ Scrip- 
lure Juftxeferx^d to, where he 



interprets the Wor^ as meant of 
the City itfelf, and ufed infiead 
of the Name of the Father of 
the Sidmums, or the Founder of 
that Gity, whatever his Name 
was^ Bat why the Name of 
the eldeft Son ihonld be pa&'d 
over, and the reft fpedfied, it 
not eafy to conceive. — Others 
again will have Sidm to be de- 
rived from ^a/it, the Dioghter 
of BtUu, as they pretends 

dim 
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iim when he was Mafter of this Place, in order to 
free himfclf from the Vifits of the Turkijh Gallies, of 
at leaft oblige them to haften their Departure on ac^ 
count of the Danger and Incommodioufnefs of the 
Harbour; (b that £e Shipping lying at Anchor hav^s 
no other Shelter at prefenc bat a (mail Ledge of Rocks 
about a Mile diftant from the Shore on the North Side 
of the Citf. It is neverthelds a Place of confiderable 
Trade, exporting CXI, Alhes, Soap, Raifons of Da^ 
maJcuSj Rice, Glue, furkey Leather, and abundance of 
Silk, which is its chief Commodity. The neighbour- 
ing Country is fiill of Mulberry-Trees, undemeatn 
which they prcferve their Silk- Worms in little Huts, 
where they thrive very well, unlefs they arc hurt by 
violent Ckps of Thunder. From the European Na- 
tions they uke Sattins, Damaiks, Cloths of light Co- 
lours, and Paper. 

This City is the Seat of a ^urkt/h Baftiaw, who 
refides in an old unfinifh*d Palace built by the Emir 
Faccardim. The ufual Garrifon of the Place confifls 
of four or five hqndred Men, who are partly in the 
Town, and partly in the Caftles. The greateft Part 
of the Inhabitants are Turks^ who have fourteen 
or fifteen Mofques here \ but the Latins and Greeks 
have each of them a Church, the Maronites a. 
Chapel, and the Jews a Synagogue. All man- 
ner of Provifions are cheap here, and the Country full 
of Game, efpecially Hares, Partridges, tSc. which mul- 
tiply furpnzmgl^, the People in thefe Parts not taking 
much Delight either in Fowling or Hunting. 

As to ^e Antiquities oi Sidon^ they are mod of 
them oblcured and kiried by the Turkijh Buildings | 
but ibme LMin Infcriptions are to be found in the 
neighbouring Fields and Gardens. They pretend, in- 
deed, to (hew a Monument of very high Antiquity, 
no lels dton the Tomb of Zebulun\ which ftands in 
a finall Chapel in a Garden, and is held in great Ve- 
neration by rhe^^wy; The Tomb confifta otiVj ol 
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two Stones, the one fuppofed to be at the Head, the 
i)ther at the Feet of the Deceafed. - Their Diftance is 
about ten Foot, which therefore, according to this 
Tradition, muft hare been the Suture of that PatrH 
arch. 

If we condder the andent Sidanians in particular^ 
or rather the Pb^nicians in geneial, we (hall find them 
making a conflderable Figure both in ficred and pro« 
fiuie Hiftory. Much is iaid of their Arts, Sciences; 
jnd Manufactures ; and they had certainly a very hap- 
py Genius and Frame of Mind, capable of any Un- 
dertaking. Arithmetick and Aflronomy either tool^ 
rife among them, or were brought by them to grca( 
Perfection, and applied to the Afiairs of Trade and 
Navigation, and Architecture. From them thole ex^ 
cellenc Sciences flow'd into Greece^ together with their 
Letters, which they had from Cadmus* the Son of 
jl^enor. They were very early addidted to phitefo- 
phicai Ezercifes of the Mind, inlbmuch that Mpfcbus^ 
a Sidonianj taught the Doftrine of Atoms before the 
Tro;M War; fix>m whom it was probably learnt by 



^ Scmie pretend that thefe 
Chaiaaenor Letters were £- 
Bfii^r wd th^t Cj4rwi liiin-. 
telf was a Native •£ Egspt, ami 
not ofPiamicia > and the Euf- 
iiwu who aft ready to afcribe to 
themierves the faveation of eve- 
vfAxty and booft a greater An- 
tiquity than any other Nation, 
give to their Mirnuj (whom va- 
ry many Authors take to &e 
M^fn) the Honour of mventing 
Letters. Moil of the Learned 
however agree, that O^dmai 
carried the Fifam€i4m or SjrUut 
Letters into Gmct^ and that 
thofe Letters were Hebraic \ the 
Hihrtwr^ as a frnaQ NatMm, fie- 
fi^- comprehendci under the. 



general Name cfSjrumr. Jt* 
fi^Scmliger^ in his Notes on th0 
CbrmkoM of BufMmt^ proves, 
that the Gretk Letters,, and 
thoie of the Latin Alphabet 
formed from them, deri\'e their 
Original ftom the ancient Phtr' 
mkm Letters, wiuch aie the 
fame With the Semaritmn, and 
were ufed by the Jenm before 
die BatyUni/B Ckpeivity. CW- 
mms earned bat fixteen Letttn 
into GfMcy ; fiwr being added 
by PtJawmdh at the Swge of 
9rigr, above two hnndred and 
ffnr Years lower than Csdmts % 
and four more By Simmdcs, a 
loBgTbae after. 
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Ltucippus and DemocrituSy biit was afterwards moflb 
ciUdvated and improved b^ Epicurus. Pbanicia long^ 
continued to be one of the Seats of Learning, and 
both Tyre and ^doH have produced their Phiiofophcrft 
of latter Ages. 

But how famed focver they were for the Sciences; 
and jibr their Difcovcries and Improvements in tho 
learned Way, it is probable they excell'd yet more in 
their mechanical Skill, than in the Labours of the 
Brain. The Glafs of Sidon^ the Purple of "TyrCy and 
the exceeding fine Linnen they wove, were of theic 
own Produce, their ftaple Manufaftures, and laid td 
have been their own Inventions. And as to their ex^ , 
traordinary Ingenuity in the working of Metals*, Stone^ 
or Timber, and their perfect Knowledge of what was 
great andomamentalinArchitedure, there needsnoocher 
Proof of it than the large Share they had in ere&ing 
and decorating the Temple at Jerufalem\ than which 
nothing is more known, nor can more redound to their 
Honour. In a word^ they had liich a Reputation for 
their juft Tafte, fine I>efign, and hnatriant Invention^ 
that Suhman Worknianlhip or Contrivance became 
proverbial, tp exprefs whatever was elegant, noble, ov 
pleating, whether in Buikling, Apparel^ Veffel% Toys^ 
or other Curiofities. 

Nor do the PbamdaAs defenre otir Confideration 
only as learned Men or Artificers, improving them* 
felves and cultivating their Mindfi fedately at home; 

* iSbitfr takes Notioe of the the twenty- thitd Book of the 

SidD of tlie SidmtMs in this IliadJ we find one chat was 

FUtkokri ht amongft the beautifully wrought by ihofli 

hars ia the Games exh3)]tied curious; Amficers. This ^im 

4t the Fonexal of Putrt/mi according to Mr. Pp/^^s Ticanflaj 

(which ve described at krge in tion of the PafFage^ 

A Sflver Um thftt fuU Bx Meafuie5 held. 
By none in Weight or Worknumihip c«£cU*di 
Sid m uMw Aitify taught the Frame to Ihine^ 
MUanu»^ wkh AjtiSoc divine. 
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but it raifcs our Admiration to view them as Mer- 
chants, Navigators, and Planters of endlefs Colonies 
abroan. As Merchants, they may be faid at leaft to 
have f^ngrofled all the Commerce of the Weftem 
Worlvi. As Navigators, they were the boldeft, the 
mod experienced, and the greateft Difcoverers of an- 
cient Times; nor had they any Rivals for many Ages^ 
And as Planters of Coltmies, they fent out fuch Num- 
bers, that when we confider the fmall Extent of their 
Country, which was probably little more than the nar- 
row Traft of Ground between Mount Libanus and 
the Sea, it is furprizing how they could (pare fuch 
Supplies of People, without leaving their native Scat 
almoft deftitute of Inhabitants. 

With refpeft to the Trade of the Pbitnicians^ it 
is probable they took the firft Hints of it from their 
Ndyghbours the Syrians^ though this will not be al- 
lowed by fome Writers^ Be that as it wiH, having 
convenient Harbours upon their Coaft, and excellent 
Materials for Shiprbuilding upon their Mountains, they 
bent their Thoughts very early to the Advancement 
of Navigation and Commerce; and, by an extraordi- 
Dsuy Application thereto, they fbon eclipfed all the 
iieighbouring Nations, and came at length to be coo- 
fider'd as the firft of the Earth for Riches and Splen- 
dor> if not for Power. They traded by Sea to all the 
known Parts they could reach; to the Britifi Klest 
commonly underftood by the CaffUerides ; to Spaim^ 
and other Places in the Ocean, both to the North and 
South of the Sir eights Mouth; and in general to the 
Ports of the Measterranean^ the Black Sea^ and the 
Palus Msotis% in all which Parts they had Settlements 
and Correlpondence, and drew from thence what was 
ufeful to themfelves, or might be fo to others recipro- 
cally. As for their Trade by Land 'into Syria^ and 
by way of that Country into Mefopotama^ Aj^a^ 
Balyhmia^ Perjiay Arabia^ and even th& Indies \ this 
Jnny furnilb us with fomc adecjuaXfclda^ ol vihat the 

Pbttmc\c»u 
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JPhmmcians once were, and of their ancient Splendor 
and Opulence, when their Country was the great Ma- 
gazine where e^ery thing might be had that either ad- 
«nini(ler'd to the Ncceffities or the Luxury of Man- 
kind, and which they undoubtedly knew how to di- 
ftribuce to the beft Advantage. 

New I am fpeaking of the Navigation of the 'Phm- 
nsctoHS^ I might expatiate on their Voyages in the Ser- 
vice of Solomon ; but for fear of being tedious, I (hall 
only mendon that memorable one which Necbo King 
of Egypt engaged them to ^jerform, and which they 
accomplifh'd with wonderful Succefs. That Prince 
having taken into his Service ibme of the moft (kil- 
fiil Pbcsnician Mariners, fent them out by the Red Ses 
through the Streights of Babelmandel^ to difcover the 
Coafts of Africa ; and thefc Men, having failed quite 
round that Part of the World, returned to Egypt^ the 
^rd Year after their fetting out, by the Streights of 
Gibraltar and the Mediterranean -^ which was a iurpriz- 
ing Voyage to be made in thofe Days, when they had 
not the Afliftance of the Compafs. This was per- 
formed about two thoufand one hundred Years before 
Vafquez de Gamaj a Portuguefe^ (by discovering the 
Cape of Good Hope in the Year 1497) ^^^^"^ ^^^ ^^ 
very fame Way to fail to the Indies^ by which thefe 
Pbienicians had come from thence into the Mediter- 
ranean^. 



* Hence it appears, that the 
Tvrtuffitfi were only Re-difco- 
ftren of the Cmft tf Good Hope. 
AdA here it may not be amifs to 
take Tome Notice of an Opi- 
sion maintainM by a celebrated 
Author, that the i'hamciam 
made it a common Practice to 
trade with Ltdin by the Way of 
die Aid Cape, even from the 
^imes ofSeiomon. This feems 
SQ-ediUe in the firll Place, be- 



caufe the Phatmciwu had no fndi 
Tempta^n as we have to un- 
dertake fo long and dangerous a 
Voyage, and which to them 
muft have been much longer 
than it is to us at prefent. Nor 
can we fuppofe that the Stm- 
dlure and Rigging of their Ships 
were adaptedto (b troubleibme 
a Navigation; or that they 
could furnifh themielves with a 
fufficient Quantity of Scores and 

D 3 A.^ 
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As to the Government ofrhasmcia in ancient Tinics, 
it was divided, Hke other Countries, into ievend fmall 
Kingdoms; for belides^the Kings of Siden and Tyre^ 
mentioned in Scripwre, we read in Hiftory of Elbajkf 
iCing of Berytus^ of Erylus King of fyUusy and fe- 
veral others, whofe Dominions were confinM within 
-the narrow Limits of one City and its Territory. Of 
all the Pikmcian King&, thofc of Sidtm^ Tyr(^ and ^• 
radj fecm to have been the moft powerful and weal- 
thy, and make the bed Figure in Hiftwy •, but their 
Succeffions, and the Yean of their rcfpe&ive ReignSi 
are {6 perplex'd and obfcurc, and interrupted with fo 
many Chafms, that no tolerable Account of them cai^ 
cafily be given. Nor is it my Defi^ to enter intti 
this Darknefs, but to confine myfelf at prefent to 
jbme few remarkable Particiulars in the Hiftory of 5r- 
|fo», whicl^ fecm chiefly to be depended upon ; rc- 
jefting the Acpounts of the ancient Greek Writers^ 
^hich are interwoven with a thoufand Fablta. 

It has been already pbferv'd, that Siden^ the ekleft 
Son of Canaan^ was, according to Jofepbus^ the Fqun- 
ider, and probably the firft King of this City, at leaft 
the Father of the People : But as to bis Adions, or 



fVovjfiGms, and at the fame 
.irime have Room for aiiy ccoifi- 
fidcrable Cargo. Considering 
therefore thcfe J^ifadvantagcs, 
no doubt hut they could be iup- 
^lied with the Ridern Commo- 
dities in general, at a much 
cheaper Rate, from the E^yp. 
Yi-.m :iud EJqnutes on the Ara 
bian Gulpii^ and from Syria by 
"die Eif'>'\i:ci ; and thi} qertain- 
iy was a Part of the Tr.^dc thry 
drove with ^yla and E^^ft. 
'Add to this, that if the contraty 
Prafticc hal been ufual, it can- 
tiot be imagined that all Memo- 
fj'^f it wcjold have been lofti 



that the Rmaia in Owd^^ Time 
would have talk?d of the Torrid 
Zone as uninhabitable ^ and that 
Herodotus would have reckoned 
as one of the no^left T'^^^^^- 
ons of NecJbo^s Reign, hit em- 
ploying the Pkosniciofis in the 
above-mention d Voyage round 
J^rica. In fhoTt, the Jndiait 
Commerce by the Cape of Gooi 
H'f: could aniwcr no maimer of 
End to the fJ^anieiafu , nor 
could they ha\T any Tempta- 
tion to carry ^r on, fituated 93 
they were between Egyl't aiia 
Syria, the two great Magazinci^ 
of whatever ihc Baft affcvded. 

the 
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the Tears of his Reign, we are quite tn die dark; nor 
are we better acquainted with thofe of his Succeflbn; 
:for though die SuUmans are mendonM in the Hiftories 
iiMofes^ Jofima^ and the Judgesj yet we find no ex- 
fHels Mention made of their IQngs in the facred Wri- 
dngs, till the Time of the Prophet Jermiak, who 
fpcaks of Meflengers fent by feveral Kings, and ^ 
mongft the reft by that of Sidan^ to Zedekiab King 
of 7iuiab\ 

The neact King of Sidon^ of whom we hare any 
Account in Hiflory, is Teframne/hiSj who affifted Xer- 
feesy in his Expedition againft Greece^ with three hun- 
dred Gallies, and is reckoned by Herodotus among the 
chief Commanden of the Person Navy. 

In the Reign of Temes^ who is the next that ap- 
pears, (though it is uncertain whom he fucceeded) the 
Sidomms^ and other Phenicians^ not being able to bear 
the Infolence and Tyranny of thofe whom Ocbus King 
of Perjim had fct over thenn, rofc up in Arms, with 
an Intent to (hake off the Perfim Yoke. This Re- 
volt happened very opportunely for NeSanebus King 
<rf Egypt y againft whom the Perfianswtre then making 
vaft f^paradons in order to recover that Country, 
which they could not well approach but by marching 
duouffh Pbpmicia. To eqcouraffe the Phtnicians 
therefore to ftand it out, NeSaneaus fent a Body of 
four thouiand Greek Mercenaries, under the Command 
of Mentor the Rbodian^ to their AfTiftance, hoping 
thereby to make Pbmnida a kind of Barrier to Egypt^ 
and keep the War out of his own Dominions. Here- 
upon Ttimes King of Sidm (at that Time the mod 
wealthy City of Pbamcia) having fitted out a power- 
fijl Fleet with great Expedition, and raifed a confi- 
derable^ Army, took the Field; and, being ftreng- 
then'd by the Greek Auxiliaries, engaged and routed 
the Governors of Syria and Cilicia^ whom Ocbits had 

• J^nm. «rcii. $. 
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ient againfl: him, and drove the Perfians quite ouC of 
Phanicia. 

The Sidonians^ on their firft taking up Arms, had 
laid wafte a delightful Garden belonging to the Kings 
oi Perfia\ had feizcd and burnt all the Forage which 
the PerJian^GovtmoT had laid up for the Subfiftence 
of his Cavalry; and, what is ftill worfe, had ufed 
with great Severity fuch of rhe Perfians as fell into 
their Hands. Thefe Proceedings of the Sid^moHS^ 
And more efpccially the News of the above-mention'd 
t)cfeat of the Perfian Troops, enraged Ochus to fuch 
a Degree, that he breath d nothing but Revenge, 
threatening total Deftru£lion not only to the City of 
Sidon^ but to the Inhabitants of Phcmicia in genera), 
With this View he drew together an Army of 
three hundred thoufand Foot and thirty thoufahd 
Horfe, and, having mufterM them at Babyhn^ 
march'd at die Head of them into Phanicia. Men- 
ior^ who was then in Sidon^ being terrified at the Ap- 
proach of fo powerful an Army, fcnt privately a trufty 
Meffenger to the King of Perfian offering not only to 
deliver that Q\t9 into his Hands, but to afTift him in 
the reducing of Egypt^ where he was capable of doing 
him great Service, as being well acquainted with the 
Country. Ocbus gladly accepted the Propofal, fpar* 
ing no Promifes to engage Mentor in his Intercft } 
who, having received fuch Aflurances from the King 
of Perjia as he defired, found means to draw ^ennts 
King oi Sidon into the fame treacherous Defign of 
furrcndcring up the City, 

Ik the mean Time the Sidontans^ not miftrufting 
Mentor^ and much lels their own King, were prepar- 
ing for a vigorous Defence 5 the City being well for* 
tiHed, furnifh'd with Arms and Proviflons for a long 
Siege, and garrifon'd by a brave Body of well-difci- 
plin'd Sidonians^ befides the Grsek Auxiliaries* But 
all was to no purpofe; for Tennesj as foon as the 
Perfian Army drew near, feigning. to go to. a general 

Affembly 
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Aflembly of the Themcians^ marchM out with a Bo- 
dy of five hundred Men ; and taking along with him 
a hundred of the chief Citizens to be created Sena- 
tors, as he pretended, went dircdtly to the Enemy's 
Camp, and delivered theni up to Ochus^ who caufed 
all the Citizens, as Authors of the Rebellion, to be 
immediately put to death. Upon this News the SU 
damans were ftruck with fo much Terror, that five 
hundred more of the principal Citizens left the Town, >, 
to throw themfelves at Ocbus'% Feet, and implore his 
Mercy, bringing Olive-Branchcs in their Hands as 
Tokens of their SubmifTion. When they came to ihc 
Camp, Ocbus a(k*d Tmnes whether it was in^his 
Power to put him in poflcflion of the City ; for he 
was unwilling to take it upon Treaty, being bent on 
the utter Ruin of the Sidonians^ in hopes that fuch an 
Inftance of Severity would induce the reft of the Pi6^- 
mcians to fubmit without Oppofition. Temes having ' 
afliired Ocbus that he could deliver the City into his 
Hands whenever he pleafed, the Ferfian Monarch bar- 
baroufly caufed the five hundred Citizens, of whofe 
Service he found he had no Occafion, to be put to 
Death upon the Spot ; after which Execution Ocbus 
and Temes marched at the Head of the Perfian Armjr 
towards Sidon^ where they were admitted, without 
the leaft Refiftance, by Menter and the Greek Merce- 
naries, to whom TemeSj when he left the City, had 
deliver'd up one of the Gates for that Purpofe. 

The Siaonians^ upon the Approach of Ocbus" s Ar- 
my, had defignedly burnt all their Ships, in order to 
lay the People under a Neceflity of making a brave 
'Defence, by removing all Hopes of aiiv other Secu- 
rity. When therefore they faw themfelves thus be- 
trayed, the Enemy within their Wallj, and that there 
was no PolEbility of efcaping either by Sea or Land^ 
in this defpcrate Condition they (hut themfelves up in 
their Houfes, with their Wives and Children and their 
moft valuable Effcfts, aad then fet 'cm on fire » chufing 



53 IThe TRAvftts of [Turkey. 

thus to accomplifh their own Deftrudion, rather dum 
&II into the Hands of a mercile& Enemy^. Fony 
thoufand Men, bcfides Women and Children, pe- 
rifh'd in the Flames ; nor did "Tennes meet with a be&- 
let Fate than his Subjeds \ for Ocbus^ detefting hit 
Treachery, and feeing he 'could do him no farther 
Ser^ce, caufed him to be put to death ; Vengeance 
thus }ufl:ly overtaking him for the Rum he l^ul brooght 
upon his Country. 

At the Time of this Calamity, Sidim^ as has been 
already obferved, was in a flourifhing and opulent 
Condition, infomtch that a vaft Quantity of Gold and 
Silver was melted down by the Flames, and found hi 
the Afhes, which Ocbus is faid to have fold for a great 
Sum of Monf y. The dreadful Ruin of Sidon firuck 
foch a Terror into the other Cities of Phtenicia^ that 
they all voluntarily fubmitccd to the Conqueror, an4 
obtainM better Terms than they had Reafon to ex- 
)pe6l ; Ocbtts making no great Difficulty in complying 
with their Requefts, that he might be no longer re- 
tarded from putting in Execution his Projeds againft 
Egypt. Thus the feveral Prophecies concerning the 
Deftruftion of Sidon were fiilBll'd *, and all PbanUim 
was again brought under the Per/tan Dominion. 

The Succeflbr of Tennes was Strata ; for we muft 
cblerve, that the SidmUans were not totally deftrc^'d 
by the Conflagration, many of them being abfent a* 
boot their Traffick and other Occafions \ who comii» 
home a^n after Ocbus's Return into Perfiaj applied 
fbemfelves with great Diligence to rebuild their City^ 
luid ever afterw^s bore an implacable Hatred to the 
PerfiM Name. It is no Wonder therefore, that a few 
Years afterwards they fo readily fubmitted^to jlexanh 
4er the Great, embracing greedily the Opportunity of 
throwing off the Yoke under which they laboured 4 
Tor the Sidonians are faid to have been the firft in thofb 

Piirts. 
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ftett, who Kent Deputies to nuke their Subniiffion to 
that Prince as he march'd through Pbemcia \ which 
Step their King Siruto wals not able to prevent^ thoi^h 
he oppoied the Refolution, and declared in ^vour of 
Darius. On account of his Attachment to the Per^ 
Jum Intereft, ^&;^tf»^r deprived Strato of his Throne, 
and gave Hepbdfftian Power to elcft whomfbever of 
the Sidonians he thought moft worthy of fo exalted a 
Station. 

This Hepb^fiion was a great Favourite of Alexam' 
4ef^% and t^ing -quarterM at the Houfe of two Bro- 
tilers in Sidonj who were young, and of one of the 
moft con(iderable Families in the City, he ofFer'd them 
the Crown ; as a Pledge, we may fuMofe, of his 
Frieiyllhip) and an Acknowledgment of the Favours 
he had received. The two ftx)thers returned their 
generous Gueft a thoufand Thanks, but at the lame 
Time earneftly begg'd he would excufe them from 
aflfuming a Dignity to which they had no Title, and 
which, according to the Laws of their Country, they 
could not accept of, being not of the royal Family* 
Hepb^ftiim was not a little furprized at this Anfwer, 
iulmiring fuch a Grdatnefs of Soul, as could defpife 
w}ut others ftrive to obtain by Fire and Sword^ 
and all manner of Injuftice and Wickednefs^ 
but finding the young Citizens to be in earneft, hn 
defired they would name fome one of the royal Race, 
whom they judged moft defcrving of the Throne of 
^iion. The Brothers, wifely overlooking thofe whom 
they had obferved ambitioufly afpiring to this high 
Station, and paying a fervile Court to Alexander's Fa- 
vourites in order to obtain it, declared, that they did 
pot know any Pcrfon more worthy of the Diadem 
than one AbdabnymuSj defcended, though at a great 
jpiftance, from the royal. Line, and a Man of an un- 
blemi(h*d Charader, but fo poor, that he was reduced 
to live in a very obfcure Condition^ and to mainuin 
|)im|clf by his daily Labour* 
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His Poverty and mean Condition were no ObjeAi- 
on to him with Hepb^ftion^ who immediately engaged 
the Brothers to carry him the royal Robes, and the 
Tidings of his Advancement to the Throne. Aocord- 
inglv they went, and found the good Man all in Rags, 
working in a Garden as a common Labourer, when 
they acquainted him with his Promotion, and one of 
them addrefs'd him in the following manner. Ton 
mufi now change your Matters for the Drefs I have 
hrot^bi you. Put off the mean and contemptible Ha- 
iit in vjhicb you have grown old. Jffume the Senti^ 
ments of a Prince \ but per fever e in that Virtue which 
enadi you worthy of an exalted Station: And when you 
are feat ed m the Throne^ and thereby become the fupr erne 
m^enfer of Life and Heath to all your SubjeQs^ be 
fun never to forget the low Condition from which yen 
were raifed^ and to which indeed^ in great Meafure^ 
you owe your ElelJion*. Abdalonytnus was quite aftx>- 
iuib*d, and, unable to guefs the Meaning or* this un- 
cxpefted Salutadon, was ready to look upon the Whole 
us a Dream, or nothing elfe but Banter and Ridicule : 
But the Mcflengers would admit of no Denial, and 
even took upon themfelves the Trouble of wafhing 
him, threw over his Shoulders a Purple Robe richly 
embroider'd with Gold, and then, after repeated Oaths 
and Proteftations of their being in earneft, conduced 
him to Hephst/lioni who, having received him with 
all the Marks of Diftindion due to his Charader, 
caufcd him to be proclaim'd King of Sidon^ amidft 
the joyftil Shouts of the People^ who were extreme- 
ly pleafed with this Eledion-, though fome of the rich 
ones, conlidering /Ibdalomfmus^^ former abjed State, 

* JJitmt the Sntiments §f a ** cum ia regali folio refidebis. 

Frtwci, &c. The Words of ** vita nccifque, omniuiQ dvi* 

^umtus Curtius are thefe : ** Cape ** um dominus, cave oblivifcaria 

" regis anisnuniy & in cam f(^- *< hujus flatiis in quo accipis reg- 

*< tunam, qaa dignos es, ifiam ** num , imo bexculc propter 

" coDtincntiam profer; £t, ^' quem«** 

could 
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could not forbear (hewing their Refentments upon this 
Occafion. 

Part of the Difcourie which pafsM between AUx- 
Mder and this new-ele&ed Prince at their firft Inter- 
view is very remarkable and inftru&ive. The Mka^ 
dmoH Monarch having furvey'd Jbdalonpnus a long 
dme with great Attention, at laft fpoke to this RS^ : 
Tby ySr and Mein do not contradiS what is related of 
tty Extraction ; ^ IJbould ie glad to know witbwbai 
Frame of Mind thou didft bear tfy Poverty. — H^ould 
t§ ibe Gods (replied the Sidoman) that 1 may bear my 
Cromn with the fame Patience and Evennefs of Mind, 
fbefe Hands have procured me all I have deftred ; mA 
nsjlUlft Ipojfefs'd nothings I wanted nothing^. This An. 
fwer save Alexander a high Idea of Ab£ilonymus*s Vir^ 
tue; & that he not only made him a Prefent of all the 
rich Moveables which had belonged to Strato^ arid 
Part of the Plunder taken from the PerfianSy but like- 
wife annexed one of the neighbouring Provinces to his 
Dominions. All that we know of Abdalonymns*% 
Reign is, that to the laft he proved faithful to the 
MacedmdanSy to whom he was indebted for his King- 
domf. 

From this Time we find no farther Mention of the 
Kings of Sidon ; nor need we continue the Pbceniciam 
Hiftory any lower, having been fo particular in that 



* " Corporis (inquit) habitut 
^ fiunae generis non repugnat: 
**^ fed lioec fcirey inopitm qui 
** mt]cnti& tukris. Tom Die: 
'' Utiiuun (inqoic) eodem ani- 
*' moic^numpatipoifim! H« 
** nanasrulFecereddideriomeo: 
*• nihil habenti, nihU defuit/* 

Xsri. Here wc may 

that the £3q>reffion reg- 
tmmfafi, to bear the IViight §f it 
Ku^Jsm, is exttemely juft and 
Iwauitifiili tonbdcmg the xtffX 



Power as a Burden, more diS« 
colt to be botne than Poveitr 
itfelf. 

t Diodorus Stemhu calls this 
Prince Ballutj^mtu, and malcics 
both him and his Fredeceflbr. 
Strato Kings of ^jre, Fktarch 
n^es him Altmpmu^ and makes 
hmiRingof P^of. Butinth.'s 
Particular the Current of Writen 
againdthem, who place both 
StraiQ and Abda/ott^sma amon^ 
the Kinpof Si/oiu 



\ 
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of Syria \ fince thefe Countries gcneraUy iharcd cad* 
other's Fate, ancj changed Matters at the fame Time,' 
being fucreffively fubjedt to the Succeflbrs of Atexatn 
der^ the Romans^ and Eaftern Emperors, fill they were 
over-run by the Saracens^ Mamalukes^ and ^urksj uir- 
der whofe Yoke they ftill remain. 

The French Conful having prepared every thingf 
neceflary for his Journey, we fct out from Sidan txk 
the 2 2d in the Morning, and travelling along a Vcijr 
ifruitful Plain, we pafs'd in Sight of a large Villa« oif 
the Side of the Mountains, the Name of which J do 
not now remembcT. In left than three Hours from 
this Place^ wd c^me to Sdrpban^ iiippofed to be the 
ancient Sarepfa^ or Zarepbatby as it is call*d in Scrip- 
ture •i femous for the Refidence and Miracles of the 
Phiphct Elijabj who there reftored the Widow's Sost 
to Lifei At prefcnt there are only a few Houfes Oft 
the Tops of tne Hills, about half a Mile from the 
Sea^ but it is probable that the old City ftood nearer 
the Shores at tne Foot of the Mouhtains, where con- 
^ fiderable Ruins arc IKli to be difcem'd. Three Hour» 
" more brought m to the RiVer Cafimeefi which ibme 
of our modem Geographers have mifUfccn for the 
old Eleutberus^ thereby contradifting the univerfel 
Teftimony of the Andents^ who place that River much 
more Northward. Having pafs-d it over a crazjr 
Bridge, we arriv'd at Tyre in an Hour's time^ which 
makes a grand Appearance at a diftance^ but when we 
approach it there is litde. elie to be found but Ruios. 
However, being unwilling topafs by this once fiuaous* 
City without taking fome notice of its prefent State' 
and Situation, we took up our Quarters m its Neigh-^ 
bourhood. 

TTREj anciendy call'd 5^, and now 5ifr, ftanda 
on a Peninfula, and is fo much fallen from its former 

MagaU 
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Magnificence, that there arc very few Houfes left iit 
the Place, and icarce one of thenfi entire. On the 
North Side of it, indeed, there is an old Turki/b Ca- 
ftk wkhout any Garrifon ; but, if we except this one 
Structure, tht Whole exhibits nothing but a melan- 
choly Scene of Ruin and Defolation, confifting of de- 
cayed and broken Walls, Fragments of Pillars, Piece* 
of antique Marble, and great Heaps of Rubbifh. The 
Eaft End of a great Church is yet ftanding, which is 
conje2hir*d to have been the Cathedral of Tyre in the 
Chmtian Times, when this City was an Archbifhop'a 
S^. The Ifibmus^ which joins the Ifland to the Con- 
dnent, is covered with Sand; but in (bme Pajts of it 
theie feem to be the Foundations of ancient Buildings; 
and one may (till diicem thofe of the Wall widi 
whkK thcJfland was formerly encompafs'd. The In- 
habiomts of this Place aire a few poor Filhermen*^ 
who flielcer themfelves in Vaults and Caves, and the. 
miiious Houfes that are yet remaining. 

To avoid Millakes and Cbniufion in fpeakine of 
fyrs^ it; is proper to ohfcrve, that it may be diftin- 
guilh'dt into three different Cities with refpefl to Or- 
der of Time, namely, PaU-Tyrus (i. e. Old Tyre) or 
Tyr£ on the Continent, Tyre on the Ifland, and Tyre 
OQ the Peninfula, after the Ifland was join'd to the main 
Land by Aexander the Great. PaLe-Tyrus was pro- 
bably of muoh greater Extent than the new City built 
on the Ifland, which at this Day appears to be fmall, 
not containing above forty Acres of Ground. It is 
ceitaiD that this famous Mart was never very iarge^ 
not being able to extend its Walls farther than the 
MaigHi of the Ifland; and it was doubtlefs the Want 
oi Ground that induced them to build their Houfes fo 

* They feem lo have been concerning Tyn, 'om. That it 

preicrv*4 here, as Mr. Mum^ fhould ii Ukt ih$ t^ rfn Rtck^ 

drtH obferves, by Divine Provi- a Place /or Fijbrrt to firomi tbdr 

deaec, as a vii3>le Argument NiUnfon. Ezek,)Kvu iv 



howOoAliasfiilfill^d JktiWiMi 
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high as they did, for otherwife they would not have 
taken that Method for fear of Earthquakes, which had 
threatened them with Deftruftion. The Buildings of 
the City in general were lofty and magnificent, and 
above the reft appeared the Temples erefted by flir- 
ram to Jupiter^ Hercules^ and Aftarte. Its Walls, 
which were wa(h*d by the Sea^ were a hundred and 
fifty Foot high, broad in Proportion, and ftrongly 
built of large Blocks of Stone, very firmly cemented 
together. 

The two Havens of Tprrr, the one call'd Open^ 
and the other Clofe^ were torm'd by the Ifthmus that 
joins the Illand to the Continent. The former look'd 
towards Egypt^ and was accordingly called the Egjp- 
tian Port ; and the other was on the North Side, to- 
wards Sidon. Thefe Ports arc ftill pretay large, and"^ 
defended in fome meafure from the Sea by a Mole 
running out diredly from each Side of the Ifland ; 
but though the ^urkijh Gallics could formerly lyc 
here, it is faid they are only capable of receiving fmall 
Fi(hing-Boats at prefcnt, having been ftopp*d iipby 
the Emir Faccardinty as wdl as that of Stdony for po-. 
litical Reafons. 

Nothing in this ruined City or its Neighbourhood 
deferves our Attention more than a Place which the 
^urks call RofeUyne^ remarkable for an ancient Piece 
of Work vulgarly call'd Solomon's IVelb or Cifterns. 
The current Tradition concerning them is, that they 
are fiUM from a fubterraneous River, which that wife 
King difcover'd by his great Sagacity ; and that he 
caufed thefe Cifterns to be made as Part of his Re- 
compence to King Hiram^ for the Materials fiimilh'd 
by that Priuce towards building of the Temple. But 
though they are undoubtedly of great Antiquity, yet 
they are ceruinly of a later Date than the Time of 
Solomon \ for it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the A-> 
queduA, which conveyM Water from hcncc to Tyre^ 
15 a5 old gs ihc Cifterns i and (he AqueduA muft have . 
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been made fince the Time of Alexander^ being carried 
over the IJibmus formed by that Conqueror when he 
made himfelf Mafter of Tyre. 

Of thefe Ciftems there are three that remain entire 
to this Day, one of them about a Quarter of a Mile 
diftant from the Sea, the other two fomewhat farther. 
The firft is of an odogonal Figure, twenty Yards in 
Diameter; and is elevated nine Yards above the 
Ground on the South Side, but only fix on the North. 
Moft of the Country People tell you, that no body 
could ever reach the Bottom of thtfe Wells, though 
the thing has been attempted with great Lengths of 
Line ; and a celebrated Traveller pretends to give a 
Reafon for the Fmitleffnefs of thefe Attempts, by fui> 
pofing the Current or Spring to be fo very ftrong at 
a certain Depth, as to prevent the Lead from taking 
the Ground: But this Opinion of their being unfa- 
thomable has often been confuted by Experience. The 
WaU of this Ciftern (if I may call it fo) is only Gra- 
vel and Pebbles, but fo firmly confolidated with a 
ftrong Cement, that it fcems to lie one entire Rock^ 
Upon the Brink there is a Walk round it, near three 
Yards broad 5 from whence, defcending by one Step 
on the South Side, and by two on the North, you 
land on another Walk feven Yards broad. But what 
fcems moft furprizing is, that though this Strufhire is 
, fo broad at top, it is hollow, fo tliat the Water comes 
in underneath the Walks, and it requires a longer Rod 
than wc could find to reach the Extremity of the Ca- 
vity. This curious Ciftern contains a vaft Quantity 
of excellent Water, with which it is fo plentifully 
fupplicd, that it is always full, and a Stream runs from 
it that drives four Mills at a little Diftance. The Turks 
have made this Outlet for the fake of grinding their 
Com, and ftopp*d up the old one on the oppofite Side 
of the Ciftern, from whence the Water formerly if- 
fiicd into the above-mentign'd Aqucduft, which is 
Vol. m. NO XXXV. E mfc^ 
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raifed about fix Yards from die Ground, and has a 
Channel one Yard wide. 

This Aquedudt is carried Eaftward above a hun- 
dred Yards, and then approaches the two other Ci- 
ftems, which are of a quadrilateral Figure, the one 
twelve Yards Iquare, the other twenty. In each of 
thefe is a little Channel, through which their Waters 
formerly pafi'd into the Aquedudt; and thus the uni- 
ted Streams of the three Citterns were conveyM to- 
gether to "Tyrey and difpcrfed over that City* Though 
the Aqucduft, which was built upon Arches, as fuch 
Works generally were, is now gone to Decay, yet 
one may eafily trace it out by what remains of it in 
fcveral Places. It nins Northward for about two Miles» 
and then turning to the Weft, proceeds over the 
Ifthmus into the City, as before mentionM. 

What I have already faid concerning the Trade 
and Navigation of the ancient Phcenicians in general^ 
makes it unneceffary to enlarge on that of the Tyrians 
in particular; though fome few Remarks may not im- 
pertinently be added upon that Subjeft. Tyre^ who 
IS call*d in Scripture the Daughter of Sidan*^ as being 
undoubtedly a Colony of the Sidoniamfj at length for- 
pafsM its Mother-City in Magnificence, Power, and 
Riches. Its Induftry and advantageous Situation raifed it 
to the Sovereignty of the Seas, and made it the Center 
of all the Trade in the Univerfc. From the extreme 
Parts of Arabia^ Perfia^ and India^ to the moft re- 
mote Weftern Coafts ; from Scytbia and the Northern 
Regions, to Egypt, Etbiopta^ and the Southern Coun- 
tries; all Nations contributed to the Increafe of its 
Wealth and Splendor. Not only the fcveral things 
ufcful and neceflkry to Society, which thofe various 

* Ifittah xxiii. 1 2. being driven oat of their own 

\ Jujtin tells us in exprefs Country by the King of the 

Terms, that the City of Tyre Afcalwimns^ were forced to feek 

was built, before die Taking of new Seats. 

7r»y, hy (he SUMiavt, who^ 

Parts 
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Parts of the World produced, but whatever they had 
of a rare, curious, or precious Kind, and beft adapted 
to the Support of Ftide and Luxury, all thefe were 
brought to its Markets. And 7yr^, on the other hand, 
as from a common Source, difperfed this varied A- 
bundance over all Kingdoms, thereby enriching herfelf 
to fuch a Degree, that her Merchants were equal to 
Princes*, and at the fame rime infecting Mankind with 
her corrupt Manners, by infpiring them with a Love 
of Eafe, Vanity, and Voluptuoufnefs. But to give 
the Reader an adequate Idea of the extenfive Com- 
merce, the Magnificence, Power, Opulence, and alfo 
of the Pride, Luxury, and other Vices of T^yre which 
brought on her Deftrudion, I need only refer him 
to the twenty-fixth, twenty- fcventh, and twenty-eighdi 
Chapters of the Prophet Ezekiel. 

It would be vain and unneceffary to undertake a 
Detail of the various Commodities brought from di- 
ftant Nations to this &mous Emporium, or of what 
the Tyrians exported to other Countries. Their own 
Tcmtory being but fmall, it cannot be fuppofed they 
could fend much of its Produce abroad ; and perhaps 
rather wanted than abounded with the Fruits of the 
Earth. It is therefore probable that their Exports con- 
lifted chiefly in their own Manufactures, and fuch Mer- 
chandife as they had before imported, by the way of 
the Red Sea^ from Perfia^ Indian Africa^ and Arabia^ 
with which they fiimilh'd all the Wcftem Parts of the 
WorW. 

Now I am fpeaking of the Trade of Tyrt^ I mufl: 
not forget one of its principjtl Commodities, I mean 
its Purple^ which brought fo much Honour as well as 
Treafure to that City. That rich Tincture, univer- 

^ * The Scripture makes men- i^hofi Traffickers ure the H^wr- 
tion of Tjri ju a Gty liAofe atle of the Earthy IfaiaJi xsdii. 
Ihrchtmti €n frinw^ and 8. 
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68 The Travels of [Turkey. 

fally celebrated amongft the Ancients*, was cxtrafted 
from a teftaceous Sea-Fifh found upon the TyrioH 
Coaft, which hath been unknown theref for many 
Ages. This Filh is indifferently called MureXy Con-- 
chylium, or Purpuras and the Difcovery of its ting- 
ing Quality is faid to have been taken from a Dog, 
which having caught one of them among the Rocks, 
and eaten it up, ftain'd his Mouth and Beard with 
the precious Liquor; which ftruck the Fancy of a ^- 
rian Nymph fo ftrongly, that flie refiis'd her Lover 
Hercules any Favours till he had brought her a Man- 
tle of the fame Colour. A Shell Fifli is found in the 
American Seas, which much refembles the ancient Pur- 
pura^ and is perhaps the very fame J j but if we have 



fpeaking of a Robe prefented to 
l£neas by Dido, tells us. 



* Frequent mention Is made 
X)f it by the Poets and ocher an- 
cient Writers. Thus Virgil^ 

Tyriofut anUhat muria Lena, .£neid. IV. 26a. 

His collly Robe with Tyrian Purple (hone. 

And Horace fpenks of what the that is, dmAlt-iytd, iyed in 
Ancients called dihapba purpura, Graiit : 

Muricibui Tyriis ittrattt nnllera iatue. Epod. XIII. 21. 
A Garment twice imbued with Tyrian Dye* 



f If the Fifh is not to be 
found, Dr. Sbarju however af- 
fures usy thai, amongfl a Va- 
riety of other Shells, the P«r- 
pura of RondiUtik. is very com- 
mon upon the lyrian Shoi e. Se- 
veral of thofe which the DoAor 
law had their Infides beautified 
with purplifh Streaks ; which 
Circumftance he thinks may fo 
far inftruct us, that they once 
belongM to fuch an Inhabitant. 

X This Fifh is found in great 
Abundance in the Seas of the 
Spanijh Weft-itidies neai l^anama 
and Niccya, and m^iy be reckoned 
the^ diief Riches of the latter 



City. They are taken in the 
Spring, and conflantly diiappear 
a little before the Dog-Days. 
On being rabb'd one againfl an- 
other, they yield a kind of 5tfA- 
nja or thick Glair, refembling 
foft Wax ; but the Purple T>^^ 
is in the Throat of the Fifh, aiid 
the fineil Part in a little white 
Vein ; which is fo agreeable 
to Pliny s Account of the an- 
cient Mnrex, that one can hard- 
ly doubt its being of the lame 
Species. Cloth i^ Segovia^ dyed 
with this Purple, is (eld for 
twenty Crowns an £11, and is 
fcarce worn by any but thegrea- 

loft 
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loft the old Purple, the Pcrieclion to which the Mo- 
dems have carried the other Colours makes tiicm am- 
ple Amends for the Lofs. 

The Tyrians were not only famous for their Purple, 
but the Honour of the Invention ot Dying is attri- 
buted to them ; and indeed, till the Time of AJsx- 
andcr we find liardly any other Sort of Dye ufc but 
Purple and Scarlet. It was un.:cr the Succcflbrs of 



teft Nobkmen in Sfmrn, — — 
The CarMee likndi have like- 
wife their Purple-Fifh; which 
B callM Burgan^ being of the 
Size of the Endofone^s Finger, 
and refembling oar Periwinkles. 
It5 Shell is of a brownifh Azure, 
its Fleih white, its JntefHnes of 
a very bright Red, the Colour 
whereof appears through the 
Body ; and it is this that dyes 
the Froth which it calls when 
taken, and which is at firfl of a 
Violet Hue, bordering upon 
Blue. To oblige them to yield 
the greater Quantity of Froth, 
they lay them on a Plate, and 
ihake and beat them againil one 
another ; upon which the Plate 
is immediately coverM with the 
Froth, which is received on a 
Linnen Cloth, and becomes Pur- 
ple in proportion as it dries. — 
But befides the Indian Purple - 
Pifbcs, we have others much 
nearer home, even on the Coafls 
of Scmcrfitjbire^ South Waltiy 
&r. where they were difco- 
m'd in 1686 by Mr. IV, Colei 
an Account whereof may be 
fcen in the Fhilofifhlal Tramf- 

mSions. M. Rtoumur ob- 

ferves, that this Fi(h is a kind of 
Bucriimm^ a Name given by the 
Ancicat) to all Filhes whoA; Shell 



bears any Refemblance to a 

Huntii>g-Horn 'I'l.-c Method 
of obtaining tiie I IntliTc, ic- 
cordinflj to the lame Wr.-.c r, is 
thi? : The Shell, v'iii':;> is very 
hard, being broken, (wiih the 
Mouth downwards, to as net to 
crulh the Rouy) and the broken 
Pieces being pick'd off, tLcre 
appeai-s a white Vein lying 
tninfverfely in a little Furrow or 
Cleft next the Head of the Fifh. 
In this Vciu the purple Matter is 
lodged; which, being laid on 
Linnen, appears at firll of a 
light green Colour, and, if cx- 
pofcd to the Sun, foon changes 
into a deep Green, in a few Mi- 
nutes into a Sea-Green, and in a 
few more into a Blue ; then it 
becomes of a purplifh Red, and 
in an Hour more of a deep Pur- 
ple. Here the Sun's Aftion ter- 
minates J but by wafhin^ in 
fcalding Water and Soap, and 
drying it, the Colour ripens to 
a mod beautiful Crimfon, whictt 
will bear waihing admirably 
without any Stypiick. The Fiih, 
he cbfcrves, is good Food; and 
adds, that there are feveral 
Kinds differing in Size and Shell, 
and alfo in the Colour of the 
tinging Liquor. There are fomc 
found on the Coafts of Pordon. 

E 3 ^JMiX. 
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^at Monarch, that tlie Greeks applied themfelves to 
^he other Colours, and invented, or at lead perfcftcd 
Blue, Yellow, Green, fc?r. but in this Art the An- 
cients have been far outdone by the Moderns. How- 
cveV, if ^yre had the Honour and Benefit of this In- 
vention, me fuffer'd by it in the End; for, according 
to M. Huefy the Diflblutenefs of that City was very 
much owing to the great Number of E>yers there ; 
from whence we may infer^ that they were a rich as 
well numerous Body of People^ prcnid, extnvaganty 
vain, and debauched. 

According to Jofepbusy the City of Tyre was 
Founded two hundred and forty Years before the Build- 
ing of the Temple of Jerufalem\ but we know little 
of its Hiftory till the Time oi Abibaly with whom Jo- 
fephus and Tbeopbilus Antiocbenus begin the Series of 
Syrian Kings which they have fumifh'd us with from 
iius and Menander the Ephejian. Dius^ who was a 
Pb/enician by Birth, wrote the Hiftory of Tyre^ which 
he cxcrafted from the publick Records that were care- 
fully prefervcd in that City : And Menatider compiled 
the Lives and Aftions of Princes, both Greek and Bar- 
barian^ from the like Authorities. 

This Abibaly or Abeimal, as he is callM by Tbeo- 
pbiluSy we have little Knowledge of, except that he 
was cotemporary with Davidy and probably join'd 
with the neighbouring Nations againft him, fince Da- 
vid counts the Inhabitants of lyre amongft his Ene- 
mies*. However that be, his Son Htramfy who fuc- 
cceded him, maintained a ftridl Friendftiip with David 
all his Lifetime, to whom he fent Embaffadors, to 
congratulate him perhaps upon his Viftory over the 
Jebujites, whom he had driven from the ftrong Hold 
of Zion^ and concluded an Alliance with him. He 

* P/al, Ixxxiii. 7. ram and Trcm by Jo/if bus ; and 

-)• 1 his Prince is foRietimes Chintmus by TatioM and ZotUH 

callM liter <iM.r, and fomedmei ras* 

Hiercmenusj by ^biofbibu i A- 

made 
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made Hafvid a Prefent of Cedar-Trccs, and fent fkil- 
ful Workmen to build him a Palace in JerufcilanX. 
The Expreflion in Scripture, that Hiram was ever a 
Lover of DavidWy implies that he was a fincere Friend, 
as well as a faithful Ally : And upon the Death of 
that Prince, and Solomnfs fiicceeding to the Throne, 
the AfFeftion that Hiram had conftantly maintained 
for the Father, prompted him to fend a grati?!-t;ory 
Emhafly to the Son, exprefling great Joy to fvC the 
Government continued m the fame Family. Upon 
the Return of thefe Embafladors, Solomon took the 
Opportunity of writing a Letter to Hiram^ which Jo- 
fepbus has tranflated to us, and is to the following Ef- 
fcft. 

" King Solomon* to King Hiram, Greeting. 

^ Be it known unto thee, O King, that my Fa- 
** ther David had it a long time in his Mind to ereft 
•* a Temple to the Lord ; but being perpetually in 
•* War, and under a Neceffity of clearing his Hands 
. " of his Enemies, and making them all his Tributa- 
" rics, before he could attend this great and holy 
•' Work, he hath left it to me, in Time of Peace, 
** both to begin and to finifli it, according to the Di- 
** reftion, as well as the Prediftion, of Almighty God, 
*' Blefled be his great Name for the prefent Tranquil- 
*' lity of my Dominions! and, by his gracious Af- 
•• fiflance, I (haJl now dedicate the bed Improve- 
** ments of this Libeny and Leifurc to his Honour 
•* and Worfhip. Wherefore I make it my Requeft, 
•* that you will let fome of your People go along with 
*• fome Servants of mine to Mount Libanus^ to aflift 
•* them in cutting down Materials towards this Build- 
*• ing ; for the Sidonians underftand it much better 
•* than we do. As for die Workmens Reward qr 

X 2 $««. V. 1 1, and 1 Cbm. I i Kings v. i. 

E 4 *1 Wages, 
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«' Wages, whatever you think reafonable fhall be pun- 
«< ftually paid them.** 

To this Letter King Hiram return'd a very oblige 
ing Anfwcr, which has Iikewife been prefcrved by Jo- 
fepbus in the following Terms : 

" King Hiram to King Solomok. 

" Nothing could have been more welcome to 
•« me, than to underftand that the Government of 
•« your blcffed Father is devolved by God's Provi- 
" dence into the Ilands of fo excellent, fo wife, and 
<* fo viraious a Succeffor: His holy Name be praifed 
«' for it! That which you write for fhall be done with 
** all Care and Good-Will ; for I will give Order to 
** cut down and export fuch Quantities of the faireft 
*« Cedars and Cyprefs-trees as you fhall have Occa- 
«* fion for. My People (hall bring them to the Sea- 
«* fide for you, and trom thence fhip them away to 
*' what Port you pleafe, where they may lie ready for 
*^ your own Men to tranfport them to Jerufalem. . It 
«* would be a gri^at O.^ligation, after all this, to 
•' allow us fuch a Provifion of Corn in exchange, as 
" may Hand with your Convenience, for that is the 
*' Commodity we IHanders want mofl.** 

We are afUir'd I^y Jofepbus^ that the Originals of 
thcfc Letters were extant in his Time, both in the 
Jewjjh and Tyrian Records*; and they are entirely ar 
grccable with what is delivcr'd in Scripture + upon 
the fame Subjcsfl. Hiram's Anfwer was highly plea- 



• Notwithllanding Jofephus 
appeals to thefe Records for the 
Authcntickncfs of the two Let- 
ters here tranfcribed, fome have 
fufpcdted they are not genuine, 
cQ)eciaIly beciufe Hiram is nr.ado 
to fpeak oi^yrt as if it were ao 



Ifland; whereas it is certain, 
that the Old Tyre^ which was 
then fhinding, and mufl be the 
Place here fpokcn of, was fituate 
on the Continent. 

•f 1 Kings V. 2, ^ M'i* 

fing 
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fing to Solomon^ who, in return for his generour- Of- 
fers, ordered him a yearly Prelcnt of tw^ary thoufand 
Meafiires of Wheat, and twenty M alures of pure 
Oil. Befides the Odars, and other Materials for build- 
ing the Temple, Hiram fcnc to Sclcmon a moll fliilful 
Artift of his own Name, who was very famous in 
^yre for working in Gold, Silver, and other Metals, to 
atnil and direft him in that great Undertaking; nor 
did he only furnifh him with the choiceft Wood, and 
the ableft Architefts and Workmen, but advanced 
him a hundred and twenty Talents of Gold towards 
carrying on the Fabrickj. Sclomon took care not to 
be behindhand with him in his Gencrofity; for, be- 
fides the annual Supply of Wheat and Oil above-men- 
tion'd, he gave him twenty Cities in the Land of 
Galilee^ not far from Tyre ; which Hirain^ however, 
did not think fit to accept of, and from his Refiifal 
that Part of the Country was callM Cabul^ that is, dif 
pleafing*. 

This Tyrian Prince was equally fcrviceable to Solth 
mon in the building of his Fleet, as in perfefting the 
great Work of the Temple-, gcneroufiy fending him 
as many Shipwrights as he had occafion for, together 
with (kilful Pilots and Mariners, to afTift him in car- 
rying on a Trade to Opbir from Elotb and Ezion-ge- 
ter, two*Ports on the Red-Sea \ for it is to be remem- 
ber'd, that in thofe Days, and for many Ages after, 
the Tynans were the moft experienced in naval Afiair^ 
of any People in the World f. 

From all this it appears, that Tyre was in a very 
flourifhing Condition under Hiram, who not only en- 
larged it, but repaired and improved divers Cities in 
the Eaftern Parts of his Dominions. He built cwq 
Temples, one to Herculesy another to /ifiarte^ beau- 
tifying and enriching theni with valuable Prcfents. 

X I Kings VL, 14. f I Kings ix. 26, 1^7. and 

* I Ksm^svL II, 12, 13. J G&r»*. viii. 17, I?. 
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He likewife eredlcd a Statue to the former, and i$ faid 
to have repaired the Temples of other Gods, to whom 
he made very coftly Offerings. In a word, he i;ras ra- 
ther a religious than a warlike Prince; for, during the 
thirty-four Years of his Reign, we do not find that 
he undertook more than one military Expedition. 

His Succeffors make little Figure in Hiftory till we 
come to Pygtnalion^ who afcended the Throne at the 
Age of fixteen, on the Death of his Father Mettinus. 
In the feventh Year of his Reign, his Sifter Elifa^ 
better known by the Name of Dido^ fled from Tjrf, 
and laid the Foundations of the City of Carthage in 
Jfrica \ the Occafion of which Flight is commonly 
thus related. Pygmalion^ coveting the immenfe Riches 
of his Uncle Sichieus^ otherwife caird Acerbas and 5/- 
ebarbasy who was a Prieft of Hercules and had. mar- 
ried his Sifter JE///2r, determined by feme means or o- 
ther to gratify his Avarice, and get them into his own 
Poffcffion. But as this could not be effefted, without 
manifeft Violence and Injuftice, while Sicbseus was a- 
livc, he invited him one Day to go a hunting ; and 
taking the Opportunity, while the reft of the Com- 
pany was eagerfy engaged in the Chace, he ran him 
through with his Spear; and then, throwing him down 
a Precipice, gave out that. the Fall had been the Oc- 
cafion of his Death. Ji(/Hn and Firgil fay *, that 

• See Jmfth, Lit. «. — — tliis Account of PygmaBon : 
And Firgil makes Femts give 
. ^ Illi Sicha 



Iwi^usmiti aras^ iOgiu mMri cacus wmre^ 
Clamftrro incautwrn/uferat^ feeurus amorum 
GirmnMitf faSumqut diu eglavit ; Isf a gram, 
Multa malus fimulans^ nnmaj^ lufit amantem. Rvl, L. I« 
The Monarch, Blinded with Defire of Wealth, 
With Steel invades his Brodier*s Life by Stealth ; 
Before the (acred Altar made him bleed. 
And long from her conccal'd the cruel Deed : 
Some Tale, fome new Pretence, he daily coined, 
To (both his Sifter, and delude her Mind. Drydew. 

Pygmalion 
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Pygmalion was lb impious as to murder his Uncle at 
the very Altar: B«t however that be, he reap'd no 
Benefit from his wicked Attempt, being difappointcd 
at laft by the prudent and artful Condu6t of his Sifter 
Elifd ; who, having form*d a Defign of leaving ^yre^ 
ana iaving both herfelf and the Treafures of her dc- 
ceafed Hufl^nd from the cniel Avarice of Pygmalion^ 
defir'd him to furnifh her with Men and Ships to con- 
vey her EfFefts to Cbartay or Cbarfacaj a Imall City 
between Tyre and Sidorty upon pretence of retiring to 
five there with her Brother Barca. The covetous 
Prince thought this a fair Opportunity of feizing what 
he had hitherto defirM in vain ; for SicbauSy who was 
thoroughly fenfible of his Nephew's avaricious Tem- 
per, had taken care to conceal his Riches under-ground. 
With a View, therefore, of bringing them to Light, 
he readily granted £///&*s Demands, of which he foon 
repented ; for being aflifted by her Brother Barcay and 
other Fricjids who were privy to her real Defign, and 
had engaged to follow her at all Adventures, her Trea- 
fures were put on board, and the Fleet out at Sea, be- 
fore Pygmalion had Intelligence of her Refolurion. 
Finding himfelf thus deluded, it is faid he would have 
fitted out a Fleet and puriiied the Fugitives, but was 
prevented by the Intreaties and Tears of his Mother, 
and the Threats of an Oracle. The firft Place thcfe 
Adventurers touch'd at was the Illand of Cyprusy from 
whence they carried off^ a great Number of young Wo- 
men, who were very necellary to their Defign of plant- 
ing a new Colony. From Cyprus they fteer*d for the 
Coafts of Africuy where being kindly received by the 
Inhabitants of Uticay 2l Tyrian Colony, they founded 
CaribagCy a City which afterwards rofe to fuch a Height 
of Power, as to contend with Rome for univerfal Em- 
pire. 

The next King of Tyre that occurs in Hiik>ry 
is ElubituSy who was cotemporary with Salmane^^ 

fer\ 



76 77)8 Travels of .[Turkey. 

fer* King of JJfyria. This Prince, feeing the Pbili'- 
j9/»^j brought low by the War which Hezckiah had made 
upon them, Jaid hold of that Opporcunity to reduce 
Gatby which fome time before liad levoltcd from the 
^rians. Hereupon the People oiCalb applying them- 
felvcs to Salnianefer^ Ciigaged him in their Caufc, in- 
ibmuch that he marched with a powerful Army into 
the Syrian Dominions', Wx sl Pcice being concluded 
between liim afid Eluburus^ ho with i' re w his Troops, 
and retired. Not long after this, ^S/J^;/, and feveral other, 
mariume Towns ofPhantcia^ tlirc w offdieir Subjection 
to the King of Jyrf, Sind {uhraizi.:d 10 Salmane/er -^ up- 
on which a new V/ar was kindled between the Syrians 
and JJIyrians. The AJfyrian Monarch, who could nojt 
brock to fee that the Syrians fhouU' be the only Peo- 
ple upon that Coad who difputed his Power and Au- 
thority, refolv'd to ufe his utmoft Endeavours towards 
reducing them ; for which End, bcfi'les Land- Forces, 
he fitted out a Fleet of fixty Sail : But the Tyrians^ 
with twelve Ships only, having encountered and dif- 
perfed them, and taken five hundred of the iRowers 
ftifoners, this Aftion gain'd them fo much Reputa- 
tion for their Skill in naval Affairs, that SalmanefeTy 
not caring to venture another Engagement at Sea, 
tum'd the War into a Siege -, and, having left an Ar- 
my to block up the City, returned to JJJyria. Thefe 
Forces reduced Tyre to great Diftrefs, by flopping the 
Aquedu£bs, and cutting off all other Conveyances of 
Water; but by digging Wells within tlie City the 
People found fo much Relief, as to enable tliem to 
hold out for the Space of five Years •, at the End of 
wliich, Sabnanefer dying, the Siege was raifcd. 

* This Monarch (who in ing to ^e/Z^/i^/r;, there is Mention 

Hofiax. 14. is callM Shalman, made of him, and of his Con- 

and in T§bii i. 2. Enemtjfar) was quell over the Land of Ifrao!^ 

theSon and Succefibr of ^^ar«f in the Hiilory of the Tyriuns^ 

or Tigktb'filefir i and^ ''^oyd- Jmiq. L. IX. c. 14. 

k This 
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This Succels very much increafcd the Pride and 
Infolence of the Tyrians^ for which God was picafed 
to bring upon that City the Deftrudion he had 
threaten'd hy his Prophets* and which was efFcftcd by 
Nebuchadnezzar Yim^ of Babylon. That mighty Mo- 
narch, whom Ezekiel ftiles a King cf Kings* j Jaid 
Siege to Tyre in the Reign of Itbobal the Second ; and 
fuch was the Power of the Tyrians at that Time, that 
the Siege employed him for thirteen Years together. 
At Jaft, however, he made himfelf Maftcr of the 
Place; but as moft of the Inhabitants had retired with 
all their EfFefts before it came to that Extremity, up- 
on his cntring the Town he found it almoft empty, 
and nothing left to reward himfelf or his Soldiers for 
the long Fatigues they had undergone. This is evi- 
dent from the Scripture, where it is faid, Nebucbad^ 
mzzar King of Babylon caufed bis arfity to ferve a great 
fervice againft Tyrus -, every head was made bald, and 
every Jboulder was peeled ; yet had he no wages ^ nor his 
army^ for Tyrus ^ for the fervice that he had ferved a- 
gainfi it\. Enraged therefore at this Difappointmcnt; 
he vented his fury upon the Buildings and the few 
remaining Inhabitants, rafing the former to the Ground, 
and putting the latter to the Sword. To this deplo- 
rable Condition was Tyre reduced by the Babylonians^ 
and thereby the Prophecies concerning the Overthrow 
pf that City plainly fuhiird. 

It is evident from Scripture that Tyre was utterly 
deftroy*d by Nebuchadnezzar-, and yet we are told by 
the Phcenician Hifcorians, that Ilbobal (who was flain 
in this War by the Ajfyrians, as may be inferred from 
EzekicFs Prophecy % againft him) was fucceeded in 
the Kingdom by Baal, and Baal by feveral temporary 

• EawA. xxvi. 7. with he was thrcatcn'd, fee 

f EzfA. xxix. 18. Ezck.xxjaii. from the Beginning 

X For the Charadcr of Itbo- to the eleventh Verfc. 
Itf/j and the Dcilnifton whcre- 
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Magiftrates. This makes it very probable, that the 
' ^yrians^ who had retired with their EfFedi into an 
IQand about half a Mile diftant from the Shore, and 
built themfelves a new City, fubmitted to Nehucbad^ 
nezzar upon Terms after the Deftniftion of the old 
one ; and that this Monarch deputed Baal to be their 
King, who reign'd ten Years; but after his Death, 
the Government, in order to make it more dependent 
( on the AJJyriatts^ was changed into that of Magiftrates, 
caird Suffetes*^ or Judges^ a Name which Levy in- 
forms us was given to the chief Magiftrates among 
the Carthaginians^ who, as we fee from the Story of 
Elifa and Pygmalion above related, were of Tyrian Ex- 
tradion. 

After ^yre had been thus governed for fome 
Years by Judges, the royal Dignity was reftorcd ; but 
the Kings continued Tributaries to the yfj^ans for 
the Space of fcventy Years, at which Time they re- 
covered their ancient Liberties and Privileges, as well 
as Trade and Profperity, according to Ifaiab*s Pre- 
diftionf . From hence I ftiall pafs over all the Kingi 
of Tyre till the Time of Alexander the Great, except 
StratOy the Manner of whofe Acceflion to the Throne, 
as given us by Jujiinj is fo very remarkable that ic 
feems worth relating. 

It happened that the Slaves, who were then very 
numerous in Tyre^ form'd a Confpiracy againft their 
Mafters, and murdcr*d them all in one Night, except 
Strata^ whom his Slave fccrctly prcfcrved. Having 
• thus got poffefTion of the City, married their Mi* 
ftrefles, and made themfelves abfolute Lords of tte 
State, they refolvM to create a King out of their own 
Body -, and unanimoufly agreed, that he fhould be 

* Suffetes had its Deri\'ation call*d for feveral Genenttioiii, 
from the Hdrtw Word SUfke- before they had Kings. Pri- 
itMy i. e. Judges I which was dtOMx's Conned. Vol.1, p. 129. 
the v^ry mmc by which the f Ifaiab xxiii. ij, 16, 17, 
chjfff Covcrnon of I/rad were 18. 

i^\Ced 
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raifed to that Dignity, who the next Morning fliould 
firft fee the Rifing Sun, as thinking that would be a 
Token of the Pcrfon's being approved of by the 
Gods tliemfelves. For this Purpole they refolv'd to 
meet about Midnight in an open Field on the E^ 
Side of the City, and there, with one Accord, to be- 
llow the Crown upon the Perfon who Ihould firft make 
the Difcovery, In the mean Time Straio^s Slave ha- 
ving imparted the whole Matter to his Matter, whom 
he kept carefully concealed, was advifed by him not 
to turn himfclf to the Eaft, as the others would pro- 
bably do, but to the Weft, and there keep his Eyes 
6x*d on the Top of the higheft Tower in the City, 
The Slave followed his Mafter's Inftmftions ; and the 
whole Multitude, feeing him look for the rifing Sun 
in the Weft, thought him no better than a Fool or a 
Madman. But they were foon convinced of their 
Miftake ; for while they ftood gazing towards the Eaft: 
in expedation of feeing the Sun appear, Strato*% Slave 
call'd to them, and lhew*d them the Tops of the high 
Buildings of Tyre already illuminated with his Rays. 
Upon this he was univerfally applauded by his Com- 
panions, who prefs'd him very eameftly to name the 
rerlbn to whom he was indebted for fuch a wife 
Thought, for they could not afcribe it to himself, or 
to any of their Fellow-Slaves. At firft he rcfulbd to 
fatisfy their Curiofity •, but at length, upon promife of 
Impunity for himfclf and the Perfon he fhould name, 
he acknowledged, that having been always treated by 
Strato with great Humanity and Kindnefs, he had 
been influenced by Companion and Gratitude to fave 
both him and his Son in the common Maffacre ; and 
that he had afted in the prefent AflTair according to 
his Mafter's Direftions. The Multitude, hearing this, 
not only pardoned the Slave, but looking upon Strato 
as a Perfon preferved by the particular Providence of 
the Gods, immediately advanced him to the Throne of 
7jrc. 
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We know nothing more of this Prince ; but he 
was fuceeeded by his Son, and the Kingdom was en- 
joy*d by his Defcendants ; among whom, the only 
one we find mentioned in Hiftory is .^/z^/w/V, inwhofe 
Reign the City of ^yre was befieged and taken by A- 
lexander the Great j which being a very extraordinary 
Event, and the Siege one of the mod remarkable of 
Antiquity, I hope the Reader will cxcufe me if I dwell 
a little longer upon that Subject, than may feem con- 
Cftent witii the Defign of a Traveller. 

All the other Cities of Syria and Phcsnicia were 
already fubdurd, or rather had fubmitted to the Ma* 
iedcnianSy when Alexander laid Siege to Tjr^, which 
was then in a very wealthy and ftourifliing Condition. 
Upon the Conqueror's advancing towards their Terri- 
tories, the Tyrians lent Ambafladors to meet him, Ca- 
mongft whom was die King's own Son) with Pre- 
fents for himfelf and Provifions for his Army. They 
were willing, it fcems, to have him for their Friend, 
but not for their Matter ; fo that when he de- 
fired to enter the City, under Pretence of offering 
Sacrifice to Hercules *, its tutelar God, they refiifed hJhi 
Admittance. yllexanJer^ now flufli'd with fo many 



• It is to be obfervcd, that 
the Tyrianj themfclves did not 
know this God by the Name of 
Hercules, but that of Melcar- 
tbusi which, being compound- 
ed of the two Pbaniiian Words 
Melee and Kartha, did in that 
Language fignify the King or 
Lord of the Ciiy, The GreeiSf 
from fome Similitude which they 
found in the Worihip of this 
God at Tjre, with that where - 
witli they worfhipp'd Hercules 
in Greece, thought them to be 
both the fame ; and hence 
can)e the Name of Hercules 
Tjriiis among them. This God 



feems to be the fame with the 
Baal of the holy ScriptureSa 
whofe Worihip JexeM brought 
from Tyre into the Land of 
I/rael; Baal with, the Addition 
of Kartha fignifying the fame, 
as Mclec widi the fimc Ad- 
dition : For as the latter in the 
Pbetnifian Language is Kisui ef 
ij?e Gty, the other in the &iie 
Language is LcrJ a/ the Ciiyi 
and as Baal is put alone to figni* 
fy this Tyrian God m Scripture, 
fo do we alfo find Melee pat 
alone to fignify the fame God. 
PriJeaux's ComseOUn, Vol. IIL 

p. 222. 

Viftoriea^ 
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Vi6tories, had too high a Heart to put up fuch ati 
Affront, and therefore refoIvM to force them to it by 
a Siege; which they, on the other Hand, weredcter- 
min*d to fuftain to the laft Extremity. What encou- 
raged the Syrians in this Refolution was the Strength 
of their City both by Art and Nature, being feated on 
an inand about half a Mile from the Continent, as 
before obferved, furrounded by a Wall a hundred and 
fifty Foot high, and Well ftored with Provifions and 
all Sorts of warlike Machines : AJd to this the Con- 
fidence they had in the Carthaginians^ their Allies, 
who were then Matters of the Seas, and had promifed 
to fend them Succours. 

It was impoflibje for Alexander^ Army to make 
their Approaches to this City any otherwife than by 
carrying a Mole or Caufcway from the Continent to 
the Idand, an Attempt wherein they might expeA to 
meet with innumerable and infurmountable Difficul- 
ties. But as Alexander was dcterminM to make him- 
felf Maftcr of the Place at any rate, this great Work 
was undertaken, and at length accomplifh'd, not- 
withftanding the Violence of the Winds and Waves 
tnd the vigorous Oppofition made by the Befieged; 
He was aflifted in raifing the Mole, which was two 
hundred Feet in Breadth^ by the Inhabitants of the 
neighbouring Cities, who were all fummon'd for that 
Purpofc. The Ruins of Old Tyre on the Continenti 
^hich hadibeen deftroy'd by Nebticbadnezzary fur- 
nifh'd him with Stones, ana Mount Ubanus with 
Timber. 

The Soldiers began the Work with great Alacrity, 
being animated by the Prefence of their Sovcrrign, 
^ho himlclf gave out all the Orders, and who knew 
how to infihuate himfclf into and gain thfe Aafeftions 
of his Troops, exciting fome by Praifcs, an.-^ others 
by flight Reprimands, intermixed witii kind Fxprt-f- 
fions and foften'd by Promifes. At (irlt they atlvan- 
ted with ifrettf great Speed/ but the farther tht^ ^'v^-vm 
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from the Shore, the greater Difficulties they met 
with i becaufe the Sea was deeper, anci the Work- 
men were more annoyed by the Darts dilcharged from 
the Walls of the City. Befides, the Tyrians^ who 
were Mailers of the Sea, would frequently attack them 
in great Boats, and cither deftroy their Works, or 
prevent their carrying them on -, at the fame Time in- 
fulting the MacedonianSy telling them, // «?^j a noble 
Sight to fee thofe Conquerors^ whcfe Nrmes were fo re- 
nowned all over the fVorldj carryinf^ Buru:v:s on their 
Backs like Beafts \ and fomctimcc tauntingly afking 
them, whether Alexander were greater than Neptune ? 

But the Tyrians, who at firft look'd upon this 
Undertaking as rafh and defpcrate, and fuch as could 
never be attended with Succcfs, when they faw the 
Mole begin to appear above Water, were under fome 
Apprehenfions. However, they fent out Boats full of 
Slingers, Bowmen, and others who threw Javelins ; 
arid thefe having fpread themfelves on each Side of 
the Mole, gall'd the Workmen in fuch a manner, 
that they were obliged to defift from their Labour in 
order to defend themfelves. It was therefore refolv- 
ed, that Skins and Sails fhould be fpread to cover 
them, and that two wooden Towers fhould be raifed 
at the Head of the Mole, to prevent the Approaches 
of the Enemy. The Bcfieged alfo made a Defcent 
on the Continent, out of the View of Alexander's 
Camp, and ait to Pieces fome Labourers that brought 
the Stones to the Caufcway : And on Mount Libanus 
fome Arabian Peafants, having met with the Macedo- 
nians draggling up and down, kill'd near thirty of 
them, and took the like Number Prifoners ; which 
fmall Loffes obliged yllexander to divide his Forces 
into different Bodies. 

In the mean Time the Tyrians employed every In- 
vention, every Stratagem that could be thought of, 
to ruin the Works of the Befiegers. They fill'd a 
VeBbl with Sulphur, Pitch, and other combudible 

Ma^tcrs^ 
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Matters, and having towM it to the Head of the 
Mole, they let it on fire. The Flames immediately 
catch'd the wooden Towers above-mcntion'd, and 
other Works which the Mactdcnians had raifed -, and, 
to prevent their being extinguifti'd, die Syrians were 
perpetually hurling firiy Darts and 'I orchis at the 
Towers, fo that the Befiegcrs could mt approach them 
without tlic greartll Danger. Several Macedonians 
loll their 1 jvts upon the Caufeway, being either iTiot 
through with Arrows, or burnt in a miferablc Man- 
ner, whi'fl; others threw down their Arms and leapM 
int© thL Sea, but were carried orT Prifjners by the 
Tvriansj who muimed th.m with Clubs and Stones^ 
and thereby c^ifablcc^ them from iwimming. At rhe 
fame Time the Ciiizens mann'd other Bo-ts, andfcnt 
them to break down the Edges of the Mole, tear up 
the Stakes that fupporied it, and burn the reft of the 
Engines ; all which they happily effedled, . 

Though Alexander thus law mod of his Defigns 
defeated, and his Works dcmolifti'd, he was not at 
alldejedcd upon that Account : And his Soldiers ap- 
plied themfclves themillvcs with redoubled Vigour to 
repair the Ruins of the Mole, and framed new Ma- 
chines with fuch extraordinary Expedition, as quite 
aftonifti'd the Befieged. The TyrianSy on their Part, 
defended themfclves with all pollibie Bravery and 
Refolution, and frequently made terrible Havock of 
the Macedonians employed in the Woik, by pouring 
upon them Showers of Arrows, Dar?*^, and Scones, 
both from their Ships and the Walls of tiie City. 
However, the Beficgcrs,- with unwearied Labour and 
great Lofs of Men, had alnioft finilh'.' their proiiigi- 
ous Undertaking, and brought tlie Caufeway ne^i tlie 
Walls of TyrCy when on a fuu.'cn a violent Stonn a- 
rofc; which b-jat the / avcs aginni^ it with fo nuich 
Fury, that a Bieach was nia'.c in the Middle of it, 
•nd great Part of it dcmoiifliSl. 

f 2 Tms 
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This unlucky Accident perplexed Jlexandt 
foch a Degree, that he began to repent he had ur 
taken the Siege*, and WQuld have fent to the Tjn 
to treat of Peace, if he had thought they would ! 
hearken'd to any reafonable Conditions : But as 
had thrown headlong into the Sea the Heralds w 
he had fent, before the Siege, to fummon then 
fiirrendcr, he was afraid any other Meflengers 1 
him would meet with the like barbarous Recepi 
Being therefore diverted, by this Apprehenfion, 1 
all Thoughts of making up Matters by way of Tn 
and fully apprifed that his Reputation, and the ft 
Ptx)grcfe of his Arms, entirely depended on the 
ccfs of the prefent Undertaking, he refoIv*d tc 
through with it at all Adventures ; and accordi 
the Soldiers, encouraged by their Prince, and foi 
ting all the Toils they had undergone, began to 
a new Mole, at which they work d inceffantly. 

■ But jllexandir being fenfible, that it would b< 
tremely difficult, if not utterly impoflible, eithi 
compleat the Mole, or take the City, whilft the 
rians continued Maflers at Sea, determinM to af 
blc his few remaining Galleys before Sidon. Ai 
fame Time he was join'd by the Fleets of fc^ 
Phoenician Kings, whofe Cities he had conquered, 
gether with tliat of the SidonianSj amounting in a 
about eighty Sail } and a little after, the King 
Cyprus^ hearing that the Perfian Army had beer 
feated near the City of Iffus^ and that Alexander 



• Any Warrior bat AJixan^ 
iir^ &yi M. RoHin, would that 
Initant have quite laid afide his 
Enterprise ; and indeed he him- 
ielf debated whether he ihould 
not raife the Siege : But a fupe- 
rior Power, who had foretold 
and fwom the Ruin of Tjrt, 



and whofe Orders this 1 
only executed, prompted I 
continue the Siege; and 
pelling all his Fear and An 
infpirmi him with Courage 
Confidence, and fired the I 
of hit whole Army witl: 
ianie Sentiments. 

pofl 
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poflfefs'd himfclf of Fbosnicia^ brought him a Rein 
forccment of above a hundred and twenty Galleys, 

The Fleet being ready, Alexander embark'd, tak- 
ing feme of his own Guards along with him, to em- 
!)loy them in clofe Fight with the Enemy, and then 
et fail towards Tyre in order of Battle. He himfelf 
was at the Extremity of the Right Wing, being ac- 
companied by the Kings of Cyprus and Pbcenitia\ and 
the Left was commanded by Craterus. The Tyrians 
were at firft determin'd to give Battle ; but after they 
heard of the uniting of thefc Forces, and faw the nu- 
merous Fleet approaching, they thought it moft ad- 
vifeablc to keep their Gallies in thr Harbours, to pre- 
vent the Enemy frdm entring. When Alexander faw 
thi^, he advanced nearer the City; and finding it 
would be impoflible for him to force the Port that lay 
towards Sidon^ on account of the Narrownefs of its 
Entrance, and its being defended by a large Number 
of Gallies, he contented himfelf with finking three of 
them which lay without, and afterwards came to an 
Anchor with his whole Fleet along the Shore, not far 
from the Mole, where his Ships rode in Safety. 

Whilst thefe Things were doing, thencwCaufc- 
way was carried on with the utmoft Vigour ; and the 
Befieged, on the other Side, exerted themfelves with 
the greateft Bravery, and did all that lay in their 
Power to flop the Progrefs of the Work. But 
the Patience and Courage of the Macedonians fur* 
mounted every Obftaclc, and the Mole was again 
brought, with incredible Pains and Application, al- 
moft to the Walls of the City, which the Beficgers 
now began to batter with all imaginable Fury. 

At the fame time Alexander ordcr'd the Cyprian 
Fleet to take its Station before the Harbour tlut lay 
towards Sidon^ and that of the Pbamnians before the 
Harbour on the other Side of the Mole, facing £- 
fypt^ that he might be able to attack the City in fe- 
V€ral Places at once. The Syrians were not wanting 

F 3 OTw. 
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pn thtir parr, but advanced with cover'd Gallies, and 
cur rhe Cables of the Enemy's Ships as they lay a( 
Anchor; fo that Jlexandtr was obliged to cover, in 
Jilce manner, feveral Vcflels of thirty Rowers each, 
to oppofe fuch Attacks of the Syrian Galiies. Not- 
withliandi.'^.g this, they frequently came and cut the 
Cablets unptTCcived ; infcM-niich that the Befiegers were 
'forced at laft to make vSv of Iron Chains. By t"his 
rricans they fixM their VclTiI?;, and carried off with 
Engines the- great Stones which the Syrians had placed 
at the Foot of the ^ 'i:y- Wa!!, to prevent its being ap- 
proacheil by the Gallics of the Enemy. 

About this time Ambaflhdors from Carthage ar- 
rived at 7'yre^ who, inftead of the promifed Succours, 
brought only F.xcufls; declaring, that it was with the 
greateft Grief the Carihaginrnns found themfelves ab- 
folutcly unable to aiTift the Syrians in any manner, be- 
ing obliged to keep their Forces at honie for the De- 
fence of their Country: And indeed the Syracufdns 
were at that timo laying wafte all Africa with a power- 
ful Army, and had pitch*d their Camp not far from 
the Walls of Carthage, The Tynans^ though thus 
difappointed, were not at all dejefted; but naving 
taken the Precaution to fend moft of their Wives and 
ChiHren to Carthcfgi\ they determined to defend them- 
felves to tlie very lafl Extremity. 

The Walls'- being ftili viokrrly batterM by the 
Rams* and other military Engmis placed on the Mole, 



'*. The battering Ram, in 
l^ttn caird ylri€s, >va^ a mlllta- 
ry F.ngiae ufcd hy the Ancitiits 
t,o bc.it down the V\ a'h of Places 
bcfiegi^d. Of this there were 
two Kinds ; the one rude and 
plain, the other a.t.ficbl and 
compound. The firil Icems to 
have been no more than a great 
Team, wfiicli *'.c Soldiers hoic 
^ their Arms ^nd witJiOhe End 



of it, by main Force, aflfsird 
the Walls ; and this undoubted- 
ly required great Streneth to 
>vork it, yet produced out ft 
fmall ElFea. The fecond or 
compound Sort is thus defcribed 
by Jo/epbus: *' The Ram is a 
V vaft long Beapi, like tlie Maft 
" ofaSiiip, ftrengtlien'd at one 
" End with a Head of Iron, 
" fomctKing refembling that of 
an4 
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and the City cxpofcd tveiy Moment to be taken by 
Storm, the Tyrians refolved to fall upon the Cyprian 
Gallics, that lay at Anchor off the Harbour looking 
towaals Sidon. They took the Opportunity of doing 
this, when mod of the Seamen belonging to AUxan- 
der^s Fleet were abfent from their Veflcis, and he him- 
fclf was withdrawn to his Tent on the Continent. A- 
bout Noon they came out with riiirtcen Gallies, all 
mann'd with chofen Soldiers wlio were ufcd to Sea- 
fights, and, rowing with all their Strength, fell furi- 
oufly upon the Enemy's Gallics j part of which they 
found empty, and the reft had been mann*d in hafte. 
Some of them they funk, and forced others afliore, 
where they were bulged and da(h*d to pieces; and the 
Lois would have been ftill greater, had not Alexander^ 
as foon as ever he heard of the Sally, advanced at the 
Head of his whole Fleet with all poflible Speed ar 
gainft the Tyrians ; who, however, did not wait his 
coming up, but withdrew info the Harbour, having 
alfo loft fomc of their Veflels. 

The City was now warmly attackM on all Sides, 
and as vigoroufly defended-, the Befiegers battering 
the Walls inceflantly, while their Archers and Slingers 



*' a Raixiy whence it took its 
" Nsune. This is hung by the 
** Middle with Ropes to another 
** Beam, which lies acrofs a 
" Couple of Pofls; and, hang- 
" ing thus equally balanced, is 
•• by a great Number of Men 
•• violently thruft forward, and 
*' drawn backward,and fo (hakes 
•• the Wall with its Iron Head. 
** Nor is there any Tower or 
** Wall fo thick and ftrong, as 
** to refirt the repeated Aflaulcs 
" of this forcible Machine." — 
But this Engine did mod Execu- 
tion when it was mounted on 
Whpeb, which ib aid to h:ivc 



been fird done at the Siege of 
Byzantium, under Phi/ip otMa- 
cedon. Phtarcb tells us, that 
Mark Antoity^ in the Parthian 
War, ufed a Ram eighty Foot 
long ; and Vitru*vius affures us, 
they were fomctimcs a hundred 
and fix, fometimes a hundred 
and twenty Foot in Length j to 
which, perhaps, the Force of 
the Engine was in a great Mea- 
fure owing. The Ram was ma- 
nnged by a Century of Soldier* 
at a time, who were relievV, 
when weary, by another Centu- 
ry ; fothat it play'd continually, 
without any IntermiiBon. 

F i harralsM 
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harrafsM the Befieged with Stones and Arrows, in or- 
der to drive them from their Pofts. But the Tyrians 
ftood their Ground, and by means of a new Contri- 
vance of Wheels with many Spokes, which were 
whirPd about by an Engine, they either fliattcr'd to 
pieces the Enemy's Darts and Arrows, or broke the?r 
Force; and thus they were covered againft the Af- 
failants, of whom they kill'd great Numbers, without 
iufFering on their own Side any confidcrable Lofs. 

At length the Wall began to yield to the Violence 
pf the Rams, which batter'd if Niglit and Day with- 
out Interruption: Whereupon the Befieged, fetting ;lll 
Hands to work, raifed, in a very (hort Time, a new 
Wall ten Cubits broad, and five Cubits diftant from 
' the former -, and by filling up the Space between the 
^wo Walls with Earth and Stone, kept the Macedoni- 
ans a long while employed, before they could make^ 
with all their Engines, the lead Impreflion on this 
new Fortification. However, Alexander having joined 
many of his Ships together, and mounted upon then^ 
2, vail Number of battering Engines, befides thofe air 
ready placed on the Mole, he at laft fucceeded in the 
Attempt, and made a Breach a hundred Feet wide: 
But when he came to the Aflault, in hopes of making 
his Way jnto the City over the Ruins, the Tyrians 
defended the Breach fo refolutely, that the Macedo- 
nians^ notwichftanding the Prcfence of their King, 
were forced to give Ground, and retire with great Lof^ 
to their Ships. 

The next Morning Aksander intended to have re- 
newed the Attack-, but the Tyrians havirVg rcpaip*4 
the Breach in the Night-time, he perceived himfclf no 
farther advanced than when he firft began to batter 
^he Walls. Hereupon he determined to change fii^ 
Meafures, and having firft brought the Mole quite 
home to the Wall, he caufcd fcveral Towers to be 
built upon it equal in 1 leight to the Battlements. Thefe 
Towers he fiU'd with the moft brave and refolute of 

his 
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his Soldiers; who, purfuant to his Diredlions, having 
form'd a Bridge of large Planks, refting with one End 
on the Towers, and with the other on the top of the 
Jlamparts, cndeavour'd Sword in Hand to gain the 
Wall, hut were rcpiils'd by the Syrians with iinparal- 
lelM Bra\Try, who had invented fome Kinds of Wea- 
pons unknown to die Macedonians. Among the reft 
they made ufc of a three- fork'd Hook fa(len-d to the 
End of ?. Rope, the other End of which they held 
themfcrlvcs, and threw the Hook againft the Targets 
of the BcHeger?, v/hvie irftuck faft, and gave the5j- 
fians an Opportunity t-ither of plucking their Targets 
out of their Hands and thereby leaving them expo- 
fed to DarDi and Arrows ; or, if they did not readily 
part with iheir Shields, of pulling them headlong 
from the Towers. Some, by throwing large Nets 
over the MaiedmL-ins engaged on the Bridges, fo en- 
tangled thtir l-landp, that tiiey could neither ufe them 
in their own Defence, nor to ofrend their Enemies : 
And others, with Iron Hooks faftenM to long Poles, 
dragg'd them from ihe Bridges, and dafli'd their Brains 
out againft the Wall, or on the Caufeway. A great 
many Engines, placed on the Wallr, likcwifc play'd 
jnceffantly upon the AggrclTors, with mafly Pieces of 
red-hot Iron, which fwept away vaft Numbers. But 
what moft of all clilcouraged the Macedonians in this 
Attack, and obliged them at laft to give it over, wa$ 
the burning Sand, which, by a new Contrivance, was 
ihower*d upon them by the Tyrians. This Sand was 
thrown among them in red-hot Shields of Brafs, and 
getting within their Brcaft-plates and Coats of Miiil, 
burnt them to the very Bone, and tormented them to 
fuch a Degree, that many of them, finding no other 
Rchef, caft themfelves headlong into the Sea ; others 
riircw down their Arms, tore off their Cloaths, and 
io were expofed, naked and defcncelefs, to the Shot 
of the Beileged ; whilft others, dying in the Anguifh 
9/ inexprefTible I'orments, ftruck a Terror with their 
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Cries into all who heiiH them. This occafion'd un- 
fpcak.ible Conrufion ainorg th^: Alaccdcnians^ and gave 
new Coil: ij;c' to the Tyy:r\ ; who now quitted their 
Wall, and charged theEutiny hand to hand upon the 
Brl!i^-*S ^'*'tt'^ f^'-l^ Intrepidity and Fury, that Jlex- 
fi}7ue/\, feeing his M^^n g:vc way, ord.dr'd a Retreat to 
b^' GninJcv^, and thenby faved their Lives, and in 
fome Degree their Reputation. Such dcfperate At- 
tacks we re frequently renewM by the Befiegers, and 
always ilnlainM by the Tyrians with the fame unbroken 
and undaurited Courage. 

It was now that Alexander^ difheartcn'd by fo vi* 
gorous a Defence, began ferioufly to think of aban- 
doning his Entcrprize, and marching into Egypt \ but 
again confidcring, what a Blemifli it would be to his 
Reputation, and what a Hindrance to the future Pro- 
grefs of his Arms, fhould he leave ^yre behind him, 
a:\d thereby prove to the World that he was not in- 
vincible, he rcfolv'd to continue the Siege, let the E- 
vent be what it would ; though, of all liis Captains, 
r,ot one but /intyntas approved of h's Rcfolution. De- 
t-rminM therefore to make a lad Effort;, he mannMa 
great Nu^nber of Gal lies with the Flower of his Army ; 
and the Syrians likcwife thought fit to hazard a naval 
Engagement, wherein however they loft many of their 
Ships, and, after fighting with the utmoft Bravery, 
were obliged to draw off their Fleet into the Harbour. 
Alexander purfued their Rear very clofely, but was not 
able to enter the Port, being repulfcd by Darts and 
Arrows Ihot from the Walls of the City. 

About this Time a Fancy took the Tyriansy up^n 
a Dream that one of the Citizens had, that Apollo 
clcfignM to furfake them and go cjver to yilesander \ 
to prevent which they fliften'd his Statue with golden 
Chains to the Altar of Hercules. This Statue, which 
was of an enormous Siz^, belongM formerly to the 
City of Gela in Sicily^ and had been fent from thence 
\>y t!ic Cartkaginians^ wh;.n tiiey look diat Place, ^s a 

Paf.ht 



Charlp.s Thompson, Efq\ 91 

Prefent to ^yre their Moth'/r-City. In this Apollo the 
Syrians put great (..on'idence ; o.nd thcrefoie, upon a 
Rurr:cjur that he w.is about to ai^antion them, hat! re- 
CGurll- to the abovt -im ntion'd Method to prevent his 
Departure. But th-.-ir utter Ruin being already de- 
creed by the tnie dod, and foretold by his Prophets, 
not all thi^, G)nnHence tiuy placed in their Idols, nor 
even the natural Streri2;t!i of their Situation, and their 
own vif:orou<i ;ind obllinate Defence, could avert the 
impt-ding Jtiip;ment. They were djllin*d to De- 
ft: uCtion, and that Dcflrufrion is now approaching. 

After the late S;a-fi£^ht Alexander let his Forces 
repofe themf Ives two Days, and then advanced to 
7jre with hi«; Fleet and Engines, in order to attempt 
a general Aflault. Both th.-* Attack and the Defence 
were, if pofTibie, more vigorous than ever. The 
Courage of the Combitants incrcafed with the Dan- 
ger ; and the SoId»ers on each Side, animated by the 
moft powerful Motives fought like Lions. The Pre- 
fencc, and efpeciaMy the Example of Alexander^ fired 
his Troops with unufual Bravery ; he himf; If amend- 
ing one of the Tow:rs, which was of a prodigious 
Height, where he was expofcd to the grcateft Danger 
into whivh his Courage had ever led him ; for, being 
immediately known by his Injignia and the Richncfs 
of his Armour, he f^rv'd as a Mark for all the Ar- 
rows of th? K'.emy. On this Orcafion he perform*d 
Wonciers, killinfy with Jivelins f<»me of iholc who 
defended the \\ .\x\\ jind then advancirg nearer, he 
forced others with his Sword titlier into tlic Sea or the 
City. In a word, fie himfelf leading the Way, and 
being folIowM by his Nobihtyand Bo<ly- Guards, they 
forced the Tyrians to retire, and got Poffeffion of the 
Ramp.irt. At the fame time the Rams had made fe- 
veral Breaches,, the Fleet had forced into the Har- 
bour, and the Macedonian Troops hid got into the 
City on that Side, fparing none who came in their 
\Vay, being highly exafperatcd at the long Refiftance 
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of the Befieged, and the Barbarities they had exercifed 
towards Ibme of their Comrades. 

The Syrians feeing thcmfelves overpowered on c- 
very Side, and the Macedonians Mafters of their City, 
fomc fiy for Refuge to the Temples; others, (hutting 
thi-infcivcs in their Houfcs, efcape the Sword of the 
Vidlors by a vokintary Death ; and others rufli upon 
the Enemy, firmly refolvM to fell their Lives at the 
deareft Rate. Alexander gave Orders to kill all the 
Iniiabitants, (except thofc who had (heltcrM themfclyes 
in tlie Temples) and to fet fire to every Part of the 
City ; which Command indeed was not executed to its 
utmoft Extent, but yet with Severity enough: Eor 
the City was burnt to the Ground ; but the Sidonian 
Soldiers, who were in Alexander's Camp, calling to 
mind their ancient Affinity with the TyrianSj carried 
off great Numbers of them privately on board their 
Ships, and conveyM them to Sidon. Fifteen thoufand 
were thus faved from the Rage of the MacedcnianSj 
and yet the Slaughter was very great ; for /Hexander^ 
upon his firfl entring the City, put eight thoufand 
Men to the Sword -, and afterwards, with a fliocldng 
Barbarity, and to the lad degree unbecoming a gene- 
rous Conqueror, caufcd tv^o thoufand of the better 
Sort of Innabitants to be crucified, fo many Cro0es 
being erected along the Sea-Shore for that purpole ; 
9nd this for no other Reafon, at the bottom, than be- 
^ufe they had fought with fuch Bravery and Refolu- 
tion in defence of their Country. However, to pal- 
liate his true Motive to fo bafe an Adion, he gave 
out that he did it to revenge, upon the prefent Tyri- 
^nsy the Crime which their Forefathers committed in 
murdering their Matters, as has been above related ^ 
and that, being Slaves by Origin, Crucifixion was 
their proper Punifhment *. To make this the more 

* Crucifixion was a PunHh- dom inflided on any but Slaves^ 
;pcnt a»ODg (}x9 AnUjeAtSf fel- oj the «ieaDc^ Malefa^Uirs i 

readily 
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rradily believed, he faved all the Defcendantsof Strata^ 
as not being invoIvM in that Guilt; and among them 
King ytzelmiCy who, at the Beginning of the Siege, 
was abfent with his Fleet upon fome Expedition in 
conjunfbion with the 'Perftan Admiral, but had haftcn'd 
home as foon as he was acquainted with the Danger 
of his Country. After the Slaughter was over, the 
Number of Prifoners amounted to thirty thoufand, 
who were all Ibid for Slaves. 

When the City was taken, King Azelmic took Re- 
fuge in the Temple of Hercules \ and was not only 
fjiared by the Conqueror, but rcftored to the Throne 
after Alexander had re-peopled the Place : For having 
thos ftripp'd )t of its former Inhabitants, he drew Co- 
lonies into it from the neighbouring Cities, and thence- 
forth (tiled himfelf the Founder oX Tyre^ of which he 
had fo lately been the cruel Deftroycr. Alexander 
fpcnt feven Months in the Siege of this City; and 
having taken it, he offcrM Sacrifice to Hercules, the 
Ceremony being conduced with all his Land-Forces 
tinder Arms, in concert with the Fleet. As for A- 
poUo^ he unchained him, returning him Thanks for 
his Intention of coming over to the Macedonians, and 
commanded that he fliould thenccforwards be call'd 



bat we find fome Examples of a 
difterenc Practice : And Stteto- 
mus particularly relates of the 
Emperor Caiba^ that having 
GondemnM a R^man Citizen to 
iuffier this Puniihment for poi- 
fonmg his Ward, the Gentle- 
nan , as he was carrying to 
Execution, made a grievous 
Complaint that a Citizen of 
R9me fliould undergo i'uch a 
fervile Death, aUedging the 
Laws to the contrary. The 
Emperor , hearing his Plea , 
promifed to alleviacc tiie 



Shame of his Sentence , and 
order'd a Crofs much larger 
and more neat than ordi- 
nary to be eredled, and to be 
wafli'd over with white Paint 5 
that the Gentleman, wlio flood 
fo much upon his Quality, might 
have the Honour to be crucihed 
in State. — Soxomcn^ obferves, 
that Cotijiantine iird made a Law 
to abolifh the Puniihment of 
the Crofs, which had obtained 
among the Xcm'a/u till hi) 
Time, 

PbiTaUxondcri 
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Philakxander^ that is, the Friend of Alexander. Aftcf 
many other fiiperftitious Follies, the C bnqueror con- 
tinued his March towards Egypt^ which the Siege of 
this powerful City had fo long retarded. 

Thus ^as Tyre dieftroy'd, and fo effeftually, that 
one would think it could not hwv-: recover*d itfelf for 
fcVeral Centuries; and yet it w^i*; no longer than nine- 
teen Years after this Event, th.it it was again befieged 
by AntigonuSy held cut fifteen Months, and at laft ob- 
tained an honourable Capitulation. This Circum- 
ftancc difcoveis the vaft Advantages derived from 
Commerce; for this was the only Means by which 
Tyre rofe out of its Ruins, and recovered rtioft of its 
former Splendor. But having detained the Reader fo 
long upon the Hiftory of 7)r^, I ihall only add^ that 
being re-eftablifli'd in Wealth and Power, it main- 
tained its Dignity and Reputation for mzxvf Ages. 
It became a Confederate of the Romans^ and fbr its 
Fidelity was rewarded with the Privileges of their 
City. In the Times of Chriftianity it was the See 
of an Archbifhop, as before obferved, who had un- 
der him fourteen Suffragans. The Saracetis took it 
in the Year 6^6^ but it was delivered from theit 
Yoke in the Reign of Baldwin II. by the Patriarch 
oi Jei'ufalem aflifted by the Venetians. In 1187 it 
was in vain attempted by the victorious Saladine. 
The TyrianSy in fliort, defended themfelves and the 
Caufe of Chriftianity in tliofe Parts with wonderful 
Conftancy, till about the Year 1290, when they Were 
lubdued by the Turks -^ under whofe Dominion, or 
that of tributary Princes call'd Emits^ they have evef 
fince continued. 

On the 24th in the Morning, leaving our Quarters 
near Tyre^ wc came in half an Hour to Solomon* s Cf- 
fiernSy which have been already defcril.ed -, and in 
two Hours morci to the White Promontory^ fo caird 
from its whitiOi Afpeft towards the Sea. The Road 
oy^x this is faid to have been the Work of Alexander 
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the Great, and is about two Yards broad, being cut 
along the Side of the Mountain, which is very itccp 
and frightful below it, and the more fo on account of 
the raging of the Waves at the Bottom. Having 
traveird almoft half an Hour along this difagrecable 
Road, we got clear of the Promontory, and in a fhort 
Time pafs'd by the Ruins of a Cattle call'd Scanda- 
liunij TTom its fuppofc Founder the above-mention'd 
Macedonian Monarch, whom the Turks call Scanner. 
An Hour beyond this we were obliged to pay another 
Caphar ; and one Hour more brought us into the 
Plain of /fcrey where the Roa J is extremely plcafant. 
This Plain extends itfelf in length from Mount Sarcji 
to Mount Carmely which is at Icail fix Hours Journey, 
and about two Hours in Breadth between tiie Sea and 
the Mountains. It is well waterM, and the Soil ex- 
ceeding frulcful, but is almoft dcfolate, and over-run 
with Weeds for want of Culture. After we had tra- 
vcird an Hour in this Plain, we paf^'d by an aiKient 
Town caird Z/^, probably the Acbzib of the Scrip- 
ture*, one of thole Places from whence the Tribe of 
yl/her could not expel the CanaanitiJIj Natives. In 
three Hours from hence we arriv'd at Acre^ the Pe- 
riod of this Day's Journey. 

ylCR E was anciently call'd Acchoy another Place 
from whence the Jfracliles could not drive the primi- 
tive Inhabitants. It was enlarged by Ptolomy tliv? Jirft 
of Egyp^y *^om whom it had tne Name of PtoUmais ; 
but fincc the Turks liave been Matters- of it, it has al- 
moft recovered its old Name, being call'd yAr^, Jcra^ 
and Acre. It is very advanugioully fituatcd, having 
a large fertile Piain on die North and Eutt, the Medi-' 
terranean on the Weft, and a fpacious Bay on clie 
South, extending from the City to iviourit Carmel. 
The Harbour indeed is nooe of the fafeft, beiii^ rovi 
much txpofcd to the South- Weft Wind, and tlie An- 

• J.JbuaiQX. 29. Judges I }l. 
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chorage is but indifferent. Its Trade at prefent^ as 
■Well as the Cityj is gone to Decay ; but they ftil] ex- 
port confiderable Qiiantities of Cotton and feme other 
Commoditirs. Here is a large Kan, wherein the 
French Faftors refide and lodge their Merchandife ; 
and this is one of the bed Buildings and greateft Or- 
naments of the Town ; nay, the only one, if we ex- 
cept the Molqliej that is worth our mentioning. 

What this City was in its fiourifliing Condition^ 
tnay be guefsM at from its. vaft and fpacious Ruins. 
Two Sides of it being wafh'd by the Sea, it appears 
to have been defended on the Land-Side by a double 
Wall, with Towers at fmall Diftances from each o- 
ther •, and without the Walls are Ditches and a kind 
bf Baftions faced with heWn Stone. Beyond thefe 
Works federal great Stones lie fcatter'd up and down 
the Plain^ fourteen or fifteen Inches in Diameter^ 
w.hich are fuppofed to have been made iife of in bat- 
tering the Place or to have been throWn from the 
City to annoy the Befiegcrs. Which way foever we 
turn our Eyes^ we meet with evident Indications of 
the ancient Strength and Magnificence of this City j 
but there are fome Ruins that particularly diftihguifti 
themfelves from the general Heap, and befpcak our 
Attention. Thofe of the Cathedral Church dedicated 
to St. Andrew^ which are not far from the Sea-Side,* 
are ftill confpicuous, and fufficient to give us an Ided 
of the former Statelincfs of the Fabricfc. What re-, 
mains of the Church of St. 'Jiihn^ the tutelar Saint of 
this City, is alfo worth our Notice. The Walls^ 
which arc almolt entire, belonging to the Consent of 
the Knights of St^Jobn of Jerufalem^ are plain Prooft 
of its great Strength and Extent. Not far from hence 
was the Palace of their Grand Mafter, the Magnifi- 
cence whereof may be guefsM at from fome Part of 
its Walls, as well as thofe * of a Church which flood 
within its Limits. In fhort, there are many other 
Ruins of Churches, Monafteriei, Palaces^ Towers,- 

of 
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and Forts, extending almoft a Mile in length; 
whcMn . we may ftill difcover fuch certain Tokens 
bf their former Strength, ^ if eVery Building ih the 
City had been intended to fuftain a Siege, or to bid 
Defiance to the Injuries of Time itfclf *. 

It is well known that this City was for a long tlm^ 
the Theatre of Contention between the Chriftians and 
Infidels, and ftrquendy changing its Mailers, being 
in the Pofleffion of each alternately for feveral Ages. 
The Saracens took it from the Chriftians in the Timd 
of Omar\ but afterwards, with the reft of Syria^ it 
fell into the Hand^ of the Turks. It was feveral times 
taken and retaken in the Holy War. In the Reign 
of Baldwin the Firft thfe Chriftians took it from the 
Turks i and the Succefs of the Enterprize being very 
much owing to the AflUbnce of the Genoefe^ they had 
a third Part of the City aflTign'd them as a Reward. 
The Turks under Saladine recovered it in 1187^ but 
did not hold it long, it being taken in the Year 1 19I 
by King Richard the Firft of England^ and Pbilfp of 
France^ and given to the Knights of St. John of Je* 
rufalem. Thcfe kept Poflcfllon Of it a whole Cen- 
tury, till the Year 1291, when the Turks^ to the Num- 
ber of a hundred and fifty thoufand; having prefs'd 
this Qty with a long and furious Siege, which wai 
fuftain'd by the Knights with the greateft Bravery, at 
laft enter*d it by Storm, and razed it to the Ground; 
and it has never been able to recover itfelf fince that 
fatal Overthrow. 



* To th« fime Pufrpofe (ays 
darCoimtiyinan^^/: "The 
" Carcafe (mnning the Ruins 
<> of this Qitf] fliews that the 

j* Body bus been ftrong. 

\ You KrouU think that the Ci- 
^' xy ittber coiAfted wholly of 
^< Ciifo^ than private B^d- 
\ UV ; which wi^efs a riota- 
[^ Me JkScneii iuk in unequal 
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" Aflaalt, or that the Ra^c of 
" the Conquerors c;(tcnded be- 
" yond Conqucft/* Thi*. is 
likewife confirmM by Mr. 
Mamtd. clit who {ays that " ih 
'* the Ruiiis you may difcem 
" Marks of fo inuch Strength, 
** as if cvcxy Building in the Ci- 
** ty had been contriv'd iot 
" War and Defence/' 
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When Jcre was thus taken by the Turks^ there ^as 
a 6ne Nunnery in the Town, of which they tell us 
the following remarkable Story. The Abbcfs, fear- 
ing that (he, and the Virgins under her Care, fhould 
be obliged to fubmit to fuch brutal Ufage as Women 
frequently meet with from Soldiers <m the taking of 
Cities by Storm, fummonM the Nuns together, ad'* 
vifipg them to cut and mangle their Faces, as the on- 
ly Means to prelerve their Virginity; and immediate* 
ly cut and disBgur'd her own, to fet them an Exam- 
ple. The Nuns, animated by the Refblution of the 
Ahbefs, without any Hefitadon fell to gafhing and 
tearing their Faces, cut off their Nofes, and made 
themlelves fuch frightful Spe6tacles, as they were fare 
would rather excite Honor and Averiion than luftfid 
Defires, ard infallibly preferve them from a Rape. 
This, it is faid, fb enraged the Turkijb Soldiers, who 
expe£l(;d to have found here a kind of Paradife upon 
Earth, and to have indulged their wanton Flames a- 
mong the beautiful young Nuns, that they put them 
every one to the Sword in Revenge for their Difap- 
pointment. 
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OR, Ttt't: 

HOLY LAND. 



THOUGH thfe Country we have travelled 
through from Sidon to Jcre tnajr in fomc 
Scnfe be decm'd a Part of the Hofy Land^ 
having been allotted to the Tribe oH AJher^ 
^(e Border extended from Carmel to great Zidon*i 
BC as the Peoble upon the Sea-Coafis were never 
ftnally mafter^d by the Ifraelites^ but left by the Judg* 
lent of God to be Thorns in their Sidesf^ I have 
Afcen of it under its more proper Name of Pbenuce 
r Pbamcia. But as we are now approaching to thofe 
Ikcs that were nioft frequented by oiir Blefled Savour 
id his Apoftles, made famous by their Preaching 
id Miracles, and, in fhort, the Theatre of the greatdfc 
lit of the Scripture-Hiftory; I (hall henceforwards^ 
ithobt Regard to geographical Niceties and Criti- 
faif, confider myfelf as in the Hoif Land^ Pal^fiinei 
Jidea\ which Names I find ufed indifierently; 
ough perhaps with fome Impropriety, to fignify the 
me Country. 
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There are three Roads from Acre to Jerufalem^ 
one along the Coaft, by C^farea and y9ppa\ a fecond 
by Nazareth \ and a middle Way between both the 
othen over the Plain of EfdraeUm. They are all of 
them more or lels dangerous, according as the Arabs 
are at Peace or Variance with each other; but there 
are generally Divifions amongft the Tribes, which the 
TurkSy for political Ends, take caqe to foment; for as 
they are numerous, and almoft the fole Inhabitants id 
thefe Parts^ if they could but unite uqder any one 
Prince, they misht ea^y Ihake dff the Turkijb Yoke, 
and make tnemfelves Mafters of the Country. It hap- 

Een'd, however, that they were not very much em- 
roird at this Time, which is always agreeable News 
to a Traveller; and therefore Che three Roads beiiu; 
equally fafe, the French Conful chofe to take the mid- 
dle one, as being the neareft. This Was not quite a^ 
greeable to my Inclinadons, nor to thofe of feveral of 
the Company, who had a great Defire to fee Naz^ 
reth and Mount Tahar^ both which we ihould leave 
conliderably to the Left by taking the Route oropofed/ 
But the Confui's Affairs requiring him to (tay three 
Days at Acre^ ibme young Gentlemen belongins to 
the French Fadory there, and others who came m>m 
Sidon^ determined to take that Opportunity of vifiting 
the abovemention'd Places. We very willingly joined 
the Party, which confifted of twelve of us in all, bt* 
fides two Turkijb Soldiers, every one being well moun- 
ted and arm'd, and prepared to give the ^^j a warm 
Reception, if any fhould attack us; but, perhaps 
luckily for us, our Courage was not put to the Trial. 

Wk fet out from Acre on the 25th in the Morning, 
and travelling along the Pkin for an Hour and a 
half, we cnter^^ a Valley between two Hills, where we- 
pafs'd by a little Village on theleft call'd Saiira. In kb 
than two Hours from hence we entered the delightful 
Plain of Zabtdon^ and, having fpent an Hour and half 
in eroding it, we arrived at Sepbaria^ or Sepbaris^ a 

Place, 
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Place where Joacbm and Anna^ the Parents of the 
Bleflcd Virgin^ are (aid to have refided. It was for- 
merly called Diocefaria^ according to St. Jerom^ and 
was a confiderabie City*, but it is now reduced to a 
poor Viili^e; thou^ there are ftill fome Ruins left, to 
put us in mind that it once made a better Appearance. 
At the Weft End of the Place great part of a Giurch 
is yet ftanding, (aid to have been ouilt on the Spot 
where formerly ftood the Houfe of Joachim and ^101^. 
Having travell'd almoft two Hours beyond Sepbaria^ 
we pa&'d m View of Cana of Galilee^ where our Sa- 
viour wrought his firft Miracle, by turning Water in- 
to Wine at a Marriage-Feaft. Keepng our Couric 
from hence Eaftward, and afterwards turning to the 
South, we crois'd the Hills that encompafs the Vale of 
Nazarefhj where we ibon arriv'd, and took up our 
Quarters at the Laiin Convent, except the two Sol* 
diers, who provided themfelves another Lodging. 

This Convent is a neat and commodious Building, 
inhabited by a Dozen Laiin Fathers, whofe Life would 
be much more agreeable, if they were not in fuch con- 
tinual Fear of the jirais. Having taken a fmall Re*^ 
finclhment, (for we made no Stay upon the Road) we 
Ipent the Remainder of the Day in taking a View of 
ffazareifh which is at prefent only an Inconfiderable 
Villages fituat^ on a high Hill in the midft of a Val- 
ley, almoft encompais'd with o^her Mountains. From 
the Convent we delcend by ten or twelve Steps into 
the Chufch, which is built in a Cave or.Gmtto, fup- 
pofed to be the Place where (he Blefled Virgin re- 
ceived the Salutation of the Angel Gabriel^ Hail thou 
Ihai art bigbfy favoured^ &c.* This Church is in the 
Form of a Crofi, that Part which refembks the Tree 
running direfbl/ into the Cave, without any otiicr 
Roof over it but that of the ni^tural Rock ; and the 
Pavcrfe Part being built acrofs the Mouth of the Grot- 
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-<o. Juft at the Scftion of the Crofs arc two beauti- 
* Ul Granite Pillars, erefted there fey Order of Helem 
^he Mother of Conftanttne the Great, abeut a Yard 
diftant from each other j and arc fiid t9 ftand, one on 
the Place where the Angel ftood to deliver the fiea-* 
verily Meflage, and the other where the Virgin w^ 
whert fhc received it. Almpft two Foot of this laft 
Rllar has been broken away by the' Turks juft above 
its Pedeftal, in expetftation of finding fome Treafiwe 
under it; and yet the upper Part remains ereft, or ri- 
cher fufpendcd from tKe Roof; which, not being eaifiljr 
accounted for, the Friars tejls us it is fqpported by a* 
Miracle. 

Here they alfo fliew you the Phce from whencd 
the Chamber of the. Virgin is faid ^o have been tran- 
fported by Angels to Lointto , of which Story •! 
have already given a partiailar. Account*. And 
yet we were conducted a litrJe Diftance from the Con- 
vent, to the Houfe of Jofepb^ as they call it, where 
our Saviour Ipent great Part of his Life, in SubjcdK- 
pn to his Pircntst- Not far from hence they likewife 
fliew us the Synagogue where the Jews were lb cx- 
afperated at oiir Lord's Preaching, that they would 
have thrown him headlong down a Ppecipicc. 'Theft 
Pfaqes were anciently digpified with- handfome Chur- 
f he? by Queen Helena^ which arp now in Ruih&. 

The next Morning we ftttnit to vifit Mount T^ 
hvr^ caird Itabyrhn and Atabyrion by the Greeks, 
which ftands at a Diftance from any other Hill, aboui 
half a Mile within the Plaip of EJSraelofi. Wc le^Vna 
Hoifts at the Foot of the Mountain, chufing- tt 
climb it on foot, though it is not fo.fteep but it maji 
be afcended on horfeback. In an Hour^s time^^ 
rcachM the Top of it, which wfc found to be a friut 
ful and pleafant Pl^in, of an oval Figure, abptit* a 

♦ SccTi/. I. of thcfc Tr0Vih^ ^ Luk^n. %\. 
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Quarter of a Mile in length, and a Furlong in Breadth. 
Tnere are Trees all round it, cxnpt towards the South; 
and it was anciently encompalVd with a Wall and o- 
thcr Fortifications, the Remains whereof are vifible 
to this Day. We likewife met with fevcral Cifterns 
of good Water in this Area, which are very agree- 
able to a thirfty Pilgrim. 

Th is Mountain is admir'd for the Regularity of its 
Form, being fhapM like a Sugar-Loaf, and looking 
more like the Work of Art than of Nature. The 
Trees that grow upon it from top to bottom, which 
are mod of them Oaks, are no fmall Addition to its 
Beauty-, and its Height, which is near two M;\:s, to- 
gether with its lonely Situation, contribute d* rt-.der 
it remarkable. But what has made it parrcularly fa- 
mous, and has derived on it the Veneration of Chri- 
ftians in almoft all Ages, is its having been the Place 
of the glorious Transhgu^^tion of our Saviour in the 
Prefcnce of his three'.Apuiilcs Peter ^ Jufnes^ an(i John. 
That this is the Mountain where that wonJ^ rful Scene 
was exhibited, was for a lung time univtrf^lly l:.cli:.v'd 
without the lead Diffjutej but it has been mide a 
Doubt of by fome modern Writers*: However chat 



• " Tabor's being fituated in 
*' fuch a feparate Manner (fays 
" Mr. Meutndrill) has induced 
" mod Authors to conclude, 
" that this muH needs be that 
" holy Mountain (as St. PeUr 
" ftylcsit, zPit.'u 18.) which 
•* was the Place of our Blcffcd 
** Lord*s Trauiiijjurntion, re- 
** latcd Mattb. xvii. Ma k ix, 
•* There you read that Chrifi 
«* /«oi lAiitb him Peter, Jiimcb, 
•* and John into a Mountain a- 
« fart ; from which DtTciiption 
" they infer, that the Mountain 
« there fpoken of can be no o- 
(( ther than TJtv* The Con- 



<• dufion may poflibly be true, 
" but the Argument ufed to 
" prove it fecms incompetent ; 
*' bccajfe the Term ^^v i^, 
" or a^urf^ moil likely relates 
'• to the Withdrawing and Re- 
*• tirement of the Perlons there 
" fpoken of, and not tiie Situa- 
•' tion of the Mountain.*' — • 
Ri'and thinks it a Sor: of Raih- 
neG to difpute a Point that has 
been fo generally received for fo 
many Ages, but iicknowIeJges 
that he is in fome Doubt about 
the Matter for many geographi- 
cal and other Reafons ; efpecial- 
ly becaufe ihcic '\a itf) ^Vctcv\q»^ 

G 4, >^i. 
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be, there are ftUl to be fecn on the top of the N 
tain three contiguous Grottos, or little Chapeh 
vaulted Roofs, intended to rcprefent the three 1 
naclfs which St. Ftter^ aftoniih'd at the Iplendic 
racle, pronofed to ereft*. This Mountain is all! 
inorable ror being the Rendezvous of Barak*s F 
to the Number of ten thoufand Men, with wh* 
g^n*d a compleat Viftory over Si/era f. 

The Profpeft from the Top of Ta^or is as b 
ful and delightful as ever Eyc-s beheld, or can pc 
be imagined, and makes us ample Amends fo 
Pains we take in the Afcent. All round us we 
-the fpacious and fertile Plains of EJHraelon and G 
which prefent us with the View of fo many J 
that were honour^ and blefs'd with the Prefenc 
- Miracles of the Saviour of the World. A few Le 
to the South-Eaft we fee Mount Htrtnon^ at the 
of which ftands Nain^ or Naim^ famous for our I 
raifing the Widow's Son to Life J-, and Endgi 
Place where the Witch dwelt whom Saul confi 



made of this Hill, as there b of 
fhe Mount of O/mi, Mount 
Carmelf and others; though the 
facre^i Writers have been fo vc • 
ry particular in naming the Places 
' ivhere any thing memorable was 

• Wrought by oar Saviour. 

• Mark'xx. 5, 6. 

■f See Judges, ch. iv. 

J IjtAe vii. 1 4. 

II There is hardly a PafHige 
in the Old Tcftament that has 
been more cahvafs'd and tortur- 
ed by Authors of all Ages, than 
thtit in I Sam, XTCviii, relating to 

• Sam-eFh Apparition when Saul 
confulted the Witch of Errdor, 
Some explode the Reality of the 

' Appearance , and make the 

Whole to be done by Legerde- 

jmsln and Ventriloquy on the 



Woman's Part , and 
Strength of Fancv and 1 
SauTs} others think tl 
Pevil afliimed the Fot 
aaed the Part of Samuel i 
then, that Samuel hitni 
really appear upon that 
fion : Which laft Senfe j 
not without its Difficol 
much the moft natural an 
ous to any one who im] 
reads the whole Stoiy/ 1 
be preferred to the two 
for the following Reafons 
as to the Notion of its be 
form'd by Ventriloquy, 
or Confederacy, b^e: 
does too great a Violeno 
Text, and would be a 
Burlefque upon its Authc 
not likely that a Womaj 
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Turning a little more to the South, we have before us 
the high Mountains of Gilboa. Looking full Eaft we 



Bing enough to carry ona Trade 
of this Nature, would be foixn 
politick as to give Saui fuch a 
dreadful Anfwer, even though 
we fhoold grant ihe was fo well 
acquainted with rlie bad Circum- 
fiances of tiiac' Prince, ai to fee 
that his Deftrbdhon was proba- 
bly npproaching. Menacing 
Aredittons, how proper focver 
lor a ivieflcnger fent from God 
Co utter, were hiehly imprudent 
cither in the Mouth of this 
Witch or her Accomplice, who 
could not but know, that the 
Temper of moft Kings is to hate 
to hear (hocking Truths, and 
could expeft no Reward, but 
father Punifhment for their ill 
Tidings. Jt is therefore more rea* 
ibnable to believe, that at fuch 
a Jun^ore as this, they would 
rather have flattered ami cajoled 
the King, have given him Com- 
fort, ami promifed hhn good 
Suocefs, than have thundered ont 
fiich Threatnings againft him» 
as were very likely to difoblige 
and incenfe him, but could do 
themfelves no Service. Add to 
thii, that fuch a terrible Denun- 
ciation would m all Probability 
prove the moft effc^bial Means 
of (hewing the Falihood of their 
Predi^UoTi, by putting SamI up- 
on any Expedient to avoid it, 
whether by Flight, or any other 
Way, rather thw by engaging 
the Enemy. — This lall Argu- 
ment is equally ftrong againft 
thofe who think that the Devil 
took the Shape aiid ad>ed the 
^art ofSamuii ; unlefs we could 



Dfe him (o well acquainted 
witA Futurity, that he was fure 
^W would ni(h into his Deftru- 
dion, notwithibnding he was 
forewarned of it in lo (ignal a 
Manner. Again, if we grant 
the Devil might forefee that the 
Enemy would be too (bong for 
SumJ and his Army, yet he 
could neither bie fure that ho 
would engage them, efpecially 
after fuch a dreadful Di(iua£ve ; 
nor, if he did, that he and hk 
three Sons would certainly be 
kiird. The Ifroilites had won 
many a Viftory when there was 
lefs Probability of gaining it : 
and, at the worft, they might 
have efcaped by Fb'ght. We 
may obferve farther, how un- 
natural and abfurd it is to fup- 
pofe, that the infpired Writer 
would have expreffed himfelf as 
he doth, and have introduced 
the deceafed Ph>phet as ratfed 
from the Dead and fpeaking to 
5W, if the Devil had been the 
fole A£U>r in his Shape ; nei- 
ther is it at aU probable, that the 
Devil, if it had been he that 
(poke to 5W, would have 
play*d the Saint fo Ar, as to re- 
prove him for thofe very Crimes 
which he himfelf had tempted 
him to commit, and efpecially 
for making ufe of an Art to raiie 
him up, which he muft have 
been too fond of to dlfcounte- 
nance in fo fcverc a Manner. 
— Here indeed it b urged, that 
there were two Falfities in this 
pretended Prophecy , which 
rauft therefore be attributed cir 
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difcover the Sea of Tiberias^ about a Day's Journey 
diftant from us; and clofe by tliat Sta tliey ifccw u9 



ther to the Father of Lies, or to 
the juggling old Sorcerefi. Th^ 
ix^ is, that the Apparition fays 
to Saul^ Thou md thy SonsJhuU 
iffwi/hme: Whereas, fay they, 
SauJ died like a Reprobate by 
his own Hands, and could not 
be where Samuel was, in the 
MfiT.fions of the Bicffed. Eui: 
no more is meant by tliis, than 
ihoujbah he dioti^ or in the othr 
iV^rU, as J em already. The 
pther is, that the Spedre fays 
^'fOMrroav ; yirhercas the Battle 
was not fought on the next.Day« 
)Hxt a Day or two after. But 
though this be granted, it does 
not follow that die Woipd here 
tranflatcd to-Tnerriyzv docs po(i- 
tively imply the vety next Dctf 
fillw^'mgi for it often fignifies 
Jb^ tly^ and fomecimes k^etifier^ 
and is fo rendered in otliet Places 
of the Scriptui^e. — Upon tJie 
whole then, it feems realbiiable 
to conclude, with the far grea- 
ter Number of Authors, ancient 
and modem, that it was really 
Samuei who appeared to the 
Woman, and foretold SauT^ 
iDeath and the Defeat of Jfiasl. 
This, as has been already ob- 
ierved is the obvious and natural 
jienfe of the Text ; and it is con- 
firmed by the Tcllimouy of the 
uife Son of Sifach, an excellent 
fnterpretcr of the canonical 
Scriptuivs, who tells us exprefs- 
Jy, fEcclus. xivi. 20.) that Sa.- 
TTiUil frofh.fii'd i^ftcr his Deaths 
and fiewtd th ' King Ins End ; 
t mi hfi up his Voic^ frotm the 
Lci/tb in Proph.'ij, to biitt out the 



WickednefsfifthePeo^. Iloiow 
of only two Objedions of any 
Weight, that are made w^^vxiSk 
this Opinion, which ycc r. . ^ot 
unanfwerable, or uc 1 ;v . iii&y 
be fo far Ic/Tei.'d 2^ ? . appear 
incofuu. 1:: rable . in <: 1 :.. )>a rli'on of 
thoic in. it l.«ivt; \.zi.\ urged a- 
gainii Lie oiJk. cwo. — - i he 
firil Oojecl O'. )&^ tjruit it were 
abiiird to luppofe that the Devil 
has fo much Power over tho 
Souls of the Deceafed, efpecialr' 
ly of tiie Saints, as to makl$ 
them appear vifibly at the; T^^r- 
fire of a Sorccrei's. To wliich 
it may be anfwer'd, tl>at there 
is no Neceffity for fuppoGng any 
fuch extraordinary Power in thp 
Devil, but rather tiiat Qod caiT- 
ied Samu€i to appear to ^W,. tp 
reprove him for hib f<^i|iier Sinf^ 
and for this lail in partiaibr,, of 
fecking Advice firoqi Wizard^, 
contrary to his exprefs Com- 
mands ; and to bring hiai therCf 
.by, ifpoffible, to luchaSeni^ 
of his Faults^ as might prevent 
his nuking fuch a dcTfende Exit. 
That all this happen*d contrary 
to the Woman's £xpedadoi|» 
who could not be ignorant that 
it was above the Power of her 
Art to evocate the Souls of the 
BlefTed, is evident from the Sur- 
prize fhe difcover'd at Sasnuit^ 
fuddeu appearing; and coufe- 
quently that her Magick was 
not concerned therein, but that 
it was the Effett of fome fuperior 
Caufe. Her Necromancy had 
ordinarily Power over Demons 
only, or fuch \V];etched Spirits 
a ftcc p. 
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a ftecp Mountain, down which the Herd of Serine ran, 
and perifh'd in the >^ aters. Two or three Points to 
the North^we are fliewn the Mount of ihe Beatitudes^ a 
little Hilf where our Saviour deliver'd his < xcci: -nt 
Sermon recorded in the fitth, fixth, and fevench Chap- 
ters of St, Matthew. Not far from hence is the City 
Saphet^ which ftartds upon a Mountain, and is fuppofcd 
to be the ancient BetbuUa. We have likewife a View 
of a Place which they tell us was Dotbariy where Ja- 
fepb was fold by his Bretliren -, and alio of the Field 



as were fubmitted to the Devil's 
Tyranny; but; on this Occa- 
fion, fhe faw an Objed ib terri- 
ble, fno vcerable, fo majefticky 
fp d!fFcrcnt from any thing (he 
had ever raifed before, and that 
coming upon her before fhe had 
begun her Incantations, that 
ihe could not help being frigh- 
ten*dy and crying out 'with ti loud 
F#//r, (accordine to the Text) 
as being fully wtisfied that the 
Apparition came from God. — 
The other Objection is. that it 
is very improbable that God, 
who had refofed to anfwer 5W, 
either by Uiim^ or by Dreams^ 
mby PtofhttSy fhoiiid now do it, 
at leail feemingly, by the Mini- 
ftxy. of a wicked Woman. Why 
God dealt wlrh ^/.J after this 
Manner, is perhaps beyond our 
Power to determine ; but as we 
have fiiificient Proof that he did 
fo, we are fure he did it for 
wife Reafpns Though he had 
refufcd to anfwer him in the or- 
dinary Ways, might he not do 
it in an extraordinary one, in 
order to make the greater fm- 
preifion upon him, who had al- 
ways been too regardlefs of 
pod's Commar.ds^ when coni- 



municated to him by the Pro- 
phet ? SctuI might likewife be 
fufferM to f.»ek for Counfel from 
a Witch, to ma-^c liim fcnUblo 
what Degree of Impiery he had 
brought himfelf mto ; an i God's 
fer.(Iing Ssm.'fiJ to reprove him 
for it was a fignal Method of 
difcountenancing fuch a wicked 
and forbidden Pradlice. — How- 
ever, though the Interpretation 
which fjppofcs the Rc.ility of 
SamtcPs Appr.rition may [bo 
clogg'd with fome Difficuliies, 
yet they are manifcilly few; rand 
lefs than thofe wherewith the 
other Opinions are attended ; 
for they mud neceifarily lofe 
themfelves in a dark and intri- 
cate Labyrinth, who fuppole 
that two fuch remarkable Events, 
as the Death of Saul and his 
three Sons, and the total De- 
feat of the Ijraelitijh Army, 
could be foretold fo pofitively 
and exadUy, either by a juggling 
Woman, or by the Devil, or 
indeed by any but an omnifcient 

Power. Sec UHt^verfal Hi* 

fiory^ Vol. I. p. 771 . and Stack- 
boufe^% Hifiory of the Billi^ 
p. 66 T. who has an expreit 
Dijfertation upon this Sub'^e^\. 
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where our Lord fed five thoufand People with fiifc 
t/)aves and two Fifties, and twelve Baikets were fill'd 
vith the Fragments. On the Weft and North- Weft 
our Profpeft is boynded by Mount Carmel and the 
Mediterranean. 

Being very well fatisfied and delighted with our 
View of Mount Taboty we retum'd to Nazareth the 
fame Way we came, and arrived at the Convent a- 
bout Twelve o'ClQck. In the Afternoon we walked 
abroad to fee fcveral of the holy Places in the Neigh^ 
bourhood, as they are deem'd by the Chriftians in 
thefe Parts. About five hundred Yards fbm the Con- 
vent, upon a little Eminence, they ftiew'd us a great 
Stone caU'd our Lord's Table, from a Tradition they 
have, that it was frequently ufed ^ fych by our Savi- 
our and his Apoftles. Half a Mile from Na^arub 
we favv the Ruins of a Nunnery, where formerly ftood 
a Church dedicated to Our Laity of Fear^ bccaufe they 
fay that the Virgin followed our Lord when the Jews 
were leading him to the Precipice, and being sdfraic} 
(hey would put him to Death, fell down in this Places 
and they pretend to (hew the ImprefHon made by her 
Knee in the folid Rock. About a Mile farther, en-! 
tring a narrow Cleft between two rocky Mountains, 
and clambering up a trouUefome Way, we came to 
(he Brink of a Precipice, which is faid to be the vciy 
Place where our Lord's Countrymen, enraged at his 
Pleaching, would have thrown him down neadlong, 
had he no^ eluded their Fury by a miraculous Ef- 
^ape*. Here they likewifc (hew us a great Stone 
with feveral little Holes in it, which, if you believe the 
Friars, were made by Cbrifth Fingers, who laid hold 
of it to fave himfelf^ from the Violence ofFerM him 
by his Enemies. At this Place are the Ruins of a 
Church, or fome Religious Building, founded by the 

• Sec Luke iv. x6 — 30. 
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I Emprcfs Heima abovcmention'd ; and fevcral 
ms for faving Water. 

avjKo taken another Night's Lodging in the 
rent, and fatisBed the Guardian for our Entertain- 
er we returned to jlcre on the 27th, all in good 
Ith, and unmolefted by the j4rah. On the 28th 
le Morning we continued our Journey towards ^V- 
bn in company with the Conful, and travelling by 
Side of the Bay of /Icre dll we came to the Bot- 
of it, we then turn'd Southward, and pafsM a lit- 
Liver caird Kardanab^ fuppofed to be the ancient 
Sj fiimous for its Sand, which is faid to .be an ex- 
nt Material For making Glafs, and to have given 
Brft Occafion and Hint of that fine Invention*. 
t we began to decline a little from the Sea-Coaft, 
in two Hours arriv'd at the farther Side of the 
n, where it is bounded by Mount Carmel. 
*hi8 Mountain ftrctches from Eaft to Weft, being 
I'd by the Mediterraneans and is the moft remark- 
Head of Land on all the Coail. It was not^d 
ng the ancient Pagans, as being a Place wherein 
H^oras is faid to have taken great Delight; but has 
I far more revered among Chriftians, as it is fup- 
A to have been the Relidence of the Prophet JE- 
r, fomc rime before he was taken up into Heaven. 
m hence the Order of Carmelite Friars took their 
nc and Origin, who pretend to be defcended I y 
inintemipted Succeflion from the Children of the 
phets left in Mount Carmel by Elijah and Elijba. 



The SiJoutens arc reported 
ivc firft made this Difcovciy 
k the following Accident : 
B Travellers luving rcaicd 
inerary Hearth on the Sand 
lis River with large Pieces 
itrc, and fet ibme Fern on 
xader a Kettle to boil their 
aals, perweived the Sand 



and Nitre to melt and incorpo- 
rate widi the Fem-A(hes, and 
prefently after to run into a 
tranfparent Stream, wiiich har- 
dened asit cooled ; from whence 
the Hint of making Glafs was 
taken, and graduaUy unproved 
to its prefcnt Degree of Ufd 
and Beaut/. 
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The Manner in which they make out their Antiquity; 
has fomething in it too ridiculous to be related-: Somt 
among them pretend they arc the Defccndants ofjijki 
Cbriji'y others go farther, making Pythagoras a Can 
tnelite^ and the ancient Druids rtigular Branches oftheir 
Order. But the mod reafonable and probable Account 
of their Origin is that given us by Pbotas^ a GreA 
Monk, who tells us, that in his Time, that is, in the 
Year 1 185, the Cave of Elijah was to be fecn upon 
the Mf vuntain j and that fome Years beforej ^ PridI 
of Calabria^ pretending a Revelation from the Pro^ 
phet FJijah^ fix'd there^ and affcmbled ten Brothen. 
In 1 209, /liberty Patriarch of Jerufatem, gave the So^ 
litaries a rigid Rule, which was approved and confirmed 
in 1 217, or, according to others, in 1226, by Honoriui 
the Third, though it was afterwards mitigated by JM* 
vocent the Fourth in 1245, Many of the Popes give 
the Carmelites the Title of Brothir of the BUffed Vir- 
gin \ and the Order is eminent for its Miffions, and the 
great Number of Saints with which it has ftock'd the 
Rofnijh Church. It is to be obferv'd, that the Order 
of the Carmelites is divided into two Branches, name- 
ly, thofe of the ancient Obfervance^ call'd the mitigaied 
or moderate., and thofe of the ftriS ObfervancOy caHVd 
Barefooted Carmelites^ for a Reafon which the£pithet 
itfelf iiedares. Thefe laft are a Reform of the ancient 
Carmelites J fet on foot in 1 540 by S. Therefa \ who ha- 
ving begun with the Convents of Nuns, and reilored 
them to the primitive Aufterity of the Order, which 
had been mitigated, as abovemention'd, by Innocent 
the Fourth, the Reform was at length introduced a- 
mong the Friars. Pope P/tfj V. approved the Defign^ 
and Gregory III. confirmed it in 1580. 

The Convent of the Carmelites is not at prefent 
upon the very Top of the Mountain, where they had 
a fine one before the Chriftians lofl the Holy Landi 
the Ruins of which are ftill vifible-, but they have il 
fmall HouIc fom«;what lowcr^ where they lead a very 

auftere 
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auftere Life, and are chiefly fubfifted by the Charity 
of the French Merchants at jlcre^ who frequently go 
thither to perform their Devotions. I'hey had Jikc- 
wife a handfome Church belonging to the ancient Mo^ 
tudbery, dedicated to the Blelfed Virgin ; but that bcr 
ing deftroy^i their prefent Church is a little Grotto^ 
neatly cut out of the Rock, faid to have been the Ha- 
bitation of Elijah i though there are other Grottos a- 
bout the Mountain, which he is fuppofed to have made 
' by turns the Places of his Refidence. From the Con- 
vent of the Carmelites there is a bound Icfs Profpcdk 
over the Mediterranean \ but the good Fathers feem 
to have fix'd their Abode in the mod barren and rocky 
Part of the Mountain, as that is towards the Sea ; 
whereas at a little Diftance from the Coaft it is as re* 
marknhle for its Fertility and Beauty, being cloarhcd 
with Vines, Olives, and other FrUit-Trces where it is 
cultivated, and in other Places overfpread with fragrant 
Herbs, Shrubs, and Plants, among which a curious 
Botanill would undoubtedly find an agreeable Amufe- 
ment. 

. Some will have it, that the Habitation of Elijah 
upon McmntCarmel was turn'd into a Synagogue after 
his being taken up into Heaven, from whence God 
was pleafed to give Anfwers relating to Futurity, as 
he had before done by that Prophet, Upon what 
Authority this is affirm'd, I know notj but we may 
obferve, that anciently the Name Carmel was not on<f 
ly given to the Mountain, and to a Town, but al/b 
to a God; for, according to Suetonius^ the Emperor 
Vejpafian confulted the Oracle of the God Carmelus^ 
which aflur'd him he fhould be fuccefsfiil in all his 
Undertakings. It has alio been conjedurM, that Jur 
piter had once a Temple on Mount Carmel^ thence 
call'd the holy Mcuntain of Jupiter \ but Tacitus de- 
nies that tiiere was any Temple there, or Image of a 
God, but an Altar only, which was held in great Ve- 
oenuioiL 
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About three Miles from the prefcnt Convent of 
the CarmilitiSy they (hew us a Fountdn of good Wa- 
ter, which they fay Elijah miraculoufly caufed to 'jpring 
out of the Ground^, and it is faid to have been quite 
dry all the time the Monks were banifti'd from Mount 
CarmeU after the Chriftians loft this Country; but to 
have itfued forth again plentifully as foon as they re- 
turned to the Mounuin. Near this Spring are the 
Ruins of a Monaftery; and at fome Dift^cc frond 
thence they tell us of a Spot of Ground abounding 
with Stoneii exaftly refembling Melons^ which, if you 
tan believe the Friars, were once in reality what they 
are ndw in appearance only-, but were tum*d into 
Stones by the Prophet Elijah^ to punifli an ill-natured 
Gardener^ who iefufed to give him a Melon which he 
aflcM in Charity. But the lefs Credit is to be given 
to this Miracle, becaufe a great man^ Stones are n> 
be found about Mount Carmel^ P^^^ty much 
in the Form of Olives, Plums, Peaches^ and other 
Friiit^ which are generally prefented to Pilgrims^ 
with fine Stories concerning the Manner of their Pro* 
dudbion and Virtiies, that ferve to raife the Admira* 
tion of the Credulous and Superftitious*.— But Co pro« 
ceed on our Journey. 



* *' In the Moantaxns of 
" Carmil, feys Dr. Show, we 
'' gather a gieat many Stones, 
'* which being in the Foraiy as 
" is pretended, of Olives, Me- 
** Ions, Peaches, and other 
" Fruit, are commonly impofed 
** upon Pilgrims, not only for 
" fuch Curio&ties, but as Anti- 
'* dotes likewife againfl feveral 
«' Diltempers. The Olives, 
" the Litpides Juiiaici of the 
** Shops, have been always an 
** approved Medicine againfl 
** the Stone and Gra?&l; bat 
" little can be laid IB favoiir of 



*' their Melons and Peaches/ 
** which are only fo many dif- 
*' ferent Sizes of round hoUow 
** Flint-flones, beautifidd in the 
" Jnfide with fuch fpahy and 
** (bdagmitical Knobbs as are 
'< made to pais for theJUkc 
** Number of Seeds and Ker- 
'' ncls. The litfle round Cal- 
** m/i, commonly adIM tJU 
«• r/rg/ii'/ Pia/e | the dudky 
** Stone of the Grotto' near 
'' Bethlbcm. call'd her Miik-^ 
** the Waters of JorJam and 
" 5//flfl«, the OiT of Zacccju; 
[' the Rofes of yeriche, Bead« 
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- Throuoh a narrow Valley wc pafs'd frorh the 
Plain of Acre into that of Efdratlon^ and in two 
llours arrived at a River which runs down the Mid- 
dle of the Flain^ and,difchargcs itfelf into the Sea oh 
Ae North SJdc of Mount Carmel. This River has 
been generally taken for the ancient Kijbon^ whofe 
Head has been erroneoiifly placed about Mount Tailor % 
whereas the Sources of the true Kijbon are on the South* 
'SfSt Side of Mount Carmel^ and the Valley through . 
Which it runs is feparated by litde Hills from the 
Plain of Efdraekn. The Courfe of this River is but 
i^orti nor is it coniiderable of itfelf, but when fwelPd • 
hjf the numerous Torrents which upon fudden Rains 
nil into it from the neighbouring Mountains, it over- 
flows its Banks, and carries down all before it with a 
wonderful Rapidity $ and it was dpubtlefi at fuch ± 
Cpnjundure as this^ that it proved fo fatal to the Hoft 
iof Si/era.^ Having travell'd about threie Hours morc^ * 
We pitchM our Tents this Evening by the Side of a 
fmali Brook, at ^ litde Diftance from a Village call'd 
L^um^ perhaps the Legio or Legion of fome eccle- 
&&cal Writers. From hence we had a fine View of 
tile Plain of Efdraelon^ which is of a vaft Ejitent, and 
one of the moll fertile Parts of the Land of Canaan^ 
our Prolpeft being bounded, at the Diftance of fifteen 
or twenty Miles, with the Mounains Tabor and Her- 
m(m% andf thofe of Nazareth'^ but moft of this Plain 
lies uncultivated^ and only £?.ryes the Arabs far Pa- 
fiurage. It was anciendy call'd the Valley of Jezreek 
vod the graU Plain of L^ion. 

On ibt 29th in the Mombg an Emir of the Arabs 
Cime to us, and forced us to pay him a Caphar-, which 
done, we foon left the Plain pf^ Efdraehn and the Pre- 
QpAs of the Tribe of Iffachar^ and entered thofe of 

^ Haiiit bftht QUve-Aonet of '' grioid ufoally ttceivt in re- 

^ Xiethfrnmem, with vacknis Cil- ** turn for didr Charity/^ 

*iioftki of the like Natore^ Simn*} JrtmU^ p. 372^ 373. 
f Me the IVeftnti which Pfl 



mt the IVeftnti which Pil- * Tiubur. at. 
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the Half Tribe of JManaJfih, which, though fottie- 
what more hilly than the forrticr, is neverthclefs a fine 
arable Country. Our Road lay for feveral Hours 
through narrow Vallies, the Hills on each hand being 
covered with [deafant Woods; and after croflTing ano- 
ther little Plain, we came in half an Hour to Capbar 
Arah^ whcie we took up our Quarters, and pafs*d a 
reftleis Night for fear of being plundered by the A- 
rabs^ of whom confiderable Numbers were encampVI 
in the Neighbourhood. 

Not much liking our Situation, we paid our Ca- 
phar and fet out early the next Morning, leaving on 
our Right Hand the two Villages Arw and Rjama^ ' 
and in two Hours arrir*d at Sebafte^ the ancient Sm-^ 
fHariay which ftands upon a long Mountain of an oval - 
Figure, juft within the Borders of the Tribe of jB- 
phraim. The Ground on whkh ftood this once ft- 
mous City, and Seat of the Khigs of Ifrael^ is now 
moftly converted into Gardens, and the Place itfelf 
reduced to a mean and inconfiderable Vill^e; nor are 
there any Remains left to teftify its hrmtj Grandeur^ 
except a large fquare Vibizsl on the North Side of the 
Hill, encompafrd with Pillars, and on the Eaft Side 
Part of an old Church, faid to have been buik by 
the Emprefe Helena^ on the Place where St. John Ba^ 
tiji was imprifon^d and beheaded. Within the Wdls 
of the Churob there is a Defcent by Sttm into a Dun- 
geon, where it is faid the Blood of that holy Man 
was barbaroully fhed ; and the ^urks^ who are the (bie 
Inhabitants of this decayM Place, have fuch a Vene- 
ration for this Prifon, that they have erefted over it a 
fmall Mofque ; but for a little Bit of Money you ace 
admitted to fatisfy your Curioiity. 

This City was firft birilt by Omri^ one of the Kings 
of Ifrael^ and made the Capital of that Kingdom,. 
whereas their Prince^ till that Time had ufually re- 
fided at 1'irzab* Samma was twice bcficged by &»• 

• « *«^' xvi. J3, 24, 
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laJad King of Syria^ as has been alreadjr mention^, 
and was niiraqiloufly preferved the laft time when it 
^fras upon the Point of being taken. But the Sins of 
die IfraetiUs at length provoked the Lord to deliver 
Ais/CIty intd the Hands of Sidmmifer King of yJ/^ 
hriaj who laid dofe Siege to it ih the Reign of //(?- 
weii. That Prindc. who had not been able to make 
ncad againft tht! Afhridn Monarch, had however Iq 
Wcli fortified himfelf in the City, that it held out al- 
moft threfe Yedfs agiirift the Bcfiegers. Th^ Tex^ 
irivtt OS no farther Particulars either of this Siege 6ir 
of the War, Except that, after the taking of Samaria^ 
ihk reft of the Kingdom was forced to fuFmit to the 
tScAiqueror, and tiut both the King anJ all his Sub- 
jefts were carried dWay into Captivity*: But from thq 
^adfui Account of it in fome of the Prophets, whcj 
defcribe the Dlftrefi of the People upon this Occafion 
ifr the ftrongeft Terms, it is evident that the ^J^rians 
Committed me moft horrid Cruelties towards their Cap-j 
fives, ripping up pregnant Women, and daftiing thqif 
Children againft ttit Ground •, and havmg reduce^ \Sa^ 
iniria to a Heap of Ruins, and laid wafte all the jLaniJ^- 
rctum'd home fedfeh with the Spoils of Tfrael. SalfM- 
iifir ibadtd Hojhia with Chains, and (hut him up in^ 
ftifon tht reft of his Days; and as for the captive If- 
radius^ he tranfplanted them to Halab^ Uabon and 
other Cities qf the Mtdis^ whither fome of their fire*' 
threft had before been carried by Ttglath-PiUfit. This; 
was the fad End and Deftru6kiolfi of the Kincdprn df 
l^i^l^ or of the* ftn Triies^ after^ it had lafted two; 
bundred and fifty- four Years from its firft Separauon. 
mm that of Jud^\ which- remarkable Event hap-' 
pen'd m the fixth Year of HezMab^ and the ninth of ' 
H^fiea. A great Number, ho^^ever, of the Ifradiiis 
both iaved their Lives, and efcaped being carried in- 
to Slavery; fome of them flying into E^t^ and ma- 

* See^a Kitigs xvii. througlioiit. 
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Kf more into the Kingdom of Judab^ where they 
were weaned by Degrees from thdr former Idolatries 
and Rebellion ; and became Subjefts to Hezekiab and 
his Sucxeflbrs: And the AJjPfrianSy on the other hand, 
fcnt Colonies from feveral of their Provinces to re- 
people the Land of T/raelf. 

After this Deftruaion of Samaria by Sabnanifef^ 
it recover*d in a great meaiiire its former Strcngith and 
Grandeur; but it was again xzktn and demoli&'d by 
Hyrcanusj after having luftain'd a whole Year's Siem 
with the utmofl: Bravery. The Conqueror ordered the 
Walls and HouTes of the City to be r^sed and laid 
level with the Ground; and, to prevent its being ce- 
built, he caufed large and deep Trenches to be cut 
every wzv cro(s the Place where it ftood, and to be 
fiird witn Water. However^ it was once more re* 
clbblifli'd in the Time oi Herod xht Grcat>whonufcd 
it from a ruin*d to a riiofl: magnificent State, encom* 
j>afs'd it with a (h-one Wall, adomM it with a fine Tcm- 

}')le, and callM it SAafte^ a Word of much the liuxift 
mport as Aigufia in Latinj in honour of Augujtus C^ 
ySrr; which Name, obfcure and ruin'd as it is, it re* 
tains_ to this Day with very little Variarion. 

The firft Village we pafs'd by after leaving Sehf^i 
was Sberack^ and the next Barfeba^ both on our Right 



f Thefe new Colonies, ai 
we learn from 2 Kings xvii. 25. 
had like to have been deftrovM 
by Lions, (J^Jiphut (aysbyPe* 
ftUence) on account of their Im- 
jfiety. The King of AJgria be- 
ing told, (hat the CkHfe of this 
QlUuttity was their not woHhip- 
yte Ihe Cod of the Coiintiy, 
o^r*d an IfragUtiJb Prieft to be 
(bit to than from among the 
Captives, cvinihxiAtheminthe 
Worihip of the God of Ifrmil. 
This was done accordingly ; but 
ihefu Idolatersy inttead of for* 



iaking their Riflbi Deitiet, eon- 
tinned to worihip them jmttljr 
with the true Gods andthnaa 
ftrange Mixtnre of Religion waa 
inooduced, and afterwsraa con- 
thmed among the Sammitmns^ 
from Whem5b fpraag the nutnil 
Hatred between them and the 
Jtwsi the ktter abominating •* 
ven the Name of the fbnner; 
and theft always difdaimine any 
Kindred with the Jiws in Time 
of Advotfity, thou|h forward 
enough to claim it m Time of 

t-iann • 
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Hand; and then travelling along a narrow Valley^ 
watered with a pleafant Stream, in two Hours we ar- 
rived at Naplofoj the ancient SbaUm^ Sbecbem^ Sycbem • 
or Sychar. It ftands in the faid Valley, between Mount 
Gerizim on the South and Ebal on the North, being 
biult at the Foot of the former, partly on the Side of 
the Hill, and pardy on the Plain. The Town is no- 
thing m comparifon of what it muft formerly have 
been, either with reipeft to its Magnificence or Ex- 
tent; and yet it is ofa conliderable Length, confiding 
chiefly of two parallel Streets, is very full of Inhabir 
tanti, and the Seat of a Turkijb Sangiack. It is at 
Breient the chief Refidence of the Samaritans^ who 
liaye a finall Temple here, to which they refort, at 
eertain Seafons, to perform their religious Rites ; but 
whether they are ftiU Idolaters, and worfhip a Calf, as 
the Jews pretend they do, I cannot pofitively deter- 
Jnine; thou^ I give litde Credit to the Acculation, 
as coming nom their inveterate flnemies. 

Thi Soil about Naplofa is fertile, the Gardens ar^ 
full of Orange and Citron-Trees, i^nd watered with 
fine Rivulets that fall from the Mountain; and Olive*' 
Trees grow hereabouts in great abundance. On the 
ScMith Side of the Town there is a litde rocky Emi-* 
nence call'd Elrndddj where our Lord is faid to have 
Ud him down to reft, when he was weary of travel- 
ling; and they pretend to (hew you fome Prints of 
has Hands and Feet in the Rock, and tell you that 
the Impreflion of his Body was formerly to be dif- 
cem'd. From this Fmlnence we had an agreeable 
View of the whole Town, which is the largeft and 
0ioft confiderable we had met with fince our Depar*. 
ture from Sidon. 

The Mountains Gerizim and Ebal are memorable 
far the BlelTings and Curfes which God commanded 
U> be DPonounccd from thence upon the Children of 
Ifrael^. Upon Gerizim^ which was appointed tor 

^ Di§t. IX. 29. andxxvis. 12. 13. 
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tbe BlcfCngs, izi^ere to ftand the Trib^ of Simafi^ l^ 
w, Judab^ JJacbar^ J^f^ and Befgamin\ s|nd upfl^ 
Mhal^ where the Curks wqre to be delivered, th 
Tribes of Reuben, Gal, jlfiier^ Zehdun^ JQ«r,. aof 
NapbtaU. An Altar was likewife to be ereded c^ 
Mount Ebal^ (or Gerizim, according (o the S^fMpfft 
Pentateuch) of unhewn Stones covcr'd pycf wi^ 
I'laifter, and inictibed with the Body 9^ the 7^^ 
Law ; and here they were commanded (o offer ^ff?3i 
JBces, and to niake great Rejoicing befc^ tl^e hof^.i ?1 
which was punftually performed in th^Timc ^fjo0^^ 
The Samaritans afHnn that Gerizim was the Bkua 
jippointed by God fpr his Worihtp ^nd Sacrificr, anc 
pretend that the Jews have maJicioufly corrupoed th 
Text, and fubftitutcd Ebal inftead of Gerizim^ mcfd] 
becaufe the Samaritans worfhipped in tbe laft men 
tion*d Mountain. In confirmation of this, they pjead 
that as Gerizim was confefledly the Mountain of Bid 
ling, and Ebal the Mountain of Curling, by God' 
own Appointment;, it is moft prpbable that tbe foi 
mer was alfo appointed for the sacrifices and religion 
Feftivals which the IJraelites were commanded to oi: 
ierve. If any of the great Stones, m^e ufe of b; 
Jofiua in building the Altar, lyere to be found upo 
Mount Gerizim J it would deternjii)^ the Queflaon o 
the Side of the Samaritans \ byt as np fuch Evidenc 
can be produced, I leave the Coptroverfy tc^ be di 
cided by the Learned. 

The Town of Naplofa, or Sychem, has Realbn t 
boaft of its great Antiquity ; for it feems to have bee 
of confiderable Note in the Time oi Jacob. Its Inhs 
biunts however were flain, and the City plunder^c 
by the Sons of Jacob, to revenge the Rape of the 
Sifter Binab, committed by Shecbem the Son of Hi 
mor^ who was the Prince of that Country*. Abim 
lech deftroy'd the Inhabitants, and levelled the Cii 

t Jojbua viii. 30—35. • Sec Cm. jpody. thioughanf^ 

wil 
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wirfi the Ground tf but it was rebuilt by JeroioamX^ 
9nd again niin'd by the Kings of Damafcus. Vefta- 
$an fettled a Colony in this Town, and calPd it //«- 
via Cafarea\ from whom fpmng Juftin Martyr^ a 
faithfiil Champion for the Caufe of Chriftianity. It 
yras likewife formerly callM NeapoUs^ to which its mo- 
dern Name bears fome Refemblwce. The Samaritans 
had once a Temple on Mount Gerizim^ which fecm'd 
if} rival that of Jerufakm^ but in the Time of the 
Mdscabeesj it was deftroyM by Hyrcanus. 

Hay I NO made fome Stay at Naplofa^ and paid our 
Caphar^we continued our}ourney along the fame narrow 
Valley ; and on the Right Hand, juft without the City, 
we obferv'd a Molque, formerly a Chriilian Church^ 
&id to ftand cxaftly over the Sepulchre of Jacobs in 
the Piece of Ground that he purchafed of the Sons 
of Hamor the Father of Sbecbem*. It is ufually callM 
7^7<|p/^'s Sepulchre, his Bones having been here interred 
after they were brought out of Egypt by the Children 
of Ifrael\. 

About a Mile from Naphfa we came to Jacob* % 
Welly famous on Account of its ancient Matter, but 
more fo for the memorable Conference held there be- 
tween our Blefled Saviour and the Woman of Sama-^ 
ria. Some hare queflion*d whether this be really the 
Well that it is pretended to be, as thinking it too re- 
' mote fix)m Sycbar for Women to come^hither to draw 
Water ; efpedallv as the prefent Town is fo well fup- 
plied with that Element, that the Inhabitants have no 
Ncceffity to fetch it at fuch a Diftance. But for my 
part, I have no Doubt of its being aftually the Well 
which the Scripture means, fincc it is highly probable, 
that Sjcbar^ in our Saviour's Time, was of much 
greater Extent than the prefent Naplofa ; as may be 
<^njeaur'd from fome Remains of a thick Wall, 

' t JWiff/ IX. 45. • Gen. xxxiii. 19. 

X I Kingsm, 25. f Jofiua vciv. 32. 
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which are ftill to be feen not far from the Well itlelf^ 
That devout Patronefs of the Holy Land^ t^e Emprefl 
Helena^ formerly caufed a large Church to be ei^e4 
over this Well ; but the Malice of the ^nrh^ and the 
deftroyir^ Hand of Time, have left notlung of it re- 
maining, except fome Parts of the Foundation. The 
Weil i3 arch*d over yrith Stone, but there is a narrow 
Paffage left to gp down into the Vault, where, by re- 
moving a fiat Stone^ we dyfcover the Mouth or the 
Well itfelf ; whiqh is dug out of a firm Rock, is three 
Yards in JSiameter, and five or fix and thirty in Depths 
with above two Fathom Water in it : So falfe is that 
Story which the Country-People impofe upon Travel- 
lers, that the Wei) is dry all the Year round, except 
on the Anniverfary of the Day when our Saviour dif* 
coursM with the Samaritan Wpman^ but that then it 
bubbles up abundantly. 

Here is the End of the narrow Valley of Sychem^ 
which at this Well opens itfelf into a fpacious Fiek)^ 
fuppofed to be Part of the Parcel of Ground that was 
j^ven to Jofiph by his Father Jaco^ *• It is water'4 
by a fine Rivulet, which renders it fertile ^nd delight- 
ful ', but from hence our Road led us to the Southward^ 
along another Valley much wider than the former. 
Having pafs'd by two or three fmall Villages oi;i our 
Right, we arrived in the Evening at a ]Cane or Inn 
caird LebaHj and there took up our Quarters. This 
Kane is fituated on the Eaft Side of a pleafiuit Valley^ 
and oppofite to it fb^nds a Village of the fame Name, 
which may poflibly haye been the Lebimah mentioned 
Judges xxL 19^ if we may conjedhire froq[i the Lik^ 
nefs of its Name and Situation. 

The 31ft in the Morning wc had no foonergot on 
Horfeback^ but we found ourfelvcs engaged in a dif4 
ficult Taflc, that of climbing a fteep and craggy Moun- 
tain. We mattered it hov(evcr in lefs than an Hour, 

• Joba iv. 5. 
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^d having left a VUls^call'd Gfiga at fomcDIftance 
on our Right, in one Hour more we enter'd a narrow 
Valley, at the farther End of which wc came to die 
Ruins of a Monaftery, as they appeared to be, and of 
a confiderable Village. Hereabouts was Jacob* s Be^ 
fbel^ where he took up |^is Lpdgjngintheopen Airf, 
with the Sky for his Canopy, and a Stone for his Pit- 
low v which however was made eafy to him by the 
Vifion of God, apd of the Ancels ascending and de- 
Icending on a Ladder reaching from Earth to Heaven^ 
and by the comfortable Promilcs he then received froin 
the Almighty, that he fhould have the Land of Ca^ 
naan for has Inheritaivce, that his Pofterity fhould be 
numerous, that the Me^s fhould defcend &om his 
Family, that he fhoultF?etum fafe to his native Coun- 
tryt and that throughout his Journey he fhould expe- 
rience the divine Proteftion and Prefervation, Near 
this Place were the Limits between the Tribes of 
fpbraim and Benjlamin*. 

From hence our Ro£(d lay through feveral large 
Olive-y^rds, leaving two or three 4^ak Villages x)n 
cxir Right, till we c^me to a roclqr Precipice, over 
which a Way has been cut wi;h incredible Labour^ 
An Hour afterw^s we arrived at Beerj the Place whi« 

took 



The Phce where J^Mb 
iq)his Lodging was near 
Im^ which figniles an Jlmni^ 
and mieht Teiy likely have its 
Name mnn the many Groves of 
Almond-Trees thereabootSy un- 
der fome of which it is not un- 
likely that j0cob might repofe 
himfelfy as they would afford 
him no incommodious Shelter 
from the Weather. On account 
of the Vifion which Jacob had 
here, he call'd the Place Bahel \ 
y)d the IfraiUtet^ when they 
CQnqnerM Canaan^ in remem- 
trance of the Thing, conti- 



nued the Name. It lay tqr 
the North of Jumfaiim, and 
Weft of fU, o»the Confines of 
the Trities ofEpbrmm and Btn* 
jamn: So that, upon the Revolt 
of the ten Tribes, it lieIong*d 
to die Kingdom of J/rael^ imd 
was one of the Qities where Je- 
robomm let uphisgolden Cahnes % 
whence the Prophet Ho/m 
feb, iv. 15.) alluoing to the 
Name ^ven it by Jac^^ caHs 
it Betb-mm, hdlead of Bitbil, 
i. e. tbi Hwfi §fFanitf or Id^s^ 
inileadof air Aufi o/G^d. 
* 7($0!tti xviii, IV 
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ther Jotham fled from his ^xo'^tt AbimeUch^^ The 
Town is pleafancly fituatcd pn an eafy Declivity facing 
the Souths and at the Bottom of the Hill there is ^ 
plentiful Spring of excellent Water. In the upper 
rartof the Town we fee the Remains of an old* Church 
built by the JBmprefs Helena^ on the very Place, as 
they tell you, where the Blefled Virgin fat herfelf 
down to bewail the Lofs of her dear Son Jtf/ii, whom 
ihc could not find amongft the G)mpany, as fhe ez^ 
pefted ; and therefore returned to Jerufalem in fearcli 
of him, where fhe was agreeably furprized to find him 
in the Temple difputing with the Doftors j. 

LEAVING Beer J we proceede^l^ as we had done the 
greateft Part of the Way frooipiir laft Night's Lodg^ 
ings, through a njggedCounti^irTcarceprefen ting any 
thing to our View but naked Rocks, Mountains, and 
Precipices, which are apt to give Travellers quite dif- 
ferent Ideas of the Land of Prcmife^ from thofe they 
had form'd before from the pleafing Defcription given 
of it. in the facrcd Writings ||. And indeed, at firft 
Sight, one would think it impoflible for fuch a Land 
as this to have furnifh'd Food for the vaft Numbei; 
of Inhabitants that formerly dwelt in it: But we muft 
confider, that thefc very Mountains, which now ap^ 
pear barren, were then cultivated and improved to the 
beft Advantage ( being either planted with Vines and 
Olive-Trees, pr elfe with Melons, Cucumbers, and o- 
ther Gardcn-StufF, which makes great Pirt of the 
Food of the Eaftcm Nations at the proper Seafon of 
the Year. In order to keep the Mould from tumbling 
or being wafli'd down the Sides of the Hills, they ufed 
to gather up the Stones, and build a Sort of Walls at 
convenient Diftances, between which they formed 
Beds of excellent Soil, rifing gradually one above an- 
other from the Bottom to the Top of the Mountains. 

+ Ju£^uix.zi, I Dutt. viii. 7, 8, 9. and xi. 

t £«i^ii. 43— -48. 9-^ 15. with many other Places. 
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Some Traces of this Method of Culture may ftill be 
difcem'd in moft of the Mountains of the HofyLand-^ 
and thus the induftrious Hufbandman made the v^ ly 
Rocks fruitful, and every Spot of Ground afford 
ibmething or other towards the Sullenance of human 
Life. 

But fuppofe we grant that fome Parts of the Hofy 
Landy particularly about Jerufdtm^ are barren and un- 
^uitfuU (which is not true in the main) yet if the far 
^reateft Part of the Country is wonderfully fertile, as 
K really is, it fufikicntly juftifies the Defcription we 
find of it in the Holy Scriptures, and accounts for its 
«ice fupporting fuch a prodigious Number of Inhabi- 
tants, and like wife affonJing its Neighbours thofe Sup- 
plies of Corn and Oil, which we are affured it did in 
the Reign of Solomon. That it abounded with Oxen» 
Sheep, Goats, 6?r. and alfo with Fowls, appears 
from the frequent Sacrifices of thofe Animals among 
the Jews -, and as they had Ptenty of Catde, they had 
Milk enough of confcquence, one of the diftinguifh- 
ing Bleffings of the Land of Promife. As to Honey, 
the Mountains of this Country being many of them 
cover'd with Thyme, Rofemary, and fuch-like aro- 
snatick Plants and Herbs, in which the Bees take moil: 
Delight, we need not wonder that the Land was faid 
to flow with it, (as welf as with Milk) to exprefs its 
Abundance ; eipecially when we confider, that the 
very Woods and De&rts of Judaea afforded a wiM 
Honey, whatever it was, wYiic^Jonatban found drop- 
ping from the Trees *, and which was Part of the 
Food of St. John die Baptiil f. 

Upon the whole, the Complaints of fome Travel- 
lers relating to the prefent Barrennefsof the Hofy Land^ 
and the Objeftions that have been raifcd from thence 
againft the Truth of fevcral PafTagesof Scripture, ap- 
pear to me to be endrely groundlefe : For the Country 

f I fjsv. XXV. 20. f M^Utb. ill. 4* 
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is far from being naturally unfruitful, but as it wants' 
Inh.?!)5tants, and the few that poffeftit are quite averfe 
to I i-xiur and Indullry, great Part of it lies unculti- 
vati.i and neglefted; whereas if it were well peopled 
and hufbanded as it ought to be, the Soil is generally 
rich, and would produce as plentiful Crops asthemoft 
fertile Parts of Syria -, and as to the Goodncfs of its 
Wheat and other Grain, none can be more excellent 
than what we meet with at Jerufalemj to which City, 
we are now haftening. 

Two Hours after we had left Beer^ we came to the 
Top of a Hill, which gave us the firft Sight of Jenh 
falem ; having at the fame Time Rama within View 
on our Right Hand, and on our Left the Plain of J^ 
ticho and the Mountains of GiUad. Another Hour 
brought us to the Walls of the Holy City ; but as ie 
is not lawful for any Frank to enter the Gates without 
having firft obtain*d Permiflionfrom theGovemor, the 
Conful difptch'd a MefTenger for that Purpofe ; who 
having executed his CommifTion with all poflible Speed 
and Succefs, we entered at Bethlehem Gate, and were 
conduced by the Conful to his own Houfe, who gene«^ 
roudy invited us to make that our Home during our 
Stay at Jerufalem. We accepted of his Invitation 
with refpeft to our Lodging, but we generally took 
our Meals at the Latin Convent, where all Frank Pil* 
grims, as we now reckon'd ourfelves to be, are ufual* 
ly entertain'd, though the Fathers are well paid for 
their Trouble and Provifions. 

The little Time we had to Ipare before Eafier 
would not permit us to take an accurate Survey of 
Jcrufalcm^ (b that I (hall only give fome general Ac- 
count of it at prelcnt, and defer Partiailars till that 
Seafon of Devotion is over, when we ihall have more 
Leifure to examine them with Attention, This re- 
nowned City, though much fallen from its ancient 
Grandeur, is ftill reckoned the Capital of Paleftine^ 
dii J is much reforted to, either out- of Curiofiiy or 
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from all Parts df the Chriftian World, ft 
about thirty Miles to the Eaftward of the 
man^ on a rocky Mountain, with fteep Al^ 
on all Sides, except towards the North % 
inded with a deep Valley, which is again 
s'd with Hills s being thus placed, as it 
he Midft of an Amphitheatre. It is wall'd 
t the Walls are not very ftrohg ; nor have 
Baftions, but an inccnfiderable Ditch on one 
The City has fix Gates, namely, thofe of 

Mount SioHy Sttrquilina or the Ihaig-Gaie^ 
Ps, Herod^s^ and that of Damafcus ; befides 
\ GatCy which is wall*d up, on account of a 
the I'urks have amongft them, that by that 
^iftians are to take Jerufalem. Tlie pri- 
ings are very mean, and the Streets are nar- 
ked, and many of them full of Ruins ; and 
ere is a great deal of wafte Ground in the 
the whole hut thinly inhabited, though it is 
tc Miles in Circumference, 
refcnt Jrrufalem does not ftand upon the 
jnd that was taken up by the ancient City ; 
c Calvary^ which is a fmall finiinence upon 
r Mount of Moriah^ and formerly appro- 
the Execution of MalefaftorSi was fhut out 
Uls as a polluted Place ; whereas fince our 
fufFcring upon it, it has been fo reverenced 
:d to by all Chriftians, that it has drawn 
X)und about it, and (lands now near the 
if Jerufalem ; and, on the contrary, a great 
le Hill of Sion is left without the WaUs^, 

oit;*s Account of the ** Amphitheatre, iriiofe Arimt 

Jerufaltm agrees ** indmeth to the Eaftward. 

hUiis of our Author. - ** We hare no where, that I 

: which (land round ** know of, aay diftant View of 

rufaUm^ fays the ** it. That from the Moant of 

lake it appear to be ** Olhtn^ which it the bel^ and 

as it wcxe« in an ^' perhaps the Arth^ is not- 
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\h fhort, the only thing that render?; Jerufalcm confi- 
Herable at prefent, is the Rffort of Pilgrims thither; 
and the accommochting them with Neceflaries feems 
to be the principal Biifinels of the Inhabitants. It is 
the Seat of a Turkijb Sangiack, whofe chief Care is 
to coUeft the Grand Signior's Tribute, to fee good 
Orders obfcrved, and to proteft the Pilgrims, and 
Fathers who rcfide here, from the Infults of the 
JtAbs, 

■ On Good-Friday^ in the Latin Style, the French Con- 
fill was obliged to go into the Church of the hdly Se- 
pulchre, to attend the religious Solemnity of that Sea- 
fon ; and we made no Scrapie to accompany him, 
though it was not yet Eafter according to our Com- 
putation. The Doors of the Church are guarded zt 
fhefe Tirt^es by Turkijb Officers and Soldiers, whd 
watch that none enter who have not paid an appointee! 
Caphar, which is more or lefs according to the Coun- 
try or Charafter of the Perfons who want to be ad- 
mitted. Whoever has once paid this Duty may gar 
in and out gratis during the whole Feaft at puofick 
Times, when it is ufual tor the Doors to be open; but 
if they would have them opcn'd at any time on pur- 
pofe, the fame Expence muft be repeated. 

"But before we enter this facred rabrick, let us take 
a View of its Out-fide. The Church of the holy Se- 
pulchre, which the Pilgrims chiefly vifit, ftands upon 



"^ withflanding at fo fmall a 
*** Diftance, diarwhen our Sa- 
''. viour was there, he xriight be 
" Cud, ahnoft in a literal Senfe, 
". 4q ha^ 'oiipt over it. Inhere 
** .are very few Remains of the 
** City, either as it was in our 
" Saviour's Time, or as it was 
* * . after vwds rebuih by Hadriuni 
**^/€4trc€ oHi Stofin being left up9n 
'* 4imtJber, ^tjMch haw nJ heim 
" throvjn down. Even Hie ve- 



" ry Situation is alterM : For 
" Mount SiMf 'the moft enii* 
" nent Part of the old Jtn^^ 
" leniy is now excluded, and 
*< its Ditches fiUM izp; vrtiiift 
'* the Places adjoining to Mount 
*' Calvaty^ where Ubrift is faid 
*' to have fuffirei t^itJ^mi /^ 
" Gate, are now alsioft in the 
*' Centre of the Cfty.** Shaw^9 
fray thy p. 334. 

Mount 



? ^ 



V. 
\ 



IT . 



\k % )^ 



fti 



>•.! 







',-?'?*- j 






! 






O: 

pulcl 

fon ; 

thou| 

puta! 

thefc 

watcl 

Capl: 

try c 

mitte 

in an 

Tim< 

if th^ 

pofc, 

Bu 

a Vic 

pulch 

*' WltP 

*^ Dift 
*•. viou 
" faid. 
". to hi 
" arc 
" City 
" S^vi 
*' aftei 
'\fc4iri 
" 4anU 



Je 





I\ 



X^wfiT) Charles Thompson, -E/^; 127 

Mount Calvary^ and is about a hundred Paces long, 
and fixty wide. To prepare this Hill for laying the 
Foundation of the Church, the Workmen were oblig'd 
to reduce it to a plain Area, which was done by cut- 
ting away fcvcral Parts of the Rock, and elevating 
others: Rit particular Care was taken, they tell you, 
that none ot thofe Parts of the Hill ftiould be dimi- 
nifh'd, or fufFer any Alteration, which were more im- 
mediately concerned in our Saviour's Pafllon ; and thcre^ 
fore that Part of Calvary where he is faid to have been 
faftfcn'd to the Cfols, and lifted up, is left entire, be- 
irtg about twelve Yards fquare. This Spot of Ground 
is confiderably higher than the Floor of the Church, 
infomuch that there are one and twenty Stairs to go 
up to the Top of it; and the holy Sepulchre itfelf^ 
which at hrll was a Cave hewn in the Rock Under- 
ground^ may be now (aid to ftand above-ground, the 
Rock all round it having been cut away. At the Weft 
End of the Church is a fquare Tower or Steeple, the 
Top of which appears fomewhat broken and ruinous; 
but the Edifice in general is kept in good Repair, and, 
confidering what Part of the World we are in, iftay ' 
be dcem'd fumptuous and magnificent. 

All the Pilgrims having enter'd the Church on 
Good-Friday^ the Doors were lockM in the E^vening, 
and open'd no more till Sundirf Morning; during which 

, agreeable Confinement we had the Pleafure of feeing 
all the Ceremonies praftifcd by the Latins at this Fe- 
llival, and of vifiting the fcvcral holy Places in die 
Church, all which we had an Opportunity of furvey- 
ing deliberately and without Interruption. By holy * 
Places we are to underftand fuch as are look'd upon ' 
with more than ordinary Veneration, and are reckon'd 
peculiarly confccrated, by having fomc particular A- 
ctions done in them relating to the Suflferings, Death, 
Burial, and Refurrcftion of our BlelTed Saviour. Of 
thcfe there are above a Dozen within this Church, 
fome of which are as follows: i.The Place where 

Cbriii 
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Cbrift was derided by the Soldiers. 2. The Place 
iBC^here they divided his Garments. 3. The Priibn 
where he was fhut up whilft they digg'd a Hole tri 
fet the Foot of the Crofe in, and prepared every thing 
for his Crucifixion^ 4. The Spot where he was nailM 
to the Crofs. 5. Where the Crofs was erefted. 6. 
Where the tidier ftood who pierced his Side with a 
Speif. 7. Where his Body was anointed in ocder for. 
fiis Burial. 8. Where he was laid in the Sepulchre, 
q. Where the Angels appeared to the Women after 
nis Refurl-eftion. 10. The Place where he himfelf 
2uppear^d to Mary Magdalen \ and feVeral others. All 
cnis is fuppofed to have been tranfaded within the 
narrow Limits of this Church, and the facred Places 
are all diftinguifh'd and adom*d with fo many fevend 
Altors. 

In the Galleries fbund the Church, arid in foooc lit- 
tle Buildings on the Outfide adjoining to it, arc Apart* 
ments for the Reception of the Friars and Pilgrunsi 
and in thefe Places alnioft evety Chrifttan Narion for- 
merly mkihtainM a fmafll Society of Monks^ the Turki 
alligning each of them their particular Quarter. There 
were Latinsy Greeks^ SyriaHSi Armenians^ Gtorgumsi 
Maronites^ and feveral other Se£ts of Chriftians % but 
there are only three Sorts remaining at prefent, who 
conftantly refide here, namely^ L^iins^ Greeisi and 
Atmenians •, all the reft having forfaken their Apart- 
ments, not being able to bear the exccfTive Rents and 
Extortions impofed upon them by their Mahmetmi 
Landlords; and the Armenians are reduced to fuch a 
low Condition, and fo much in Debt to the ^urksi 
that it is probable they will foon be obliged to leave 
their Quarters. 

Besides thefe diftinft Apartments, each Fraternity 
has its refpeftive Alurs and Sanftuary for its own Ufe^ 
from which all other Nations are excluded. But what 
has ever been the great Source of Conienrion between 
the feveral Sedts of Chriftians in this Place, is tlie 

Commam) 
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Command and Appropriadon of die holy Sepulchre, 
tach claiming it as their Property, and being defirotid 
of having it in their own Pofleflilon. The Greeks and 
Latins particularly have difputed the Privilege of lay- 
ing MadGs in this Chapel with fo much Warmth, that 
idiey have come to Blows, and wounded each other at 
the very Entrance of the contefted Sepulchre*: But 
to put an End to thefe fcanddlous and unchriftian Quar^ 
jjels, the French King interpdfed by a Letter to the 
Grand Vizier about the Year 1685; and in 1600 an 
Order was obtained for putting the holy Sepulcnre in- 
to the Hands of the Latins^ who fince that Time have 
had the fole Privilege of (aying Mafs in it, and fo- 
temnizing any publick Office of Religion, thcnigh 
Chriftians of all Nadons are permitted to go into it td 
perform their private Devodon^. 

The conftant Employment of the Monks bfelonjg;- 
ing to the Church is to trim the Lamps, and to make 
devotional Vifits and Proceffions to the feveraj Altar!l 
■od facred Places. Thus they fpend many Years of 
dieir Life, and ibme of them, out of theif abundant 
Zeal, continue here to their dying Day, entertained 
and tranfported with the pleafing Cdiltemplations na- 
turally excited by this holy Manfion. The Latins in 
pardcular^ ten or twelve of whom conftantly refide 
in .the Church with their Prefident, make every Day 
a.iblemn Procefllon with Tapers, Crucifixes; and ilich 
like Apparatus^ to the feveral Sandtuaries, (inging at 

^ <' An Bvadenpe of this Fu- «' from the Haods of Infidels f 

^* ry. fkj% Mr. MmmdrdU the " Or, if they (hould be reao- 

•* Father-Guutlian of the Latin «• ver'd, what deplorable Con- 

*' Cdnvent (Hew'd us in a great '' tefts might be ejq)e£led to fbl« 

" Scar upon his Arm^ which he '' low about them? Seeing even 

*' told us wu the Mark of a «' in their prefent SMtr of Cap- 

'< Wound given him by a fturdjr « tivity, they are n^ade the Oc^ 

** GrtA Pneft in 6nfe of tJielc '* cafion of fu'-.i uf.cari ban 

•« uoholyWars. Whtf canex- «' Rage and Animofity.*' Jour- 

** peft (continuts he) ever to ktf from Aleppo, t^r. p. 70; 

'* fee thefe holy Pbcei reicutti ju 
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every one of them a Latin Hymn, fuitable to their 
refpeftive Subjefts; but at Eajier^ the Time when' 
Pilgrims ufually refort to Jerufalem^ their Duty is grea- 
ter, and their Ceremonies more numerous, than at any 
Other Seafon. As thefe Latins are more cxnd: and re- 
gular in the Difcharge of their Fun*5lions than the o- 
ther Monks refiding at JerufaUm^ and our Converfa- 
tion being chiefly amongft them, I fhall only delcribe 
their Manner of celebrating this Feftival, without ta- 
king notice oT the Ceremonies praftifcd by the other 
Chriftians on the fame Occafion. 

On Good Friday Night, callM by the Fryars Vox 
ttnebrofa or the dark Nighty the Solemnity begins, 
which has fomething in it fo extraordinary as to dc- 
ferve a particular Defcription. In the Evening, as 
fbon as it grew dulkilh, all the Monks and Pilgrims 
aflembled in the Chapel of the Apparition^ (a fnull. 
Oratory, fo caird as being the fuppofed Place ^here 
O&rj^ appeared to Mary Magdalen after hisRefurreAion) 
in order to walk round the Church in Proccfliion. Pre- 
vious to this, however, one of the Latin Fathers 
preached a Sermon, during which the Candles were all 
put out, to yield the more lively Reprefentation of 
what we were then commemorating. Sermon being 
ended, which laded about half an Hour, every one 
hid a large lighted Taper put into his Hand, and aU^ 
neceflary Preparations were made for beginning the 
Frocefllon. Among the Crucifixes there was one of a 
large Size, to which the Image of our Lord, as big 
a^ the Life, was faften'd with great Nails, having a 
Crown of Thorns on its Head> and being fmear'd 
with Blood, in fuch a nwnner that it very well repre- 
fented the tragical Speftacie of our Lord's Body hang- 
ing on the Crofs. This Fi^re was carried at the 
Head of the Proceffion, the Company following, and 
finging different Hymns at the appointed Places. 

The firft Place they ftoppM at was a little Cell not 
br from the Door of the Chapel of the Apparition^ 

wherein 
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wherein is kept the Pillar of Flagellation; and having 
lung an Hymn proper to the Cruelty here commemo- 
rated, another Fryar gave us a Sermon in Spanijb re- 
lating to the Scourging of our Saviour. Xfxis Pillar, 
or rather the Piece of it here prefcrv*d, is near a Yard 
in Height, and is fecair'd by an Iron Grate, fo that 
no body can touch it, though it may be viewed di- 
ftinftly. 

From hence we went, two and two, to the QiapcJ 
of the Prifofiy where they fay our Lord" was fecur'd 
whilft things were getting ready for his Crucifixion, 
This is a little dark Place, to which we defcend by 
three Steps ; and belongs to the Greeks^ who keep a 
Lamp there continually burning. Here another Hymn 
was lung, and a third Fryar preach'd in Italian. 

Our next Vifit was to the Chapel of the Divifion 
7f Cl^iJPs Garments^ which belongs to the Armeni* 
f»f ; and here a Hymn was alfo fung, but we had 
10 Sermon. 

Having done here, the ProcefTion advanced to the 
Chapel of Deri/ton^ whL^rein is an AJtar fupported by 
?vo Pillars, and underneath it is a Piece of greyi(h 
Marble, on which they fay the Soldiers placed ouf 
Savour when they crowned him with Thorns, and 
mock'd him, faying, Hail, King of the Jews \ from 
thich Mockery the Chape: 1 takes it Name. Here 
wc had another Hymn, and a fourth Sermon. 

From this Place they went up to Calvary by the 
Stairs already mention*d leaving their Shoes at the 
Bottom ; and being come to the Altar where our Lon! 
is fiippofed to have been nail'd to the Crofs, they kid 
fown the great Crucifix on the Floor, and feem'd 
I'uficd in nailing the Body to the Crofs \ and, after 
jc Hymn, another Fryar preach'd a Sermon upon the 
-nicifixion. This Chapel is covered all over with 
l^ofaick Work ; and in the Middle of the Pavement 
hw are fome Marble Stones of fcveral Colours, de- 
i'i'd (o (hew the very Place where <?ur LordV Blood 

I % few 
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fell, when his Hands and Feet were pierced. It be- 
longs to the LatinSj and has two Altars, before wKidi 
are fixteen Lamps, and a Candleftick with twelve 
Branches, 

From hence they removed into an adjoinmg Cha- 
pel, ieparated from the former only by a Curtain, aC 
the Eaft End of which is the very Place where our 
Saviour fuffered. Here the Rock rifes half a Yard 
higher than the Floor, in form of an Altar, ten Foor 
long, and fix or (even broad ; and is cover'd with white 
Marble. In the Middle of this Altar is a round Hok^ 
about feven Inches in Diameter, cut two Feet deep in 
the natural Rock, which is l^id to be the veiy iame 
individual one, wherein the Foot of our Lord^ Oofi 
was fix'd. It is now plated with Silver, and the Fil-' 
grims thruft their Arms into it, kifs and proftnto 
themfelves upon it, and apply their Beads and Crud« 
fixes to it, whereby they acquire, as is apprdiendedt 
an uncommon Sanctity. On the right Side of the 
Place where our Saviour's Crofs flood, is that 
of the penite;it Thief fthat was crucified widi him^ 
and on the left Hand that of the wicked Thief, which 
are reprefented by two Crofles fix*d on little Marfrie 
Pedelmls. Between the Place of our Loni's Crofi^ 
and that of the impenitent Thief, is a remarkable 
Cleft in the Rock, wnich in all Prob^ility was made^ 
as it b faid to have been, by the Earthquake that hap*- 
pen*d when the Son of God fuffer'd*. That this it 
a natural and genuine Breach, and not counterfeited 
by Art, every one who fees it muft needs be oonvin- 
ced i for the Sides of it anfwer exadUy to each other» 
even where they are inaccelTibk to the Toob of a 
Workman. 

But to proceed with our Devodon : In the Hole 
jdx)ve-mendon*d they placed the ^eat Crucifix with 
the bloody Imagpupon it» and leaving it in that ctt& 

^ 2i£i^. xxviL p, S4. 

Pofturo 
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PoCture they fiing a Hymn ; after which^ the Guar- 
lian of the Convent entertained us with a Piiflion Sa> 
mon. When this was ended, two Friars, perfonadng 
ffffipb of Arimatbea and NicodenmSy approached the 
Grois with great Solemnity, and all imaginable Con- 
cern in their Looks, and drawing the Nails they took 
town the bloody Image, which was fo contrived, that 
tic limbs were Bexible, as if it been a real Body ; 
ind it is no fmall Surprize to Strangers, to iee the two 
Fathers bend down the Arms, which were extended 
iqxM the Crofs, and difpofe them in fuch a Manner as 
it uiual in laying out a Corpfe. 

The Body being receivM in a laige Winding-Sheet 

was carried down from Caharj^ the whole Company 

attending it to the Stone of UnHionj whjch is taken to 

be die very Place where our Lord's Body was anoin* 

ted, and prepared with Myrrh and Aloes for the Bu«- 

rial*. It is about feven Foot long, and two Foot 

broad, adom'd all round with a chequer'd Border of 

Uttle wMte and red Marble Stones; and, to prevent 

its* being trod upon, it is inclofed with Iron Rails. 

Here they laid down the imaginary Corpfe, and having 

drawn Perfumes and Spices upon it, uiey wrappM it 

in the Winding-Sheet, ung^lg a Hymn fuitable to the 

Ogcafion; after which one of the Fathers preached a 

Fbqenl Sermon. The Obfequies being thus EnilhM, 

Ae i^;ned Body was depofited in the Sepulchre, and 

At Door was fhut ; and the whole Cbmpany, being 

Jfttty well tired widi this long Ceremony, laid down 

^ Reft ; for which Purpofe we had taken care to bring 

Rliars and Carpets along with us, and fo flept very 

comfortably in a Gallery belonging to the Latin Fa- 

then. 

, The next Morning nothing pafsM worth mention- 
wgi which gave ip an Opportunity of viewing fevc- 
^ Things about this Church not yet deicribed. Not 

1 3 ^^ 
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far from the Stone of UnSliony towards the Eaft^ there 
\s a little Chapel ; and near the Entrance on the Right 
Hand (lands the Sepulchre of Godfrey of Bouillom 
which has a ridged Roof over it, fupported by four 
Stone Pillars ; and on the Marble is engraved the fol- 
lowing Epitaph in Gothic Charafters : 

Hie jacet inditus Godefridus de Huglion^ qui f^iam 
iftam terram acquifivit cultui cZriJiiemo, ■ Cuju$ 
anima rtquiefcat in pace. Amen^ 

That is 

' Here lies the rcnown'd Godfrey of Bouillon^ who 
cftablilh'd the Worfhip of Cfjrijl all over this 
I«ind. May his Soul reft in Peace, jimen. 

.On the left Hand is the Tomb of his Brother Bali- 

yjin^ of mucii the fame Form, and bearing the fol- 

Jowing Infcrlption: 

Rex Baldev}ini4S^ Judas alter Macbab^us^ 
Spes patriae y vigor ecclefid'^ virtus utriufque ; 
^em formidaianty cut dona tributa fcrebant^ 
Cedar y 6f JEgypti Dan, ac homicida Damafcus \ 

Proh dolor 1 in modiro clauditur hoc tumula. 
In Englijb to this EfFea : 
Like Judas* zealous f()r his Country*s.Laws,- 
Baldwin, great Champion in the Chrillian Caiifei 
Whom Ctdarf, Egypt, and Dama/cus^ Land,. 
DreacJcd, and frrv'd with tributary Haaid ; • : 
Pale Death (the bell, the mighiicft Monarch'i 

Doom,) 
Has here laid humble in a fcanty Tomh. 

• This h meant of yudas Hiftory in the firft Bock of tfat 

^la'-ch^tis^ one of the Sons of Maccabees. 
MmtathiaSf who was inadc Gc- f l^SLitofArahia, (6 csdViirom 

Ticral of the /"iti after his Fa- Kr'f.'»r (Gtn. xxv. 13.) and hi^ 

ther, and gain\l nw^y iignal Children the Ce^!rem^ Defteii'— 

Victories, but wa« at liJhlain in dantsfrom /flfmael^ ivhr inhiHtM 

Bailie, bcin<5 batly deic-.tcd by cd Arabia Pttrxa^ 
^rvaiPan 0* his Aray. St:c\.\s 
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These were the two firft Chriftian Kings of Jeru- 
falem \ and as we go out of this Chapel, we fee four 
fine Marble Monuments on the right Hand againft h^ 
Wall, where the Children of Baldwin are interrM ; 
but the Infcriptions upon them are not legible. 

Towards the Eaft End of the Church, between 
the Chapel of thtDivifion of Cbrijl^s Garments and that 
of the Derijion^ there is a Door, from whence we de- 
fcend by thirty Stone Steps to the Chapel of St. He- 
lenay which is fpacioas, and has a Dome over it, fup- 

farted by four great Pillars of white Marble. Thefc 
illars, being always kept moift, and fometimes Drops 
falling from them, by the Dampnefs of the Place, the 
more fuperftitious Chriftians hereabouts pretend that 
they weep for the Death and Sufferings of our Savi- 
our. In this Chapel are two Altars, one of which is 
very large, all of Marble, and has eighteen Lamps 
burning l^fore it ; and on the right Hand, near thi^ 
great AJtar, is a Marble-Chair, of an antique Form, 
wherein the pious Emprefs is faid to have fat, while 
they were fearching for our Lord*s Croft below. 

From hence we defcend, by eleven Steps cut in the 
Rock of Mount Calvary^ into the Chapel of the In- 
veniioH of the Orofs^ an obfcure Vault, where they fay 
cor Saviour's Crofs was firll difcover'd. This Place, 
they tell us, was formerly a Ditch at the Foot of CaU 
vary^ callM by the Prophet Jeremiah the Valley cf dead 
Bodies^ i and that here the Jezvs threw the Crofs on 
which the Son of God fuffer'd, and covered it with 
Filth and Rubbifli. Here it lay buried till the Time 
of Helena the Mother of Co^ijiantine^ who having had 
the Place pointed out to her by a certain Jrro^ caufed 
Workmen to dig to a great Depth, who at laft found 
three Croffes-, but being at a lofs how to diftinguifh 
the Crofs of Cbrifi from thofc of the two Malefadiors, 
it is faid the Doubt was removed by a Miracle ; for 

• JVr^. xxxi. 40. 

I 4 ,^C.vV 
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a fick Women having touch'd both the Crofles of the 
Criminals without receiving the ]eaft Benefit, was im- 
mediately cured of her Difeafe by touching the real 
trofs of our Saviour. The Jta^^ who had been the 
Inftrument of this Difcovery, and was an Eyerwitnels o 
the Miracle, hiecame a Convert to Chriftianity, and 
was afterwards Bilhop of Jerufafm, his Name being 
changed from Judas to ^iriacus. We are told h( 
fuflfer'd Martyrdoni in the Reign of Julian the Apo- 
ftate, and was canonized after his Deaths but horn 
much Truth there is in all this fine Story, I leave a 
the Judgment of the Reader, This is certain, tht 
the third of Mxy, the Day on which the Iifoeniiim % 
ibe Crofs i? fuppofed to have happened, is an ancien 
Feftival, and ftill continues to be obfervM by th< 
Church of Rome in memory of that Difcovery. 

The Choir of this Church is pretty much like tholi 
of oiir Cathedrals. At the Weft End it opens to 
wards the Door of the holy Sepulchre, and to th( 
£aft it terminates in a Semicircle, in which Part fiand 
their high Altar, richly gilt, and hung round wid 
the Piftures of feveral Saints, painted full-&ced aftc 
the Manner of the dreeksj to whom the Choir be 
longs. This is feparated from the reft of the Churcl 
by a Wall, and has only three Copr^, one over-againi 
that of the Sepulchre, and one oji each Side toward 
the High Altar. It is furrounded with large Pilhn 
which fupport a Dome of Free-ftqne over it, clofc a 
Top, and rough-caft on the Out-fide. Towards th 
Weft End of the Choir, at an equal Diftancc firpc 
each Side of it, is a lirtlc Hole m the I^avcmeni 
which the Eaftern Chriftians call the Navel or Middl 
of tfie World, and really believe it to be fo, ground 
ing their Opinion on a wrong Interpretation of an Ea 
prcflion in Scripture, of G^^i working Salvatitm i 
the midft of the Ecrtb\ 

♦ Pfalmlmy. iz. 

Th 



fjand^ Charles Thompson, i^; 1^7 

The Nave or Body of the Church of the holy Str 
pulchre is round, and has two circular Galleries one 
3bove another, fupported by large fquare Pillars, for? 
inerly faced with white Marble; but many of thena 
have been robb*d of that Ornament. Between the 
Top of {he upper Range of Pillars and the Extremity 
of the upright Wall, are fever^f Mofaic Piftures in 
concave Niches, reprefenting divers Prophets, Apo^ 
ftles, and faints ; and amongil them, on the South 
Side of the Temple, is the Effigies of the Empeior 
Omftantiney and oppofue to it that of his Mother Hi* 
fcMj the Foundress of this venerable Fabrick. This 
Part of the Church is covered with another Dome, 
fuftain*d with Rafters of Cedar, having an Opening 
' at Top, like that of the Pantheon at Romej throu^ 
which it receives all the Light it has, and which is 
full as much as is neceflary. Exadly underneath this 
Opening is the holy Sepulchre; which, though once 
jinder-groupd, as before obferv'd, is now hewn intQ 
t))e Form of a Chapel, and ftands confidefably above 
the Pavement of tne Church. Before we enter thi$ 
facred Place, we pafs over a little Elevation, raifed 4- 
Ixnit a Foot higher than the Floor, on each of which 
Acre is a Seat or Bank of white Marble. From hence 
we pais into the Chapel of the Angela becaufe there 
diey fay the Angel fat upon the Stone, and told the 
Women that our Lord was rifenf; but this Stone, 
which was long prefervM here, was convey'd fome 
Yean; ago, it feems, to the Chapel of St. Saviour be- 
longing to the Armenians. Out of this Place we creep 
Into (he Chapel of the holy Sepulchre, the Door of 
which is three Foot high and two Foot wide ; and 
the whole Grotto, if I may fo call it, is about eight 
toQt ^uare^ and as much in Height, all cut out of 
die folia kock, but lined for the moft part with wliite 
Marble. On the Right Hand , as we enter, which all do 

-f Miftb. scviii. I -«» 6. 
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biirefooted out of Regard to ilie Sanftity of the Place, 
is the Tomb where cur Lord was laid. It is alfo faced 
with Marble, and raifcd in form of nn AJtar almoft 
three Foot from the Floor; extending the whole 
Length and half the Breadth of this little Chapel, to 
that there is not Room for more than three Pei-fbns 
to kneel there without being very much crowded. 
There are three Moles cut through the Roof of this 
Place, to gi^'c Vent to the Smoak of the Lamps that 
are kept continually burning; and juft over thefe Holes 
is eredled a fmall Cupola covered with Lead, fuppor- 
ted by fix double Corinthian Columns, which loolc like 
Porphyry. When it rains, the Water falls through 
the Opening in the Dome of the Church upon this 
Cupola, from whence Provifion has been made to 
carry it off. The Chapel is furrounded on the Out- 
fide by ten beautiful Pillars of white Marble, adjoin- 
ing to the Wall, and fuftaining a Cornice. The Lamps 
that arc always burning within make the Place immo- 
derately hot; however, the L^/Zzj Pricfts endure it fo 
as to fay Mafs at the Altar, which, as I obfcrv*d be* 
fore, is at p'eicnt their peculiar Privilege. 

In the Afrcrnoop. the Congregation aflfembled fa 
the Area before t!)e holy Sepulchre, where the Friars 
Ipent feveral Hours In finging the Lamentaliofis of Je- 
remiahy and afterward made the ufgal Proceffion round 
the Church, with which the Ceremony of this Day 
was concluded. 

Thb holy Sepulchre was frt open very early on 
Fsajler-Sundayy and t!ie Fathers put on a Face of Joy, 
41s if it had been the very Time of our Lord's Rcfurr 
reftion. Mafs was celebrated in the Morning juft be- 
fore die Sepulchre, where the Father-Guardian had a 
Throne eredled, and being cloathcd in epifcopal Robcs^ 
with a Mitre on his Head, he gave the Hoft to ali 
Chriftians that were dil'iX)fcd to receive it, feveral 
^Ttirks ftanding by as Speftators. This being over^ 
9 pretty large Company, of which we made a Part, 

went 
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went out of the Church, and dined at the Lafin Con- 
vent. 

After this Refrelhment, we fpent the Remainder 
of the Day in viewing feme of the remarkable Places 
within the City, accompanied by one of the Latin Fa- 
thers. We were condufted to fen: the Palace of Pi^ 
iatCy or rather the Place where it ftood, for its Roon> 
is now taken up by an ordinary Dwclling-houfe. It 
. Is not far from St. Stepbenh Gate, which is on the Eaft 
Side of the City ; and from the Terrace of this Houfe 
we have a diRinci View of the Area where anciently 
ftooci the T.unous Temple of Solomon, Indeed the on- 
ly good Sight we can get of it is from hence -, for the 
Xurks having inclofed it, and built a Mofque there, a 
Chriftian is nrtt permitted to go within its Borders, 
withoiit'foriViting his Life, unlefs he has a Mind to 
tavc it by renouncing his Religion. To level fuch a 
fpacious Area as it appears to be, upon fuch a ftrong 
rocky Mountain, mull have coft increj.ibic labour, 
but perhaps no Place in the World is fitter for an au- 
gull'Building. It lies on the Top of Mount Mcriabf 
ovcr-againft the Mount of Olives^ the two Mounts be^ 
ing feparated by the Valley of Jehofapbat. The Tur^- 
kijb Mofque that is built in tlie Middle of it is of an 
pftogonal Figure, fuppofcd to (land upon the fame 
Ground that was formerly taken up by the Holy of 
Bolies \ and though it is n^nther a large nor elegant 
Ptruciure, it makes a grand Appearance merely by the 
Advantage of its Situation. On the South Side ef 
the Area is another Mofque, formerly the Church of 
jhc Purification cf the Bleffed Virgin. 

From this pretended Palace of Pilate^ which is 
now the Refidence of the Sangiack, begins what the 
Chriftians call the dolorous fVay^ that is, the Way that 
our Lord was led from hence to Mount Calvary^ the 
Place of his Crucifixion, which is about a Milediftant. 
As we come out of the Houfe there is a Defcent, 
where W45 anciently what they call the Scala SanHa^ 
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ftr Hcfy Siairsy which they fay were carried to Rome 
by Conftantine or his Mother Helena. They obtained, 
the Name from our Saviour's having gone up and 
down them feveral Times, and particularly when he 
was condufted to the Place of his Paflion. Not far 
firom hence we pafsM under an old Arch that croflcs 
the Street, on the Eaft Side of which there are two 
Windows, feparated only by a little Marble Pillar, 
where Pilate is faid to have prefented Cbrift to the 
People, faying. Behold the Man. About a hundred 
Paces farther we are (hewn the Ruins of a Church, 
built on the Place where they tell you the Bleffed Vir- 
^ fell into a Swoon, when (he faw our Lord bearing 
his Crofs and ufed defpitefully. Fifty or fixty Yards 
from hence is the Place where they met with Simon 
the Cyremany and compell-d him to bear our Saviour's 
Crofs, after he had fallen down feveral Times under 
the heavy Burden. Turning a little on the \ti% H^nd, 
we are fhewn the Place where our Saviour faid to the 
Women, It^eep not for me^ but for ycurjehes and for 
jfiitr Children ; and overagainft it, they fay, flood tha 
Houfe of the rich Glutton. Soon after this we came 
to the Houie of Vercnicay who feeing our Sa\nour's 
Face fmeared with Sweat and Blood, made way 
through the Crowd, and wiped it with a white Hand- 
kerchief, on which our Lord, in teftimony of his 
Thamkfulnefe for that charitable Office, left the Re- 
Ibtnblance of his Face miraculoufly (lamp'd ; which 
tliey lay is (till (hewn at St. Peter^s in Rome on cer* 
tein Feftivals. At fome Diftance from this Hou(e 
we pafs'd by the Gate of Judgmenty through which 
Malefadors were anciently led to the Place of Execu- 
tion, and which ftood in the Weftem Wall of old Je-* 
rufatemy but is now conliderably within the City. 
From hence we afcend the Eaft Side of Mount Cat^ 
varjy which needs no farther Defcription. 

On Eafier-Monday the Mofolemy or Governor of 
f he City, fct out with a Body of four hundi^ed Horfii 

3Ln4 
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and Foot, according to annual Cuftom, toconiroythe 
Pilgrims towards the River Jordan ; for in thii ftut 
of the Hofy Land the Jrats are fo powerful and in* 
Iblent, that there is no travelling without fuch a Gd^td« 
For this Protedion each Frank Pilgrim pays twelve 
Dollars, except the Ecclefiafticks, who pay but fix ; 
and finding ourfelves obliged to pay this Sum whether 
5Pre took the Journey or (bid in the City, we refolv*d 
to make a Part of the Company, We were in all a* 
bout two thoufand five hundred Pilgrims, of every 
Age, Sex, and Nadon; fome on Afles, Ibdie on 
Mules, and others on Horfeback. Going out at 
St. Slepba^s Gate, and having crols'd the Valley of 
Jebofi^at and Part of Mount Olivet ^ we came in half 
an Hour to Betbattjf^ which is at prefent but a fmall 
Village. As foon as we enter it, we fee an old Ruidf 
which they call Lazarus'% Caftle, fuppofed to have 
been his Dwelling-houle ; and at the Bottom of a lit- 
tle l>elceAt they ftiew his Sepulchre, wherein he laid 
when our Saviour raifed him from the Dead. This 
Place is held in great Veneration by the Turks^ who 
u(e it as an Oratory, and demand a fnudl Caphar of 
the Chriftians for being admitted to fee it. Nor fiu- * 
fiom hesce we pafs'd by the fuppofed Habitation of 
Mary Magdalen ; and then, defcending a fteep HiU» 
we came to a Well caird the Fountain of the ApoftUs^ 
becaufe here, according to Tradirion, they ufed to 
drink and rcfrefti themfelves in their Pallage between 
Jerufalem and Jericho. 

From hence we travelled through an intricate Way 
among Hills and Valleys of a very barren Afped, tut 
difcovering however fufficient Si^s of the Indtiftry of 
the ancient Hufbandmen. After fome Hours ridirg 
we came to a mountainous Defart, in which. It is faid, 
our Saviour was tempted by the Devil. Lxx)kftig 
down into a deep Valley, we fpied the Ruins of fome 
fmall Cells and Cottages, formerly inhabited by Hei^ 
loitS) who indeed could not have chofen a more com- 
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fortleft and defolate Place, or more fit for the Purpofes 
of Penance and Mortification. But to make us ibme • 
Amends, the Topsof thefe abandoned Hills afforded 
us a delightful Profpeft of the Mountains of jlrabia^ 
the Dead Sea^ and the Plain of Jericho ; into which 
laft we delcended after. about fix Hours March from 
Jerujakm. 

Turning up the Plain on the Left: Hand, and 
keeping that Cpurfe for near an Hour, we came to the 
Foot o^ an exceeding high Mountain call'd ^arau" 
ianiay whither, they tell us, the Devil took our Blefled 
Lord when he fliewed him the Kingdoms and Glories 
of the World *. The Afcent is not only difficult but 
dangerous ; and yet there is a Chapel on the Top of 
it, and another about half way up ; befides fcvcral 
Caves or Holes in the Side of the Mountain, former^ 
ly the Refidence of Hermits, and ftill reforted to by 
iome Zealots, who keep their Lent there, in imitation 
of the forty Days failing of our Saviour. Abundance 
of jirah likewife fhelter themfelves in thefe Caves, 
who have Fire-Arms, and generally oppofe the PaA 
lage of the Pilgrims up the Mountain, unlefs they 
purchafe Leave by paying their exorbitant Demands. 

Leaving this Mountain, and having pafs'd by the 
Ruins of an Aqueduft and a Convent, we came to the 
Fountain of Elijhay fo callM on account of its being 
miraculoufly purged of its brackifh Tafte by that Pro- 
phet +. Its Waters are received in a large Bafon, 
from whence they iflue, and, dividing themfelves in- 
to feveral Streams, are difperfed over the Plain from 
thence to Jericho^ and render it extremely fertile, A 
Mile diftant from hence (lands Jericho^ once a famous 
City, but now a mean Village inhabited by Arabs^ 
confiding of thirty or forty Houfes -, near which the 
Governor of Jerufalem-, with his Forces and the whole 
Company of Pilgrims, pitched their Tents, Not far 

, • I^'Iatth, iv. 8. f 2 King: ii. 19, 

from 
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from our Camp, they IhcwM us an old Iqiiare Stone- 
Building, which they t©ld us was tJic Houfe of Zac* 
cbeus. 

JERICHO was a wealthy City, in the Tribe of 
Btfgamin^ the firft which Jojhua took from the Cj- 
naanitn^ the Walls of it falling down on the Shouts of 
the Ifraelites^ the Sound of fcven Ram's-homs, and 
the Circumveftion of the Ark of the Covenant -, and 
no Soul in it was fpared, except the Harlot Rabab 
and her Family, who had been inftrumcntal in faving 
the Spies that had been fent by Jojhua into the City ; 
which was now burnt to the Ground, and a Curfe 

rinounccd againft the Man that fhould rebuild it f* 
the Days of Ababy however, above five hundred" 
ind fifty Years after, it was rebuilt by Hiel the Betbe- 
HtCj who had the Curfc iriflifted upon him accoixiing 
to Jojhuct% Prediftion j. But we muft not under- 
ftand this in the ftriftcft- Senfe, as if there had 
been no fuch City as Jericho from JoJJma to Uicly 
for in EglorC^ Time we read of the City of Pahh- 
/rrwl!, which is the fame ; and oi Jericho m David's 
Days, who orderM his Ambafladors to Hay there till 
their Beards were grown again, which had been cut off 
by Hantcn King of Jmmon*. We may fiippofe, how- 
ever, that it was inconfiderable till its Reftoration by 
H/>/, after which it grew famous on many Account.^' 
and was ennobled by the Schools of the Prophets. In 
the Time of the fecond Temple this City yielded to 
none in all Judea^ except Jerufalem ; for it had a royal 
Palace in it, where Herod the Great ended his Days ; 
an Hippodromusj where the Jewijb Nobility were fluiC 
up, on purpofc to be flain after his Death j and an 
Amphitheatre, where his Will was publickly openM 
and read, with other (lately Buildings ; but at prefent 

\^tJo/hua, ch.vi. through- with Jofiua vi. 26. 
«ut. II Jiulges in. 13. 

X 0»pafc I Kings xvi. 34, • 2 Sam. x. 4, 5. 
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we find fcarce any Tokens of its uncient Gnm^ 
deur. . 

We decamp'd very early on Tuefday Mornings ana 
proceeded direftly to the River Jordan. The Plaiii 
through which we pafsM was for the moft Part bar* 
ren, producing nothing but a Kind of Samphire, 3iid 
fiich-Uke marine Plants. In fcveral Places of the Roadi 
lH^here the Water had fettled, we obfervcd the Surface 
of the Ground to be whitiHi ; and upon Examination 
found it to be a thin Cruft of Salt, with which Mi* 
neral we concluded that the whole Valley is plentifully 
impregnated, efpecially as thefe faline Efflorefqenoes 
were at fome Leagues Diftance from the Dead 

WiTHik a Quarter of a Mild of the Jordan we (ai^ 
the Ruins of ^ Church and Convent dedicated to Sl 
%fof, in memory of his baptizing our Saviour; beina 
tounaed as near as poflible tO the Place where it is 
conjefhirM the Baptift had the Honour of performing 
that facred Ofiice. dn the farther Side of the Con- 
vent there runs a fmall IJefcent, fuppefed to be the 
firft or outermoft Bank ofjordanj to which the River 
formerly over-flow*d at certain Seafons of the Year^ 
j>ardcularly in the Month of Marcb^ and in the Time 
of Harveft. But perhaps thefe Innundations are quite 
<feafed, or are not fo frequent as anciently, fince we 
dilcover'd no Signs of any fuch thing when we were 
there, which was the Beginning of April. 

After, this little Defcent, we waJk upon a Level 
for about a Furlong, before we arrive at the prefent 
Bank of the Rivcr^ which is fo covered with Tama^ 
rifles. Willows^ and other Trees and Bufhes, that it 
requires fome Pains to make way through them, and 
coihe at a Sight of the Water. The Wood on the 
oppofite Side of the River feem'd to be thicker thari 
that on ours ; and both of them are faid to be a Covert^ 
as they were formerly, fdr LionS and other Beaifte of 

Prey ♦ J 
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P^ * ; but we neither iaw nor heard any of thofe 
terrible Creatures. 

The Friars having performed their Service pre- 
icribed for this Place, cohfifting of Hymns, Prayers, 
and fbme particular Ceremonies, many of the Com- 
pany ftripp'd and bathM themfelves in the River, 
whilfl others cut down Branches of the Trees that 
grew on the Banks, fome cut their Names in the Bark, 
rome wafhM their Linnen in the River, fome filPd 
Bottles with its Water, and in fhort every one did 
Ibmething or other to preferve the Memory of his 
having vifited this celebrated Stream. For my part, 
I contented myfelf with a View of the River, without 
going into it-, for it is very deep, and fb rapid that 
there is no fwimming againfl it, befides that tne Wa- 
ter is thick and turbid, the natural Confequence of 
ifs Rapidity. As to the Breadth of the Jordan^ it 
fell fliort of our Expeftations, not being above twen- 
ty-five Yards over, (though fo near its Influx into the 
l}ead Sea) according to the niceft Computation we 
could make« 

The y^dan is not only rcndcrM famous by the fre- 
quent Notice that is taken of it in the Holy Scriptures, 
by the Miracles of which it has been the Scene, and 
cfpecially by the Baptifm of our Blefled Saviour; but 
is in all Refpe£ts by far the mod conHderable Stream 
of this Country, being fometimes called the River by 
iR^ay of Eminence. The true Source or Head of the 
Jordan is now agreed to be the little Lake caird 
J^hiaia^ near the Mountains of Anti-Libanus. Jofe^ 
pbus indeed makes mention of a lejfer Jordan^ whofe 
fountain he places about Panion^ while he derives the 
other, or greater Jordan^ from Mount Libanus. Hdw- 
cver, he is not to be underftood here as meaning two 

* Thefe Beafb being driven fion to that Allufion, 7er. xlix. 

^ut of their Covert by the Over- 1 9. and 1. 44. He fiall come up 

3<>ivtng;s of the River, as Mr. Uh a Um from tbt SwtlUng if 

^^mndrcll obferves, gave occa- Jordan. 

- Yo L. III. N« XXXVIII. K d«v^Q^ 
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diftind Rivers, but as dividing the fame into two Parts, 
which he denominates differently, and perhaps impro- 
perly, according to their Diftance from the orimnal 
Spring. To have a juft Idea of the Courfe ofthis 
Kiver, we muft attend to the iame Hiftorian, who 
tells IK, that taking the Rife from Pbiala^ it runs un- 
der-ground for the Space of a hundred and twenty 
Furlongs, or fifteen Miles; and, breaking forth at 
Ponton^ it makes its Way through the Samacboniti 
^Lake; from whence proceeding about fifteen Miles 
farther, it flows through the Sea of Tiberias^ and then 
holds its Courfe through a vafl and horrid Defart, till 
it lofcs itfelf in the Dead Sea^ or Lacus,AJpbaltitai 
thus extending itfelf, including the lall-mention*d Sea 
or Lake, fix>m the Northern to the Southern Boun- 
dary of the Land of Promife. 

After the Pil^ims had all performed what they 
were led to by Curiofity or Devotion, we were fum- 
mon'd by the Mofolem from the Banks of the Jmrdn 
into the Middle of the Plain, where he halted ; and, 
having placed himfelf under his Tent, he caufed the 
whole (^)mpany to pafs before him, one by one, that 
he might talce an exaft Account of us, and lofe no- 
thing of his Caphar. Our Turn being pretty ibor 
over, feveral of us had a great Delire to go and viei 
the Dead Sea^ whilft the reft of the Pilgrims were mi 
fter'd, which we perceived would take up as mix 
Time as would be necefTary for our Purpole. But 
this Excurfion could not be attempted without t 
Leave of the Mofolem^ we fent to deflre his PermifC 
and a Guard to attend us ; both which he grant 
though not without fome Difficulty, and we imi 
diately profecuted our Defign. 

When we came within two Miles of the Sea, 
found the Ground very uneven, being full of : 
Hills and Cavities; but we were at a Lofs to ace 
for the Manner of their Formadon, iinkfs they 
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l)een occafionM by fuiphureous Eruptions*. Upon the 
Shore of the Sea or Lake we found abundance of fmalt 
black Pebbles, which are ibon fet on fire by being 
heW in the Flame of a Candle, and yield a Smoak in* 
tolerably (linking and oflfenfive -, but they have this 
renuu-kable Property, that they only lofe of their 
Weight by burning, their Bulk fuffering no Diminu- 
tion. Thefe Stones are capable of being poiiih'd to 
as great a Luflre as black Marble, and arc faid to be 
found plentifully, and of a confiderable Size, in the 
neighbouring Mountains. 

The Water of the Dead Sea is very clear, but is ex- 
tremely fait, and withal bitter and naufeous; fo that I 
do not at all wonder at the prevailing Tradition, that 



• This feemstobetheOpi. 
okm of Dr. Sltaw^ from whom 

1 fliaU tranfcribe the whole Pbf- 
fiig^ relating to this Piece of Na- 
tanl Hifteiy. ** IwasinfbrmM, 
'' iays he, that the Bitumen^ 
^ for which this Lake [Ajphai^ 
** tites, or the DuU Sea^ hath 
** been alwajrs remarkable, is 
*• raifed, at certain Times, 
** from the Bottom in largeHe- 
^ mi^heres; which, as foon 
** as they touch the Sur&ce, and 
" ib are aded upon by the ex- 
'' temal Air, burft at once, 
" with a great Smoke and 
** Noife, like the Puhisfulmi- 
** MNv of the Chymi(b, anddif- 
'* perfe thdnfelves round about 
«' in a thoufand Pieces. But 
*' this happens only near the 
^ Shore ; for in greater Depths 
** the Eruptions are fuppoied to 
** dtfcover themfelvet only in 
*' fuch Columns of Smoke, as 
*^ are now and then obferved to 
*' arife from the Lake. And 

2 perhap to fuch Eniptions as 



thefe we may attribute that 
Variety of Pits and Hollows 
which are found in the Neighf- 
bourhood of this Lake, and 
compared veiy juftly 1^ Mr. 
Mmmdrtll to thofe Places in 
EngLnd where there havo 
been formerly Lim^-Kilni. 
The BititwuMf in all proba- 
biUty, is accorapaniea fitmi 
the Bottom with Sulphur, ih* 
afrauch us both of them are 
found promii'cuoufly upon thm 
Wa(h of tixe Shore. The 
latter is exa£Uy the fame with 
common native Sulphur ; the 
former is friable, heavier thad 
Water, yiekling, upon Fri* 
^tiou or by beins fet on iie, 
a foetid Smell. Neither doth 
it appear to be, as Di^fcoridet 
defcribeth his AJfbaltus^ c€ 
apurpliih Colour, but is at 
bhck as Jet, and exaAly cf 
the (ame fhining Appea* 
ranee.** Sbaw'i Trove//, 
374* 37S- 
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no Fi(h, or other Animals, can live in it; thoi^h the 
Truth of this has been caird in queftion, on account 
of fome Shells, like thofe of Oyfters, having been 
difcover*d upon the Shore. The Saltncfe of this Wa- 
ter likcwifc makes it very ftrong, from whence it has 
been falfly reported, that it buoys Men up to the Top 
when they wade into it as high as their Navels ; but 
it is undoubtedly true, that a Perfon may fwim in it with 
a great deal of Eafe, his Body being fupported by the 
Strength of the Salt in an extraordinary Manner. As 
to the other Tradition, that Birds attempting to fly 
over . this Sea drop down dead, being killM by its 
noxious Vapours, we had ocular Demonftration of its 
Falfity. The Bitumen, which is gathered hereabouts, 
is exadly like Pitch, and hardly to be diftinguifli*d from 
it, but that it fmells and taftes like Sulphur. 

This Lake Afpbaltites^ called alfo the Bead S^ 
and the Salt Sea^ is fuppofed to have been formed by 
the Submerfion of the Vale of Siddtmj where once, 
as is generally concluded, flood the five Cities of So- 
dom^ Gomorrah^ Admab^ Zeboiim^ and Beta'*. On this- 
account it has been reprefented as a prodigious and 
cverlafting Monument of the juft Judgment of God, 
to deter Mankind from committing thofe Sins which, 
brought upon Sodomy Gomorraby and other Cities, the^ 
Number whereof is uncertain, fuch a terrible and to-- 
tal Deftruftion. How this fine Valley was turned in- 
to a lifelefs di&grccabic Lake, we may form fome No- 
tion to ourfelves, by confidering, that the Soil of it. 
was much of the fame Nature with that about the City 
of Babylon^ abounding with Bitumen and other com- 
buftible Subftances ; and that // was well watered every 
where before the Lord defirofd Sodom and Gomorrah^ 
even as the Garden of the Lord^ like the Land of £- 
gypt-^. Now it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the 
Thunder and Lightning, which were undoubtedly con- 

• Gfn. xiv. 2. 8. f QflT.xiii. 10. 

cemed 
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Demed in the Overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah^ fall- 
ing in great Abundance upon feme Pits of Bitumen, 
the Veins of that combuftible Matter took fire imme- 
diately; and as the Fire penetrated into the lowermoft 
Bowels of that bituminous Country, thefe wicked Ci- 
ties were fubvcrted by a dreadful Earthquake, which 
was followed by a fubfiding of the Ground ; and that, 
as loon as the Earth was funk, it would unavoidably 
fall out, that the Waters, running to this Place in fo 
great Abundandb, and mixing v/ith the vafl Quantity 
of Bitumen, would form a Lake of what was a Val- 
ley before, and a Lake of fuch Qualities as it is at {)re- 
fcnc known to pofTefs. 

Which way focver we account for this wonderful 
Change, the Origin of the Dead Sea has been gene- 
rally dated from the Dcftrudbion of the Cities in the 
Vale of Siddim. But though it appears a Sort of Rafli- 
neis to call in queftion what has been fo univerfally ad- 
iranced and received among Chriflians, yet all this has 
been lately contradifted, not to fay confuted, by the 
ingenious Reland-^ whofe Arguments are chiefly found- 
ed on Scripture itfelf, though he finds no mean Au- 
thorities eliewhere to fupport him in his Opinion. To 
sneer into a Difcuffion of this Point, would be too te- 
iious, and inconfiftent with our Defign; I fhall there- 
fore leave it to be examined by thofe who have more 
Learning and Leifure, and who nuy think it of fuf- 
Ekient Importance to deferve their Attention, Let me 
add however, that none of our Company, who care- 
hilly furvey'd the Surfitce of this Lake as far as Sight 
could reach, difcover*d any Remains of thofe Cities 
which were made fuch dreadful Examples of the di- 
vine Vengeance : But to infer from hence, that there 
are no fuch Ruins under Water, or that the Cities in 
cpjcftion never flood upon the Ground that is now co- 
vered by the Lake, would argue the greateft Weak- 
neit imaginable. 
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It is mcntion'd by Jofepbus^ as a worideif 
cumftance, that the Dead Sea changes its Colou 
times a Day ; which fome Travellers have pre 
to confirm : Biit this Variety, if there be aoy 
in the Report, is unqueftionably owing to \ 
Caufes, and may be accounted for, with the F: 
a little Opticks, by confiBering the Nature of 
tuation, and the Soil of the adjacent Country, 
the Jpples of Sodomy or infernal jlpples^ ma 
both by Jofephus and Tackus as growing on tfc 
ders of this Lake, dcfcribed to be extremely fi 
beautiful without, but all Soot and Aflies withi 
my part, I faw no Trees near the Lake, on whi( 
Fruit might be expefted to grow, and am apt 
lieve thefe Apples had never any Exiftence in J 
but were the Produce of fome fuperftitious or p 
Imaginadon. 

Lest the Reader fhould think that I det» 
too long upon the Shore of this melancholy L 
fhaM only add, that it is almofl fourfcore M 
Length, and eighteen or twenty in Breadth. ' 
South our Profpe£t was unbounded, but on tb 
and Weil the Lake is inclofed by exceeding 
Mountains. On the North it has the Plain of j 
on which Side it receives the Waters of the J 
and though thefc of themfelves are very connd 
befides feveral other Streams that fall into it fit 
Mountains, they occafion no fenfible Increale 
Lake, notwithftanding* it has no vifible Outk 
any known way of difcharging the condnual Si 
that are pour*d into it, unlefs by Evaporsttior 
this finglc Means perhaps will be found fuffici 
that Purpofe, without having Recourfe to abfi 
improbable Conjedburcs *. 

• Let us {«e Dr.^Artow'sScn- " River, except the Kl 

timcntson this Head. " The " have fccn cither in thu 

** Jm^m^ fays the Do^or, is " 01 Barbary: Howeve 

" By ht tht mod C0T\&dtiab\c ^^ i^x cQWYaiLc it to I 

^1 
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Returnino from the Dead Sea^ we came in an 
Houi's Time to an old Greek Convent, reduced al- 
moft to an Heap of Ruins; but Part of the Church is 
ftill remaining, with feveial Pieces of Painting that 
have received very little Injury, particularly one over 
the Altar, which is a Reprefentation of our Lord's 
Supper. In lefs than two Hours more we rejoin'd our 
Company, who were encamp'd upon the fame Ground 
wc had pofTefs'd the Night before; and here we re- 
pofed ourfelves a fecond time, not a little fadgued 
with our Day's Journey, the Sun having Ihone very 
warm, and the Plain of Jericho affording no manner 
of Shelter. 



«« tlitn thirty Yards broad, 
** tbougbthisisinagreatMea- 

,^ fare made op by the Depth, 
** which, even at the Brink, I 
" foondto be three. If then 
" we take this, duringthe whole 
<' Year, fer die mum Depth of 
«' the Scream, (which, lam to 
** obferve fiuther, runs abaat 
** two Miles anHour,) thcjor- 
** dam will eveij Day difcharge 
^' into the Diod Sea about 
^ 6,090/xx> Tons of Water. 
^ So grcttt a Quantity of Water 
" being daily received, without 
" any vifible Increafe in the 
«' ufiial Ltmiti of die DeadSga, 

• ** hath made fome conjedhure, 
" that it muft be abforbed by 
" die burning Sands; others, 
** that there are (bme fubterra- 
** neooi Cavities to receive it ; 
** or elfe thatthere ba Comma- 
*^ nicationbetwi^^itandthe^rr- 
^ hm€ Lake ; not coniidering 
^ that the Dgad Sea alone will 
^ kifeevery Day near oneThird 
** more in Vapour, than what 
y diis amounts to. For, pro- 



^ vided the Dead Sea (hould be, 
** according to the general Com- 
** pntation, feventy-two Miles 
'* long and eighteen broad; 
** then, by allowing, according 
** to Dr. HaHefs Obfcrvation , 
" 6914 Tons of Vapcrar for 
** every fquare Mile, there will 
" be drawn up every Dm above 
" 8,960,000 Tons. Nay fiir- 
** ther, as the Heat of the Sun 
** is of more A£tiyity here than 
*' in the MeditemmeoH Sea, 
*' exddng thereby a greater 
" Proportion of Vapour than 
** what hath been eftimated by 
" our Frofeflbr ; fo the Jor- 
** dam mxy, in fome meafure, 
** make up this Excels, by 
'< fwelling more at one Time 
** than another ; though, with- 
" out doubt, there are feveral 
" other Rivers, particulariy from 
'* the Mountains of Mtai, that 
" muft continually difcharge 
*' themfelves into the Dead 
" Sear SJIhpw'% Trawls f pag. 
373. 374- 
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About Jericbc there are feveral Gardens, and Plan- 
tations of Date-Trees*, which are water'd by little 
Streams flowing from the above- mentioned Fountain 
of Elifha\ but the mod remarkable Fruit of this Place 
is a Sort of green Plum, which the Arabs call Zac* 
cone. It grows upon a prickly Bufti with narrow 
; leaves, and refcmbles a fmall unripe Wallnut both in 
Shape and Colour. The Arabs pound the Kernels of 
this Fruit in a Mortar, and then put them into fcald- 
ing Water-, to the Top of which, after it has ftood 
fome Time, rifes an Oil, which they (kim oflF care- 
fully and prcferve in Bottles. This Oil they efteem 
as a very valuable Remedy, preferring it even to the 
Balm cf G'ileady either applied outwardly to green 
Wounds, or taken inwardW for Bruifcs. As for the 
Rofes of Jericboy of which (o many wonderful Things 
are reported, the Seafon of the Year did not afford us 
a Sight of that Curiofity. They are faid to ^vc Eafe 
to Women at the Time of Delivery-, to blow only 
on Cbriftmas-Eve, according to fome ; or on all the 
Feftival-Days of the Blefled Virgin, according to o- 
thers ; with many other ridiculous Notions, now ge- 
nerally exploded-f . 

Scrrpture: And they are ffiU 
more cultivated about that City, 
than in any other ¥vt of the 
H§fyLamf; the Climate of 7#- 
richo being warm* the SoO m- 
dy and weQ-water'd, and every 
way fuitable to fuch Plantations. 
See Shawns Travilr, p. 37^,371. 
f nevenoi tells os thefeRoTet 
will not blow, except they are 
put into Water I but, in tlia& 
Cafe, they will blow in anjr 
Hour. He alfo fays that he hsm 
feen them in the Deiaiti abdaC 
Mount 5f>Mr; ib that they rtr^ 
not peculiar to the Plain of Je- 
richo, as fome have isiagifi^d. 



• It is very probable that the 
Holj Land 'formi^rly abounded 
with Palm or Date-Trees much 
more than it does at prefent; 
Judaa being reprefented on fe- 
veral Coins of Vefpafiani, by a 
difconfolate Woman fittiug un- 
der a PaJm-Trce. The fame 
Tree is made an Emblem of 
Nrapolis (now Njflofa) upon a 
Medal of Domitian\ and of 
Sefphorif^ (the prefent S ffwr) 
tne Metropolis ofGcIi/er, upon 
one of Trajan^ s. yericbo feems 
to have been particularly famous 
for thefe Trees, bcmg call'd 
the City cf Palm -Tries in Deut. 
xaadv, 3. and other Places of 
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On account of the Heat of the Weather, we dc- 
camp*d about Three in the Morning ; and, returning 
by tne lame Way we came, without any remarkable 
Occurrence, we arrived in feven Hours at Jerufalm. 
After we had dined at the Latin Convent, we walkM 
out through Damafcus Gate, in order to view fome 
Curiofides without the City, We were firft conduced 
to a large Grotto, faid to have been anciently the Re- 
fidence of Jerefniab ; and on the Left Side of it they 
JhewM us a Shdve into the Rock, about eight Foot 
irom the Ground, which they tell us was the Pro- 
phet's Bed i and not far from thence is the Cave where 
they (ay he wrote his Lamentations. This Place is at 
preient inhabited by a few Dervifes^ being held in 
great. Veneration by Turks and Jews^ as well as by 
Cbrijiians. 

From hence we were led to thofe famous Grottos 
caird the Sepulchres of the KingSj but of what Kings 
is uncertain ; for thofe of IJrael and Judab^ ^cording 
to the holy Scriptures, were buried in other Places; 
unlefs we may conjefture that thcfc are the Sepulchres 
of the Sons of Dowdy in one x)f which Hezckiah is 
iaid to have been interr'd*. But leaving this Uncer- 
tainty, the Whole fcems to have been an Undertaking 
,of fuch vaft Labour and Expence, that it may well be 
prefunged to have been the Work of Princes. Its En- 
trance, which is cut out of the natural Rock, faces 
the Eaft, and admits you into an open Court about 
forty Paces fquare, hollow'd out of the fame Rock, 
with which it is encompafs'd inftead of Walls; and 
on the South Side of the Court is a Portico, eight 
Yards long and four broad, hewn out of the Rock 
likcwife. This Portico has a kind of Architrave in 
Front, once adorn*d with Sculpture of Fruits and 
Flowers, but now defaced ; and at the End of it we 
defcend on the Left Hand towards the Sepukhres. The 

^ zCirtn.XXXXL. 33. 
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Paflfage into them being almofl: choak'd up with Rubn- 
bilh, we creep through it with fomc Difficulty ; but 
our Pains are rewarded with the Sight of a fine Roon^ 
feven or eight Yards fquare, which is cut out of the 
Rock like the former, with furprizing Exadnefs and 
Regularity. From this we pafs into fix Rooms more, 
one within another, all of the fame Workmanfhip 
with the firft; but the two innermoft are deeper than 
the reft, having a Defcent into them of fix or feven 
Steps. In the Sides of each of thefe Rooms, the firft 
excepted, are fcveral Niches, wherein the Dead were 
dcpofited in Coffins of Stone ; fome Remains of which 
arc ftill to be fecn, but not one of them entire. 

We made no great Stay in thefe damp and obfcutc 
Places; but I muft not forget to mention the Doors 
of the Chambers, which have puzzled and aflonifh'd 
the mod ingenious Travellers. There is bur one of 
them hanging at prefent, but this is fufficient to give 
us an Idea of the reft. It is a large Stone about fix 
Inches tjhick, and near the Size of an ordinary Door, 
carv'd in fuch a Manner as to refemble two Pannels of 
Wainfcot. The Stone is evidently of the fame Kind 
with the whole Rock ; and the Hinges, upon which 
it turns in the Naaire of Axles, are of the lame entire 
Piece of Stone with the Door, and are conimn'd in 
two Holes of the immoveable Rock, one at the Top, 
the other at the Bottom. Thefe Doors were general* 
ly thought to have been cut out of the Rock m the 
fame Place and Manner as they hung; but by confi- 
. ilering the Hinges of thofe that are thrown down, the 
uppermoft whereof arc twice as long as the lower onts, 
and examining nicely into that which is now hanging, 
we may rcafonably conclude, that thefe Doors, like 
6thers, were cut and fafhion'd before they were brought 
and fix'd in their intended Stations. After viewing 
thefe Sepulchres, we rcrir*d to the French Conful-s, 
where we fupp'd and took up our Quarters. 

The next Morning we let out for Bethlehem^ the 

Place 
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Place of our Blefled Saviour's Nativity, which ftands 
about fix Miles South from JerufaUm. Going out at 
Bethlehem Gate, and turning on the Left, we pais'd 
by the Foot of Mount Shn \ and a little to the Right 
Hand of our Road, we were (hewn the Pool of 
Bi^hjhebay as they call it, fupjpofed to be the fame 
wherein fhe was wafhing hcrlelf when Darjid fpied 
her from the Terrace of his Palace t» though others re- 
fer this Accident to another Pool in the Garden, juft 
within the Walls of the City. About two Miles from 
Jerufakm we came to a large Turpendne-Tree, fland- 
ing by the Side of the Road, under the Shade whcre- 
otthe BlefTed Virgin is faid to have rcfled herfelf, 
when fhe was carrying our Lord in her A rms to prefent 
him at the Temple. Nothing lefs than a Miracle, to 
be fure, can account for this Tree's continuing fiiefh and 
flourifhing for fuch a long SuccelHon of Ages; but 
fome fay the real Tree was fet on Fire long ago by 
the Jrabs^ which the Monks hearing of, ran thither 
in all hafle, and faved as miKh of it as they poflibly 
could, whereof they flill make Chaplets and little 
CrofTes. Above a Mile out of the Road, to the 
Weflward of this Place, they fhcw us an ancient 
Tower, which they fay was the Habitation of good 
old Simeon^ who took our Saviour in his Arms, and 
fung his Nunc dimittis* in the Temple. The next 
. Curiofity we meet with in our Way is a Well, where 
we are told the Star appeared to the Eaftem Magi^ 
at which they rejoiced exceedingly f. Half a Mile 
£irther flands a Greek Convent, built like a Caftle, 
and dedicated to the Prophet £/w, who they fay 
was born in that Place, and the Impreffion of whofe 
Body they pretend to fhew in a hard Stone, on which 
he ufed to take his Repofe. A little diftant from hence 

X z Sam. Xi. 2. Lidi ii. zg •«» 32. 

* Lordf nsFw leiteft thm thy '\ Mattb* ii^ 9, 10. 
StrvofU dtfart in Peace,. &c. 
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we fee a ruinous Building, which they call yacoV% 
Houfe^ as believing it ftands upon the very Spot where 
that Patriarch had his Habitation. Then oh our Left 
we are ihewn a Piece of Ground, where they pick up 
fmall round Stones exadtly refembling Peafc, concern- 
ing which they have a Tradition, that the Bleflfed 
^irgif^f g<>ing from Bethlehem to Jerufalem^ found a 
Man lowing Peafe, and begg'd a handful of him to 
relieve her Hunger; which the Rulbck refuHng to 
give her, and telling her they were nothing but Stones, 
his Words were immediately verified, all his Pcafe be- 
ing miraculoufly petrified in an Inftant : And the Re- 
mains of thefe (as they fondly imagine them to be) 
are gathered up and fold to the fuperftitious Pilgrims. 
After travelling another Mile, we are ihewn the 
Tomb of the beautiful Rachel^ and perhaps this may 
be the true Place of her Interment, but we fee no- 
thing of the Pillar which Jacob erefted upon her 
Grave*, the prefent fepulchral Monument being evi- 
dently of mcxlem Stru6hire. Not far from hence, a 
little on the Left Hand of the Road, b what thcjr 
call David's IVelly fuppofed to be the fame that he fo 
paflionately thirfted after +; but it is rather a Clftem 
than a Well, fupplied only with Rain, and otherwife 
of no particular Eftimation. From this Place we ar- 
rived at Bethlehem in a Quarter of an Hour, and were 
kindly rcceiv'd by the Guardian of the Fnmcifcan 
Convent. 

BETHLEHEM, anciently callM Epbrath or 
Ephratah a City of the Tribe of Judaby is now dwin- 
dled to a fmall Village, but ever memorable and rc- 
nown'd for bemg the Birth-place of the Saviour of the 
World. On this Account it is much rcforted to by 
Pilgrims; and the Inhabitants, who are chiefly Gr^^^j 
and Armenians, and who have their refpeftive Con- 
vents here as well as the Latins, get a tolerable Live- 

* GtH. XXXT. 19, 20. t 2 Sam, xxiii. i ;. 

UKood 
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lihood by the Sale of their Croflfes, Chaplets, Models 
of the facrcd Places, and fuch-Iike Merchandife. 

The Latin Convent is a fpacious, but not an ele- 
gant Building, confiding of feveral Courts, accommo- 
dated with Gardens, and furrounded by a ftrong Wall, 
at the North-Weft Corner whereof is an old ruin*d 
Tower, which has formerly fuffer'd much in defend- 
ing the Place. This Monauery, as well as thofe of the 
Greeks and jfrmeniansj is contiguous to a magnificent 
Church built by the Emprefs Helena over the fup- 
pofed Place of our Saviour's Nativity. We enter this 
Fabrick through a Portico fuftain'd by fucteen Pillars ^ 
and coming into the Nave or Body of the Church, 
we find its lofty Roof, which is of Cedar, fupported 
by four Rows of white Marble Pillars, ten in a Row, 
whereby five Ifles are form'd, the middlenK)ft being 
much wider than the reft. The Choir is very large, 
terminating in a Semicircle, where ftands the high 
Altar; and on each Hand of the Entrance into the 
Choir are twp other femicircular Divifions, with their 
refpeftive Alters. This Part of the Church is cover'd 
widi a noble Cupola, leaded on the Outfide, and a- 
dom*d within with Mofaic Figures. Near the great 
Altar are two little Marble Stair-cafes, one on each 
Side, having thirteen Steps apiece, by which we de- 
fcend into the Chapel of the Nativity. Here we find an 
Altar, under an arched Concave, with a Reprefcnta- 
tion of the Nativity, before which feveral Lamps are 
kept continually burning. In the Middle of the Pave- 
ment underneath the Altar, which is of excellent 
Marble, there is a Glory of Silver like the Sun, with 
this Infcription round it. Hie de Virgine Maria Jefus 
Cbriftus natus eft : that is. Here Jefus Cbrift was born 
of the Virgin Mary. From hence we go down by 
three Marble Steps into another little Chapel, where 
diey ftiew us the Manger in which our Lord was laid. 
It is ait out of the natural Rock, about two Foot 
high from the Floor, and is lin'd with white Marble; 
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in the Veins whereof they fancy they diicover the 
Figure of an old Man with a Menkes Hood on, which 
they will have to be the Reprefentation of St. Jerom^ 
miracuIouQy fix*d in the Stone, as a memorial of his 
Piety and AfFeftion for the facred Manger. But, it 
feems, this is only a counterfeit Manger which the 
good Fathers (hew us at Bethlehem^ the original wopd-i 
en one having been long fincc carried from thence to 
Romej where it is ftill prefcrv*d in the Church of St 
]^ry A4a^iore*j if we may believe the Accounts of 
the Chriftians in Eur&pe. 

From the Chapel of the Nativity we were con- 
ducted along a narrow Paflage into that of the Inm- 
cents who were flain by the barbarous Command of 
Herod. In the next place they fhew'd us the Sepul- 
chre of EufebiuSj and in a neighbouring Chapel that ' 
of St. Jerotn. A little farther, in the iame Chapel, 
is t{^e Tomb of St, Paula^ a Roman Lady, deicended 
from the ancient Families of the Gracchi and Comeliiy 
as appears from her Epitaph, She founded four Con- 
vents near this Church at Bethlebemj one of Monks, 
and three of Nuns ; herfelf being Abbeis of one of 
them for the Space of twenty Years. Some Veffi^ 
6f thefe Buildings are ftill to be difcern'd, and alio of 
ah Hofpital for HIgrims eredted by the iame pious 
Lady, the Ruins of which declare it to have been no 
mean Strufture. From St. Jeromes Chapel, we pais 
into an adjoining Grot or Cell, which they call liis 
Study, and where they tell us be fpent moft of his 
Time for fifty Years in tranflating the Bible. Re- 
turning into the above-mcntion*d Chapel of the Imto- 
centSy we were led up Stairs into the Chapel of St. 
Catbariniy which belongs to the Latins^ and bota 
thence to our Apartments in their Convent. 

We fpent the next Day in vifiting the moft re- 
markable Places in the Neighbdurhood of Betbkbem^ 

• Sec Vol. I. of thefc rrautls^ p. 146. 

but 
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but firft of all went to fee the Groilo of the Virgin^ 
which is within forty Yards of the Convent, and is 
held in great Veneration on account of a Tradition 
they have, that herein the Virgin Mary hid herfelf and 
her Divine Babe, to avoid the Fury of Herodj whilft 
Jofepb prepared all things neceffary for their Depar- 
ture into Egypt. The Grotto is round, cut out of a 
chalky Rock, and has an Altar in it, at which Mais 
is fometimes celebrated by the Latins. The Monks 
will not allow the Whitenefs of this Place to be natu- 
' ral, but affirm it was miraculoufly occafion'd by fome 
Drops of the Blefled Virgin's Milk, which fell from 
her Breaft as (he was fuckling the Infant Je/us. But 
this is not all ; for befides its Whitenefs, they tell you 
the Chalk hereby acquired a wonderful Virtue of in- 
creafmg Women*^ Milk, and of recovering it wh^ 
quite loft; and it is aAually pulveriz'd and taken for 
dm Purpofc by the Women hereabouts, Turks and 
jlrats as well as Cbriftians\ and, as they affirm, with 
very great Succcfsi*. Over this Grotto ftood one of 
the Nunneries built by the abovc-mention'd Pasda^ in 
which (he ended her Days; but nothing of it remains, 
except the Foundation. 

Having view*d this Grotto, we direfted our Courfc 
to thofe famous Fountains, Pools, and Gardens, faid 
to have been the Contrivance and Delight of Solomon^ 
which lie about four Miles South from Bethlehem. To 
thefe Works this great King is fuppofed to allude, 
when, among other Inftances of his Magnificence, he 
reckons his Vineyards, Gardens, and Pools of Water*. 
Thefe Pools are three in Number, one above ano* 

f Lt Brnjn tells us, that the adds, that hexnet with a Phyfi- 

Opniion of the Virtues of this cian at yenice iimple enough to 

Chdk piev;»ils fo generally, aik him fpr fome of it for a La - 

that Lumps of it arc carried to dy^ a Pkticnt of his, whio was 

Jirufaltm^ and there imprefled defective in her Milk, 
with the Seal of the City, in or- • EccUf. ii. 4, 5, 6. 
^ to ba feat into Ew^. He 
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thcr, and fo difpofed, that the Waters of the upper- 
moft defcend into the fccond, and thofc of the fccond 
into the third. They are of a quadrangular Figure, 
each of them about ninety Paces broad; but there is 
fome DiflFerence in their Length, that of the firft be- 
ing a hundred and fixty Paces, of the fecond two hun- 
dred, and of the third two hundred and twenty. They 
contain a great Quantity of Water, being very deep; 
and are lined all round with a Wall, (except where 
the natural Rock makes it ^^unneceflary) which is co« 
vcr^d with a durable Sort of Plaiften 

Near thefe Pools is a pretty Cattle of modem 
Stru6hire, and at a little Diftance we came to the 
Founuin from whence they principally derive thdr 
Waters. The good Friars, who have the Hiftoiy of 
all the remarkable Places in this Country at their Fin- 
gers Ends, pretend that this was the feaUd FowUaiti^ 
to which Solomon compares the holy Spoufe, when he 
fays, yi garden inclofed is my Jifter^ my Jpou/e ; airing 
Jbut upj a fountain fealed* : And, to countenance this 
Opinion, they have a Tradition that Solomon adually 
kept the Door of this Fountain fraled with his Signet, 
in order to preferve the Water for his own drinking. 
The Place,, indeed, is capable of being thus fecured ; 
for the Paflfage down to the Waters is a narrow Hole, 
through which we defcend with fome Difficulty into a 
vaulted Room or Cave, about twelve Yards in Length 
and feven in Breadth ; and adjoining to this is anomer 
Room fomewhat lefs, but of the fame Faftiion, the 
Roofs of both of them being fupportcd by Stone Ar- 
ches, which have the Appearance of great Antiquityt 
and iflay poflibly have been the Work of Solomon 
himfelf Here we difcover three different Springs, at 
which the Water rifes, and is convey'd into a fmall 
Rcfervoir, from whence it flows down to the Pools 
through a large fubtcrraneous PaiTage ; but before it 

* CofUicUs iy. 12. 

arrives 
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arrives there. Part of the Stream is received by iA 
Aquedu6b of Brick, and carried by itaahy Turning 
and Windings to Jtrufala/n. 

Below the Pook runs a narroW hicky Valley, fhut 
in on each Side with very hi^h Mountains, ^here the 
Friars have thought f^per to place the inclofed Gar^ 
dei^ nientionM in the atx)ve-cited Tekt of the Canti*^ . 
cks. 1 fliill not Ventttfe to affirm, that this Conjc- 
dure is abfolUtely hlk i but if it be true, it muft be 
acknowledged that Solomai difplay'd his Wealth more 
chart his Wifdatl, i*hen he niade fine Gardens in fiich 
focky Grbuhd, and fo little adaored io fuch a Deflgn. 
As to the Poob, they are probably the Contrivance of 
S§lmian^ being a Work not at all unworthy of that 
wife Prince, apd containing fuch a Store of excellent 
Spring- Water, as perhaps cannot be equalled in any 
other Part of PileJHne. 

In our Retlim towards BtthlebeHi^ Winding round td 
Ac Eaft, We #cr6 (hewn the Cave where David is 
faid to haVc cut off thfc Skirt of SauV^ Garment •; 
Fronl hfcrtce we ^nt to the Field where the Shep^ 
herds Were watching their Flocks, when the Anget 
brought them iiie joyful TidingI oip the Birth^of out 
Saviour t; on whkrh Very Place, as is fdppos'd, the 
Emprrfs Htlena built t Church, which is now in Ruins. 
Not hx from the Field is 1l little Vill^ where the 
Shepherds are f:tid td have dwelt; and in the Middle 
of it is a Well, whkrh they fay fwelfd miraculQuHy 
HfJ to the very Brini to fatiisfy thfe Thirft of the BIcl- 
fed Virgin, when the churiifh Peafahts refUfed 16 
draw her any Water. Flaving thus fpieilt the 'Morn- 
ing, we fetamM about tWelVe o'Qdck to the Cbn- 
i^ent. 

After Dinner we took a Walk to tfie Weftward 
df BesblOim, and having; pafs*d by the Well th.u 
Z>09ii thirfteid after, as already tnchtibn'd, wc came 

* I Sstilii xxir. }, 4^ f Lnh il* 8 — is. 
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to the Remains of an old Aquedudt, which an^ci^tly 
conveyM the Water from Solomtfn^s Pools to Jerufalem^ 
atid which is fuppofed, as it very w^ll oaay, to be the 
Work, of that great Monarch. It runs along the Sur- 
face of the Ground, and confifts of larae. Stones^ 4 
Sort of coarfe Marble, perforated and: kt into each 
other after the manner of Pipes; and, for their better 
Prefervation, cover'd over with a Cafe or Arch of 
imaller Stones, firmly cemented together iinrh a very 
ftrong Mortar. In Ihort, the Work feemsdefign'd CQ 
bave outlived even Time itfelf ; but it has been £q de* 
ftroy'd by the violent Hands of the Turks and jirabs^ 
that, though it formerly extended five or Sol Leagues^ 
there is orUy a Fragment of it here and there reauunr 
ing. 

The next Morning, having (atisfied the Guardian 
fbr the Trouble we had given niui, we cook leave of 
Bethlehem ^tvf early, dcfigning to vifit die Wildcr- 
nels and .Convent of St. Jdm Bapiifi^ and from thenoa 
to return to Jerufalem. We had not gone far from 
Bethlehem before we crofs'd Part of a Valley, where 
they tell you the Angel of the Lord flew in. one Night 
a hundred and eighty-five thouland of Semacberib^% 
Army^. In half an Hour from hence we came to 
Bootijbellay a Village fituated ujpon a little Hill, and 
inhabited folely by Chriftians, tht Turks not daring to 
dwell there, on account of a Report which is univer- 
&lly believed amongft them, that.no Mahomet^ can. 
live in it above eight or ten Days. Where Strength 
is wanting. Art muft be ufed ; and in this Inftance 
the Chriffians have out-witted the Turks^ who, wtsii 
enough to believe there may be Truth in (he Story 
they have fpread abroad, leave the Village to them 
without any Moleftation. 

Leaving this Village, we came in an Hour's rime 
to the Fountain Wh6re they tell us that Philip bap- 

tizcd 
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tized the Eibiofu^ Eunuch $ but two Reafons induce 
me to believe, t(iat this is not the Place whiere th^t 
Ceremony was pc^fonn'd, Firft, the Road is veiy 
fieep and aaggy, and fcarce paflable for a Nl^ oa 
Horieback-, apd appears to be much Icfs fo for a Cjiar 
riot, fuch a» the £^nuch rode in, or any Wheel-Qufr 
nage whatfoever. Secondly, the Spying is very Qa/^ 
low and inoonfiderable, icarce affording Water enough 
CO reach oiy's; Andes ^ and therefore cannot reafpmit 
bly be fu{^x>ied to be the Place where PbiUp and th( 
Eumub wenf hib into ibe W'atir^ according to thci 
Scripture-Acrqunt 0/ the Matter & unleis we rnaycon* 
jedture that the ^aptifm in queftion was performed ii) 
a Bafon or Refervoir at ibme Diftance bcbw thif 
Founuin, wherein the little Rill that flows froo^ it is 
at prefcnt receiy^. 

Not far fix>m this Spring is what they call the Vil- 
lage of St. Pbil^^ were we afcended a fteep Hill, and 
entered St. Jobn^s Wildcmefs, which we found to be 
a very rocky and mountainous Country, but neither 
ip barren nor unculdvated as the Namef had giveni 
us Reafon to expert. Having traveird an Hpur in 
^is Wildemeff, we came to th^ Fountain and Cave 
qf the JSdp/j^, where he is faid tQ have liy'd with 
g^at Auftcrity rill he entered upon his Miniftry. Near 
t^is Cave, w^ich is on the North Side of a rugged 
Mountain, grew feveral Trees, which the Friars call 
Locujt-^rees^ and' pretend that the Fruit of the<p was 
Art of St:JdM% Suftenanc?: But what the Locufts 
MIy were, on wluch the Spipcure .tslk us the holy 
B^ift fed, I leave to the Learned to detdMiae ||. 

• Aa* via. 38. uohs w;c>f lM!)||i$»:r<i^> than 

f A WiUeruffit unong the in other Hirt^fki toe Countfjr. 
7|pu;f» did not always to^fy a | These b'no Neceflicy for 

f]9<^ WhpOy void of Inhabitants i runnip| hiiU) Crjticifins about th^ 



btit a Place that was more Diet ol' the ^/^f/?, whether it. 
mouhtainous, leTs fruitful, lefs wasi Fowl, or Fifh, or ^lerbs,' 
peopled, and where the Habiu- of wHd Peafe, [for ^mt Woid 
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From this Cave vtt pro^ede^ tAwards the Co 
itfF St Jpbih pafeng along the Valfcy* of Elab^ ' 
IXmif (lew G0liab^ the Champion of the Phih 
who had proudly defied the Armies of IftaelX* 
fad likewiie in Sight a Village tell'd Modm^ o 
J&H^ memorable tor being me Buiying-place < 
MdccMheejI^y thofe valiant Defenders of their Co 
Before we came to the Convent, we tum'd a litt 
of the Road to a Place which they call the Hoi 
'Elifaieibj the Mother of the Bapt0\ where thei 
alfo a Monaftery formerly, and a Church built I 
Emprefs Helena^ both now in Ruins; nor d6 
fliew us any thing remarkable here, esccept a G 
Wherein they tell us the Blefled Virgin fahited 
hetby and pronounced her divine Maptificatf^ ' 
is therefore frequently fung in this Place by tli 
grims with great Devotion. 

Aboi'T half a MileTrom hence ftands the Cc 
of 8f. Jobn^ a modern Stru6hire, having been 
the latter End of the laft Century, upon the Ri 
a former Convent, and on the Place where the 
li^ is fuppofed to have been bom. It is a large: 
]^ilding, remarkably neat and uniform; but 
much exceeded by its Church, which is emii 



wUdf Ja our Tianfladon is ren- 
der'd L$cafts has been joade to 
^gniiyiUtheic) fince k ii ooto- 
nbosy^tkat Locufls, in the moft 
dbvions nd dbal Senfe of the 
Wbnd, weve -CretMres %i4ich 
Chft £#«Atef Liw look*! upon 
as d^ui, and dkMr*d dv Jews 
toeiR, (LtHni. A «a«) and that 
they'wcre a mmmmt Ftod, as 
the Andents affiria, in J^ca^ 
firfm, Syriu^ and P^Jtine it- 
fslf. Thk feens codfiim*d hj 
tie AocoootB of modem Au- 
thors, who tell us that in Ibme 
Acvf I^OGufls arc brou^t* to 
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beaudfuK This Church tronfifts of three Ifles, and 
has a handfome Cupola in the Middle, underneath 
which is a curious Mofidc Pavement, equal to any 
thing of that Kind performed by the Modems, and 
perhaps furpafling the Ancients themfelvcs. At the 
upper End of the North Ifle we dcfcend by fevcral 
Marble Steps to a funiptuous Altar, ere&ed over the 
very Spo( where they iay Elifaheib was delivered of 
the holy Bapiift. Confidering the Poverty of the Chri- 
ftians in thelc Parts, and the large Sums demanded of 
thf m by the Turks for Permiflion to build Fabricks of 
this nature, together with the'u- continiul Extortions 
afterwards, it is furprizing how the Friars have found 
Means to raife this elegant Strudure, which undoub- 
tedly has been a very expenfive Work, as they them- 
iclves take care to let Strangers know, in order to ex- 
cite then- CbmpaflTion and Liberality. 

In our Way from hence to Jerusalem we paid a 
Vifit to the Convent of the Holj Crofs^ belon^g to 
(he Greeks^ who treated us with great Civility. It is 
a (Irong 4nd yet neat Strufhire, and enjoys an agrecr 
able Sitiiation. The Church belonging to it is not 
without iu Besses, having a handfome Dome, and 
being adom*d, like th^^ of St. Jobn^ with a Maialc 
Pavement. But nothing relating to it is more remark- 
able than the Reafon of its Name and Foundarion ; 
which is, becaufe here is the very Hole to be feen, 
wherem flood die Root of the Tree that yielded the 
Timber to make the Crofs on which our Saviour dif- 
fered : And here the Pilgrims frequcndy proftrate theni- 
felves and kifs the Gpund, with all pofTible Fjcpreflions 
of Zeal and Devotion; a flagrant Inftance, among 
many others, of the Credulity and Superftition of thofe 
I)oor People, who thus expofe Chriftiaftity to the Pc- 
rifion of Infidels. From this Convent VQ rcturn*d ii\ 
about half an Hour to JerufiHem. 

We arrived juft foon enough to fee a Ceremony 
kept up by tlic Greeki And Armenians every Eajier- 

L3 
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£w, on which D^ they pretend that all the Lamps 
and Candles in thfe holy Sepulchre are lighted by a 
miraciiilous Flame from Heaven ; and the JPil^rims of 
thofe Nations, who are aiWays very numerous, my 
Money to their Prietts for being admitted to this So* 
lemnity. Some of the Latins alfo go thither out of 
Curiofity ; and the Turks themfelVefe tome in gttit 
Numbers, as People do to a PlayhOuft, for their A- 
milfement and Divcrfion. Fearing left we fhould h6 
too Jate, we did not ftay to take any Refreshment af- 
ter our Journey, but made dil poflible Hafte to thi 
Church of the ffofy Sepulchre^ which we foupd crowd- 
ed with a vaft and difltrafted Affemblv, infomuch that 
we had fome thfficulty to make our way to the Gal- 
lery belonging to the Latins ; where, however, w6 
got Places atlaft, and from thence had adiftinftView 
of alraoft every thing that pafsM on this Occafion. 

All the Lamps in the Church being pnevioufly ex- 
tinguifli'd, they began this franrick Ceremony about 
Twelve o'Clock, by running fwiftly round the holy 
Sepulchre, howling, roaring, and making a moft hi- 
deous Clamour, very improper for the Place they were 
in, and fitter for the Celebration of the Feafts of Bae- 
cbus than a Chriftiah Solemnity. Having thus work*d 
themfclves up to a Degree of Madnefs, they fell to 
afting the moft antick Tricks imaginable, dratoing 
fomc along the Floor, and carrying others uportmeir 
Shoulders round the Sepulchre. Sometimes they took 
Men with their Heels upwards, and pdlM them a- 
bout in that indecent Manner ; and then, letting them 
fall dcfignedly, burftout into Laughter ; whilft qthr^ 
fliew'd Poftures, and tumbled, as if they had befeh 
ipon a Mountebank's Stage. In a WonJ, nothing 
Crin be conceiv'd more wild and extravagant, than 
what was afttd in this religious Frenzy. 

T\i% Tumult continued from Twelve rill Three in 
the Afternoon, when a Greek ArchbiQiop, in a (plen- 
^H Patriarchal Habit, (as reprefcnting their Patriarch, 

who 
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who wal not at that Time in Jerufalem) advanced at 
the H^ of the Clergy of that Communion, and be- 
g^n a Proceflion round the holy Sepulchre, being im- 
mediately followed by tfie principal Bifhop of the Ar- 
wemans^ wearing a Mitre after the Latin Fafhion, and 
the other Bifhops and Priefts of that Nation ; and all 
this accompanied with the Pomp of Streamers, Stan- 
dards, Crucifixes, and embroidered Veftments. Ha- 
ving march'd in this Order three Times round the ho- 
ly Sepulchre, the Reprefentarive of the Patriarch and 
the chief Armenian Bifhbp entered into it, vsA fbiit 
the Door after them; all the Lamps and Candles 
within having been before extinguifh'd in the Prefr-nce 
of the Turks and other Witneffcs, to render the Fraud 
the lefs fufpe£led. As the Miracle drew nearer its Ac- 
complifhmcnt, the Shouts of the People were dou- 
bled i and every one prefs'd fo violently towards the 
Door of the Sepulchre, that the JanizarieSy who wesc 
appointed to guard it, could not keep them off with- 
out the greateft Difficulty. When the two Prelates 
had (laid about a Minute in the Sepulchre, they both 
came out with blazing Torches in their Hands ; at 
which Sight the Company grew quite ungovernable, 
and throng'd about tnem in fuch Numbers to light 
their refpeftivc Tapers at this holy Flame, that the 
Janizaries were obliged to lay about them on all hands 
with their Staves, knocking off the Caps of the Greeks^ 
and breaking their Heads, to prevent their crowding 
fo vehemently : But their Zeal made them infenfiblc 
of the Blows they received, every one being defirous 
of catching the iacred Fire as foon as ever it was 
brought out of the Sepulchre, the firft being eftccm'd 
the pureft, as coming immediately from Heaven. 

At length the Creek Archbifhop and the Armenian 
Prelate were pretty well freed from the Crowd, who 
difpersM thcmlclves about the Church as they got 
their'Tapcrs lighted ; and, fo many Hands being em* 
ploy*d, every Part of it was prefently illuminated. 

L- 4. VXwsL 
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But the Frenzy did not end here ; for many of tho 
Zealots applied the holy Fire, as it is call'd, to thrir 
Ff^ces, Arnis^ ^d ^fonns, upon a Suppofidon that 
it would not bum like an earthly Flame \ but one 
might eafily perceive, that the Experiment foon con- 
vinced theip of their Miftake. They now play'd fc- 
veral of their Pranks over ag^in, and foroe new ones 
as foolifh as any of the former ; one Man running 
full fpeed round the Sepulchre with a Prum fit his 
Qapk, whilft another followed him and be^t upon it, 
whole Plaice was inftantly fupplied by a third as foon 
as he was weary. In a fhqrt Time, however, the 
Noiie and Cqnfufion abated \ and we ob^rved Men 
and Wopicn, in (everal Parts of the Church, open- 
ing Urge Pieces of Linpen, maHing Croflesupon them 
Vitli their lighted Tapers, and miearing them with 
the melted Wax ; and this Cloth thpy prefcrye for 
Winding-Sheets for thcmfclves and their Friends, 
Jondly imagining that a Shroud, to which the Virtue 
of this heavenly Fire has been communicated, will be 
a certain Security againft the Flames of Hell itfelf. 

W£ have no Occafion (o pu^ude ourfelves in ac- 
counting fpr fhe Manner in whicl{'tt4s pretended Mi- 
racle is pprform'-d *, fince every body kpo^vs, that a 
Flint and Stee]^ or } little Pbofphrm^ vfould e^ily do 



* Mr. liaunircU afk^ow- 
ledges, that when he £iw this 
Cer9mony the Fire was'kmdlefl 
in the Sepulchre wkh great 
Quickneis 4uid Dejctenty ; hut 
fays, that the Behaviour of the 
Rabble in the Church very xDuch 
difcrcdited the Miracle. " ^hc 
'* I.aiins fcontinbei he) take a 
^ great dc&l of* Pains to cxpofe 
f' tliis Ceremony, a^ i^ mpft 
V /hapneful Impoilure, and a 
" Scandal to the Chri.^ian Rc- 
" ligLon ; perliaps out of Envy, 
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'* their PilgrimagetchieftyBpoft 
^\ this Motive I aud it i| the 
*• deplore Un)iappiDC& qf 
** their Priefts, that laving aft- 
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the Bufinefs. Befides, we are credibly inform'd^ 
that- many Years ago the Tttrks themfelves difcover'd 
die Cheat, and ^ould have punifli'd thofe who carried 
it on, but that the Patriarch reprefcnted to them, that 
he could not pofllbly pay them the Money required 
ct him, if they deprived him of the Profit of the hor 
ly Fire ( and flierefore the Chriftians were permitted 
to continue the Impofture. 

The next Day, (Jpril 14J being our own Ea^er* 
Smdayy we did not ftir abroad, but fpent the Morn- 
ing in our private Devotions, and dined with the 
Frencb Conful. After Dinner we drank ieveral Bot- 
tles of excellent Wine, the Produce of the Vineyards 
in the Neigh^urhood of Jtrufalem ; for I cannot but 
;KJcnowledg6, that though the Vine is not cultivated 
and improved as it might be in this Country, yet the 
fmall Ouantity.of Wine that is made about Jerufalm 
and Hebron is equal in Goodnels to any that we met 
with in the Levant. 

On Moniof Morning we walk'd out to fee fome 
more of the remarkable Places in and about the City, 
which we had not .yet vifited. The firft Place we 
came to was St. Pe/#r's Prifon, as they will have it to 
be, from which he was delivered by the Angel* ; and 
it is ftiil put to its primitive Ufe. About a Furlong 
from thence we were Ihcwn an old Church, which be- 
longs to the Greeks^ faid to have been built by the 
Emprefs Helena^ upon the Ground where anciently 
fibod the Houfe cf Zebedee\ who they tell you 
was a Filherpian, and ufed to bring Fifh from Joppa 
to Jerufalem. A little farther to the South 19 the 
Pture" whci-c^. they fay, ftood the Iron Gate that openM 
of its own Accord when the Angel was condufting 
Pftcr out of Prifon : And very near it we fee a fmaD 
Church belonging to the Syrians^ (aid to have bem 
built where the Houfe of Mark ftood, to which the 

♦ Aanai, 7.— 10. 
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Apollle went immccHaceljr after his miraculous Deli- 
verance. They boaft of having in this Giurch a Sy- 
riac Manufcript of the New Tefiammt about nine huu^^ 
dred Yean dd, and a little Stone Font made ufe of 
by the Apoftles themfelves. In the fame Street there 
is a Building, which, according to Tradirion, has 
been put to various Ufes ; being origiitally the Houfe 
of St. Thomas^ afterwards a Chriftiaa Church, and at 
prefent a Turkijb Mofque. 

Passing into the next Street we are fhewn thft 
Place where our Lord appeared after his Refurreftion 
to Mary Magdalen and the other Mary^ according to 
St. Matthew t, though the Friars have added a thini 
Mary to the Number. Tpming from hence to the 
Left we come to the Convent of the /rmcnhnsy 
who enjoy here a vefy large and pleafant Piece of 
Ground, their Houfe and Gardens taking up all that 
Part of Mount Sion that is at prefent within the Walls 
of the City. Their Church it bulk over the Place 
whete they fay St. James the Brother of John was be- 
headed by the Command of Herd*. In this Church 
are two very folendid Altars, adornM wiih rich Mitres, 
cnlbroider'd (Jopes, Croffes, Crowns, Chalices, and a 
vaft Number of other facrcd Utenfils both in Gold 
and Silver. Bat its greateft Ornament, in my Ofx- 
nion, is it& Pulpit, which is made of Tortoile^lhcH 
MXtSi MoiheR.of rearl, with a beautiful Canopy over it 
of the iame Smjfturc ; the whole fo crquiritely per- 
form*d, that the Workmanfliip far furpafles the Ma- 
terials. There is alfo a Chapel in this Church, where- 
in they Ihew us three great Stones, which are reckcxiM 
of extraordinary Value ; one of them being the Stone 
on which Mcfes broke the two Tables H, provoked at 
tlie Idolatry of the Ifraelites in worfhipping the gol- 
den Calf; another being brought from the Place of 

t* Matth, xxviii. I — i 10. II Ex9d, xxxii. 19. 

* our 
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bar Saviour's Baptifm, and the third from that of his 
Transfiguration. 

A LITTLE to the Wcftward of this Convent we 
tome to another fmall Church, likewife in the Hands 
of the ArmenianSj fuppoled to have been anciently the 
Houfe of the High-Prieft j^tnasj or at leaft to have 
beert built upon the fame Spot of Ground. Within 
the Church they (hew \A a Hole in the Wall^ made 
there to denote the Place where a certain Officer 
fWhom the Friars will have to be Malcbus) fmoteour 
Bleflisd Lord with the Palm of his Hand *. In the 
Court before the Church there is an Olive -Tree, to 
Which they tell us Cbrift waschain'd by Order of jIkz 
WJ, to prevent his making his Efcape. 

From hence we went out of the City by the Gate 
bf Sion^ near which (lands another little Chapel be- 
longing alfo to the Armenims^ faid to have been for- 
merly the Houfe of Caiapbas. Under the Altar of 
this Chapel they pretend to (hew us the very Stone 
diat Jofepb rolled to the Door of our Saviour's Scpi: - 
chre, which was a long Time kept in the Cburcb of 
the Sefmlcbre^ but was fome way or other convcy'd hi- 
ther by the Armenians. It is near fcven Foot Jong, 
diree Foot broad, and a Foot thick ; fo that Jofepb 
matt have been a pfetty (Irong Man, if we fuppofe 
hStti to have tumbled it along without any Afmance. 
To preferVe it the better, it is all cbvef'M over with 
Plaifter, except in a few Places, whicn are left bare 
to receive the devout KiflTes of the Pilgrims. Here is 
alfo ffaewn a fittle Cell, wherein they fay our Lord 
was imprifon'd for fome time, before he was carried 
from hence to Pilate ; and we faw an Orange-Tree, 
which they tell us grows upon die very Spot where 
St. Peter (ta«od to warm himfelf, when he thrice deni* 
edhisMafter. 

* * Jolmxvm, 22. 
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Not far from hence is a Mabemetdn Mofque, for* 
merly the Church of the Qenaculumj where they &f 
pur Saviour celebrated his laft Supper with his Apo- 
itlcs ; but the Turks will not allow the Infide of it to 
be feen by Chriftians. Hard by we fee the Riiins of 
a Houfe wherein the Blefled \^irgin is AippbfedL to 
Jtiave died -, and going down the Hill Eaftward j^Cf 
fhew us the Place where a Jtf$ would have taken away 
her Corpfe, as the. Apoftles were carrying it. to the 
Grave, but had his Hand wither'd for making the 
impious Attempt. Still lower down the Hill we come 
to a Grotto, to which St. PeUr is faid to have retired 
lifter he had denied his Lord, and there to have bitr 
terly lamented his (hanieful Inconftaiicy. 

We enter'd the City again at the DungrGate^ and 
keeping clofe by the Wall on our Left, we were con- 
duced into a Garden at the Foot of Mount Moriab^ 
and there (hewn feveral large Vaults, running under- 
ground for fifty or threefcore Yards. They form two 
Ifks, being arched at top, and fuftain*d by tall Pil* 
krs confiding ea<;h of one fingle Stone, two Yards itt 
Kameter. It is not eafy to determine for what Ufc 
they were originaHy defign'd, unlefe we may conjefturc 
from "JoJepbuSy that they were made to enlar^ the 
Area of the Temple, fomc fuch Work as this being 
fcemingly dcfcribed by thatHiftorian*. From hence 
"Wc returned to the Convent, where we fpent the Re- 
mainder of the Day in agreeable Conversation. 

The next Morning we made a fmall Excurfion out 
of the Gate of Bethlehem^ turning down on the Left 
Hand by the Caftle of the Vijam^ fo call'd becauie 
built by rhofe People when thq Chriftians were Ma- 
ilers of jcryfalem. Having pafs*d by Batbjbeba^% Fool, 
wliich ha.^ ,ccn already taken notice of, we entet'd 
the Valley of Ffnnom^ or\ the Weft Side whercpf is 
the Place ancir ntly called the PotUr*s Fieldj and aftcr- 

♦ Antif, Jud, Lib. XV. cap. ult. 

wards 
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wards Aceldama^ or the Field of Bloodfj becaufe it 
was purchas'd with the thirty Pieces of Silver, the 
Price of the innocent Blood of our Saviour; but at 
prefent it is call'd the bofy Fields on account of the 
Veneration it has obtained amongft Chriftians. It a 
a finall Piece of Ground, about thirty Yards in Lcftgth, 
and half as much in Breadth, and is now the Bury* 
ing- Place of the Jrmenians. One half of it is taken 
up by a fquare Fabrick, almoft twelve Yards high, 
on the Top of which arc five Openings, in the Form 
of Cupola's, large enough to let down a Corps Into 
it, the Fiefli whereof this Ground is laid to confume 
in the Space of eight and forty Hours; but for my 
part I give no Credit to the Report j, though attefted 
try moft of the Chriftians about JtrufaUm. The Earth 
hereaboiits^is of a chalky Subftaiice. 

DsscEi/DiNG a little from this Field, we come to 
an incrfcdte Cave hewn out of the Rock, confifting 
of feveral Rooms one within another, in which the 
ApoAles are faid to have conceal'd themfelves, when 
chey forfook their Mafter, on his being apprehended 
in the Garden*. This Cave was perhaps originally 
made for a Sepulchre, and might afterwards ferve for 
an Hermitage ; but, however that be, it is evident 
that this was anciently adom'd with Painting and 
Gilding, and fome pretend ftill to difcern the Pictures 
of feveral of the Apoftles. Not far from this Cave 
the Valley of Hinnom terminates, lofing itfelf in rhat 
of JehoJbapbat\ along which latter Valley runs the 
Brook Cedrcn^ though it does not dclerve the Name 

f Mafi. xxvii, 7, 8. and A^s JnUttyt^ that looking tlircu£)i 

i. 19. the Holes at top. he could lee 

X Mr. Sandjfs acknoA^Icdees many Bodies onder &i cial De- 

his Belief of thif Account, in- grees of Decay ; from which he 

duced thereto by tlie finall Di- conjefturcr, that thi<G*^:;/r does 

menfions of the Place, thereat not make fucii % qjicl: ]}fr^iacch 
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the Multitude of Bones that aie it, as is conur.oiijy repoited. 
piled about it: But lAx. Momh^ * AZczrixiv. jo. 
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of a Brook much above half the Year, being generally 
quite- dry in the Summer Seafbn. 

The firft thing that occurs in the Valley of yeb^- 
fiaphat is the Well of Nehemiab^ or rather a dry K^ 
feputed to be the fame Place from wliich that Re- 
ftorer of Ifrael recovered the Fire of the Altar, whlclir 
had there lain hid during the Time of the Babylonifi 
Captivity+. In the next Place we are (hewn a Tree, 
where they tell us the Prophet Ifaiab was fawa afunder 
^y order of ManajfcbX* And a little farther, on tho 
feme Side of the Valley, is the Pool of Siham^ whi- 
ther our Saviour fent the blind Man to wa(h, after he 
had anointed his Eyes with Earth and Spittle ||. A? 
bout a Furlong from hence is the Fountain -of the 
Blefled Virgin, fo callM for I know not vrbfit Tiadi^ 
t^ion ; the Water whereof is very good, but we muft 
defcend a great many Steps to come at it, the Spring 
lying deep in the Cavity of a Rock. Over-againft 
this Fountain, on the other Side of the Valley, is a 
Village caird Siloe^ where they tell us that Sahman 
kept his ftrange Wives; and above the Village i&wfaac 
they call the Mountain 'cf Offenci^ becaufe tbae.1^ 
Prince was prevailed upon by his Wives and Concu- 
bines, in his declining Years, to commit IdoJatry 
there, erecting Altars, and facrificing to the GgkIs of 
the MoabiUs^ jlmmoniUs^ and other Nations*. Not 



+ z Maccab. i. 19 — Z2. 

% The Story of I/^a//s Death 
V, that Manajjeh made an Idol 
which had four Faces, iind or- 
d9r*d it to be woiihippM ^ . and 
when this Prophet endeavour'd 
to diffiiade him from fuch an 
Idolatry, he orderM him to be 
tied between two Beams^ and. fo 
fawn afimder. Thi& was an 6ld 
Tradition among both ^rzvj and 
Arabi(tni\ and Sc. Faul^ in his 
EpiiUe to the {lebrtva, reckon • 



ing that of bemg finum afimdtr> 
among the Torments undmonc 
by the Prophets and Mutyrs of 
foregomg Times, he is general- 
ly tliQught to have rcfea^d here- 
to, efpecially becaafe we know 
of no other Inibmce to which he 
can refer. ?ridemt^\ Coneffi- 
Mr, Vol. I. p. 4Q. and JMfird^t 
Scripture O/r^ii^pgy^ p^O^i. 
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fix diftant from the fame Village, they fhcw us the 
Place where Judas hang*d himftlf after he had be- 
trayed our Saviour i and a little farther, on the lame 
Side of the Valley, we come to feveral Jfwijb Monu- 
ments, two whereof arc really noble Antiquities, which 
^y call the Sepulchre of Zacbary^ and the Pillar of 
AbfaUm. 

The Sepulchre of Zacbary^ fuppofed to be the fame 
whp was flain between die Temple and the Altar, is 
all. cut out of the natural Rock. It is of a quadran- 
gular Fotm3 about eighteen Foot high, and beautified 
Wtfh Doric Columns of the fame entire Stone, which 
fiipport the Comige; and above that the Roof rifesin 
^ -Shape of a pointed Diamond. Clofe to this is a 
Grotto,, whither they lay St. James retired before our 
Saviour's PaflTion, and continued there without eating 
or dnnking till after his Refurredtion. The Pillar of 
^fibm is fometlmes call'd his Tomb or Sepulchre \ and 
^uieed it feems improperly term'd a Pillar, of which 
ic bears no Rcfcmblance. However, he was not bu- 
riecji here; but it is imagin*d that he caufed this Mo- 
liument to be hewn out of the Rock (for fo it is) in 
his Life- time, to preferve the Memory of his Name^ 
after the Death of his Male Iffuef. The Work is 
lofty, of a fquare Form at Bottom, and adom'd with 
J)oric Pilafters on its Sides and Comers; but after run- 
ning up a little way in that Shape, it changes into a 
Round, ^d terminates in a Point, the Top of it be- 
ing almoft in faftiion of a Bell. A great many Stones 
lie near this Monument, and the Number daily in- 
creafes, being thrown at it by Turks and Jews^ as well 
as CbriftioHS^ whenever they pals that way, in De- 
tcftation of Jbfalom*% Rebellion againft his Father 
David. 

Close by the Pillar of Abfalom is the Sepufchre of 
Jcko/bapbat^ from whence the whole Valley takes ita^ 

f Qnnpare 2 Stun, xiv. 27. with xviii. 18. 
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Name. On the oppofita Side of the Valley, upon thtf 
Edge of the Hill, the Wall of the City runs along; 
from whence there is a Stump of a Pillar jutting out, 
upon which the Turks have a Ttadition that Mahomet 
fhall fit in Judgment at the laft D.iV, and that all 
Manldnd fliall be aflcmblcd in the Valley below, to 
receive from his Mouth their final Sentence. And not 
only the Turks^ but the Jews^ and even fome Cbriftians 
too, have fuppofed the Valley of Jebojhapbat to be the 
Place of the kit and general Judgment, from fom6 
miftaken Expreflions ot the Prophet Joel*. 

Keeping ftill in the Bottom of the Valley, we coiiW 
to the Sspttkbre vf the Blejfed Virgin^ made as we find 
it by the pious Mother ox CanftantiHe. That Part <rf 
It which is above-ground is a fquare Building, flat at 
Top; and on the South Side of it is a Door, ftoai 
whence we defcend by a fine Flight of Stairs, about- 
fifty in Number. Near the Miciale of the Deicent 
are two oppofite Chapels: In that on the Right Hand 
is the Sepulchre of Anna the Mother of the Bleflfed 
Virgin, and on the Left that of Jofepb her Hufbandv 
At the Bottom of thf fe Stains we come into a fpocious 
Church, ftretching Eaft and Weft, waird oh eachSidei 
and arched above with the natural Rock. About the 
Middle of the Church is a little Chapel foiit Yards 
fquare, covcr'd with white Marble both within arid 
without', and oppofite to the Door is the Virgin's 
Tomb, in form of an Altar, where they fey fhe was 
dccendy buried by the Apoftles. Eighteen Lamps 
are kept continually burning here^ partly at the Ghargf! 



• " The Notion is very ex- 
*« travagaht^ ((ays Mr. Stack- 
** ifoit/tj that when our Saviour 
" returns again he will judge 
" the World in thift Valley, 
^* merely becaufe the Prophet 
*' J9rl hath faid, (ch, ili. 2 j / 
•* wi// TOiher all Nations^ and 
'< HKill bring tbtminiotbtYallfj 



'' o/jcbofimphai, midnuUl plead 
" tuith tinm fir my pe§fli ; for 
«< what is there aOl'd the Fall^j 
*' of Jebojhatbai is not a pr§fel^ 
** but a/felLtivt Ntae» and 
'' denotes no more thu thd 
« Jud^ent of Godr Hijt§fy 
oftbeBibU, p. 708. 

of 
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[if tiie Chiiftians, and partly of the MabometoMs^ who 
hold this Place in great Veneration, and have a iittle 
Oratory on the South Side of it, to which they reibrt 
For their private Devotions. Each End of the Church 
is form'd like a Semicircle, in one of which ftands the 
|(reat Altar, the Light defcending upon it from a Cu- 
pola above, there being no other Entrance for it into 
Ms Church, except down the Stairs already mentioned. 
At the other End is a Well of very good Water, and 
behind that an Altar, formerly belonging to the yf^ 
}sfifes^ but now fcarce ever ufed. The Turks are 
y&fters of this Church, and make the Cbrijlians pay 
or their Admittance. 

Leaving this Place, and afcending the Hill to^ 
vards the Qty, we were (hewn a large flat Stone by 
he Side of the Road, on which they fay St. Stephen^ 
uflfer'd Martyrdom. At a little Diftance there is a 
jfotto, into which they tell us the Jews call his Body, 
;fter they had ladated their Fury upon him by ftoning 
dm to Death. They alfo Ihew us the Place where 
hey lay the Vii^in Mary ftood and beheld this cruel 
Tragedy, praying all the while to God to give the . 
loly Man ntience and Conftancy to undergo his Suf- " 
ninga. The Stones hereabouts are fome of them of 
reddifh Hue, which the credulous Pilgrims are made 
\ believe was occa(ion*d by their being ftain'd n^tH 
le Martyr's Blood. Mounting a little higher, we 
iter'd the City at St. Stepbetf% Gate, fo call'd from 
i Vicinity to die Place of hb Martyrdom, and from 
lence returned direftly to the iMin Convent. 
In the Morning we fet out again towards the iame 
ate; near which we were (hewn the Pool of Beibtfda^ 
ing clofe to the Area of Solomoff^ Temple. It is 
preient entirely void of Water, being nothins but 
Pit or Cavity about a hundred and twenty Paces k>ng» 
rty broad, and eight or nine in Depth. At the 
Teft End of it one may difcem fome old Arches, 
>w choak'd up, which fome will have to be the 
Vol. m. N^ XXXIX. M P«cb» 
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thgr^undf. This Grotto is fupported by four Pil- 
)ars, and receives its Light through an Opening in the 
Middle of its vaulted Roof. Li one Part of it there 
is a Painting, done by Order of the Emprefs Helena^ 
but now aJrnoft effaced, in memory of the Angel's 
appearing there to ftrengthen our Lord in the midft 
pf his Agorty J. — Having pretty well latisfied our Cu- 
riofity for the prefent, we crofs'd the Brook Qdron 
near the reputed Sepulchre of the Bleflfed Virgin, re- 
entered the City at St. Stephen^ Gate, and rctum'd a* 
gain to our Convent. 

The next Day an Itatfan Gentleman, of ^ good Fa- 
mily and Fortune, was created a Knight of the Hofy 
Sepukbre by the Father- Guardian of the Convent, the 
Pric6 of which Honour is about 'twenty Pounds Ster- 
ling. Mod Writers who mention this Order carry 
its Inftitution as far back as the Time of the Apoftle 
St. James^ Bifhop of Jerufa/emy or at leaft to that of 
Co)^antine the Great-, pretending that Godfrey of 
Bouillon and his Succeflbr Baldwin were only the Re- 



" even in fbck Cafes, where the 
*' CondkiuR and Circnmfiances 
** of the AftioFiS thcmfclves 
" feero to requiie PLccs of a- 
••nother Nnture. 7'hus if 
V you wouKi fee the Place 
" wht.rc St. jcfvw ti-as dcliver'd 
*' of the BiefTed Virgin, you 
•• are onried to a Grotto ; if 
** the n:.ce of the Annuncia- 
" ti'in, it is a]fo a Grotto : If 
*' the Place where the BK-ffed 
*• Virgin faluted Fii/ahfthi if 
•' that of the Bitftift^^^ or that 
•" of < '4r Bleflcd Saviour's Na- 
" ciFigr ; if thct of the Ago: v, 
" or that of St. Fetn"^ Repcft- 
** tance, or that wiiere the A- 
" poiU« made the Creed, or 
•• that of the Trrinsfigu ration, 
•• al) thcfe Places are alfo 



^* Grottoi : And, in a word, 
" whercA'cr you go, you find 
*< almoil every thing is repre- 
'^ fented as done under -ground. 
«' Certainly Grottos u-ere an- 
'* cicntly held in great Eftecm ; 
*' orelie they ooiiTd novcrhave 
" been aflsgn'd, in fpite of all 
" Probability, for the Places in 
" which were done fo mmnr 
" vanoiis Actions. Perhaps k 
" was the Hermits Way of li- 
" ving in Grotto* from rilC 
" fifth or fixth Century down^ 
" wards, that has broug])tthem 
" ever fince to be in fo greH 
" Reputation." Juarmy frm 
AJeppo, £?V. p. 114. 

+ Luke xxii. 44. 

X Icid, vcr. 43,. 
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brers thereof. But this Antiquity is chimerical; nor 
s it certain, that this Order was even founded fo early. 
]$ the Time of the two laft-mention'd Princes. We' 
mow there were no regular Canons in the Church of 
;he Holy Sepulchre till the Year 1 1 14; and it is more 
iian probable, the Knights were only inftituted ujpon 
Jie Ruins of the Canons four hundred Years after, 
uid that by Pope yllexander VI, to excite rich and no- 
jle Perfons to vifit the holy Places, by conferring up- 
)n them an honourable Title. Leo X. and Clemeni 
Vl\, granted to the Guardian of the Religious of St. 
Francis f in the Holy Landj the Power of making thefe 
Knights; which Power, firft granted {verbally, was 
afterwards conBrm'd by a Bull of Pope Pius the Fourth, 
In 1 558, the Knights of this Order in Flanders chofe 
Philip II, King of Spainy their Mafter; and afterwards 
hif Son, but the Grand Mafter of the Order of Maha 
prevailed on him to refign; and when the Duke of 
Nevers affumed that Quality in France^ the fame Grand 
Mafter, by his Intereft and Credit, procured a like 
Renunciation of him, and a Confirmation of the U* 
oion of this Order with that of Malta. — But to give 
an Account of the Ceremonies ufed on conferring this 
honourable Knighthood. 

The Guardian and moftof the Friars, with a great 
many Pilgrims,(in which Number we include ourfelves) 
attended the I/alian to the Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre, where M^^was celebrated on this Occafion 1 
After which die Candidate for Knighthood had the 
ufual Oath adminifter^d to him, which is to the fol- 
lowing EfFeft. The Knights fwear to be prcfcnt at 
Mais every Day, if they have an Opportunity -, to 
ferve in Perlbn in the Holy Land^ whenever War is 
commenced againft the Infidels, or to fend others in 
fiheir ftead; to oppofe the Per(ccutors and Enemies of 
the Church; to avoid unjuft Wars, difhoneft Gain, 
and private Duels; to endeavour to reconcile Diflen- 
fionS) to advance the common Good, and particularly 

M 4 ^^ 
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to defend the Widow and the OiiDhan; to refrain from 
Swearing, Perjury, Blafphemy, Rapine, Ufury, Sacri- 
lege, Murder, and Drunkenncfs-, to live chaftly, to 
ihun the Company of imfamous Perfons^ and both in 
their Words and AAions, through the whole Cburle 
of their Lives, to (hew themfelves worthy of the 
Honour to which they are advanced. The Italian ha- 
ving taken this Oath, the Guardian cauled him to 
Icneeldown before the Entrance of the Sepulchre-, and, 
laying his Hand upon his Head, exhorted him to be 
loyal, valiant, virtuous, and an undaunted Soldier d 
Jefus Cbrijt. Then giving him a Pair of Spurs, which 
he put upon his Heels, and after that a Sword, (the 
fame, they iay, that was Godfrey of BouiUon*%) he co^^ 
manded him to ufe it in Defence of the Church and 
himfelf, and to the Conflifion of Infidels. - He ther 
(heath'd it, and girded it to his Side; after whicli 
going clofe to the Sepulchre, and leaning his Head 
upon the Stone, the Guardian created him a Knighl 
l^ giving him three Strokes on the Shoulder, and as 
often repeating thcfe Words: 1 ordain tbee a Knight $j 
the Holy Sepulchre of our Lord Jefus Cbrifty in the Nam 
of the Father^ and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoi 
This done, the Father kifs'd him, and put about m 
Neck a Chain of Gold, to which hung a Crols of th( 
fame Metal. Then the newnrreated Knight arofe 
kils'd the Sepukhre, rcftorM the above-menDon*d In 
figma to the Guardian, and fo the Ceremony was con 
duded. • • 

The Day following we walk'd out of the City a 
Bethlfhm Gate, to fee Mount Gihon and the Pool o 
the fame Name, which lies a fmall Diftance to th 
Wcftward of the City. A very fine Pool it is, bein| 
about a hundred Yards in Length, and fixty in Breadth 
lined with a Wall which is faced with a durabl 
Plaifter, and generally well ftored with excellent Wi 
tcr. We fpcnt the Afternoon with the French Cor 
iul, who was making Preparations for his Retum t 

Sidm 
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SidoH^ having difcharged whatever his Office requires 
of him at Jerufalem. 

On SatwrdiPf the 20th we went for the laft time to 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, that Day being the 
Conciufion of the orefent Feftival; at which Time it 
is cuftomary with tne ^urks to allow free Acinnitunce 
to all People, without demanding any Money at the 
Door as ufual, calling it for that Reafon a Z)^ cf 
Charity. By this licence the Church is fill'd with a 
promifcuous Rabble, and not only the Poor, wi -o ought 
never to be excluded, obtain an Entrance ; but it is 
£ud that the molt wicked and profligate People refbrc 
htdier at this Time, and take the Opportunity of 

S>ra£tiring the greateft Lewdnefs and Debauchery, pro* 
aning and polluting the holy Places in fuch a man- 
ner, as Modefty requires us to conceal. 

I HAvjB now given an Account of what is moft re- 
markable in the City and Neighbourhood of Jemfalem^ 
as it appears in its pre&nt State of Slavery and Ob- 
icurity; but I cannot leave the facred Place, without 
k)oking back a little, and taking a View of its once 
flourifhing and glorious Condition. It is certainy a 
very ancient City, and is generally, fuppofed, though 
perhaps without any juft Foundation, to be the fame 
with rhe Salem of Mekbifedeck. However, I (hail 
not undertake to decide the Queftion, but only ob- 
ferve, that when it was poflfelvd by the Canaanites^ 
who dwelt there and in the adjacent Parts, it was call'd 
Jebus and Jehufi^. David having taken from them 
the Mounuin, upon the Top of which was their (Irong 
Hold, made it his Place of Refidence s and tliis is 
commonly call'd Zian^ or the Gty of Davidf. Under 
Sahmon the Name of Jerufalem either firft be^n, or 
firft got the better of the other j but there being no 
fure Realbn aflign^d for this, nor any determined Sig« 

^ J9jtna »r. 8. x?iii. sS^ and Jtufgit viu 10. 
^2 Sum. V. 7,9. 

ni&cadoa 
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nification afExM to the Namet* I fliall dwell no lon- 
ger on thefc Uncertainties. 

In regard to the Holinefs of Jmifalem^ we muft 
not imagine that this Attribute was given it by thd 
Rahhins only, or by the Li-gT.d of the Shekels^ 
whjch is Jerufalem the bcly. I/aiab tells us, that the 
JJiy elites calKd themfelvcs of the hofy City^* and ' 
isfehemhb' twict gives JerufaUm that Titlefi which 
fcems fufficiently to prove that it was no uncommon 
Appellation: And as for the liew Teftament^ we there 
nr-et with it in feveral Places t. Befides, it has other 
Titles in Scripture of the like Import, having fooiQ 
Relation to its Sandity. In the Pfalnts it bears the 
Name of theQ/jr of God** \ in the Prophets we read, 
that it Tiall be caird the Tl>rone of the L^r<^; and our 
Savioiir hinifdf calls it the Oty of the great KingXX^^ 
as bu' {^ lv*llowcd and conl-cratul in a particular 
Mannei by God's Rcfidence in the Temple. 

This City has undergone fo many Changes, that 
it is no eafy Matter prccifely to dct?-rminc its Extent 
in former Times. Its ancient State of Perfeftion may 
very well be fix'd under the flourifliing Reign of 
Solomon^ in whofe Time Jerufdkm^ before embeihlh'd 
by his Father David^ appeared in its greated Lufb^ 
and Beauty ; and there is not much Probability that 
it was enlarged by the fucceeding' Princes. The 
general and indeterminate Dcfcriptions of Jerufalem^ 
%o be found in the Authors of thefe Times, do not 



J ^^lem in the Hebrenv Lan- 
guage IWnifes Peace, and if 
i^e fuppofc Jerttf hm to have 
been tne anaent StiLm of Mel- 
€Liedrk, and afterwards called 
Je'iS, ito later Name feems to 
be nothing but a Compound o( 

* V/«/:.^ xlviii. 2." 

+ N hm. xi. I, x8. 

X MattL iv. 5^ and'xxrii.5.3. 



the two former; ^thc Wonb 
Jtbus and ^alem being for thiB 
better Sound's fake, by the 
Change of one Letter and the 
Omii&on of aaotheTyfaftenMiitf^ 
Jiriyalfm. 



•• Pfalm xlvi. 5. 
++ Jertm, iii. 1 7. 
XX Matth, V. 35. 
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enable us to fettle its Bound* with any Exaftncfs: But 
wc may venture to luppofe that its Circumference, ac 
firft, was about a NDle ; and we are fure it was twice^ 
or perhaps three times as lar^c under Solomon. After 
the Captivity, Jerufalem being rebuilt took up much 
the fame Space as before, as may be gather^ from 
NebmiaFs Defcription of the Ruins of the City, and 
its Condition after it was repaired*. According to^ 
JofepbuSy the whole Circumterence of Jerufalem was 
thirty-three Slcdia^ which is about four Miles and i 
hundred twenty-five Paces. 

Of all the BuildinM that adorn'd the ancient Jeru- 
falem^ the TempUj which David defigned and Solomori 
perfected, was the moft magnificent, and defervediy 
rank'd among the Wonders of the World. We are 
not to imagine, however, that this Temple was built 
like one of our Churches; for it did not confift of 
one fingle Edifice, but of feveral Courts and Build- 
ings, which took up a great Compafs of Ground. 
It was ereftcd on the Top of Mount Moriah^ and 
the whole Fabrick made an exaft Square of eight 
hundred Cubits, or one thonfand four hundred and 
fixty Feet long on each Side, direftly fi-onting thft 
Eaft, Weft, North and South. \ 

To make this Building more firm and fecure, it 
was found neceffary to begin the Foundation at the 
Bottom of the Mount; fo that the Sides were three 
hundred and t!;lrty-threc Cubits, or about fix hundred 
and eight Feet higli, before they were rais'd to the 
IjCvcI of the Temple ; and this afforded a moft noble 
Profpetl to the We ft ward, where lay the chief Part 
of the City of Jerufalem. Wc can form no Judgment 
of the vadyLabour of laying this Foundation, firice it 
is impoiTjolc to tell how much of tlie Mountain muft 
in lome Places be removed, and in others fiU'd up, 
to bring it to an exaft Square for fo great a Height i 

f Nihfm. ii. iii. and xii. 
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But when we confider, that there were a hundred and 
eighty thoufand Workmen conftantly; employ M for 
levcn Yeitrs and a half, it would make one wonder 
whitt lb many Hands could find to do ; and yet, when 
we relief <ta the Vaftnefs of the Fabrick, is is equally 
furprizing to- think how it could poflibly be com pleat- 
ed in fo mort a Time. The Foundation, according 
tojofepbusj was laid prodigioufly deep; and the Stones 
were not only of the largell Size, but hard and firm 
enough to endure all Weathers, and Proof againft the 
Wornci. Befidcs, they were fo mortifed into one ano- 
ther, and fo wedged into the Rock, that the Strength 
and Curiofity of the Bafis was not lefs admirable titan 
the intended Super(lru£hire, and the one was every* 
way anfwemble to the other. 

The Ground-Plot of the Temple was an exadt 
Square, encompafs*d with a Wall or Battlement about 
five Foot thick and twenty Foot high, each Side of 
it eight hundred Cubits in Length; and in this there 
were Windows made of Gold Wire, from whence 
there was a delightful Prefpeft. Immediately within 
this there was a Terrace- Walk, which with the Bat- 
tlement took up a Space of fifty Cubits^ or about 
ninety-one Feet in Breadth. Into this Part all Strangers 
might come without DiftinAion, fo that here were the 
Bttfers and Sellers^ and TaMes of the Money-changers^, 
From hence there was an Afcent of twenty Cubits up 
to Solomons Porch^ which was built upon Pillars fixqr 
Feet high, and was fifty Cubits in Breadth, where the 
People might conveniently walk, it being cover'd over 
to mclter them from the Weather; and on the Out- 
fide of it was a Wall, in which alfo were Windows, 
from whence they might fce what pafsM upon the 
Terrace below. This Piazza encompafsM another 
open Court, of the fame Breadth, call'd the Court of 
tbc Gentiles^ into which all might enter who had em- 

^ Uatlb. xxi. 12. Mark an. 15. ' Jtbn u. 14. 
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braced the Jemjb Reli^on, of any Nation whatfo- 
ever; though |hey were not admitted into the inner 
Buildings, callM tbe Court of Ifiaelj or ibe Co/igr^a* 
Hon of the Lord^ until the Time appointed by the 
Law of Mofes. The Court of ibe Gentiles wu fepara* 
ted ftom the Court of the Ifirdelites by a Wall, each 
Side of the Square being five hundred Cubits; and this 
laft Court was again divided into nine Squares, every 
Side whereof was a hundred Cubits, and encompa&'d 
with Buildings of fifty Cubits in Breadth : So that op« 
polite to each Front, there were four Rows of fucb 
Buildings, viz. two Rowi to inclofe the nine Squares, 
and two others to divide the Squares from each other: 
So that thefe four Rows took up the Space of two 
hundred Cubits, and the three Squares three hundred 
more, which was the whole Space. 

The Court of the Ifraelites had but three Gates,- one 
on. the £afl, another on the North, and another on 
the Soudi. That on the Eaft was call'd the Gate of 
NicanoTj or the Beautiful Gate of the Temple ^ and 
before it there was an Aicent of fifteen Steps, upoa 
which the Levites on certain Oocafions, uied to fing 
the i%oth Pfalm, and the fourteen that immediately 
follow, one F&lm upon each Step; from whence we 
find tl)is Tide prefix d to all thote Pfalms,. A Song ^ 
Degrees^ or Steps. The Quadrangle into which my^ 
enter'd by this Gate, and the other fix on the twcK 
Sides, were caird the Courts of the Ifraelites\ but th6 
two ihnermoft Squares, oppofite to the middle fin- 
trance, were not divided from each other like the reft, 
but form'd an Oblong; wKich, however, may bedi^. 
tinguifhM into the middle Part callM the Court of tb$ 
Priffis^ and the inner Fart, where fiood what was 
ftridly term'd the ^emple^ and which is particularly: 
deicribed in die Book of Kings and Qnmnicles^. la 

* I Kimgt vi. throughoul, WL I}, to tlie Eal, sod a Chrom 
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the Ifraelites Courts ovcr-agaiinft the Gate of the Pri^s 
Courts was erefted a Throne for the King, (which was 
a tpagnificcnt Alcove) where he feared himfelf wheft 
he came to the Temple. In the Priefts Court was the 
AUar of Burnt Offerings^ in the Centre of the whole 
Fabrick, and a great deal larger than that of the 
ftabernacle^ haWng ten brazen Laver$, whereas the 
Tabernacle had but one-, and a Sea of Brafs^ which 
the Tabernacle had not, fupported by twelve Oxen. 
On the Weft Side of the Altar of Burnt OfFcdngs, 
there was an Afcent of twelve Steps to what we may 
properly call Hft Temple \ and this confifted of three 
Parts, theP^rrA, tht Saniiuary^ zndtht Hcfy of HolieSi 
The Porch was twenty Cubits in Length and ten in 
Breadth, and over it was a Tower a hundred and 
twenty Cubits in Height, including the feveral Afcents 
from the Terrace tValk before mentioned, or about half 
that Height froni the Level of the Courts of the Ifra^ 
elites. On each Side of the Porch there was a Room call'd 
fSie Cbamier of the Knives^ fifteen Cubits in Lengthy 
and ten in Breadth, equal to the Breadth of the Porch^ 
In the Porch were the two famous Pillars Jacbim and 
Boa'z^ whofe Names imply, that God ahne was the 
Support of the Temple. ■ The Sanftiiary or Nave of the 
Temple was forty Cubits long and twenty broad^ 
Wherein were the Altar of Tncenfe and the Table ofSbevth 
hredd\ but becaufe the Temple was larger, and want* 
cd more Light than the Tabernacle, inftead of one, 
khad tenjgolden Cahdlcfticks. The Hcly of Holies was 
a Square of twenty Cubits, wherein were placed the 
Ark of tbs Covenant^ containing Ae two Tables ofStone^ 
on which God had engraven his ten Commandments; 
but inftead of two Cherubims, as were in the Taber- 
nacle, there were four in the Temple. From the 
Cbamber of tbe Kftives^ round the Temple and the 
Holy of Holies^ there were Chambers for the Priefts, ond 
^thin another. They were- five Cubits high, and 
they went up with winding Stairs on the OuSde inter 

the 
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the middle Chamber, and from thr middle Chamber 
to the third ; fo that there feems to luve been Galleries 
to go to the Doors of the fccond and third Stories. 
Over thcfe Chambers were Windows of narrow Lights^ 
or narrow without and broad within ; the Temple it- 
fclf being but a dark PLice, thereby more fitly reprcr 
fenting the Darkncfs of the Law, efpccially when 
tompared with the Brightnefs of the Gofpel. 

In fhort, the Temple itfelf, ftriftly fo caird, had 
two Stories, the upper of which was raifed quite above 
the ac^oining Cells or Chambers. This fecond Story 
made a large Room over the SanSfuary and the Hoh 
of Holies^ of equal Dimenfions with them ; anc^ fomc 
have conjeftured, that this was the upper Cbnmbtr^ ia 
wiaich the Holy Ghoft defended upon the Apoftles in 
a vifiblc Manner. This upper Room was appropria- 
ted to the pious L^ty, as a Place for them to come 
and pay their Devotions in ; and therefore it is not 
improbable, that the Apoftles were here, with other 
devout Pcrfons, while the Temple was full of Jewsoi 
all Nations, who were come to celebrate i\\t Feaft of 
PeniecoSi whereupon they below, hearing the Noife, 
which was occafion'd by the fhaking of the Place, ran 
vp to lee' the Caufe of it, and, to their great Surprize, 
found the Apoftles diftinguifti'd from the other Jftvs 
about them, both by the cloven Tongues which fat upori 
each of them, and by their fpeaking feveral different 
Lsuiguages. 

Upon the whole, the Glory of Solomon's Temple 
did not Gonfift in the Bulk or Largenefs of it, (for in 
itfcrlf it was but a fmall Pile of Building, no more than 
a hundred and fifty Feet in Length, and a hundred 
and five in Breadth, uking it all together, 'which is ex- 
ceeded by many of our Parifh-Churches) but its chief 
Grandeur and Excellency lay in its Out-buildings and 
Ornaments, in its Workmanihip, which was every 
where very curious, and its Over-layings, which were 
vaft and prodigious ^ for the Over-laying of the Hofy 
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of Holies only, which was a Room but thirty Feet 
ll{uare and twenty high, amounted to (ix hundred 
Talents of Gold, which comes to four Millions threa 
hundred and twenty thouiand Pounds of our Sterling 
Money. 

I SHALL finifh this Account of the Temple in die 
Words of Jofepbus^ the Jewijb Hiftorian. " The 
** whole Frame, fays he, confifted of Stones, poli(h*d 
^ tx) die higheft Degree of Perfedion, and fo artifidal- 
^' ]y put together, that there was no Joint to be dil^ 
^^ cern'd, no Sign of any working Tools being upon 
*' them, but the Whole look'd more like the Worfc 
*' of Providence and Nature, than the Produ£t of Ait 
*^ and human Invention: And as for the Infide, what* 
^^ ever Carving, Gilding, Embroidery, rich SiUcs, and 
*' fine Linnen could do, of thefe there was the greats 
** eft Profufion. The very Floor of the Temple was 
^' over-laid with beaten Gold, the Doors were large 
•' and proportion'd to the Height of the Walls, twenty 
^^ Cubits broad, and ftill Gold upon Gold." In fine, 
it ^vas Gold all over, and nothing was wanting, 
either within or without, that might contribute to its 
Glory and Magnificence. 

This glorious Temple was deftroy*d by Nehicbai- 
nezzar in the Reign of Zedekiab^ four hundred 
twenty-four Yeans, d^te Months and eight Days aftec 
it was built, according to Archbilhop U/ber. The 
fecondJTempIe was built at the End or fcventy Years^ 
when the Jews returned from the Babylonifi Captivity, 
but the Workmen were obliged to keejp their Swoixls 
by them to repulle the SamariianSj who watchM all 
Opportunities of obftrufting them in their Defign. 
This laft Fabrick, however, fell far (hort of the Glory 
of the former, infomuch that many of ibe Priefis and 
Levitesy and chief of the Fathers^ who wire ancient 
Men^ and bad fern tbefirft Houfe^ wben tbe Foundation 
of ibis Houfe was la^d before their Eyes^ wept wtb a 

mm 
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^cud yoke*. But what this Temple wanted either irt 
its Strudure, Dimenfions, or Ornaments, was more 
than over-balanced by our Saviour's honouring it with 
his Preicnce, and thereby made more glorious thilri 
that" of Solomon^ as had been intimated by the Pro- 
phet Haggaif. It was finally deftroy'd by Tiitis the 
Son of Vefpafian^ together with the City of Jerufalem^ 
in the 69th Year of Cbrifiy which put an End to the 
Je%vifi> State and Worfhip. 

Before I leave Jerufalem^ the Capital of Paleftintj 
it fccms requifite, according to the Method I have hir 
thcrto obfcrved, to take a Review of the Hiftory of 
the Jews^ a People remarkably favoured by the Al- 
mighty, and fettled, in this once plentiful and happy 
Country by his peculiar Power and Providence. As .to 
their Religion, it is fo. well known to every one who 
is converfant with the Old Teftament^ that it would be 
an unneceffary Talk, as well as a Trefpafs upon the 
Reader's Patience, to infift upon that Head ; and with 
refpcft to their Hiftory, fo much of it is likcwifc con- 
taii^'d in the Holy Scriptures, that I fhall treat of it 
with all ppflible Brevity. . 

. Without going fo far back as the Promifes of 
GcA to Abrabamy that he would in due Time give 
the Land of Canaan to his Poftcrity, which however 
pught to be reniember'd ; let us confider the Jfraelites 
from the Time when they firft begin to make a Fi- 
gure as a People, I mean in their Egyptian Bondage: 
It is Ijjrprizing to confider to what a prodigious Num- 
ber thoie. fevcnty Souls, which came down with Ja^ 
cob into -fiJgxpM increafed during their Abode in that 
Country, i. e. in the Compafs of two hundred and 
fifteen Years ; infomuch that Mofes tells .us, they a- 
mounted to above fix hundred thoufand Men, all abje 
{o bear Arms J. Their multiplying thus abundantly 
made the Egyptians look upon them as a dangerous 

^ l^xram. 12. f Qfaf.xi,(), % A&:9»3. i. 46. 
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People, whom they therefore refolv^d to crulh as much 
as poflible, and made it their chief Endeavour to 
weaken them by degrees, by hard Labour, Taxes, and 
all manner of Opprcffion. But Pharaoh^ King of Egyptj 
ha^ng found by the Experience of at leaft ten Years, 
that neither the Hardfhips he laid upon them, nofall 
the Cruelties which his Officers and People uled to* 
wards them, could prevent their multiplying as feft or 
fader than ever, he fent for the two chief Hekriew 
Midwives, and ftri6tly commanded them, that when 
they performed their Office to their Countrywomen, 
they (hould deftroy all the Males, and let the Females 
take their Chance. The good Midwives, abhorring 
fo cruel a Command, made no Scruple to difobey it, 
and faved all the Children that were bom. Males as 
well as Females: Whereupon Pharaoh^ finding that 
thefe underhand Stratagems proved ineffedhial, refolv'd 
to aft more openly againft the IJraetites^ and accord* 
ingly ifTued out an Order, that every male Child of the 
Hebrews fhould be caft into the Nile^ and that none 
but the Females fhould be fuflcr'd to live; By which 
the People found thcmfelves obliged either to drown 
their own Children, or to fee it done by the Egyptims 
as foon as they were difcover*d, and themfelvcs fcvcre- 
ly punifh'd for not obeying the King's Edift, 

The Defigns of Providence, however, were not to 
be fruftrated either by the private Artifices or open 
Violence of the Egyptian Monarch; for though Mofes^ 
whom God had ord^n*d to be the Infbument of de- 
livering his People from Slavery, was not bom till 
after the Promulgation of PbaraoFs barbarous Edi£t^ 
he was wonderfully preferv'd fiom the common Dc- 
ftruftion ; being taken up when he was expoled on the 
River in an Ark of Bulrufhes, and educated by Pba- 
raoFs Daughter. When Mofes was grown up, having 
one Day obferv'd an Egyptian ufing a Hebrew with 
uncommon Barbarity, he was fo eicafperated at it, that 
^ding the Coaft clear, he fell upon the Eg^^iian^ 
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kiird him, and buried him in the Sand: But endea- 
vouring fome time after to compofe a Difference be- 
tween two HebrewSj one of them gave him very faucy 
Language, aflcing him whether he defign'd to kiU 
him as he had done the Egyptian? Finding therefore 
that the Faft was known, and fearing left it fhould 
come to PbaraoVs Knowledge, he fled into the Land 
of Midian^ where he was received by the hofpitablc 
Jetbroy who employed him to look after his Flocks, 
and at length gave him his Daughter Zipporab. 

Ix this Retirement Mofes continued for the Space 
of forty Years, when God was pleafed to appear to 
him in a burning Bufh, commanding him to return 
into Efjpt^ to demand of Pbaraob in his Name the 
DifmifTion of the Ifraeliies^ and alTuring him that thofe 
who fought his Life were now dead, and that he had 
nothing to fear from the Egyptians. Mofes rais*d var 
nous ObjeAions, and ufed all the Pleas he could think 
of to be excufcd from this difficult Tafkj whilft God 
gracioufly condescended to difpel his Fears, to clear 
his Doubts, and give him repeated Aflurances of his 
miraculous Afiiftance. At laft Mojes obey'd, and left 
Midian\ and having met with his Brother Aaron at 
the Foot of Mount Horeh^ whom he acquainted with 
the divine Commiflion he had received, they conti- 
nued their Journey t(^ether towards Egypt'*. 

Being arriv'd in the Land of Go/hen^ their firft 
Care was to aflemble the Elders or Heads of the If- 
raelites, and tt> impart to them the joyful News of 
their fpecdy Deliverance ; whilftMj/^j wrought thofe Mi- 
racles before them, by which God had commanded hirii 
to cftablifti his Credit and Authority. Thefe Tidings 
were received by the whole Afllmbly with fui table Ex- 
preffions of Gratitude and Adoration to die divine 
Goodncfi, which had at length taken pity on their 
Jniferable Condition f: But this tradlable Difpofition 

• Sec Exoi/i/t, €h. iii. aod vf. t ^'^^- >V' ^9% 3^, 31. 
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laded no longer than they thought their Deliverance 
would coll nothing but Miracles, and that the Care 
and Danger of it would only fall upon Mofes and 
jhron^ every Difficulty making them ungovernable 
and defponding. 

When Mofes and ^r^« firfl: opened their Commif- 
fion before the Egyptian King, demanding L^ave for 
the Ifradiies to go three Days Joumey to celebrate a 
Feftival in the Wildemefs, and facrifice to the Lord 
their God, they were difmifs*d with a Reprimand for 
putung fuch idle Notions in their People's Heads, and 
making them negleft their Bufinefs. Nor was this 
all; for upon pretence that the Ifraelites were grown 
lazy and wanton, Pharaoh order'd their Taflc-mafters 
to increafe their Hardfliips, by not allowing them 
Straw to make their Bricks with as ufual, but obliging 
them to wander up and down to gather Stubble in- 
ftead of it, without diminifhing one Tittle of their 
Work. They applied to Pharaoh for Redrels, but to 
no purpofe; upon which they began to inveigh bit' 
Cerly againft Mofes and Airon^ as the Authors of this 
new Addition to their Mifery, which could terminate 
in nothing but Death or DeQ>air. 

After Mofes had heard their Compl^nts, without 
offering any thing in his own Defence, or by way of 
Comfort to them at that time, he made his Applica* 
tion to God, and in the humbldd Terms expoltulated 
with him upon the ill Succefs of his Meflage. Here- 
upon God was gracioufly pleafed to give him frefh 
AfTurances of his Love and Companion for his op- 
preffed People, that he would fpcedily let all Egypt 
lee that he was their God, and would be their Deli- 
verer and Conduftor into the Land which he had pro- 
mifcd to their Fathers. To this End he enabled Mih 
fcs to work fuch Miracles, and to bring fuch a Series 
of terrible Plagues upon the obftinate Pharaoh and the 
Land of E^ypt^ as one would have thought capable 
of foftcning the hardcft Heart, and of humbling the 

proudeff 
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proudeft Monarch. It was not, however, till all the 
firft-born of the Egyptians were in one Night fmitteh 
with immediate Death, that Pbaraob was induced to 
let the Ifraeliies depart; urged to it by the Cries of 
his unhappy Subje£ls, who crowded about his Palace, 
upbraiding him with being the Caufe of all the dire 
Calamities they had fuffer*d. 

Leaving therefore the Egyptians to mourn for their 
Dead, the Ifraelites began their March under the Con- 
duft of Mofes^ to the Number of fix hundred thou- 
6nd fighting Men, as has been obferved above, be- 
fides old Men, Women and Children, and a great Mul- 
titude of Strangers. This happen'd on the fame Day 
of the fame Month and Week that Jacob firft came 
into Egypt^ two hundred and fifteen Years before; 
though Mcfes makes the Sojourning of the Ifraelites 
four hundred and thirty Years*, computing, as fome 
fuppofe, from the firft Coming of Abraham into Ca- 
naan. 

The infatuated Pharaoh and the Egyptians foon be- 
gan to repent of their parting with the Ifraelites^ and 
lofing the Benefit of their Servitude; and accorduigly 
purfued them with a numerous Army, to bring them 
back into their former Bondage. Pbaraob^ at the 
Head of his Hod, came up with them near the Red 
Sea^ which threw them into the utmoft Confternation, 
feeing themfelvcs hemm'd in, as it were, by the Sea, 
by impaflfable Mountains, and bv the Egyptian Army^ 
without any vifible Way of elcaping. In thefe Cir- 
cumilances the defpairing Ifraeliies could not forbear 
upbraiding AAfes, as if he had brought them out on 
purpoie that they might psrifli in the Wildernefs; 
but the fame mighty Arm, which had been already 
ftrttched out for them in fo eminent a Manner, was 
mod fignally exerted at this Jvnflure, and wroughr 
for them a complcat Deliverance. A Paflagc was mi • 

• J?W. xi. 40. 
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raculoufly open'd to them through the Midd of the 
Sea, the Waters being divided, and (landing on each 
Side of them like a Wall, as we are informed by the 
facred Hiftorian*. In a Word, the IfraeliUs march'd 
fafcly to the oppofite Shore, whilft the Egyptians pur* 
fuing them with great Eagcmefs were overwhelmed 
by the Waves, irfomuch that neither Pbarsob nor 
aiiy one of his vaft Army efcaped the common Ruin. 

The Ifraelites, beholding this total Deftru&ion of 
tiieir Enemies, began to fear the Lord, and to believe 
his Servant Mofes. They now thought themfelvcs en- 
tirely freed from Slavery, and upon the Brink of their 
compleat Happinefs. A few Days March would eafily 
bring them to the Borders of the promisM Land, and 
the Conqueft of it could not but appear eafy to them, 
who had God for their Proteftor, and Mofes for their 
Guide, And perhaps Canaan would foon have been 
in their Poffeffion, had it not been for their continual 
Murmurings and Rebellions againft the Leader whom 
Heaven had appointed to conduft them, joined to an 
invincible Fondneis for Idolatry and Superftition, vrhich 
proved not only a conftant Obftacle to their Hopes, 
but the great Source of their Misfortunes, as well as 
the Caufe of much Grief and Vexation . to Mcfis^ 
though a. Man famed above all others for his meek 
and gentle Difpofition. 

Scarce had the Ifraeliles travelled three Days from 
the Red Sea into the Wilderncls of Sbur^ before they 
began to Ihew frefh Marks of their untraftablc and 
ungratefiil Temper, on account of their Want of 
Water. This DiiTatisfadion was appealed by the 
fwectening of the bitter Waters of Marabf^, but in 
a fnort Time, Provifions becoming exceeding fcarce, 
they renew 'd their Murmurs more violently than ever, 
repenting that they had fuffcr'd themfclves to be de- 
coy'd from the Flelh-pots of Egypt^ into a WikJer- 

• £xc^, xiv. 22. f Ex9d. XF. 22 — 25. 
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nefs where they had nothing but the Profpeft of dying 
with Hungerf. Notwithftanding this provoking Be- 
haviour, God was pleafcd to give them new Inftances 
of his Favour, by fending them fuch prodigious Flights 
of Quaik J as quite covered their Camp, and raining 
down Bread from Heaven ||. But they had not ad- 



+ Ex^, XVI. 2, 3, 

X Here we muft remember, 
ikax this was done about the 
Middle of ^7, ai which Time 
diefe Birds are known to fly out 
of Egypt aofi the Red Sta m 
vafi Quantities ; fo that the Mi- 
rade confifts not ib much in the 
|jreat Numbers of them that fell 
ID the Camp of the Ifraelhes, as 
in God*s direaing them thither, 
and on that very Evening too, 
according to his Promife, and 
the PredifUon of his Servant 
mfes. The Word indeed, 
which we render ^^/, is con- 
Medly of uncertam Significa- 
tion, and may denote a Locvft 
as wellas a j^or/; but what in- 
clines us to prefer the Utter Ac- 
mtadon, is that Pailage of the 
Polmift, [bocviii. 27.] where 
lie tells us, that God raht'dFli^ 
9foH tbem as thick as Dufi, and 
Jwatbir^d F§wls iike as the Saad 
^the Sea; which cannot, with 
any tolerable Propriety, be ap- 
plied to In/kat. 

g This Bread was by the I/- 
rmebtes callM Mantut, but Com 
Bicntators are much divided a- 
fcout Che Etymology of the 
Name. Some derive it, from 
the HehreiAf Word Manah, a 
Cifi, to intimate its being a Gift 
Irom Heaven ; and others from 
the Egyptian Word Man, figni- 
fy'mg If 'hat ii ii ? This laft Ety- 



molo^ feeau the more prdia- 
ble, rnrenrd the Scripture takes 
Notice cf the Surprize the If- 
raelites were under when they 
Mt, found this new Food upon 
the Ground. Saimafius^ how- 
ever, prefers another: Accord- 
ing to nim, the ^«^ and GW- 
deaas ufed the Word Manto fig- 
nify a kind of Dew or Honey 
that fell on the Trees, and was 
eather*d in great Abundance on 
Mount Li&ama; whence he fup- 
pofes, that the IfraeUtes did not 
ufe the Term Mamta out of Sur- 
prize, but becaufe they found 
this Food fall with the Dew, in 
the fame Manner as the Honey 
fo well known to them under the 
Name of Man. The fame 
learned Writer adds, that the 
Manna of the Ifra^ites was in 
reality no other than that Ho- 
ney, or Dew condenfcd, and 
that the one and the other were 
the iame vnth the wild Honey 
wherewith St. John was nou- 
rifh'dintheWildemefs: So that 
the Miracle did not conM in the 
Fonnation of any new Subfbance 
in &vour of tlie ifrtmtltc:, but 
in the pundual Manner in which 
it was difpcufed by Providence 
for the ^Suftenance of fo vad a 
Multitude. — As to our Tran- 
ilation of £:r0^ xvi. 15, where 
the IfraeUtes fay one to another, 
// is Manna^ for tbey ivifi rM 

N 4 Yanctxi 



fiGO The Travels of [Holy 

vanccd many Days Journey, till copiing to Repbidimj 
and finding no Water there, they fell into their old 
way of diftrufting God's Providence, and murmuring 
againft- Mofes^ and that in a tumultuous and threaten- 
ing Manner. To fatisfy their Clamours, God order'd 
Mbfis to fmite a certain Rock on the Side of Mount 
Hgreb with his Rod, which he had no. (boner done 
than Water gufhcd out ia abundance at feveral Places, 
and, joining in one common Stream, ran down to 
the Camp at Repbidkn. This Station was fo infamous 
for the Mutiny of the People, and their Diftruft of 
God, that Mofes callM the Place MaJJab and ^^ribab^ 
which Cgnify Temptation and Contentioru 

About this Time the IfraelUes were alarm'd by 
the Approach of an Army of /imakkitesy whom they 
defeated pnder the Conduft of Jojhua^ whilft Mofes 
held up his H^nds to God in Prayer, which were fyp- 
ported by Aaron and ////r, when through Wearinefs 
he could hold them up no longer. This good Suo-. 
tefs in their firft martial Enterprize gave the Ifraelites 
great Encouragement, and open'd a Way for them 
to Mount Stnaij where their Abode proved not only 
the longefl:, but the moft famous of any other by the 
wonderf^il Promulgation of the Law, ^nd the Ap: 
pointment of the principal Ceremonies they were af- 
terwards to oblerve. They had not been Icaig en-: 
camp'd in the Wildernefs of Spmi^ before God calPd 
Mofes to come up to him on the Mount, and there 
charged him to remind the Ifraelites of the many 
Wonders he had \prought in their Favour, and to af* 
jjlirc them, that if they proved obedient to his Laws, 
(notwithft^nding their pall Murmurings and Diftruft 
of his Providence) he would ftill look upon them as 

nvhat it nv^f ; this fccms to in- vcral Authors both ancient and 

volvc Mo/fis in a Cpntradiftion, modern) When the Children of- 

and the Text ought undoubtedly If aelftrw it^ they fatd one to an- 

to be rendered, (agreeably to other ^ What is this ? For tj^fj 

the Se^iuagint Vcnion, and ic- knz'Vi; nzt njchat it nuas, 
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peculiar People, a favourite Nation, and a Royal 
efthood. Upon bis Defcent from the Mountain, 
ffis made a Report to the Elders, and they to the 
3plc, of the gracious MefTage ; which they no fooner 
ird, but they promis*d all poflible Obedience to die 
ine Commands. 

With this Anfwer of the People Mofes re-zCcendcd 
: Mountain, and received a Command from God 
lan£tify them, and to prepare them for the glorious, 
mc he \yas going to exhibit; charging him at the 
ic fiipe to fct Boundaries about the Foot of the 
luntain, which none might adventure to pafs, under 
fevered Penalties. On the third Day, the People 
ring prepared themfelves according to the divine In- 
ftion, they faw, early in the Morning, the Moun- 
i furrounded with a thicic Cloud, out of which pro- 
ded fuch Thunders and Dghtnings, as filPd them 
h Horror and Amazement. Upon the firfl: Sound- 
; of the Trumpet, which was the appointed Signal 
the People to approach, Mofes brought them out 
the Camp, as near to the Mountain as the Barrier 
uld permit; and there they obferv'd the Top of 
at cover'd with Fire and Smoke, whilft the Foun- 
ions of it feem'd to tremble and (hake under their 
:t. In the midft of this awful Scene, the Sound of 
Trumpet grew louder and louder, and the Claps 
Thunder and Fl^fhes of Fire more and more fre* 
nt, till Mofes^ whom God had calfd up to the 
p of the Mountain, was returned to the People 
h a renewed Charge that they Ihould not break 
3Ugh iheir appointed Limits. This being done, 
'Thunders and the Trumpet ceafed, and every 
le was hufh and filent; when God was diftinftly 
rd, from the midft of the Fire and Smoke, (which 
cpntinued) to pronounce the Law of the Deed- 
e^, or Ten Commandments^ which is indeed a com- 
it Syfteni of the moral Part of the yea;ijb Infti- 
:s. 
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Soon after this, Mofes went up to the Mount again, 
and received from God feveral other Laws both cere- 
monial and political, which feem to have been calcu- 
lated with a wife Defign to preferve the People in 
their Obedience to God, to prevent their Intermixture 
•with other Nations, and to promote the Happinefs of 
their Commonwealth, by fecUring to all the Members 
of it a quiet Enjoyment oftheir Lives and Properties. 

The next time that Mofes went up to the Moun- 
jtain, he took with him, fome Part of the Way, Aaron^ 
Naidah^ Abihti^ and feventy of the Elders of Ifrael^ 
who were favour'd with a Profpedl of the Divine Pre- 
fence. To thefe Elders Mofes committed the Care of 
the People, and, taking Jofhua along with him, went 
up higher to the Top of the Mountain, where he con- 
tinued for the Space of forty Days. Here it was that 
God, calling him nearer to h!mfelf, laid down to him 
the whole Plan of the Je^ifh Religion, of the Ta- 
bernacle and all the facred Utenfils, together with fe- 
veral Laws relating to the Pricfts and LeviUs\ and, 
having recommended a drift Obfervation of the Sab- 
iiath, he gave him the two Tables of Stone, whereon 
were written with his own Hand, at lead by his im- 
mediate Direftion, the ten great Commandments, 
which were the Sum and Subftance of the Moral 
Law*. 

During this long Abfence of Mofes^ the IfraeSies 
in the Camp, who began to give him over for 1(^, 
alTembled about AarofC% Tent in a riotous Manner, 
«nd demanded of him to make them fome Gods to go 
before them \ and fuch wasy4I«r^»*s Weaknefs or Cowar- 
dice, that he tamely complied with their fhatnefiil 
Rcqueft. Having order'd them to bring him a fuf- 
ficient Quantity of their golden Ornaments, he made 
of them a molten Calf, fct it upon a Pedeftal in Sight 
of tho whole Camp, erefted an Altar before it, and 

* See Exodus^ from Cb^. laor, toxxxi indufivc 
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appointed the next Day as a folemn Fcftival to their 
new-made Deity, which was begun with offering Sa- 
crifices to it, and concluded with Feafting, Singing, 
and Dancing. Their noify Mirth foon reach'd tlie 
Ears of Mofes^ who was then defcending from the 
Mountain with his Servant Jofi)ua\ and as he drew 
near the Camp, and faw the golden Calf, and th# 
Pfeople rejoicing about it, fired with Indignation at 
their (hocking Idolatry, he direw down the two Ta- 
bles he had in his Hands, and brake them to pieces. 
He then fct himfelf immediately about deftroying the 
Idol, which he did fo efFeftually as to reduce it to a 
Powder; and cauled the Levitts to put to the Sword 
about three thoufand of the Delinquents. 

It was not long after this, that God, to comfort 
and encourage Mofts under the Fatigue he had with 
an obftinate People, granted his Requeft, and flicwM 
him as much of his Glory as his Nature was able to 
bear. He likcwife gave him Orders to prepare two 
other Tables of Stone, and to come up again to him 
on the Mountain by himfelf. Accordingly Af<?/?j went 
up early in the Morning; and having proftratcd him- 
felf before die Lord, he interceded fo powerfully in 
behalf of the People, that God was pleaied to paidon 
their Sins, and to make a farther Covenant with them^ 
upon Condition that they would keep his Command- 
ments for the fijture; would o\Atrf^ Sabhaths^ hisPtf^ 
)hvr, and other appointed Fcftivals ; would not worihip 
the Gods of the Canaanites^ nor make any Alliance wim 
the People of the Country. Mofes continutrd forty Dayi 
and forty Nights upon Mount Shtai^ as he had done be* 
fore, without eatingor drinking ; and when he camedown 
from thence, his Face had contrafted fuch a Luflre, 
that the People were not able to approach him; for 
which Reafon, whenever he tall^^'d with any of them, 
he cover'd his Face with a Veil, but never made ufc 
of any when he went into the Tabernacle to receive 
the divine Commands. 

V 
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In lefs than fix Months thp Tabernacle and all its 
rich Furniture were fini(h*d, and ft^t up at the Foot of 
Mount Sinai^ on the firft Day of the firft Month, in 
the fccond Year after the Departure of the IJraelites 
out of Egjpt. Aaron and his Sons were folemnly 
confecrated Priefts, and began to offer up all Kinds 
of Sacrifices upon the new Altar, according to the 
Law of Mofes. Soon after this, the Heads of each 
Tribe appeared before Mofes and Aaron^ and prefcnted 
a confidcrable Offering to God, in fix Waggons drawn 
each by two Oxen; all which were received by Mofei^ 
and fet apart for the Service of the Tabernacle. Thus 
commenced this pompous Worlhip, in the framing 
and inftituting whereof God was pleafed to comply 
with their grofs and cainal Minds, which he faw were 
incapable of being affcfled with one of a purer and 
more fpiritual Nature. 

■The IJraelites had not march'd above three Days 
from their Encampment near Mount Sinai^ before they 
began to complain of the Tedioufnefs of their Jour- 
ney^ and to renew their Murmurs againft their gra- 
cious Deliverer; which io provoked him, that he fent 
down Fire and confumcd thofe that were in the Ex- 
tremities of the Camp, or fuch as loitered behind on 
pretence of Wearinefs; and though the Fire ceafed 
upon the Interceffion of Mofes^ the Place obcun'd the 
Name of Taberah^ which fignifies Burning''^. 

No fooner was this Danger over, but they began to 
murmur at the Manna with which they had been fed 
fo long, and to demand a Supply of Flefh, regret- 
ting once more that they had forfakcn the Garlick, 
the Onions, and the Fleih-pots of Egypt. This De- 
lire, how unreafonable foever, God was pleafed to 
gmtify, by fending them fuch innumerable Flocks of 
Quails, as were fufficicnt for them to live upon for a 
whole Month together: But while they were regaling 

♦ Kwnh. xi. I, 2, 5. 

themfclvcs 
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themfclvcs with thefe Dainties, the Lord fmote a great 
Number of them with'a fore Difeafe. which carried 
them off fuddenly; in memory whereof the Place 
was caird KHrotb-Hdllavaby or the Sepulchres cfCon- 
ciipifencef. 

After feveral Encampments the People came at 
length to Kadefthbarnetb^ on the Frontiers of Canaan^ 
where Mojes was commanded to chufe twelve fit Men, 
one out of each Tribe, (among whom where Jojhua 
and Caleb) to take a View of the Country ; and ac- 
cordingly, having received their Inftruftions to examine 
into the Strength of its Cities and Inhabitants, the 
Nature and Fertility of its Soil, and the like, they fet 
out upon their Progrefs, and finiQi*d it in forty Days. 
Being fafely arrived in tJie Camp, they made their Re* 
port to Mofes and Aaron^ in the Prefence of the El- 
ders and ot all the People. They began with extot 
ling the Riclies of the Land, (hewing them a Spe- 
cimen of it in fome of its fineft Fruits, and particu* 
larly a large Bunch of Grapes^ which by reafon of its 
prodigious Size, as well as to preferve it from being 
bruifed, they had hung upon a Pole, and brought be* 
tween two Men's Shoulders. But when they found 
that this Account had fired the People with a Defirc 
of making the Country their own by a fpeedy Con- 
queft, ten of them began to change their Note, and 
to reprefcnt it as a Thing impofliblc, both from the 
Strength of its fortified Towns, and the Valour and 
gigantick Stature of its Inhabitants. Joft^ua and G7- 
Ub were the only two that oppofed this cowardly Re- 
prefentation, and gave the People all imaginable En* 
couragement that the Enterprize was practicable and 
cafyi but the Account of the other Ten had ftruck 
fuch a Terror into them, that they ail crijcd out there 
was no Probability of overcoming fuch powerfiil Na- 
tions-, and their Difcontcnt and Defpair grew to fuch 

• N:,mb. xi. 4. to the End, 

a Hei^v\tv 
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a Height, that they even deliberated upon a proper 
Perfon to re-condu6k them into Egypt^ thinking it 
more advifable to take that Courfe, than to face io 
fcrrible an Enemy. 

This heinous Ingratitude and Infidelity of the If- 
raetites was fo provoking to the Ahnighty, who had 
-.wroi^ht fo many Wonders for them, that he folemn- 
ly declared, that none of thofe above twenty Years of 
Age, except Jojbua and Calebj fhould enter into the 
promifed Land ; and that the Children (hould wander 
from Place to Place for the Space of forty Years*, 
till all the Carcafes of their Fathers were rotted in the 
Wildernefs. And as for the ten Spies, whofe felfe 
Report occafion'd this Rebellion, they were all dc- 
ftroy'd by a fudden Death, and became the firft In- 
ftances of the Punifhment denounced againfl: the whole 
Nation. 

To give a Detail of the many other remarkable 
Occurrences that befel the Ifraelites in their tedious 
Paffagc through the Wildernefs, would be inconfiftent 
with my Defign, and that Brevity which I propofed 
to obfcrve. I fhall therefore only take notice, that 
during this long Interval, the divine Providence dif- 
play'd itfelf in the moft confpiaious Manner in the 
forming and polifliing the rifmg Generation, for whom 
the Conqueft of Canaan was refervM. The miracu- 
lous Pillar continued ftill to diredb theni, and the 
Manna to nourifh them ; without which, or (bme 
fuch wonderful Provifion, for vaft a Multitude muft 
abfolutely have pcrifh'd in that barren Country : And 
another evident Inftance of God's paternal Care for 



* Mofes here makes ufe of a 
round Number, in Allufion to 
che forty Days of the Spies 
fearchine the Land ; though it 
is plain tnat the Children did en- 
ter it in lefs than thirty-nine 
Years afcer this Sentence was 



pronounced againft their Fathen. 
The Truth is, the forty Yean 
muft be computed from theif irft 
coming into the Wildemeisy 
which was a Year and a bdf be- 
fore. 

chem 
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was, that their Raiment, and particularly their 
5, remained found and whole, and their Feet un- 
}-, notwithftanding their long and frequent 
hes. Mo/es ftill continued his Intercourfes with 
i and if at any Time the People relapfed into 
Murmurings and Rebellions, as they often did, 
Punifliment followM foclofely and fo univerfally, - 
Jicy could never flatter themfclves with the Hopes 
ipunity, or think their Difobedience would b^ 
xnanced by the Number of Delinquents. Upon 
rhole, the Behaviour of the Ifraebtes was far 
being anf^erable to that extraordinary Care and 
Icmefs that God fhew'd towards them ; for du- 
the Remainder of their long Peregrination they 
giulty of many more Seditions and Idolatries than 
$ has thought proper to record, which yet they 



!lr«/. viii. 4. xxix. 5. — 
have taken Pains to prove 
lere was nothing miracu- 
, all this; whiM othen, 
of nmgnifying Miradea 
1 their proper Bounds, 
Lve it that the Cloaths of 
WiBta grew bigger, as they 
dves increafed in Bulk and 
u But both thefe Ex- 
may be avoided, by fap- 
tfaat the Younger, in their 
' Degrees, might fucceed 
Velbients of the Elder ; 
e Mirade will iUU remam 
iful enough, that God 
preferve thefe Veftments 
oecaying, and their Feet 
fwelling , or bfeing callous ^ 
me tranOate it) for the 
of forty Years, notwith- 

S their travelling in fadi 
ftony Places. As for 
vho think the Phrafe de. 
that their Feet were not 
e of any Unealincfi or Fa« 



tigae through the whole vaft 
Length of their Journey ; this 
ConSni£tion feems repugnant to 
feveral Pailages of Scripture: 
And therefore where it is (aid. 
Thy raimetit 'waxed not old upm 
thee, neither did thy foot fwell 
theft forty Tears, the eafter In- 
terpretadon is, by way of Me- 
tonymy, to take the 5iferforthe 
Foot, and fo make the latter Part 
of the Verfe agree with the for- 
mer, bringmc; the whole to this 
Meaning, T&t as their Qoaths, 
which coverM their Bodies, did 
not become ufelefs through Age, 
fo neither did their Shoes decay, 
or burft, or grow out of Shape 
(for in all thefe Senfcs may the 
original Word be taken) though 
they were enraged in fuch fre« 
qnent amd te£ous Marches. — 
See more upon this Sdhjed in 
StackB9ufe'i Hiftorj of the Bibk^ 
p. 486. 

ace 
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are feverely upbraided with by other infpired Wri- 



ters.* 



Upon the Death o^ Mofes^ who was not permitted 
to enter into the p.romifed Land, but only to take a 
View of it from Mount J^ebo^ Jojkua became the Lea- 
der and General of all Ifrael ty divine Appointment, 
Under his Conduft they pafs'd the Jordan^ its Wa- 
ters being miraculoudy divided for them, as thofe of 
the Red Sea had formerly been at, their coming out of 
Egypt ; and thus having gain'd the Plains of Jericho^ 
they encamped at a Plaice which wa$ afterwards call'd 
Gilgalj upon account of their renewing the Ceremony 
of Circumcifion, which had been difcontiiwed during 
their forty Years wandring through the ^Yiidemcfs. 
By this means they were qualified to partake of the 
Pajfover^ which Feftival they now celebrated for the 
third Time ; the firft being at their Departure out of 
Egypt ^ and the fccond at the erefting of the Taber- 
nacle at the Foot of Mount Sinai. And ndw being 
arriv*d in this Land of Plenty, that Supply of Manna 
ientirely ceafed, by which they had been miraculoufly 
fuftain d during their long Travels thix>ugh a barrea 
Defart. 

It is probable that Joft)ua was gone out alone from 
the Camp towards Jericho^ in order to reconnoitre that 
City, and think of the propereft way of befieging it ^ 
when on a fudden there appeared to him a Pcrfon 
cloathed in Armour, and ftanding at fome Diftaflcft 
with a drawn Sword in his Hand. Jojhud however 
advanced towards him, boldly aiking him whether 
he was for or againft Jfrael\ and upon his anfworing 
that he was the Captain of the Lard*s Hoft, Jofima 
fell down before him in humble Adoratioh, whilft 
the Villon commanded him to loofe his Sandals from 
off his Feet, (as Mofes was orderM to do at the burn- 
ing Bufli) and then proceeded to inftruft him in what 

* Pftu'mt and Ezekiel in feveral Places, Ams \\ 26, JMs vi?. 43. 

manner 
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manner he would have the Siege of Jericho carried on, 
that the Canaanites might thereby be made fenfible it 
was fomethingmore than an Arm of Flefh that fought 
againft them. 

■ The taking and burning of the City of Jericho^ 
and afterwards of Ai^ and the great Slaughter made 
;Unong(l the Inhabitants, fb alarm'd the Kings on that 
Side of the Jordan^ that they entered into a League 
for their mutual Defence. But the Gibeonitesy inftead 
of uniting their Forces with their Neighbours, hadre- 
cburfe to a Stratagem *, whereby they obtainM an a- 
micable Alliance with the People of Ifrael^ ami avert- 
ed their impending Deftruftion. The confederate 
Brinces, hearing of this feparate Treaty which the , 
Giheonites had made with Jofiua^ were refolv'd to be 
revenged of them for their Defertion of the common 
Caufe ; and accordingly, joining all their Forces to- 
gether, they went and inveftcd their City, The Gu 
beonitesy in this Diftrefs, fent an Exprefs to Jojhua de- 
firing a fbeedy Succour \ who did not fail to fet out 
with all Expedition, and falling unexpectedly upon 
the Enemy, after a long Night's March, forced them 
to raifc the Siege with the utmoft Precipitation. In 
this Enterprize God had encourged Jojbua^ and pro- 
mifed him Succefs ; and therefore as the confederate 
Forces were endeavouring to fave themfelves by Flight, 
he pour'd upon them fuch a Shower of large Ilail- 
ilones, as deftroy'd more than what peri(h*d by the 
Sword ; nay he condefccnded fo far as to change the 
very Courfe of Nature, and miraculoufly to prolong 
the Day t, in order to give Jojhua an Opportunity of 
overtaking and deftroying his flying Enemies. 

* See a particular Accountof with the Cb^/rmVoff Syfteoiy up<* 

. thh Stratagem in the ninth Chap* on a milbken Notion that it is 

ter QSJt^ua. dkc£Uy contrary to (inreral ex- 

-I- It is well known, that ma- prefr Teftimooics of the Hol^ 

njriqumed Men among the C&r/- Scriptures^ and particularly thia 

/Km have icnipled to fall in o(thc &uC«ftatf^i^^^^^^ 
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After this fignal Viftory Jofiua made himfelf 
Mailer of all the Southern Parts of Canaan^ which af* 



Command of Jojhua ; whOil o- 
then, from a contrary Principle, 
liftve been induced to que&on 
their divine Authoiity, becaufe 
thejr fevoured {o abfurd a one as 
tKat of Ftolemy it now generally 
allowed and proved to be. Both 
thele Eboremes might have been 
avoided by two very obvious Ob- 
fervations; firft, that the £x- 
pirffions here made ufe of, Sun^ 
fiwid tbou pUl upon Gibson^ &c. 
are figurauve and incapsible of a 
literal i^enle ; and fecondly , that 
die Sylleni which fuppofes the 
Bvth to be immoveable in the 
Centre, and the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars to turn round it, was 
the moil unlverfally received, 
the )^^. p.dapted to vulgar Capa- 
cities, nnd the freeft from feem- 
mg DifHculties; and that no* 
thmg is more common m Scrip- 
ture, than to exprefs Thines not 
according to the firi£l Rules of 
Fhihfofhy^ but according to their 
AffearanciSy and the viugar Ap- 
meheniion concerning them. 
Thefe Confiderations, however 
Batnral and reafonable, have 
been fo far from being univer- 
fiUy admitted, that a great Num- 
ber of Authors, both Jtwi and 
Ckrifiiam, have ranikck*d their 
Btains to find out more iatisfii- 
Aory Solutions, though with fo 
little Circumfpcdlion and Suocefs, 
that tney have rather multiplied 
than removed the Difficulties 
they endeavoured to avoid. Some 
have aiSrm'd, that the Motion 
of die heavenly Lununarxes was 
only reurdcd, $ttiiVKWosAf 



fufpended : But furely they d» 
not mean, that either of thefe 
Things could have been done 
without an Almighty Power, 
and to fuch a Power both of 
them were equally eafy ; fo that 
this Hypothefis neither deftroji 
norleffens the Miracle, though 
it does not come up to the £x- 
preflion of the SxaCtftaiuk^tgflUl^ 
which is pofitively sorted inthe 
Scripture. Mammidts is of opi- 
nicn, (and in this he b fblk>w*A 
by fome ChrifUan Writers, par* 
ticularly Gro/iVj^ that there was 
no Cd&tion of the San and 
Moon*s Motion, but that the 
whole Purport of the Mirade 
was^this. That God, ^J^fifua^'t 
Requeft, granted him and his 
Soldiers f^ a Supply of Spi- 
rits, and fo much Vigoor imd 
Addvity, as enabled them to do 
as much Execution npoa their 
Enemies in one Day, as might 
otherwile have taken up two : 
But this is a Conffa-udtion fo re- 
pugnant to the genuine Sen& of 
the Text, as to need no fuRial 
Confutation. Sf^^fa has im- 
proved upon Mmmonidis^ and 
quite removed the Difficulty bjr 
denying the Miracle, and attn- 
budng the extraordinary Length 
of that Day to the RefaiOionof 
the Sun's Rays by the Cloads, 
which were then more than u- 
fually loaded widi Hail. Pmn^ 
rbu^ in like manner, imputes it 
to fome Aurora BorioRs^ or P«r- 
hilltmy which, after the Setting 
of the Sun, might appear about 
tbft Ttciiamiu ^ Gitim. and - 
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terwards belong'd to the Tribes of Judab^ Simeon^ 
Benjamhtj Dan, and Epbraim ; and, having thus end* 



soke 7e/0Maiid his Armythink 
that the San was iUU above the 
Horizon, though it was afhially 
iet as nfiial. /Si thefe Cavils are 
cffiedoally filenoed by the exprefs 
Words of the Text, thsHtheSuM 
J^/m in tbi muift of Hemvtn, 
in the Meridian of that Place, 
or much about Noon ; which 
makes itjmpoffible x!taxJofima 
and the Ifratlitts Ihould have 
been {o ftningely dflceiv*d, as 
thefe Authors have reprelented. 
— Upon the whole, it is a vam 
Attempt to endeavour, agamft 
the obvious Meaning of the (a- 
credText, to expUm away this 
mat Misade, and to account 
mr it by natural Caufes. Nor 
have we, notwithflandingallthe 
Deference we owe to the Autho- 
rity of the Scriptures, any Rea- 
fon to rejeft the Copendcm Sy- 
ftem, becade they reprefeQt the 
Earth tt immoveable, and the 
Sun revolving around it ; for as 
they were dcfignM to teach us 
oor IXity, and not to inibrufi us 
in the Rudiments of tuourai 
KmwM^, it can be deem*d no 
Diminution either of their Per- 
feSdxm ordi^e Authori^, that 
they generally fpeak acoooding 
to the common Appearance cw 
ThinB, and not according to 
their Reality or /^KilyS^VTrath. 
And yet it muft be owned, it 
kioks as if J^a had the So/ar 
^^2^!mi in hb Thoughts, when he 
4Nder*d the Moon, as well as the 
^m^f to flop its Courfe ; becanie 
/o loiig as he had the Kre&nce 
^sic Uucr, dmtoftbctbrmdr 

o 



was ufelefi : But if he only re- 
quefted, that /^ Ligh JbouU 
cmttmu in thtfam* Stmte lobirtiM 
it then was, till he had complea-> 
ted his Vidoiy, (which is cer- 
tainly all he meant) he oouldt 
not but know, that, upon the 
£arth's ftanding ftill, the Sun 
and Moon would feem to do the 
lame ; though to have exprefs'd 
himfelf in a manner fo incongru* 
ous to the popular Conoeptiony 
would havt been improper, if 
not dangerous, at that Time. 
It will ]& aik'd, perhaps, how 
it was poffible for the £uth to 
refift, for fo many Houn, the 
Impulfe of the circumambient 
Fluid of the Gv/t^Mtf, or of the 
Newtommn Attradion andGiavi- 
tation, or of whatever other 
Mover hurries it along, without 
canfing an univerial Stop through- 
out the whole Syftem ? Not to 
mention, that this Objection will 
be equally ftrong, if not fbonger, 
againltthe other Hypothefis of 
the Sun's being fbpt in its Ca- 
reer ; it may be anfwer*d, that 
the Fad bemg altogether preter- 
natural, we need only fimpofe a 
fuffident Power to have diverted 
that Impulfe from the Earth, 
and direded it to glide on each 
Side of it, and then all the other 
Parts of the Syftem might eafily 
have kept on their Motion^ 
whilft that of thb Globe was 
totally fufpended. However, 
thoudi it may be difficult to give 
a phuofophicai AnfwertoalL^e 

2 ^ 
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cd his fecond Campaign, he return'd with his Army to 
the Camp at Gilgal. Here he continued for fome 
Time, without cntring upon any frefh Aftion, till fe- 
veral Princes of the North of CanaaH, under Jaiin 
King of Hazarj confederated together, and railed a 
formidable Army againft him •, the more fo, as they 
had a great Number of Horfe and armed Chariots, 
whereas the Ifraelites were all on foot. Jojbua how- 
ever, in purfuance of God*s Inftru6Kons, marched di- 
reftly towards the Enemy, fell fuddenly upon them, 
and gain'd a compleat Viftory. Jabin was foon after- 
wards kill*d, and his City burnt to the Ground ; but 
the other Cities were left (landing, and the Plunder 
given to the Soldiers. 

The Rcduftion of the Canaanites^ and the Pird-. 
tion of the Country among the fevcral Tribes, em- 
ployed Jojhua about fix or feven Years ; and he was 
arrived at the i loth Year of his Age, by that Time 
he had finifliM his arduous Undertaking. It is to be 
lemember'd, that the Tribes of Reuben and Gad^ and 
half the Tribe of Manajfab^ had already had their 
Portions allotted them by Mofes on the Eaft Side of the 
River Jordan -, but they had faithfully affiftcd their 
Brethren in the Conqueft ctf Canaan^ and now obtain^i 
from Jojhua an honourable Difmiflion. This great 
and pious General, perceiving the Time of his Death 
approaching, call'd together the Heads and Elders of 
Ifrael \ and having, in a very tender and affectionate 
Speech, enumerated the many Bleflings which God 
had bellow'd upon them and their Anceftois, he ex- 



racle, it is fufficient to fay, that 
the fupreine Author of Nature, 
who firfleave Motion to Matter, 
and whole Will alone appointed 
the Laws of it, can either fu- 
fpend or diipenfe with them, 
w/teneirr his own dory, ortny 
iKtfe Ends pf hia Providctict 



make it neceffiuy or expedient. 
To doubt of this is to deny the 
Truth of all Mirades, and does 
not deferve a ferious Anfwer, — 
The Reader may find mote iip« 
on this Subjeft in the Vmnerjii 
Hijhry, and Mr. StMdUfnftH 
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hortcd them to a feithfiil OGfcrvance of his Laws, and 
by no means to fufier themfelves to be drawn into 
Idolatry. He likewife prevailed with them to enter 
into a lolemn' Corenant, which he not only recorded 
in the Book of the Law, but fct up a Monument in 
memory of it under an Oak that grew within the Prt- 
cinft of the Tabernacle, to be a Teftimony againft 
them in cafe they revolted from the Service of the Al- 
mighty. 

After the Death of Jojbuay no particular Perlbn, 
that we read of, fucceeded him in tne Government ; 
and therefore the moft probable Opinion is, that every 
Tribe was govern'd by their refpeftive Heads or El- 
ders, and that in their Wars with the Canaanites they 
niade them their Commanders ; for it is to be obferv'd, 
that a confiderable Part of Canaan remam'd uncon- 
quer'd at JoJhfuf% Deceafe. This Form of Govern- 
ment, or rather Anarchy, continued above thirty 
Years, till the Time of the valiant 0/iwV/, who was 
the firft of thofc Governors of Ifratl^ whom the Scrip- 
ture calls Judges. During this Interval the whole Na- 
tion funk into an amazing Degree of Degeneracy and 
Apoftafy, as if they had loft not only the Remem- 
brance oijojbua^ and of their late folemn Covenant, 
but even all Senfc of Religion, all Fear of God, or 
Regard to his Commands. Indulging themfelves in 
I00& Converfation, and making Intermarriages with 
the Canaamtes^ they were drawn into the moft mon- 
Arous Idolatry, worfhipping Baal and AJhtarotb^ and 
other Idob of the Heathens ; which fo provoked the 
Lord, that he left them to themfelves, and, being de- 
ititute of his Protefti^n, they were often overpower'd 
and enOaved by their Enemies. 

The Scory of Micab^ and the War of the BenJ4i^ 
miUSs which happened during thefe Times of Confui- 
lion*, are pregnant Inftances of the Apoftafy and Im- 

* Thefe two Stories are re- 19th Chapters of^ta^es; and, 
lated in the iTXh, i8th^ and being fo placed, they nay (eem 

O 3 morality 
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morality of the People. The firft Slavery, which their 
Defedtion brought upon them, was under Cbujbath 
fifhathatm^ King of Mefipolamia^ who held them in 
Subjection about eight Years, till they were delivered 
by their firft Judge, the above-mention'd Ofbniel^ who 
obtained a Peace which laftcd forty Years. Soon after- 
wards they fell again under Servitude to the Moabiles^ 
from which they were freed, at the End of eighteen 
Years, by Ehud their fecond Judge ; who having pri- 
vately ftabb'd the King of Moabj and cfcaped undif- 
cover'd* immediately aflcmbled an Army, routed the 
Moabites^ and procured another Peace for his People. 
Sbamgar^ their third Judge, delivered them from fomc 
Inairfions of the Pbiliftines^ of whom he flew fix hun- 
dred with an Oxgoadf* or, as the Latin and Greek 
Verfions render it, with a Plough-fliare. 

The Prophetcfs Debar ah^ the fourth Judge of IfraeU 
and her General Barak^ fet them free from a Servi- 
tude under Jabin King of Canaan^ which had been 
longer and more grievous than any of the former. 
Baraky with only ten thoufand Men, whom he af- 



to belong to the latter Part oJF 
this Period ; whereas, in the 
Judgment of mofl learned Men, 
they were tninfafled much about 
thb Time. 

f Mr. Maumlrellf who faw 
them at Plough in tht Holy Laid 
tells u& they xnake ui'e of GoaJs 
of extraordinary Size. Upon 
meafuringfeveral, he found them 
about eight Foot long, and nt 
the bigger End fix Inches in 
Circumference. They are arm'd 
at the lilfer End with a fhirp 
Prickle for driving the Oxen, 
and at the other End with a 
fmall Spaile or Paddle of Iron, 
Rrong and malty, for cleanfing 
the Plough from the Clay that 



encumbers it in working. May 
we not from hence conje^bixe, 
(lays he) that it was with fuch a 
Goad as one of thefe, that Stam- 
gar made that prodigious Slaugh- 
ter related of him, Juigu iii. 3 1 ? 
I am confident that whoever 
fhould fee one of thefe Inftm- 
ments would judge it to be a 
Weapon not lefi fit, perhapi 
fitrer than a Sword for fuch an 
Fjcecution. -*- The fame fingle 
Pcrfon (continues he) both drives 
the Oxen, and holds the Ploagh ; 
which makes it nece(&ty to ufe 
fucli a Goad as is above deftrib- 
ed, to avoid the Incumbiance 
of t\^'o Inllrumencs. Jmmuy 
frtiH Aleppo, l^c. /. 1 10, 1 1 1. 

fembled 
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fembled at Mount ^aboTy gain'd a compleat Viftoiy; 
over the numerous Army of Jabin under the Com- 
mand of Sijerab\ which Succeis put an end to the Op- 
preflion of the Northern Part of the Land for forty 
Years, proving the utter Ruin of the Kingdom of the 
Canaanites in Hazor. This memorable AAion gave 
Occafion to that triumphant Song compofed by De- 
hrab^ which we find recorded in the fifth Chapter of 
Judges. 

After the Death of Deborah and Barak^ the If-- 
radices fell ag^n into their old Impiety, and were a- 
sain given up into the Hands of their Enemies; being 
Kpt ia fuch fevere Subjeftion by the Midianites^ that 
they were forced to betake themfelves to the Moun- 
tains, and to dwcm in Dens and Caves, and inaccef- 
iible Places. TJiefe Enemies likewife made frequent 
Inroads into their Country, efpedally about the Time 
of Harveft, deflro^ng or carrying off the Fruits of 
their Labours, killing their Cattle, and leaving them 
almoft in a flarving Qondicion. Under this miferable 
Tyranny they were groaning, when God was plealed 
to fend them a Prophet, to reproach them with their 
bafe Ingratitude, and convince them of the Juftice of 
their Suffering?! and at the lame Time fent his Angel 
to Gideon^ who was then threfliing out his Com in a 
private and unfufpe£ted Place, to acquaint him thac 
he was chofen to be the Deliverer of Ifrael Gideon 
at firft excufed himfdf on account of the Obfcurity 
of his Family and Fortune ; but being aflfured by re- 
peated Miracles that the Meflage came from Heaven, 
and that he ihould be divinely aflifted and protefled, 
he fet about the noble Undertaking; and with three 
hundred Men only, (to which God was pleafed to re* 
duce his Army, that they might not impute their 
Succeis to their own Strength or Numbers) advancing 
In the dead of the Night to the Canip of the M- 
diamiej and their Allies, and making ufe of a Strata- 
Qgem which he had before concerted, he put to Flight 

O 4 their 
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their vaft Army, who in the Fright and Confiifion* 
miftaking their Friends for their Enemies, fell upon 
one another, and by that means afforded Gideon an 
cafy Vidtory, and fuch a compleat one, that from that 
Time the Midianites never made any Attempt againft 
Jfraei, 

The brave Gideon died in a good old Age, and 
left the Ifraelites in a peacefiil and flourifliing Con- 
dition-, but they foon returned to their fhamefu! Ido- 
latry, and repaid his Services with the blackifii Ingra- 
titude. Befides feventy Sons which he had by his 
Wives, Gideon left behind him a natural Son natn'd 
Abimelecb^ a Man of a bafe intriguing Genius, and full 
of Ambition and Cruelty. Immediately after his Fa- 
ther's Death he repaired to Sbecbem^ where Kis Mo- 
ther's Family dwelt and had confiderable Intereft^ 
whom he prevailed upon to infpire the SbecbemiUs 
with fome terrible Jealoufies againft the reft 6f the 
Sons of Gideon-, and having by his Infinuations ob- 
tained from them a Sum of Money, he hired a Num- 
ber of profligate Fellows, capable of the moft wkrked 
Enterprize, and led them dircftly to Opbrahy where 
having furprifed his feventy Brethren, he murdered 
them all upon the Spot, except Jotbam the youngeft, 
who happily made his Efcape. This fhoclang Maf^ 
iacre, which ought to have made him abhorr'd by all 
"Mankind, efpecialiy by thofc who had the leaft grate- 
ful Remembrance of Gideon, brought all the Sbecbem- 
ites into his Intereft, who unanimoufly chofc him their 
King, in hopes that all the reft of the Nation would 
follow their Example. He had the Mortification, 
liowever, not to be acknowledged by any of the Tribes ; 
and the Shccbcmites themfclvcs foon grew jealous of 
him, and confpirtd againft his Life: But it pleafed God 
to fuffcr him to efcape, and in a ftiort Time to make 
him the Inftrument of the entire Deftruftion of She- 
cban and its Inliabitants. Flufh'd with his Succcfs a- 
gainft Sbecbem, he mareh'd to reduce Itbeiez^ a City 

of 
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of Judab^ which hacl alfo taken up Arms agunft him, 
where he met wkh an ignominious Death ; for having 
made himfelf Matter of the Town, and being about 
to fet fire to the Gate of the Citadel, whither the In- 
habitants had retired, a Woman threw down a Piece 
of a Mill-ftone upon him, and frafturM his Skull; fo 
that finding himfelf mortally wounded, he call'd to his 
Armour-bearer to put an End to his Life, that it might 
not be faid he died by the Hand of a Woman. This 
was the exemplary End of Abimekcb^ who fullied the 
Lift of the Judges, being the only one that ufurp*d 
and abufed that Dignity. 

He was fucceeded by Tolab^ the Son of Puab^ an 
eminent Man of the Tribe of IJacbar-y of whom we 
have nothing partiailar, except that he dwelt at Sha- 
mir upon Mount Epbraim^ where he was buried, after 
he had judged Ifrael three and twenty Years. 

Their next Judge was Jair^ a wealthy Man, of 
that Part of the Tribe of Manaffeb which dwelt on 
the Eaft of Jordan^ and poflefs'd of a vail Territory 
in the Land of Gilead. Having enjoy'd his Dignity 
two and twenty Years, he was buried in the City of 
Camon, 

About this Time the IfrasliUs returned to their 
former Idolatiy, and even multiplied the Number of 
their Gods, which brought upon them a fifth Servi- 
tude of eighteen Years under the PbiliJUnesznd Ammo- 
nites. In their Diftrefs they had recourfe again to Prayer 
and Profeffions of Repentance, and were brought to 
fuch a Senfc of their Folly, that they renounced all 
their Idols, and began to ferve the Lord in eameft; 
who, according to his wonted Mercy, foon found out 
Means to effcd: their Deliverance. Jepbibah was the 
Perfon chofcn to undertake this Tafk, who having 
fubdued the Ammonites^ and chaftifed the Infolcnce ol 
the Ephraimitesy (who in a tumultuous manner threa- 
tened to fct fire to his Houfe, bccaufe he had not fcnr 
for them to join the Army and Ihare in the Viftory) 

fpcnr 
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fpent the Remainder of his Davs in Peace, and was 
buried in one of the Cities ot GiUady after he had 
judged Ifrael fix Years, meaning that Part of it which 
was on the Eaft Side of the Jordan. 

The tenth Judge of the Ifraelites was Ibzan^ who 
had thirty Sons and thirty Daughters, whom he lived 
to fee all married ; and, after he had govem'd feven 
Years, was fucceeded by Ehn \ and he, after a ten 
Years Adminiftration, by j^don of the Tribe of JB- 
fbraimy who niled eight. 

During the Time of thefe three laft Judges, the 
Jfraelites enjoyed a Peace of three and twenty Years 
Continuance -, but relapfing foon afterwards into their 
old Impieties, God fufferM the Pbiliftines to invade 
and opprefs them, and keep them in a grievous Ser- 
vitude for forty Years together. This fixth Slavery 
began about feven Months after the Dignity of Judge 
had been united with that of High-Prieft in the Pcrfon 
of £/f, who was of the Family of Itbamar^ the youn- 
ger Branch of AaroiC^ Houle, into which the High- 
priefthood had been tranQated from the elder one of 
Ete^fzar, It may feem furprifing that the People 
Ihould have continued fo long free from Defeftion du- 
ring the Adminiftration of Lay- Judges, and fall into 
Idolatry under the Government of a High-Prieft : But 
EU 13 particularly recorded for his Indolence and Re- 
miisnefs, efpecially towards his two Sons, whom he 
fufftr'd to run into the greateft Excefles of Debaixrhe- 
ry and Irreligton, to the Scandal of all Ifrael*. How- 
ever, he was the only Ruler the Ifraelites had during 
this long Thraldom, and feems to have been chofen 
by God as the propereft Judge for them at that Time •, 
for, as he was known to be incapable of undertaking 
my thing for their Deliverance, he was the fitteft to 
withdraw their ufual Confidence in human Strength, 
and make them look up to Heaven for Relief. Ac- 

cordingty. 
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oordingty, when the Weight of their Affliftions had 
bcoi^t them to a juft Senfe of their Tranfgrefnons, 
God was gracioufly pleafed to fend them a Deliverer. 

The Perfon we mean was Samp/on^ who was won- 
)derful from his Conception to his Death. He was the 
Son of Manoab^ a Naove of Zorah in the Tribe of 
Van^ and of a Mother whole Name we no where find 
in Scripture. This Woman was barren and had no 
Children ; but an Angel appeared to her while (he was 
alone, and aiTiireil her chat fhe (hould be the Mother 
of a Son, who fliould be^ to deliver Ifrael out of 
the Hands of the Pbiliftines. This Promifc was after- 
wards renewed by the divine Meffenger, and accom- 
plifh'd at the Time appointed ; and even in his Youth 
the Spirit of God began to appear in Sampfon^ ena- 
bfing him to give fome extraordinary Inflknces of 
Strength and Aftivity. How he troubled the PfeV/- 
fiines for twenty Years, flew a thouiand of them with 
the Jaw-bone of an Afe, and was at length betrayed 
into their Hands by a treacherous Harlot, ihom and 
bereaved of his Strength and Eyes, become the Ob- 
jcS of their Scorn and Revenge ; and how, after near 
a Year's miferable Servitude, he buried with himfelf 
all the Philifiine Nobles under the Ruins of a magni-' 
ficent Structure ; thefe are Particulars fo well known, 
that the bare Mention of diem is fufficient for our 
preient Purpofe. 

Though this extraordinary Slaughter of the Phi- 
Mine Nobility did not put an End to the Slavery of 
the Ifraelites^ yet it infpired them with fre(h Courage 
to attempt the regaining their Liberty; but their hor- 
rid Wickedncfs proved an invincible Obftacle to their 
Succefs. Being repulfed in an Attempt againft the 
Pbiliftines^ they took it into their Heads to. bring the 
Ark of God into their Camp, in hopes, at leaft, that 
it would ftrike a Terror into their Enemies, and prove 
a Means of their future Succefs; but the Confequer * 
was, that they loft both the Battle and the Ark, r - 
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Pbilijlines having flain thirty thoufand of their Foot, 
among whom were the two Sons of £//; and the old 
Prieft, upon hearing the difmal News, cfpecially of 
the Captivity of the Ark, fell backwards from' his 
Seat, broke his Neck, and died immediately, after h^ 
had been the fupreme Magiftrate of Ifrael for forty 
Years. 

Upon the Death of £//, the Government came in- 
to the Hands of the Prophet Samuel^ a Man of un- 
common Zeal and Courage, and fit to reduce the If- 
raelites from their abominable DefedHon and Idolatry. 
He took occafion, from the People's affembling in 
great Multitudes about the Ark, (which the Pbil^ines 
had been forced to fend back again on account of the 
Plagues they fufFer*d^ to exhort them very earneftly 
to renounce their idolatrous Practices, and to devote 
thcmfclves entirely to the Worfhip of the true God ; 
on which Condition only, they might expeft a fpeedy 
Deliverence from the Yoke of the Pbilijlines. Th? 
People readily complied, and afterwards aflembled 
themfelves at Mizpeb according to his Appointment, 
where they faded, pray*d, confefs'd their Sins, and 
flicwM all the Tokens of a fincere Repentance. This 
unufual Meeting gave Umbrage to the Pbilijlines^ 
who iiiimediately took up Arms, and came up againft 
them ; but upon SamueFs Sacrifice and Interceflion for 
the Ifraelites^ God was pleafed to fend fuch a Si^rm 
of Thunder and Lightning, as quite difcomfited their 
Enemies, whom they purfued, and made a great 
Slaughter. After this Vidory the Land enjoy^ a 
profound Peace all the remaining Time of SamuePs 
Government, hnoft part of which was employed in the 
Adminiftration of Juftice, for which Purpofe he took 
a Circuit every Year round a great Traft of the Coun- 
try: But, growing in Years, he appointed his two Sons 
to execute that Office; who, degenerating from their 
Father's Example, became fuch mercenary and cor- 
rupt Judges, that the Eiders of Jfrael came in a Body 

to 
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to Samuely complaining of Ae Grievances tfiey lay 
ander, and demanding to have the Form of Govern- 
Hent changed, and a King infti tilted among them, 
IS there was in other Nations. This Demand was far 
From being agreeable to Samuel \ but, having con- 
Tulted God upon it, he was commanded to comply 
writh the People's Rcqueft, though not without prc- 
rtoudy reprefenting to them, in the ftrongeft Terms, 
he many Mifchiefs and Inconveniences that would be 
iie Confequencc of a kingly Power. All his Remon- 
Irances and DiffuaCves, however, availM nothing; 
the People perfifted in their Demand, and Saul was 
(bon after anointed and procl^m*d King of IJrael by 
God's Appointment. 

The Beginning of SauFs Reign was profperous c- 
lough, but having offended God in feveral Inftances, 
lie was provoked to remove the Kingdom from him 
ind his Pofterity, and to give it to a more worthy and 
fiithful Perfon. After he had fat upon the Throne 
ibout feventeen Years, his Army being totally routed 
by the Pbilifiinesj he chofe to rulh upon his Sword, 
and put an End to his unfortunate Life, rather than 
fall into the Hands of his Enemies, from whom hs 
jxpeftcd the moft cruel Treatment, 

After the Death of Saul^ David repairing to He- 
hyn was anointed King over Judab by thofe of that 
Tribe, who came to him in Multitudes j whilft Jhter^ 
SauFs General, took his Son IJhhJbeih^ who was then' 
forty Years old, and proclaimed him King over Ifrael 
at Mabanaim. But IJhboJhetbj after a mort Reign, 
being flain by Baanab and Recbab^ all the Tribes of 
Ifratl fent their Deputies to David^ acknowledging 
liis Title, and prominng him Allegiance j {q that now 
lie was anointed King over all the Tribes, after he had 
reign'd at Hebron^ over that of Judab only, for the 
Space of fcvcn Years and fix Months. Being thus in- 
veftcd with full regal Power, and having a brave Ar- 
my^ he made his firft Expcditioa a^i^ *}eru^tm\ 
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where Jcab dittin'gyixth^d himfelf by taking the Fort of 
Sion by Aflault, which till that Time had been thought 
impregnable. David enlarged the Buildings of the 
Place, and from that Time made it his Refidence^ 
calling it the City of Davtd\ whilft Joab repaired and 
beautified the old City Jebus^ or Jerufalemy and fur- 
rounded it with a ftrong Wall; from whence it be- 
came the Metropolis of Judea. I cannot pretend to 
Enumerate all the Enterprizes and Viftories of Dmnd\ 
but in general it may be laid, that he was a valiant and 
warlike, as well as pious Prince, and was fucceisful 
in his Wars againft the PbiUftines^ MoabiteSj Ama- 
lakiteSy Edomites^ Syrians^ and other Enemies j from 
whom he took fuch a vaft Quantity of the richeft 
Spoils, (Part of which he never failM to dedicate to 
the Defign of building a Temple) that the Wealth 
which he left behind him is almoft beyond Belief. 
God was pleafed to exprels his Approbation of Da^ 
vid^s pious Intentions of erecting a magnificent Fa- 
brick for religious Worfhipj but as he was a Man of 
War, and had often defiled his Hands with Blood, 
the divine Wifdom thought proper to refervc that 
Work for his Succeffor Solomon^ whofe Reign was 
blefs*d with a profound Peace, and himfelf with ex- 
traordinary Affluence and Profperity. David died in 
the 70th Year of his Age, after he had reign'd thirty- 
three Years over all the Tribes of Ifrael. 

Soon after Solomcn*s Accefllon to the Throne, he 
fet about executing his Father's Defign of building a 
Temple to the Lord-, in which he received great Afl>- 
ilaAce, as has been already obfcrvM, from Hiram 
King of Tyre^ who had alfo maintainM a ftrift Friend- 
fhip and Alliance with David, To carry on this (hi* 
pendous Work with the greater Eafe and Speed, So^ 
lomon caufed an Account to b^ taken of all the Canaau- 
itesj and other foreign Slaves, that were in the Land^^ 
who were found to amount to 153,600; of whom he 
appointed yo^oo to carrj ItoatcA^ %o j^^^y^ xs^ Vmm 
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rimber and Stone in the Mountains, and the remain-, 
ing 3,600 to be their Overfeers. Befides thefe S tran- 
ters, who were under the Dircftion of fome of his chief 
^cers, he levied 30,000 Men out of zWIfraely whom 
he appointed to work on Mount Libanus one Month in 
three, 1 0000 every Month, under the Infpeftionof-^^/- 
rm: Thefe were likewifeemploy*d in hewing of Wood, 
Marble, and other Stone, which was afterwards wrought 
by the Tyrian Mafons and Carvers, and being convey'd 
to Joppa by Water, was carried from thence to Jeru^ 
fakm. Whilft thefe were preparing, Solomon^ who 
had been ftill adding immenfe Quantities of Gold, 
Silver, precious Stones, and other rich Materials, to 
thofe wnich David had laid up before his Death, put 
them into proper Hands to be wrought into an almofl: 
infinite Variety of Ornaments, In a Word, fuch was 
the Number of Hands employed,' and fuch the Dili- 
gence of the Workmen and Overfeers, that Solomon 
was able to lay the Foundations of this vaft Strufture, 
which we have already defcribed, in the fourth Year 
of his Reign, which was the fecond after David's 
Death, and the four hundred and eightieth after the 
Departure of the Ifraelites out of Egypf ; and in little 
more than feven Years the whole Fabrick was com- 
pleated. But though in the former Part of this Prince's 
Reign we meet with nothing but what gives us the 
Siigheftldea of his Wifdofm, Rcty, and Magnificence; 
^cthow differently did he appear in the Decline of his 
Lifte! And Solomon^ renown'd for his WifJom, be- 
loved of God, and admired by all the World for his 
excellent Virtues, became at laft fuch a Slave to the 
Paflion of Love, that he ventured to many a furpriz- ^ 
ing Multitude of ftrange Women, without Diftin6:ion 
3f Nation, Country, or Religion, and without the 
ieaft Regard to God's exprefs Command^ to the con- 
trary, till at length he fuffered himfelf to be feduced 
into all manner of Idolatry. The Number of his 
Wives amounted to feven hundred^ bc(\dii6%vhte^!cixxcv- 



224 ^^ Travels of \Holj 

dred Concubines^ or Wives of the fecond Rank ; and 
his Complaifance for them wentfo far, as to build Al- 
tars and Temples to their feveral Deities ; inibmuch 
that the Neighbourhood of Jerufalem^ if not the City 
itfelf, was fiU'd with Idols and Temples ; and the 
Mount of Olives was defiled with two Altars, one to 
Cbemojh the God of Moab^ and another to Mohcb the 
God of the AmmonUes. Such a fliameful Apoftafy 
was highly difpleafing to the Almighty, who accord- 
ingly let Solomon know, that his Ingratitude would coft 
his Succeffors the Lofs of his Kingdom, the Tribe of 
Judah excepted, which he would leave them, in con- 
fidcration of his former Promife to Davids for whofe 
Sake he alfo forbore to rend the other Tribes from 
him till after his Deceafe. Whether this Denunda- 
tion awaken'd him to Repentance, or whether he died 
immerfed in his Idolatry and Luft, the Scripture does 
not inform us, nor are the Learned at all agreed. He 
died in the fortieth Year of his Reign, and about the 
fifty eighth of his Age, and was buried in the fiately 
Sepulchre of his Father David. 

He was fucceeded by his Son Reboboam^ who had 
three potent Adverfaries to deal with. The firft was 
Hadad King of Edom^ the fecond Rezin King of Dtf- 
mafcus -, and the third, and moft dangerous of all, 
was Jerobcam, a bold enterprizing young Epbraimite^ 
whom Solomon had formerly made Overfeer of his 
Buildings. This Man had been told by the Prophet 
Jbijabj that God would give him the ten Tribes 
which were to be fent from Solomon^ SucceflTors ; and 
either upon that Account, or for fome particular Mif- 
demeanour, he had been forced to fly into Egypt toa- 
^ void the King's Refentment, where he probably con* 
certed with the King of Edom about caufing an Infur- 
rcftion in Ifrael. As foon as he heard, therefore, that 
Reboboam was upon the Throne, he returned finom 
Egypi to watch an Opportunity of putting his Dcfigns 
in JSwcucioDi and foon iw^i >n\x]\ qcvc as favouiahle a% 
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he could poflibly dcfire. Reboboam was gone with hi J 
Court, and all the Elders cf the Tribes, to receive 
their Homage at Sbecbem\ but they refiifed to ackr 
nowledge him, unlefs he would promife to redrefi 
fome Grievances, which they complained they had la- 
boured under in the Reign ox his Father. The young. 
Prince, inftead of liftening to the faJutary Counfel of 
thofe who advifed him to make the People fome gra- 
cious Promifes, anfwer*d them in a haughty Tone< 
That he defign'd to govern them wkh greater Sevc^ 
rity than ever his Father had done ; and that, if they, 
dared to murmur, he would ufe Scorpions inflead of 
Whips to chaftife their Infolence. This imprudent 
Anfwer provoked them to fuch a Degree* that they 
difclaimed all farther Allegiance to the Houfe of Da- 
vid\ and haiang murdePd jldoram^ whom the King 
had fcnt to appeafe the Tumult, ten of the Tribes de^ 
cllred for Jerohoam. After this Outrage committed 
upon his Miniiler, Reboboam thought it high time to 
confult his own Safety, by flying with all Speed to Jr- 
rufalem ; by which Means he fccured the two Tribes of 
Judab and Benjamitty and raifed an Army of a hun- 
dred and eighty thoufand chofen Men, in order to re- 
duce the reft to their Obedience : But while they were 
on their March, the Prophet Sbemaiab came and ac- 
quainted them, , that this Revolt of the IfracUtes was 
from God, and perfuaded them to defift and return 
home, which they did accordingly. Thus was this 
great and flourifliing Kingdom, almoft in its Infancy, 
fplit into two Parts, which ever afterwards went under 
different Denominadons^ the one being call'd the 
Kingdom cf Judab^ and the other the Kingdom of Ifra^ 
tU whereas the latter included tlie whole before this 
memorable Defcftion. 

These two Kingdoms fubfiftcd, in oppofition to 
each other, till Salmanefer having deftroy'd Samaria^ 
und carried away the ten Tribes caprive, put an End 
to the Kingdom of IfraeU two hundred and fifty fiiiir 
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Years after its Separation from that of Judab. During 
this Period the Kings of Ifrael and Jwiah^ as well as 
their refoeftive People, were fometimes pious and 
zealous for the Wormip of the true God, and fome- 
times immerfed in all manner of Idolatry apd Wickcd- 
nefi. Their Suceeffes were confequently various, be- 
ing fometimes under the Blefling and Protedtion of 
Heaven, and at other Times drawing down upon 
themfelves the heavieft Judgments ; now vidtonous 
over their Enemies, and then again overpowered and 
diftrefsM. 

The Kingdom of i/rtfrf was deftroy'd in the Reign 
of Hojhea^ but that of Judab fublifted till the Time of 
Zedekiaby when Nebucbadnezzer befieged and took Je- 
rufalem, and, after having plundered it, order'd the 
Temple, Palace, and the whole City to be fet on fire, 
and burnt to the Ground. The Walls, Towers, and 
other Fortifications were demolilh'd, and all the Jews^ 
down to the very common People, were carried away 
Prifoners beyond the EupbrateSy except fome few of 
the bafer Sort, who were left to till the Ground and 
drefs the Vineyards ♦. As for the unfortunate Z^if- 
kiabj after he had feen all his Children cruelly butcher'd 
before his Face, lus Eyes were put out, and he was 
fcnt in Chains to BabyloHj where he finifli'd his Days 
in a Prifon. This was the dreadful End of that glo- 
rious Kingdom, and of the Jeivijh Monarchy, after it 
had ftood four hundred and fixty-cight Years from the 
Time that David began to reign over it, three hun- 
dred eighty-eight from the Revolt of the Ten Tribes, 
and a hundred thirty-four from the Excifion of the If- 
raeliUJb Commonwealth ; having enjoyed the Sun- 
ftiine of the Divine Proteftion, which nothing could 
have eclipfecl, but the almoft conllant and horrid In- 
gratitude of the People, and their invincible Itch of 
imitating the Idolatries and Sorceries of other Nations. 

• 2 KifrgS>iXy. 12. 
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The Term of fcventjr Years, which had been pre- 
fixed by the Prophet Jeremiah for the Continuance of 
Judabh Capdvity, (and which muft be coa^uted 
from the firft Time of Neiucbadnezz£a^% taking JerU' 
fiiemj when Daniel and his Companions were earriied 
away to Babylon) being come to a Concluf:on, and 
Cyrus being in full Poffefllon of the Perfian Empire, 
he publifh'd a Decree, whereby he gave free liberty 
to the Jews to return into their own Country, and to 
rebuild the Houfe of the Lord at Jerufalem. He: al- 
fo ordcr'd his. Treafurcr to reftore the facred Vd&ls^ 
which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the former 
Temple and brought to Babylon \ and wrote Letters 
recommendatory to the Governors of fcveral Provin- 
ces to affift the Jews in their Undertaking. 

By the Encouragement of this Decree, the Jews 
foon gathered together in order to return home, to the 
Number of forty-two thoufand three hundred and 
fixty, cxclufive of their Servants, who were feven 
thoufand three hundred and thirty (even more ; ^o 
that they amounted in all to forty-nine thoufand fix 
hundred and ninety-fcven Perlbns*. The chief Lca^ 
ders of thefe returning Captives were Zeruibabel and 
Jejbuaj the former deicended in a direft Line from the 
Regal, the latter from the pontifical Family. 2erub^ 
babel was made Governor of the JLand by a Commit 
fion from Cyrus, and Jejbua of courie fucceedcd to the 
High-priefthood -, and with them were joined feveral 
others, as Affiftants, for fettling all Affairs both in 
Church and State. 

About fourteen Months after their Return from 
Captivity, the Jews laid the Foundations of the fc- 
cond Temple, in the carrying on of which Work they 
met with great Obftrudion fixun the Samaritans \ 
B^ho, though they could not alter the Decree that Cy^ 
Tus had made in favour of it^ yet by Bribes, and un-* 

* Etana ii. 64, 6$. 
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defl^and-'Dealings with his Minifters, they in a great 
Meafure defeardi ks EfFed ; fo that the fiuilding went 
flowlyon for feveral Years, and upon the Death of 
the prophet DameU (who was a powerful Advocate 
for his Countrymen at the Perfian G)urt) and aftef^ 
wards: of their great Beneiador Cjrus^ it was quite in- 
termitted, until the fecond Year o^ Darius the Son of 
Hyfiafpes^ when it was re-affumed, and finifliM in the 
fixth Year of that Prince's Reign ; its Dedication be- 
ing celebrated by the Priefls and Levites^ and all the 
Congregation ot Jfrael^ with great Joy and Solem- 
nity, 

Upo!Y the Death of ZerubbabeU the Adminiftration 
both of Civil and Ecclefiaflical Affairs devolved upon 
Ezra ; but in the twentieth Year of Artaxerxes Longi- 
vumusy Nebemiabj who was one of that Prince's Cup- 
bearers, obtained Jjeave to go to Jerufalm^ and a full 
Cbmmiffion (as Governor of the Province of JiuLem) 
to repair the Walls, to fet up the Gates, and to forti- 
fy the City again, in the fame Manner it had been 
before it was difmantled by the Babyloniam. To do 
him the greater Honour, tne King ordered a Body of 
Horfc to elcort him to Jerufalcm ; and wrote to all 
the Governors of the Provinces on this Side the Em- 
fbrales^ to give him all poflible AiTiftance in hjs Un- 
dertaking.. In a Word, tnis pious Jew executed cveiy 
Part of his Commiffion with incredible Zeal and A&i- 
vity; and, at the Expiration pf the Time that was 
allowed him, returned to Babylon according .to his 
Promife. 

' SoMB Time afterwards Nebemiab came again to 
Jerufalem^ and fet himlelf about reforming feveral 
Abufes which had crept into the yewtfi,C\ivat)x and 
State during his Abfcnce. How long hp lived is un- 
certain, but fcon after his Death the People relapfed 
into their former Corruptions; for which ilcafim WQ 
find Malacbi^ the laft Prophet under the Law, and who 
muA have lived in the Time of Nfbemifib^ reproving 
*. .. ' •- I the 
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die Pricfts for their Tniquitv and. fcandalous Lives, and 
upbraiding the People with their Neglcft of the Wor- 
(hip of God, their Refufal to pay their Tithes and 
Offerings, their divorcing their own Wives and mar- 
rying flrange Women, and their Inhumanity and cruel 
Uiage of their indigent Brethren ; the very fame E- 
normities that this good Governor had laboured to re- 
form. 

The pious Nebemiab was the laft Governor that 
de Kings oi Perfia fcnt to Jerufakm\ for after his 
Death Jud^ea^ being added to the Prefc^urc of Syria^ 
-was fubjefted to the Rulers of that Province-, and, un- 
der them, the Adminiftration of all publick Af&irs, 
both CivU and Ecclefiaftical, was committed to the 
High-Prieft; which made that Office much more co- 
veted than it ufed to be, and fometimes tempted thoie 
to invade it who had no Right to the Dignity. 

Thz Jews continued fubjeft to the Perfian Empire 
till it was dcftroyM by Alexander the Great; who ha- 
ving vanquifli'd Darius in two pitched Battles, taken 
his Mother, Wife, and Children Prifoncrs, over- run 
Syria and Pbanicia^ and made himfelf Matter of Tyre^ 
march'd from thence to Jerufakm^ with an Intent to 
punilh the Difobcdience of the Jews^ who refufed to 
nibmit to him whilft Darius was alive, to whom they 
had taken an Oath of Allegiance. In this imminent 
Danger Jaidm the High-prieft was ordered by God in 
a Dream to cloath himfelt in his pontifical Robes, and 
with the Priefts alfo drefs'd in their proper Habits, and 
the People in white Garments, to go out of the City 
and meet the approaching Conqueror. Jaddus obey'd 
ehe divine Command j and the Solemnity of the Pro- 
ceflion, efpecially the awful Appearance of the High- 
prieft, had fuch an Effect upon the angry Monarch, 
that his Refentment was immediately foftcn'd into a 
religious Veneration, and being conducted into Jem- 
falem^ he ofFcr'd Sacrifices to God in the Tempir, 
where Jaddm (hew* J him the Prcph-tics of .7)^^/ 
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rekting to the Overthrow of the Pirfian Empire by a 
Grecian Kin^j which confirmed Alexander in the C^i- 
nion that he himfelf was the Perfon whom Heaven 
had chofen for that Piirpofe. Before he left Jerufalem^ 
te granted the Jews a Toleration to live according to 
their own Laws and Religion, and an Exemption from 
the Payment of Tribute every feventh Year, when 
they were forbidden to till their Ground-, and having 
lignified his Pleafure, that if any oF them had a mind 
to ferve in his Army he would readily receive them, 
and permit th^m to obferve their own Cufloms and 
Way of Worfhfp, great Numbers lifted themfehncs 
in his Troops, and followM him in his Expeditions. 

After the Death of Alexander^ and the Divifion 
of his Empire, Jud^a frequently chans'd its Matters, 
being almoft iailemately fubjedt to the Kings of Egypt 
and Syria^ according as their Arms prevailed, till the 
cruel Reign of Antiocbtis Epiphanesy who proved a 
very terrible Enemy and Perfecutor of the Jexoi/b Na- 
tion. This Syrian Monarch, among other Inftances 
of his Rage and Severity, publifli'd a Decree, com- 
manding aU the Nations under his Dominion to for- 
fake their ancient Rites and Ulages, and to conform 
to the Religion of their Prince; but though this was 
cxpreJsM in general Terms, it was chiefly defign'd a- 
gainft the Jews^ whom the King was abfbkitely deter- 
mined to deftroy. The Officer, who was fcnt lo fee 
this Decree put in Execution, was nanied Atbemtus^ 
on whofc Arrival at JcrufaUm all Sacrifices to the God 
of Ifrael were fufpended, and all the Rites of the 
Jfj^ijh Religion. The Temple itfelf was dedicated 
to Jupiter Olympius^ (whofe Image was kt up on the 
Altar of Burnt-Offtrings) and all the People obliged 
to oflfer Sacrifice to him upon pain of Death. In 
ftiort, no manner of Cruelty was omitted, to force the 
Jru,K^ to abandon their Religion and turn Idolaters^ 
but though many of thofe unhappy People yielded to 
fAe Viojence of- the Perfecution, yet fcveral continued 

innexi- 
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inflexible, and chole to fufier Death, rather than to 
forfake the Law of their God ; among whom the moft 
memorable are Eleazar^ an ancient Scribe, and the 
heroick Salcmona and her fcven Sons, whofc Story is 
fo well known as to need no Repetition *. 

To make head againft this terrible Perfccution, 
and to work Deliverance for Ifrael^ it pleafed God to 
raile up Mattatbias^ defcended from Jfmoneus^ a Prieft 
of the Courfc of Joarib^ from whom the whole Fa- 
mily had the Name of Afmoneans. Being join'd by 
great Numbers of Jews^ who had a juft Concern for 
their holy Religion, he ventur'd out of his Faftnefles 
to which he had retirM, and, going round the Cities 
of Juddh^ he puU'd down the heathen Altars, re-efta- 
blim'd the true Worlhip, caufed the Children to be 
circumcifed, cut oflf all Apoftates that fell in his Way, 
and deftroy'd all Perfecutors wherever he came. Be- 
fore Mattatbias*^ Death he call'd together his five 
Sons, Jobn^ Simon^ Judas^ EUazsr^ and JonatboHy and 
having exhorted them to (land up valiantly for the 
Law of God, and to fight the Battle? of IJrael with 
Course and Conftancy, he appointed Judas to be their 
Captain, and ^imon to be their CounfeUor ; and fo gave 
up the Ghoft in the hundred and forty fixth Year of 
his Age, very much regretted by the faithful IfratU 
ites.' 

.^ His Son Judas (firnamed Macceb^us) was furpriz- 
ingly fuccelsml in his Wars againft the Enemies of 
his Country, defeating in the firft place Jpcllonius^ 
who was Governor of Samaria under Jniiochus ; and 
afterwards Serony who was flain and kili*d in Battle, 
as Apollonius had been before him. With a handful 
of Men he like wife vanquifli'd and put to flight the 
Army fent againft him under the Command of three 
eminent Generals, Ptolemy MacroKy NicanoTy and Gor- 
gias. After this, having Intelligence that I'imotheus 

♦ Sec 2 Mace. cb. vi. and vii. and Jofepku: de Maccaba:u, 
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He was fucceeded in the Command of the Jewijb 
Anpy by hi§ Brother Simon^ who obtained from Be- 
metrius Nicanor a Grant of the Sovereignty of Juiaa^ 
on Condition of affifting him againft the Ufurper Trjr- 
"phon. On the fame Account Mtmhm Sidetes^ aUb 
made Simon very large Promifes, which however he 
was fo far from performing when he was fettled on 
the Throne of Perfia^ that he concerted, or at kaft 
was privy to, the moft abominable Meafures to brmg 
about Simon*s Deftruftion. Simon had a Son-in-Law 
named Ptolemy ^ who form'd a Dcfign, which he com- 
municated to Jnfiochusy of ufurpinjg the Government 
of yud4fa to himfelf ; and to this End he invited Si- 
mon^ and his two Sons Judas and Mattatbias^ to an 
Entertainment; and whilft they were drinking and 
making merry, he bafely caufcd them all to be aflaf- 
finatcd. 

The ambitious Views, however, of this execrable 
Murderer were happily difappointed, John HyrcanuSj 
a third Son of Simonhy being declared High-Prieft 
and Prince of the Jews in the Room of his Father. 
Antiocbus^ taking the Advantage of Simon's Death, 
invaded Jud^a^ drove Hyrcanus out of the Field, and 
fo clofcly befiegcd him in Jerufalemj that he was 
forced to fue for Peace, and capitulate upon difho- 
nourable Terms. But afterwards, during the Divi- 
fions and Difturbances that happened in die Syrian 
Empire, Hyrcanus took an Occafion not only to en- 
hrgc his Territories, but to fhakc off all Subjcdtion 
to that Monarchy, and to render himfelf entirely in- 
dependent. He deftroy*d the Samaritan Temple on 
Mount Gerizim^ and at lad the City of Samaria itfclf. 
He conquered the IdumaanSj and obliged them to cm- 
brace the Jewijh Religion. He alfo renew*d the Al- 
liance with the Romans,, which had been made by his 
Father Sinion^ and obtained from them greater Pri- 
vileges and Advantages than ever the Jr^vs hod en- 
joy *d before. 

0»r 
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On the Death of HyrcantUj who left five Sons be- 
hhid him, Ariftobulus the cWeft Ibccecded his Father 
both in the Pontificate and temporal Sovereignty, and 
was the Brft in Judsa that aflfumed the Diadem and 
Title of King fince the Babylonijb Captivity. His 
Mother, in virtue of Hyrcanus's Wiil, made fome 
Prctcnfions to the Government; on which account he 
imprifon*d her, and caufed her to be ftarved to Death. 
He alfo put all his Brothers under the like Confine- 
ment, except Antigonusy who was his great Favourite, 
and at firft admitted to a Share in the Government; 
but foon afterwards his Affeftions began to cool, and 
he took away his life upon a fiilfe Accuiation. He 
entered into a War with the Itwrnams^ and having 
fubdued the greateft Part of them, he forced them to 
embrace Judaifm^ as his Father had the Idunueans fome 
Years before. 

Immediately after the Death of Ariftobulus^ his 
Widow Salome releafed the three Princes out of Pri- 
fon, in which her Hufband had kept them during his 
Life-time ; and Alexander Jannaus^ the cldeft of them, 
was placed on the Throne, He put his next Brother 
to Death, who had endeavoured to deprive , him of 
the Crown; but as for the youngeft, nam'd Abfalom^ 
who defir'd to live quietly in a private Condition, he 
granted him his Favour and Protcftion. This Prince 
befieged Ptolemais^ but to no purpofe, and was after- 
wards defeated by Ptolemy Latbyrus, King of Cyprus % 
however, Cleopatra Queen of Egypt came to his Af- 
fiftance, with whom he concluded an amicable Alli- 
ance. After this he took Gadara^ the ftrong Fortrefe 
of AmathuSj the City of Gaza^ and other Places; 
maintained a fix Years War againft his rebellious Sub- 
jects, during which Time above fifty thoufand of 
them loft their Lives; and, having been fuccefsful in 
fcvcral military Enterprizcs, he died at laft at the Siege 
of Ragaba. 

He 
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He left behind him two Sons, llyrcanus and jiri- 
Jicmus ; but he decreed by his Will, that his Widow 
Alexandra ihould govern the Kingdom during her 
Iife> and chufe which of the Sons (he thought fit to 
fucceed her. According to her Hulband's Advice, 
ihe g^vc up hcrfclf and her Children entirely to the 
Dircdion of die Pbarifees, who were then in great 
Eftecm, and who may be faid to have had the entire 
Management of Affairs during the Reign of this Prin- 
cels» which gave them an Opportunity of opprefling 
and perfccuting ail tiiofc who were of the oppo&te 
Party. 

When Alexandra was eftablifli'd upon the Throne, 
flic macie Hyrcanus High-prieft, and upon her Death- 
bed declared him her Succeffor; but Arifiobulus had 
taken care, duiing the Queen's Ilinefs, to form fuch 
a ftrdng Party in his favour, that Hyrcanus found hinv 
fcif obliged to refign both the Crown and the High- 
pricfthood to his Brother, and to fubmit to live qra- 
cdy upon his own private Fortune. Hyrcanus^ how* 
cvtr, at the Liftigation of AnHpater^ applied to Aretas^ 
King of Arabia Petr^tu for Afliftance to reinlhtc 
himillf in his King Jom ; and having obtainM a Sup- 
ply of fifty thouland Men, he gave Battle to Arifto* 
iulusy and gained a compleat Viftory. But notwith- 
flanding this Defeat, Arifiobulus kept Poflefllon of the 
Kingdom till Pompey cnter'd Juaaa with a Roman 
Anny, made him his Prifoner, took JerufaUm^ and 
reftored Hyrcanus to his Pontifical Dignity, as well as 
CO his temporal Power; though he could not permit 
him to wear a Diadem, and obliged him to pay an 
annual Tribute to the Romans. 

POMPET liaving fent Arifiobulus^ and his two 
Sons Alexander and Anligonus^ Prifoners to Rome, Ju- 
iUa might have expefbed a lading Tranquillity; but 
Alexander finding Means to efcape, returned home, 
an.i began to raifc fome Forces againft Hyrcanus \ 
wiiicli, liowcvcr, were foon routed by Gahinius^ the 

Rowan 
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Governor of Syria^ and he himfelf had his 
luck off at yiniiocb by Pompey^ Order. /JW- 
and his Son /tntigonns^ aftx^r they hiul been five 
It Rcme^ having likewife made their EfcapCi 
L into Judita^ where the former endeavour*d to 
ie(h Troubles; but Gabinius falling fuddeniy 
im, before he was preparcxl to make a lufli* 
sfiftance, took him Prifoner, and fent hitn back 

Reme^ where at length he was poiibnM by 
• Pompefs Party. Some time after this^ /Ar/f- 
he youngeft Son of Ariftobulus^ obtain'd ao 
rf" Partbians to afllft him in recovering his Fa*- 
Lingdom; by whofe means he took Hjrcamtt 
\ cut oflf his Ears, (to render him incapable 
Highpriefthood) and then delivered him to the 
w, who carried him to Seleucta. From thh 
4tUigonus afTum'd the Title of King, though 
cknowledged by the Jews: Nor dkl his Reign 
>vc two Years, for Herod^ who was created 
F Jud^ta by die Raman Senate, made War a- 
him, (hut him up in Jerufalem^ and having 
limfelf Mafter of the City, as well as of that 

1 Perfon, fent him in Chains to M. Antowf^ who 
him to be put to Death, after a formal Trial. 
;im ended the Reign of the famous Houfe of 
WLT, after it had lafted a hundred and twenty* 
:ars, from the Beginning of the Government 
IS Maccabeus. 

Hyrcanusy tlie only rightful Prince of Judaa^ 
I to his native Country upon the Death of .4ir- 

and for fonie Time lived contentedly under 
; Government, of whofe Greatnefa he had laid 
uidation, but who at lad bafely caufed him to 
to Death, upon a fliam Pretence of his holding 
nable Corrcfpr.n Jcncc. This litrody fumam'd 
J/, was the Son of AtUipater^ an Idunuccn ; 
! created King by the Power of M. Antony^ and 
'd by Augujtus. In his Reign the Kin^om 
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was more enlarged, and in greater Splendor than ever 
it had been fmce the Time of Sclomon. He rebuilt 
the Temple, which by length of Time, (having now 
ftood five hundred Years) as well as the Violence of 
Enemies, was in a decayed and ruinous Condition, In 
two Years he got together all proper Materials, and 
in nine and a half more the Strufturie was fo far fi- 
nifh*d, as to be fit for divine Service ; though, to 
carry on the Out-buildings, a great Number of Work- 
men were continued about it all the Time that our Sa- 
viour was upon Earth, and for fome Years after, /fo- 
rod was the firft Foreigner to whom the Jews became 
immediately fubjeft ; fo that the Sceptre being now de- 
farted from Judab^ God waspleafed to fend into the 
W^orld the promifcd Meffiab^ our bleffed Lord and 
Saviour, who was bom at Bethlehem in the thirty- third 
Year of Herod^s Reign, in the twenty-fixth of that of 
Auguftus from his Overthrow of Jntony at yiffium^ 
and (according to the exafteft Computation) in the 
four thoulandth Year of the Creation *. 



• This Calculation (which is 
Archbiftiop Ujler's) folN in ex- 
adlly with the Time where an 
old Tradition of the Jews places 
the Beginning of the Days of the 
Mejiab. According to that 
Tradition^ the World was to 
laft fix thoafand Years; two 
thoufand before the Law, two 
thoufand under the Law, and 
two thou(and under the MfJ^ah, 
This Tradition is of great Anti- 
quity, andefteemMasauthentick 
as any of the Sort ; but its pre- 
tendine to foretcl when the 
World Ihall end (which the 
Scriptures make a Secret that 
God has referv'd to himfelf) 
fuffidently ilicws its Vanity. 
However^ fiace th^ Jrwt have 



thought fit to place it among 
their moft authendck Traditions, 
it ferves againft them, firft, to 
prove the Time when acooiding 
to their own Dodbine the Mgf- 
/iT^ was to come; and {camdly, 
to conri^l them of their graft 
and moft perverfe Infidelity, ifl 
that they have now fuier*d abore 
feventeen hundred Yaan to c- 
lapfe, fince the Time which they 
themfelves affign for the Cdfli- 
mencement of the MeffiA^t Ap- 
pearance, and have not yet ac* 
knowledgjcd him in the Ptrfim 
tiiChrifi^ the Time of whofe 
Birth agrees fo exaAIy with their 
own Tradition. PrkUamx*t Cw- 
mShm, Vol. IV, p. gaa. 
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After Herod's t)tzth his Dominions were divided 
according to his Will, which was confirm'd by Augu- 
ftus. That Part of his Kingdom, which included Ju^ 
daa^ Idvmaa^ and Samaria^ he left to his eldeft Son 
Archdaus : To Philip he gave Juroniiis^ Tracbonitis. 
PamaSj and Batanca ; and Herod Aniipas had Galilee . 
and Per^a. Arcbelaus^ following the Steps of his 
Father, rendered himlclf fo odious to the Jews^ that 
they made a Complaint of him to /fugujbis^ who, up-i 
on a full Hearing both of his Crimes and "Vindication, 
deprived him of his Government, ' banifh'd him into 
Gauly and reduced his Dominions to the Form of a 
Rman Province, which was afterwards ruled by d 
Governor fcnt from Rome, who vras callM Procarator^ 
but in fome Cales was fubjeft to the Pt^efident or Go- 
vernor of Syria. Herod Anttpcs^ who put John the 
Baptift to death, and in whofe Reign our Lord fiif^ 
ft-r'd, was at length" tanilh'd himfelf, and his Domi- 
nions were given by Caligula to Herod III, fomam'd 
Agrifpa ; as werealfo thofe of his Uncle PbHip^ with 
the Addition of the Tetrarchy of Abylene in Syria^ 
which formerly belonged to Lyfanias. The fucceed- 
ing Emperor Claudius confirmed him in his Honour 
and Sovereignty, and alfo gave him Samaria^ Judaa^ 
and idumaay with all that had been fubjeft to hi^ 
Grandfather Herod the Great. This Pnnce was fuc- 
ceeded in Part of his Dominions by his Son Agrippa 
A£mrj before whom St. Paul pleaded his Caufe, and 
who was the laft that was call'd King of the Jews^ 
for in his Time the City of Jemfalem was deftroy'd by 
7ttuSj and the whole Kingdom reduced to a Kotnan 
Province, 

I SHALi. conclude this Summary of the Jevoifh Hi- 
(tery with a (hort Account of the Siege and Deftru- 
ftion of Jtrufaleth by the Romans^ one of the mpft 
Wcmorable Events in all Antiquity. Famines, Plagues, 
Earthquakes, ominous Voices, Armies and flaming 
Swords in the Air, were the fatal Prclagcs of the 
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Ruin of that glorious City and Temple ; and there 
never was the like fignal Inftance of Heaven's Vifita- 
tion of a People, who, by their obftinate Blindnefs 
and Impiety, were become milerablc Objedls of di- 
vine Wrath, and fully ripe for Vengeance. Vifpa- 
Jian^ having himfclf reduced moft of the Country of 
Judaa^ left the Management of the War againft the 
Jews to his Son Titus^ who with a powerful ArmVj 
and all Kinds of military Engines, iat down within Ux 
or feven Furlongs of jerufaim in the Year of our Lord 
70, a little before the Feaft of the Pajfover ) by which 
means he fhut up a prodigious Number of People^ 
come from all Parts tp that great Solemnity, io that 
their Provifions were in a Ihort Time confumed. 

Upon the Approach of 97/«i*s Army, the feveral 
JFaftions, into which the City was at that Time divid- 
ed* unanimouQy agreed to oppofe the common Enc-» 
my ; and accordingly faliying out with great Refblu* 
tion and Fury, they put the Romans into Diforder, 
and obliged them to abandon their Camp and fly to 
the Mountains s But the Jews were at laft repuUed and 
driven into the City by the Conduft and Valour of 
^itus^ who, in this and ail other Adtions during the 
Siege, fignalized himfelf in an extraordinary Manner. 

The City was ftrongly fortified with three Walls ; 
befides which, the Cadle of Anionia^ the Palace, and 
above all the Temple, were like fo many diftindb Ci- 
tadels. When Titus had fixM his Engines^ which 
was not done without great Oppofition, he batter'd 
the outward Wall ; and having made a Breach, on 
the third Day of May he enter'd and took Poflfeflkm 
of the North Qiiarter of the City, as far as the CafUe 
of Antottia and the Valley of Kedrm j which when he 
had done, he gave the Bcfiged all poQiblc Afliirances 
of Pardon and civil Treatment, in cafe they would 
fubmiti but they. Judging his Humanity to be the 
EfFeft of Cowardice, rcfufcd all manner of Conditions. 
Five Diivs after this, TUus broke through the fecond 

Waili 



LafuT] Charles TifoiifPSON, E/^; 241 

Wall; «nd though he was feveral times repulfed by 
the vigorous Salnes of the Befieged, he at laft pol- 
fcls'd himfclf of the new Lower City. His mcrcifill 
IXrpofition ftill continuing, he fent Jofepbus to his 
Countrymen to exhort them to yield ; but, notwith- 
fianding all his powerful Arguments and pathetick Per- 
fiiafions, he was entertainM with nothing but Scotfs 
and Reproaches; fo that fV/Kj from thence refolvM tb 
proceed with more Severity againft a People, who had 
Dcen perfidious to the highcft Degree, and were ob- 
llinate beyond E»mpte. Accordingly, when any of 
the Jews elcaped out of the City, (which many did 
on account of the Famine) and were taken by Rommu^ 
Hiius caufed them to be fcourged and crucified, and 
^t m fuch Numbers, that Room was wanting for 
Crofles, and Crofles for Perfons; intending by thi^ 
difinal Speftacle to terrify the Befieged, and induce 
Ch^m to lurrcnder. 

Om the 1 2th of A&jf, Tttas began four Mounts for 
his Battering-Rams, two near the Caftle of Antonia^ 
Where he was in hopes of taking the Temple, and 
two near the Monument of Jom the Hi^-prieft^ 
Where he fuppofed it would be eaficft for him tx> forct 
his Way into the Upper City; but, in two bold Sal- 
lies, the Befieged ruinM the Mounts, burnt fcveral 
Rams and other Engines, and broke into the very 
Gamp of the Romans. At length they were valiantly 
fepulfed by Titus^ who was refolv'd, in a Council of 
War, to iurround the whole City with a Wall or In- 
(renchmeht, both to hinder th^ Flight of the Befieged^ 
and to prevent their receiving any Relief; thereby 
exaftly verifying our blfcflfed Lord's Prediftion : The 
days JbaU come upon thee^ that thine enemies Jhall cqft a 
trench ab&ia tbee^ and ctmtpafs tbee rounds and keep thee 
in en ev&y fide'^. This Work, though near five 
Miles in O^mpais, was carried on with incredible Ce- 

* Lnh xbt. 43. 
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ferity, and finifli'd in three Days; but it made no Im- 
prefhon upon the Befieged, who flill continued to niakc 
an obftinate Defence. 

The Famine now began to r^e violently in the 
Cty, and fuch a Mortality enfued, that, from the 
14th of jifril to the firft of July^ 1 15,080 Carcafes 
of the poorer Sort were carried out to be buried oF 
the pubHck Charge; and fome Perfons who fled to 
Titus aflur'd him, that 600,000 were caft out of the 
Gates, and when the Numbers of the dead Bodies in- 
• created fo that ihey knew not how to difpole of them, 
they gatherM them together, and ihut tiiem up in their 
largeft Houfes. All this while the Famine increafed 
to fuch a Degree, that a Bufhel of Com was fold for 
fix hundred Crowns •, that Sinks and Holes were con- 
tinually raked to find the old Dung of Oxen for Food ; 
that Wives took the Meat out of their Huftand's 
Mouths, Children from their Parents, and Mother^ 
from their Infants; that old Men were driven fix)m 
their Vjftuals as ufelefs Perfons, and young Men 
tomir'd to make them confcfs where they had hoalded 
their Provifions; that the very Soldiers (who, it may 
be fuppofed, were the laft that would want) beg^ to 
eat Belts, Shoes, Skins, and Hay itfclf; and th^ta 
Woman of Quality even boil'd her own Child to cat 
if, an Aft fo deteftable,' that Titm^ after he had in- 
lifted upon his frequent Offers of Peace and Pardon 
to the Jews^ declared publickly, that he would bury 
that abominable Crime in the Ruins of their Country ^ and 
notfuffer the Sun tojhine upon that City where Mothers 
eat their own Children^ and where Fathers^ no lejs cuU 
fable^ reduced them by their Obftinacy to that Extre- 
mity. 

With this Refbludon he cut down all the Trees 
within a confiderable Diftance of JerufaUm^ and ha- 
ving with great Labour laifed new Mounts, on the 
firft of July he began to batter the Wall of Antonia. 
A Breach being made^ he enter'd the Caftle on the 

fifth 
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fifth of that Month; and purfucd the flying Jewi even 
to the Temple-, which when he had done, both he 
and Jofephus again exhorted them to furrender, but to 
nb purpofe: They obftinately rcfufed all Terms of 
Accommodation, adding, that thty bad rather endure 
the worjl of Mferies. A few Days after this, Titus 
CTcftcd otncr Mounts, whereby he overturnM the 
Foundations of yfntaniaj and made an eafy Afcent to 
the Tempk; and having feized the North and Weft 
Portico's, or Cloyfters, of the outward Range of the 
Temple, he fet them on fire, as the Jews did other 
Portico's, to hinder the Rowans from making their 
Approaches. On the eighth Day of Augufi^ when 
Titus perceived that the Walls of the Inner Tempic 
were too ftrong for his Battering-Rams, and there was 
no PoflTibility of undermining them, he determin'd 
upon that from which Reverence had for fome time 
reftrairt'd him, which was to fet fire to the Gates, yet 
. Hill with an Intent, if poffible, to fave the Temple 
kfelf; but fb it fell out, that a certain Roman Soldier, 
contrary to the Command of his General, caft a flam- 
ing Firebrand through the Golden Window into the 
Chambers and Buildings on the North Side, which 
immediately fet them on fire, and the Flames, not- 
withftanding the utmoft Endeavours to exringuifli 
them, (jpread throughout the whole Fabrick, and con- 
fum'd the moft magnificent and beautiful Structure that 
ever the World beheld. 

The Sight of this extreme Misfortune put a killing 
Damp to all the Courage and Fury of the Jews^ who, 
having now loft the great Jewel for which they chiefly 
fought, did not think their Lives worth enjoying any 
longer. The loud Outcries and milerable Lamen- 
tations of the People ecchoed from all the adjacent 
Mountains-, and many famifti'd and expiring Pcrfons 
made (hift to lift up their dying Eyes, and to bewail 
die Fate of the once glorious Temple. In the mean 
tdmc the Roman Soldiers purfued their Victory with 
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^1 ima^nable Fury and Revenge^ cutting in {uecesall 
that they found about the Tcinple, and fetdng fiit to 
the reft of the Buildings; in one of which ixx tho^ 
fand Men, Women, and Children^ who had been de- 
hided thither by a falfe Prophet, perifh'd miierably in 
the Flames. 

In this Confufion the iedidous Jews found Means^ 
to efcape into the City, where they defired a Parly 
with the Rmum General, who highly condemned them 
for their Obftinacy, but neverthelefs promised then 
their Lives upon immediate Submiflioii. They re- 
fofed, however, to rely upon his Promife, and de- 
manded Liberty to depart the City with their Wives 
and Children; at which ^us was fo exafperated, that 
he caufed Proclamation to be made, That they wire m 
ht^er to expeH atty Mercy. Accordingly he permitted 
his Soldiers to bum and plunder all the Lower Qty;: 
but the Chie& of the factious Parties retiring to die 
King's Palace, where great Numbers had depoficed 
their Wealth, defended themfelves ohftinately againft 
the Romans. They likewife barbaroufly flew above 
l^ght thoufand of their own Countrymen, and, carry* 
ing away all the Money and Treafure, betook theoEi- 
felves to the upper and ftrongeft Part of the City, 
caird SioHy fituated upon a fteep Rock, where they, 
threatened to defend themfelves to the lad, and there* 
tyrannized with more Cruelty than ever; till TUus ha-. 
ving rais'd his Batteries, and made a Breach in the 
Wall, they loft all their Courage* and in great Con- 
ftemation abandoned the Towers, which were their 
only Strength, and in vain Ibughc to efcape by hiding 
themfelves in Vaults and Privies; from whence both 
John and Simon^ two Ringleaders of their difierent 
Factions, were dra^M out, and the former condemn^ • 
to perpetual Imprifonment, whilft the latter was le*. 
ferv*d to grace the Triumph of the Roman General. 

The Romans became Mafters of all the City on S^ 
tardaj the eighth of September^ snd ranging up and 

down 
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down in the Streets, kill'd aH that came in their Way 
without Diftinftion, till the narrow Paflages and Alleys 
were choak'd up with Carcafcs, the Kennels ran with 
Blood, and the whole was involv'd in one general Con* 
flagration. To this faul End was the famous City 
of JemfaUm reduced, after a Siege of about five 
Months, in the fecond Year of the Reign of Vefpa^ 
JoHy and thirty-feven Years after our Lord's Cruci^ 
fixion. There perifhM in this memorable Siege no 
lefs than x,ioo,ooo Perfons, and 97,000 were taken 
Prifoners; befides 237,490 more, (according to /o- 
fiphns) who fell in tne preceding Wars. At laft, 
when the Soldiers had glutted themfelves with Rapine 
and Bloodlhed, ^itus order'd them to lay the Walla 
of the City and Temple, and whatever had efcap*d 
the Flames, level with the Ground; which Order was 
fo punftually ooccuted, that (except three Towers, 
which for their Strength and Beauty were left as Mo- 
numents of die City's Statelinefs to Pofterity) the 
Whole was laid fo flat, that the Place look'd as if it 
had never been inhabited; our Saviour's Prophecy 
being thus accomp]i(h'd, that one Stone of it Jbould 
not remam upon another'*. 

Thus ended the Jewifh State and Oeconomyi and 
their Couimy, which had for fome Time beengovem*d 
by the Rommu as Friends and Ptotedors, was now 
cnflaved, and its Inhabitants banilh'd, fold, and dif- 
pcifed throi^hout all Parts of the World; whereby 
the ancient Rediftion of the Sceptre's departing froik 
Judab was cOmpleady ftilfiU'd, though it was in fome 
mealure accomplifli'd under Herod the Great, as has 
been before oblerv'd. But the laft and mod dreadful 
IXlperfion of the Jews did not happen dll the Reign 
of the Emperor Mrian^ fixty-Iix Years after the De- 
ftruftion of Jerufalem by Titus \ for, having entered 
into a Rebellion againft the Romans under a falfe Mef- 

f Mattb. niv. 2. Luh lix. 44. aad «». 6. 
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Jiahy they were at length totally fubdued, five hun- 
dred and eighty thoufand of them being flain in fe- 
veral Battles and Skirmifhes, and their whole Land 
laid wafte and defolate. Thofe who furviv'd the ge- 
neral Ruin were fold in incredible Numbers, of all 
Ages and Sexes, in publick Markets appointed for that 
Purpofe. Many of them were tranfported into Egypt^ 
where fome periftiM by Shipwrecks, fomc by Famihe, 
and others were (lain like Beads by the Pagans. In a 
word, they were banifh'd for ever from their native 
Country, and their whole Race forbidden to fet foot 
on it, or come within View of Jerufalem, even from 
the higheft Mountain, upon pain of immediate Death ; 
and thus they became Soiourners and Strangers in all 
Nations, Fugitives and Vagabonds throughout the 
Earth, and to this Day remain, as Monuments of the 
]uft Judgment of God, a fcatter*d and defpifed Peo- 
ple. 

From this final Difperfion of the Jewifi Nation, 
Jerufalem^ which had been rebuilt by Adrian and call'd 
jElia Capilolina, was inhabited chiefly by Romans and 
Foreigners, having Temples and Statues in it ercftcd 
to the Heathen Deities, which contmued (landing till 
the Time of Conjlantine the Great, when Chriftianity 
was firft eftablifhM by human I^ws. That Emperor 
built feveral Churches in Jerufakmy and his pious Mo- 
ther Helm is faid to have founded no Icfs than two 
hundred ChuFchcs and Monafteries in fuch Places of 
the Holy Land^ as were noted for the Birth, Miracles, 
and SuiTcrings of our Saviour, or for the Refidcncc 
and Adlions of the BlelTed Virgin, the Prophets, and 
Apoftles. In the Year 615, the PerfiOns n>ade them- 
fclves Mafters of this Country under thctr King Chef- 
roes II. but were foon expell'd by the Emperor Hera- 
cliiis. It was again conquer'd in the Year S^y by 
Omar I. Caliph of die Saracens ^ who kept Poflcfllon 
of it (except during Part of the Reign of Charlemagne) 
till .the Year 1079, when they were cxpcU'd bjr the 

Turks^ 
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^urks^ who lorded it in their (lead with equal Tyran- 
ny. At length Pope Urban II. caufed a Council to 
be held at Oermont in France^ wherein he follicited 
the Princes of Chriftendom to undertake the Recovery 
of the Hofy Land from the Hands of the Infidels ; 
upon which began the firft Croifade'^^ or bofy JVar^ as 
it was caird, no lefs than three hundred thoufand 
Men engaging in that Service under feveral Leaders, 
who drove the Turks before them, took moft of the 
ftrong Towns of Syria^ and in the Year 1099 made 
themfelvcs Mafters of Jentfalem. The City was then 
offtr'd, with the Title of King, to Robert Duke of 
Normandy^ Son of William the Conqueror, who de- 
clin*d the Honour, in Expeftation of the Kingdom 
of Ef^nd: But Godfrey of Bouillon^ Duke of Lor- 
rain^ the chief Commander in this Expedition, ac- 
cepted the Offer with a religious Joy; though he re* 
fufed to have the Crown placed on his Head at the 
Time of his Inauguration, faying, // was not ft for 



• This Word b ufed to fig- 
iiify an Expedidoii againfl Lm- 
dels and Hereticksy particularly 
againd the Tieris for the Recove* 
ry of Fdtjtim ; m which vaft 
Numbers fiMrmerly engaged 
themfelves out of Devotion, the 
Popc*s Bulls, and the Preaching 
•fihc Clergy of thofe Times, 
Kprefendng it as a Point of 
ConTdence and a meritorious 
Aftion. Thofe who intended 
ID go on this Erxand dilUnguiih'd 
themiUves by wearing Crofles of 
diftrent Colours on their Cloaths, 
tjiofe of the tnglijh being white, 
the frmch red, the fltmijh 
man, the Girmam black, and 
Uie liaiimu yellow ; and from 
hence, as well as from theCrofs 
they bore in their Banner, comes 
the Nieune pf Qcj/aJtor CruKU' 



do. They reckon eight Croi- 
iades for the Conqudl of the 
Hatf Land, or fome Pkrt of it ; 
the firft undertaken in 109^, at 
the Coundlof Gby^Mif \ the fe- 
cond in 1 144, under Imcix VII ; 
the third in 1 188, by Henry II. 
o{ England, and fhilif At^ftui 
of Fran€i \ the fourth m 1 195, 
by Pope Ciltfiin III, and the 
Emperor Henry VI ; the fifth 
publiihM in 1 198, by Order of 
Innocentlll, wherein the Fr/«ri&, 
Germans, and r/»r//<Mr/ engag- 
ed; the fixth under the fame 
Pope, in I z 1 3, which ended in 
the Rout of the Chriftians ; the 
feventh refolT*d at the Council 
of Lyens in 1 24^, and underta- 
ken by S. Lonis ; the eighth, 
which was the fecond of S. Louis ^ 
and the laft of 1^, in 1268. 
0^4 a 0)t\- 
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H Cbrifiian Prince to wear a Crown of Gold in that Gty^ 
where the Redeemer of the IVorld '(fiore one of thorns. 

This new Kingdom of Jerufalem fubfmcd e^hty-* 
eight Years, under a Succeffion of nine feveral Princes, 
of whom the above-men tion'd Godfrey was the firft, 
and Guj of Lujignan the ]aft; for in the Year 1 187, 
the third of that King*s Reign, not only Jerufalem^ 
but the greateft Part of the Hofy Land^ was fubdued 
by the victorious Saladiu^ Sultan of Egy^\ whofe 
SuccefTors maintained their Ground till 15179 when 
Selimus I, the *Turkifh Emperor, added both Pakjiine 
and Egypt to the Ottoman I>ominions9 to which they 
fUIi continue annexed. 

By tliis time, perhaps, the Reader will think he 
has been fufficiently detained at Jerufalem^ from which 
. City wc departed on IVednefday the firft of May 17349 
after we had made a handfome Prefent to the Con- 
vent for our Entertainment, and received from the Fa- 
ther-Guardian Certificates of our having vifited all the 
holy Places*. We fet out at Six in the Morning, 



* Dr. Foiothe, a late Travel- 
ler, has obliged ms with a Form 
of one of th^fe Certificates, 
lyhich I have here tranlbibcd 
for the Satif-fafkion of the Curi- 
ous. •* Frater Angelicus dc 
*f GazolOy ordiuift Minorum re- 
*' li^ofa^ obfervantix fan^i pa- 
•* tns Doftri Fnmeifci , leftor 
** theotogiiTy tlmae obfervan- 
'* tium provincial Bonooise pa- 
*' ter, U congregationis de Pro- 
** psg;inda Fide rcfponfalis, mif- 
*' fioiuim ^gypti 6: Cypri prae- 
** feAi!S| in portibus Orientis 
" miilionarius 9l commifijuiut, 
•• totiusTerrje Stoax cuftot, & 
*• Monti* Sion, nee non fandif- 
**i5mi fcpulchri Domini nortri 
•• Jefu Chrifti guardiani>8 Sc fcr- 
'* vus^ umv«r£s & fuiguhs Chri- 



** ftifiddibashaapraeTenteslite- 
** jas in^)eAuris, leduriii,&au« 
*' dituris, ialutem in Domino 
** fempitemam. Noveritis per- 
'' illaftrem domminn dotninuin 
'' A. ft. natione AnglasB, devo* 
'^ donii causa, ^beptia pere- 
" grinatione ad fiuOa Piladllins 
" & Judxae loca, pnefcntii it 
** fan(tiflim& converlatione SiU 
" vatoris ac Domini noftri Jefii 
** Chrifti condecoxala, anno i 
'* nativitate ejufikDi Domini no- 
** ftri Jefa Chrifti millefimo fep- 
^* tingentefimo trigeAmooAavo, 
'* die verotrigeiuna mcnfisMar*- 
<<tii, JerofolTmam af^mlifle} 
'' inde fubfequentibut diebus 
" prasdpoa loca, ieu fimdna- 
*' ria in aaibus openta font 
** noftne itoempdonii mytaVy 
and 
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and in Ids than three Hours arrived at Emmaus^ which 
is about fevcn Miks North- Weft from Jerufalm^ in* 
habited by jlrabs^ who obliged us to pay a Caphar. 
C>ie may perceive here the Ruins of an ancient Ca- 
ftle, and alio of a Church erected by Paula^ a Romm 
Lady, on the Spot where the Houfe of CUepbas ftqod^ 
in memory of our Saviour^s being known there to his 
Diiciples in breaking of Breadf; This Place was 
formerly the See of a Biihop, under the Metropolitan 
of C^farea^ but is now dwindled to an inconfideiable 
Village. 

After having taken fome Refrefhmcnt by the Side 
of a Fountain, we continued our Journey, and about 
Four in the Afternoon arrived at RamOj or Ramula^ 
anciendy AHuMbea^ twenty-four Miles diftant from 
Jerufaimj add twelve from Joppa. This Town 
ftands on a little Eminence in the Midft of a Plaint 
the Streets are narrow, and the Houfes contemptible; 
but there are feveral Ruins, efpecially of Chriftian 
Churches, which are fo many Monuments of its once 
better Condition. Here are likewife the Remains of 
a Monaftery built by Philip the Good^ Duke of Bur^ 
gwufyy for the Accommodation of Pilgrims, which 



** utpote Calvarium, Sc fepul- 
«f chnwbc&tsB MaiisB virgbis^in 

*' Sion & in n)09)te Qliyeu, caite- 
** raquCy five intra five. extra or- 
** bia Jeruialem mcenia iita, & 
<* quae in Bethlehem, ubi Salva- 
'^ tornafci dignatas eft, Sc circa 
'< Bethlehem, & in via Bethle- 
'f hemitica, qux in montana Ju- 
*' dane, ubi beata virgo (idutavit 
** Elizabeth , ortumque habuic 
*' nagnus propheta & praecurfor 
** Domini ; item &.quae in Na- 
** zareth ac universa oontinentur 
«' GaliLdl, & reb'qua alia loca 
«* cjufilem Domini noflri JcTa 



'' Chrifti geftu memorabilia, ac 
*^ in via Siim»w pie Sc deiK>te 
*' vifitaiSi: In quonm ^nuiim 
'' Sc fingulorttin fidpre, hm ^9r 
** ftras teftimoniales dedimua 
'* propria manu fiibferqptasy ac 
" figillo officii noftri monitaf. 
** JeroTolyrois, innoflro conven- 
'* tu S. Salvatorif, die a8 A- 
" prilis 1738. 

••Prater Anoblicvs di 

** Gazolo, goardianus 
L. S. ** iacri mo&tit Sion, U 

*'aifios totiof Terras 

"Sanaac" 
f I«i# xxiv. 3o» 31* 
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ftill retains the Name of Siim^Houfe^ and belongs fo 
the Francifcan Convent at Jerufaltm. Several Eterth 
peans refide in Ramaj who trade chiefly in Oil, Soap» 
and Cotton, 

The next Morning, about Ten o* Clock, we came 
to JoppAy now calPd Jaffk^ once a confiderable Place, 
but reduced at prcfcnt to an infignificant Village, coti- 
fifting only of a few Cottages, and Grottos cut in the 
Rock, fome Warehoufes, and two little Towers which 
command and defend the Harbour. It is in reality 
the Port to the neighbouring Town of Rama\ but 
the Haven is neither fafe nor commodious, nor deep 
enough to admit Ships of any great Burthen. Joppa 
is reckoned a very ancient City, and fome think it was 
built by Japbet^ and from him call'd Japbo, The 5y- 
riims had a Garrifon here in the Time of the Macca- 
bets\ and, having a Fleet in the Harbour, invited two 
hundred of the principal Inhabitants on board, and 
drown'd them ; which bafe Treachery was revenged 
by Judas^ who burnt their Fleet, and put the Men to 
the Sword. It was twice taken by the Romans^ and 
the laft Time burnt to the Ground. On the Rocks 
hcrcabopts (according to the poetical Fiftion) Andr^- 
meda was chained*, and expoled to a Sea-Monftcr, 

* The Beauty of i^lfu^-^MTi^, py Situatkm, are prettily de- 
and the Snrprizeof P/iyhu when icribM by OuU, who has girem 
Jie difcover*d her in tlus iinhap- us the whole Stoiy. 

f^uamjimul ad duras reUgatam brachia cantis 
^£t Abantiaiis^ mfi quod Uvis aura capillos 
Mmverat^ & ttpido mauarant humnafiju^ 
MarfmreuM rahu ejftt opus. Trabit infciui ignes^ 
Etftupetx far, ^Ja corrrptus imagine formtt^ 
famjuas quatere ift oblitus indirefennas. Metam. L. IV. 

Chained to a Rock (he flood ; young Perfom ftayM 

His rapid Flight to view the beauteous Maid. 

So fweet her Frame, fo exquifitely fine. 

She ie6m*d a Statue by a Hand divine» 

Had not the Wind her waving Trefles fhow'd. 

And down her Cheeki the melting Sornm-s flow'd. 

which 
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^hich was kiU'd by PerfeuSy who fct the Virgin at 
Liberty, and married her: But Ovid^ contrary to other 
Writers, makes Ethiopia the Scene of this Stofy. It 
was ztjappa that the Prophet Jonah embark'd*, when 
he fled from the Prefence of the Lord, who had com- 
manded him to go and preach Repentance to the Pto- 
ple of Nineveh. In this Town alfo Peter raifed 7i- 
bitha to Dfetv and in the fame Place he had his VI- 
fion of the Sheet full of all Sorts of Animals let downT 
from Heaven t. And here, according to Tradition, 
Mary Magdalen^ Martha^ and their Brother Lazarus^ 
were by the Jews put on board an old (hatter'd 
Bark, and committed to the Mercy of the Winds and 
Waves. 

Having (laid two Days at Joppa^ we got a Pailage 
in a fnull ycffcl laden with Soap, bound to Damiata 
in Egypt. We fet fail on the 4th of May with the 
Wind at North-Eaft, and on the 6th in the Morning 
we found ourfelves within fix Leagues of the Egyptian 
Coaft', which the Seamen knew, not by a Sight of it, 
(for it lies too low for that) but by the Depth of the 
Water, it being about the fame Number of Fathoms: 
And another Sign of our approaching the Land was 
the founding Plummet's bringing up the black (limy 
Mud of the JV?&, which fettles at tne Bottom of the 
Sea, to the Diftance of fcvcn or eight Leagues from 
the Mouths of that River. Towards Noon we came 
to an Anchor about two Leagues from the Land» 
where the Ships ufually ride, the Mouth of that Branch 
of the Nile^ on which Damiata is fituated, being 
choak'd by two Banks of Sand, that make the En- 
trance very difficult. Befides, the People of Damiata^ 

Her faaltlcTs Fonn tke Hero's Bofom fires ; 

The more he looks, the more he (till admires: 

Th* Admirer almoft had forgot to fly. 

And fwift defcended, fluttering from on high. Evsdbb. 
• Jonah I 5. % AStX. lO, II, 12. 
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in order to encourage their own Navigation, will not 
iiifier the Ship-boats of Strangq^ to come up the Ri- 
ver^ but all Goods are carried to and from the Ship* 
mag by open Boats belonging to the Town, in the 
Mature of our Ei^lijb Lighters. In one of thefe 
Boats therefore, which came to unlade our VefleU we 
were carried to Bmmaia^ where we landed in the £• 
Teningy and lodg^ at the Houfe of air Italian Mer- 
<hant» not far figm the River. 
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YPT and ARABIA 



> AMI AT A ftands on the Eaft Side of the 
Nik^ about four Miles diftant from the Sea^ 
and has been generally miftaken for the an« 
cient Pelufium % whereas that City is now 
^nebj and is fituated upon another Branch of . 
ver South-Eaft from Damiataj the great Lake 
rZr being interpofed between them. This Citf 
e, but moft of the Buildings are mean ; hOw* 
[do not pretend to give a particular Defcription 
: Place, as we had not an Opportunity of idew- 
irith Freedom ; for die Inhabitants air certainly 
!>ft ill-natured Ptople in the Turkifib Dominions, 
rve fuch an Averuon to the Europeans^ that a 
jer cannot go into any of the Streets, except 
Jiat are chiefly inhabited by them, without be- 
rulted. At the North End of the Town there 
le round Tower, built of hewn Stone, which 
robably the Work of the MamaluhtSj after they 
/d Damiata from the Chriftians. It is one of 
oft confiderable Cities in Egypt for Trade, vafb 
ities of Rice and Coffee being exported from 
m all Parts of Turkey •, and abundance of To- 
iaiported from Latikea*^ and Soap from the 
Kit Syria and Paleftim. 

r, Sbmu tells us, that the felvcs chiefly in the iiior« profi- 

Hits of the Country near table Culture of Tobacco. He 

in ^^'a have of late neg' adds, that this ii a very coniuie* 

loth their Com and their rable^ and indeed the only Arti- 

rds, and employ them- de of Trade^ which hath in a 
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Having hired a Bark to carry us to Cairo^ we left 
Damiata on the 8th in the Morning; and, the Wind 
being brifk, we had very pleafant Sailing up the 
River, and the Profpcfl on each Hand of us extreme- 
ly delightful. Nothing, indeed, can be imagined 
more beautifiil than the Country on each Side of the 
Nile, efpecially this Branch of it; a furprizing Num- 
ber of Villages, with^ Groves of Palm-Trees round 
chem, fucceflively prefenting themfelves to our Sights 
tod the Whole being one continued Scene of Fruit- 
fiilnefs and Plenty ; though May is not the mod ad- 
vantageous Seafon to take a View of Egypt:; Decemier 
being the Month when it appears in its greateil Beau- 
ty 

The Day following we pafsM by a large Town 
caird Manfoura^ on the Eaft Side of the River, which 
perhaps is the ancient 5j»/j, the Zoa7t of the Scrip- 
tures*, from whence this Branch of the Nile was 
nam'd the 7j»///V Branch. During the Holy War, the 
Chriftian Forces were twice defeated near Mdnfourgi 
the firft time when the Earl of Jrtois was drown'd, 
itnd tlie brave Earl of Salijbury died fighting on his 
Knees, the Troops being all cut to pieces. Their 
fccond Overthrow was when the French engaged with 
Lewis the Ninth at their Head, who was tsucen fti- 
foncr, and Damiata was given up to the Egyptians as 
a Part of his Ranfom. 

Proceeding on our Voyage, we pafs'd by Sam- 
menud on the Weft, and foon afterwards Aboufir^ two 
confiderable Towns; for I purpofely omit the Names 
of moft of the Villages, wnich are ulmoft innumeia- 
ble. Farther up, on the Faft Side, we came to Benal- 
haffar ; to th^ North whereof are evident Tokens of 

few Yean fo greitly enriched no fmall Diminution of that, 

that City; for th^re ire annually Branch of Trade at AiMhr. 

IhippM oflTfrom thence, to Da- .^Jkaw^s Trai/elr, p. 365. 
miaia and Scwidarta^ more than * Nttm^, xiii. 22. 
twcDty tboufimd Balesy to the 

an 
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an ancient Gity, Vvhich perhaps was Bubaftus^ famous 
for the Worfhip of Diana^ who had a Temple there, 
and who was callM in the Egyptian Language Buba* 
fits. 

Leaving fcveral other Towns of Icls Note be- 
hind u$, we came to the Place where the Nile divides 
icfclf into two great Branches, one of them (up which 
we had failM) running North-Eaft to Damiata^ and 
the other North- Weft to Rofetto. That Trad of 
Land which is incloied by thefe two Branches of the 
River, and the Mediterranean^ was anciently call'd 
Delta from its tnangular Figure, like the Greek Let- 
ter of that Name, and is the moft fruitful Part of £«• 
gypt. There are likewife many fmallcr Branches, or 
rather Canals, from thefe two large ones, fome the 
Work of Art, and others of Nature ; but none of 
them, as far as I could learn, are navigable, except 
thofe of Rofetto and Damiata. As to the ancient 
Branches of the Nile^ fome of them have undoubtedly 
been choak'd up for want of being clean'd, and the 
Face of the Delta has undergone fo many Alterations, 
that it is very difficult, if not utterly impoflible, to fetT 
tie rhem at prefent. 

A LITTLE above the Delta^ about a League to the 
Eaftward of the Nile, is a Village call'd Mat tar ea^ 
near which are the Ruins of Heliopolis^ the On of the 
Scriptures^ a City of great Antiquity, and famous 
for its Temple dedicated to the Sun, the chief Ob- 
• jcft of their Worfhip. They alfo worlhipp'd a Bull, 
under the Name of Mkevis ; as that Animal was a« 
dored at Memphis by the Name of Apis. The fmall 
Remains of this City lie North-Eail of Cairo j but con-^ 
tain nothing remarkable, except an Obeliflc, the Head 
of a Sphinx or two, and fome Stones adorn*d with 
Hieroglyphlcks. The Priefts of Heliopolis were the 
moft famous of any in Egypt for their Study of Phi- 
Ibfophy and Aftronomy, and were the firft that formM 

• Gor.sdi. 45, 50. 

the. 
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the Year, making it confift of three hundred and fix- 
tj Days, to which five more werfc added by Hetf^s 
Trijmegi/tus. It is very probable that the Country a- 
bout Heliopolis was the Land of Gojhen^ or of Ra- 
mefeSj inhabited by the Children of Ifrael\ efpeciaUy 
as Jefepbus makes that City the Place of the firft Sct- 
tkment of the Htbrews: And perhaps Caird might be 
Ramefesy the Capital of the Diftricb of that Name, 
where the JJratliits had their Rendezvous before their 
Departure out of Egypt. 

Thb Vill^e of Mattarea^ and the Country for two 
Miles South of it, is remarkable for the excellent Wa« 
ter that is found there, upon digging about four Foot 
deep, which is faid to be entirely free from Salt, and 
lighter than the Water of the Nile. It is certain^ 
that in any Part of Egypt^ by digging lower than the 
Surface of that River, Water may be found \ but it is 
generally brackilh, occafion*d by the Salmefs of thtf 
Earth through which it is ilrain'd. 
• In three Hours failing from the Btlta^ we arrived 
St Bulac^ where we landed, having been five Days in 
our PaflTage from Damiata. Bulac is^the Pbrt to the; 
City of Cairoy which fbinds about a Mife and a half 
to the Eaflward of. the Nik. It is near two Miles in 
Circumference, and has a Cuftom-houfe, with Many 
Warehoufes, and Kanes or Inns- for Travellers; but 
l)one of its Buildings are worth Notice, except one, 
which is a beautiful Bagqio. At this Place tire hired 
Afles to carry us and our Bs^gage to Cairo^ where we 
lodged the firft Night at an Inn, but afterwards at a 
frencb Merchant's during our Stay in that City. 

CAIRO^ ot Grand Cairo^ by the Egyptians calPd 
Al Mejfer^ is the Capital of Mddle Egyft^ and the Seit 
of the Turkijb Bafhaw or Viceroy of tne whole King- 
dom« It is a Mile and a han diftant, as I have al* 
ready obfcrvM, from the Eaftem Bank of the NUi^ 
and ftands in a Plain, having a Mountain to ^e Sblidir 
of it, upon which the ancient Caftle of the Btdy UH 

an$ 
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ms was fituated. Bulac^ whofe Extent was men- 
iion'd' above, lies a full Mile North- Weft of Grarii 
Cairo \ and Old Cairo ^ which is about two Miles m 
Compals, ftands higher up the River, a Mile and a 
half South- Weft of the City. . Thofe Travellers, there- 
fore,, who have given us fuch wonderful Accounts of 
the iExtent of Grand Cairo^ and the. Number of its 
Inhabitants, muft have included 0)d Cairo j BulaCy and 
perhaps all the neighbouring Villagesi in. the Compu- 
tation, ar^d even then have far exceeded the Truth j 
for Grand Cdiro^ or the Nr^ C/'/y,* properly fo call'd, 
is not above ten Miles in Circumference. We muft 
allow ir, however, to be exceeding populous; feveral 
Families, to the Number of twenty or thirty Pcrfonsi 
frequently living in a fmall Houfe ; and the Streets in 
the Day-time being fo crowded with People, that it is 
difficult to pals along. , . . 

The Streets of Cairo ^ as in rpqft of the Turki^ 
Cities, are very narrow and crooked; the wideft of 
them, which runs the whole length of the City, from 
one Gate to another, being no better than fuch as are 
ufually caird Lanes in London. ' This Narrownefe, 
however, is attended with one Convenience, that they 
can lay a flight Covering acrofs from the Top of one 
Houfe to another, whereby the Streets are agreeably 
fhadcd from the Sun jn the hot Seafon of^the Yean 

Very good Regulations are made in Cairo for the 
Security of the City, efpecially in the Night-time; for 
mbft of the Streets, at leaft every Ward or Diftri£t> 
nave Gates at each End, which are Ihut up as foon a$ 
it is dark, and every one of thefe Divifions is watch'd 
by three or four Janizaries ^ by which means Rob; 
peries are prevented, and all People obliged to retire 
early to their feveral Habitations. Some, little Streets 
conliii of Shops only; and they have feveral Beze- 
ftines, or Exchanges, which are likewifc fiU'd witli 
^hiops, thofe ,of the fame Trade being generally td- 
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gether; and all are lock'd up at Night, the Owners 
' retiring to their Houfes. 

' I HAVE long ago obferv'd, that the private Build- 
ings in the ^urkijh Cities make but a very indifferent 
Appearance; and the Obfervation holds particularly 
good with refpeft to thofe in Cairo. The Houfes of 
the common People are ufually buik of Sun-dried 
Bricks or Clay, and are two Stories high ; but thofe 
of the richer Sort are built of Free-ftone to a certain 
Height, above which is a Kind of Cage- Work, fome- 
timesfiird up with unbumt Brick; and, having few 
or no Windows towards the Street, they look quite 
difagreeably to one who has been accuflom'd to the 
Smropean Cities, where the Buildings have fomething 
of Beauty and Regularity on the Outfide, as well as 
Conveniency and Ornament withm. Moft of the 
Houfes have flat terrafsM Roois, on which the Inha- 
'bitants take the Air in the Summer-Evenings, 

The beft Houfes in Cairo are built round a Court 
or Square, and are richly furnifti'd and adorn'd.with- 
in, notwithftanding the Meannefs of their Appear- 
ance. Their Halls are generally paved with Marble, 
over which are handfome Cupolas, fometimes open at 
Top, to let in the Air; the Walls and Cielings of 
the principal Apartments fhine with Gold and Azure, 
the Sofa's are fumiflh'd with the richeft Velvet Cu- 
ihions, and the Floors cover'd with the fineft Carpets. 
We were admitted into one of thefe magnificent 
Houfes, faid to have been built by Babarites^ a Sul- 
tan of Egyfty who lived towards the End of the thir- 
teenth Century. The Entrance to the grand Apart- 
ment is by a fine old Door, fomething in the Gothic 
Tafte; but chiefly remarkable for two Hilars on each 
Side of it, which, though cut out of one Stone, are 
Wrought in fuch a manner, that each of them ap- 
pears like two Links of a Chain, hanging down from 
Oie Capital to the Bafe. The great Salon is in die 

Figure 
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Figure of a Gretk Crofs, with a Cupola in the Middle; 
and is wainfcotted ten Foot high from the Floor in a 
coflly and elegant Manner. All round the Top, to 
the Depth of two Feet, arc Arabic Inicriptions \ un-» 
derneath which arc Works of Mother of Pearl and 
fine Marbles, in the Form of fmali Arches ; and be- 
low this it is all done in Pannels, round each of which 
runs a Border of Mofaic Work, compofed of Pearl, 
Glafs, and (iich-Iike Materials. 

Several of the Bagnio's in Cairo are very hand-» 
fpmely 'adpm'd and fiimifh'd, being Places much re* 
forted to by the Mahometans^, both on account of 
their religious Purifications, and for the fake of Di* 
verfion and Refrefhmcnt. There are fome Bagnio's 
on purpofe for the Women, or certain Days fct apart 
for them only, when the Men are not admitted ; and 
thefe Times are an agreeable Refpite' to them, from 
that Confincnaent to which the Fair Sex is generally 
fubjedt in the Turkifi} Dominions : But, as I obferv'd 
in (jpeaking of Conftantinople^ the Ladies of Quality, 
and Wives of rich Men, are deprived of the Pleafure 
of frequenting the publick Bagnio's, having Baths pre- 
pared for them in their own Houfcs. 

The Number of Mofques in Cairo is quite incre- 
dible, but mod of them are poor little Buildings icarctt 
eight Yards fquare : However, many of them are mag- 
nificent Fabricks, and great Ornaments to the City^ 
That which feems to me to exceed all the reft, both 
as to the Solidity of its Strufture, and a certain ma- 
jcftic Statclinefs which ftrikes the Speftator, is the 
Mofque of Sultan Hajfan^ built at the Foot of the Hill 
whereon the Caftle is fituated. It is very lofty, and 
crown'd with a beautiful Comilh that projefts a great 
way, and is adom'd with grotefque Sculpcurcts. Its 
Figure is that of an oblong Square, and the Entrance 
to it is finely inlaid with divers Sorts of Marble, the 
Top of it being alfo embellifliM with Carvings after 
the Turkijb Manner. The Steps, by which it was for^ 
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the Bottom of it they make a Hole big enough to re« 
ceive the Corpie, where they depofite it, placing broad 
Stones againft the Hole, and then fill up the Grave 5 
for It feem» they hold it contrary to their Law, to 
throw ISarth upon the Body. 

But to proceed with our Defcription of Grand Cai* 
TO. The Kbalis^ or Canal, which comes out of the 
Nile near Old Cairo, runs quite through the City, and 
feveral Miles beyond it, and is probably the jimnii 
Trajamis of the Ancients. Near the Mouth of this Ca- 
nal there is a Mound or Mole, which they breakdown 
every Year with great rejoicings when the Nile rifes to 
a certain Height j and thereby the Water is convey 'd 
into the City, and from thence diftributed to the 
Gardens and the adjacent Country. There are fcvc- 
f»l Bridges over this CanaK but the Houfes on each 
Side of them intercept the View of it : However, it is 
quite djry fome Months in the Year, when it is as a 
street, and People walk along it from one End to die 
other. When it begins to be dry, it is no good 
Neighbour; a Stench arifing from it that is very offen- 
iive to thofe who live near it, and muft needs be un- 
wholefome. 

There arelikewift feveral Squares about the City, 
fotne half a Mile, fome three Quarters round, fo con- 
trived as to receive and hold the Water of the M/f, 
which is convey'd into them from the KJbalis when the 
River rifcs. Thefc Ponds or Lakes continue above 
half the Year, and afford an agreeable Entertainment 
to ths Inhabitants about them, who arc People of the 
beft Fafhion of any in the City, and frequently divert 
themlcilves in the Ev^'ning with their Ladies in fine 
Boats and Barges Concerts of Mufick, and fome- 
times Fire-works, add to the Amufement; and the 
whole is a delightful Sight to the Spedtators, eipeciai- 
ly thofe who view it from the Windows of the nc]g}^ 
bourip.g Houfes. When the Waters are gone off; 
the beautiful Scene is charigpd, and nottung but Mud 
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appears ; but this is foon fuccecdcd by a more plcafing 
view of green Comi and afterwards of Harvcft, in 
the Middle of a great City, and on thofe very Spots 
where Boats were failing a few Months before. 

The Caftle of Cairo ^ f;ud to have been built by ^a- 
ladsHj is fituated upon a rocky Hill, on the South Side 
of the City. It has two Entrances, both on the North ; 
one of them callM the Gate of the Azabs^ the other 
the Gate of the Janizaries. The Afcent by the for- 
mer is narrow, being all the Way cut out of the 
Rock ; but that by the Gate of the Janizaries i^ grand 
and fpacious. This Caftle is a Mile and a half in 
Compafs, and looks like another City, being furround- 
cd by high and thick Walls, ftrengthenM with Towers 
after the ancient Manner of Fortification ; but as it is 
commanded by a Hill to the Eaft, it does not appear 
capable of fuftaining a long Siege, whatever it may 
have done before great Guns were invented. On the 
Weft Side of the Caftle are Remains of very grand 
Apartments, fomc of which are cover'd with Dome^, 
and adom*d with Mofaic Piftures. It is probable 
thefe formerly belonged to the Sultans, and have been 
fmce inhabited by the Bafliaws ; but this Part of the 
Caftle is now taken up by a great Number of Artifi- 
cers who work for the Government, and are employ*d 
in weaving, embroidering, and preparing the Hang- 
ings and Coverings that arc annually fent tothe.Tcm- 
. pie at Mecca. 

From the higheft Ground in the Caftle, which is 
near a magnificent and fpacious Salon, commonly 
called Tcj/^Vi Hall^ we have a moft delightful Pro- 
lpe<5t of Cairo^ the Pyramids^ and all the adjacent 
Countries. Here perhaps was the Terrace to this 
grand Hall, which is now all open, except on the 
South Side, and is fnpportcd by p.bundance of large 
Columns of red Granite. Some of the Capitals are 
good Corinlbiariy others very plain, and fortie only 
mark'd out in Lines like leaves, .Each; JPillar has an 
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Arabic Sentence cut round it, and over the Pillars and 
Arcnes there is a Sort of wooden Freeze, filPd with 
Infcriptions in the fame Language. It is to be que- 
ftion*d, whether this Strufture was ever finifli*d, and 
therefore we may conjeftufe that the firft Row of 
Pillars in the Front were defign'd for a Portico. They 
feem to have been brought from fome ancient Build- 
ings, moil probably from Alexandria -, for Columns of 
one Stone were fcarpe in ufe among the Egyptians be- 
fore the Greeks came into that Country, who dlfplayM 
all their Art and Magnificence in the building of that 
•City. 

Near the Middle of the Caftle is a large Court, on 
the South Side of which are the Apartments of the 
Balhaw or Viceroy, and alfo the great Divan j in 
' which are to be feen fcvcral leathern Shields fattened 
together, each of them almoft an Inch thick, with the 
Javelin (licking in them, with which they were pierced 
by Sultan Amnratb^ being prefervM as a Monument 
of his Strength. Not far frorn hence is the Mint, 
where they coin their Gpld^ and fome fmall Pieces of 
three Farthings Value, callM Medines^ which are Bits 
pf Iron waftiM over with Silver. 
: In this Caftle they likcv/ifc pretend to (hew us the 
Prifpn in which y^/7)i6 was confinM ; but what has 
been reprefcnted by Travellers as the moft furprizing 
Curiofity of all, is the- Well which they call Jofepb's^ 
not perhaps from the Patriarch Jofepb^ as it has been 
' generally underftood, but from a Grand Vizier of that 
Name, who had the Diredion of the Work ^boiit fe- 
vcn hundred Years ago. However this be, the Well 
certainly defcrves the Attention of the Curious, and 
tiicrefore requires a particular Defcription. It is cut 
down through the natural Rock ; but the Storie indeed 
is foft, and it would have been more difficuk to have 
dug it if the Soil had been Earth or Sand, arid to 
have built. a Wall round within. Wc defcend to the 
Bottom of iiiis V7eU by a Staircafe that goes winding 

tQund 



Charles Thompson, Efq\ 265 

found it, above fix Feet wide, the Rock being left at 
Icaft half a Yard thick between this Paflage and the 
Well, by which we arc prevented from falling, or 
even looking into it, unlels it be through Holes that 
are cut to let in Light at convenient Diftances. The 
Defcent is very eafy, each Step being about fix Inches 
high, and five Feet broad ; but the Place is fo dirty, 
that in moft Parts the Steps are hardly perceivable. 
In this manner we go down to the Bottom of the 
ifirft Part of the Well, which is a hundred and fifty 
Feet deep ; when turning a little to the Right, we 
come into a large Chamber (if I may call it fo) cut 
out of the Rock, where Oxen, by means of Wheels, 
raife the Water out of the lower Part of the Well to 
the Bottom of the upper Part, from whence it is 
drawn to the Top by another Set of Oxen above. 
This lower Wall is not fo wide as the former, and the 
Defcent is difficult and dangerous, the Stairs being 
narrow, wet, and dirty, and no Partition left between 
them and the Well to prevent your falling. It Is 
likewife dug through the Rock, and is a hundred and 
twenty Feet deep, which added to the Number of the 
upper Part make two hundred and feventy Feet in all 5 
and yet this falls fhort of the Calculation of other Tra- 
. vellers. As the Bottom of this Well is probably on a 
Level with the Bed of the iV/7(?, or rather lower, it is 
conftandy fupplied with Water ; but, paffing tlirough 
. the fait Soil, it is not good to drink, being a little 
brackifh, and fit only for common Ufes-, however, it 
is diftributed in Pipes to different Parts of the Caflle, 
Having dcfcribed this Well, it feems natural to 
fay fomething of the AoueduA, by which a Supply 
of better Water is brought to the Caftle from the Ri- 
ver itfelf At the North End of Old Cairo is a plain 
but magnificent hexagon Building, each Side of it 
being above fourfcore Feet in length, and as many in 
height, faid to have been ereAed by Campion^ the laft 
but one of the Mamahke Kings of Egyft. It has an 
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rafy Afcent on the Outfide for the Oxen to go up, 
that airn the Wheels which raife the Water to the 
.Top of it from the Refervoirs below, into which it. is 
let from the Nile by a Channel cut for that Purpofe. 
Five Oxen, and the fame Number of Wheels, arc 
erhployM in drawing the Water to the Top of this 
Building, where it runs into a large Balbn, and from 
thence into the Aqueduft that conveys it to the Caftlc, 
The Aqueduft itfeif, which is built in the Ruftic Style, 
.makes a grand Appearance, though Uniformity has 
not been regarded in it, the Arches and Piers being of 
different Dimenfions ; but the latter are moftly about 
ten Feet wide, and the former from ten to fifteen. 
The Arches are about three hundred in Number*, 
•which are fome of them very lofty, but grow lower 
as they approach the Hill, where the Water running 
into a Refervoir is from thence raifed up to the CalUe 
by feveral Wheels one above another. 

To the South of the Caftle lies a kind of ancient 
Sid>urbs called Caraffa^ at the Entrance whereof are 
fome magnificent Tombs covered with Cupola's, fup- 
pofcd to be the Monuments of Egyptidn Kings, or 
of the Caliphs, the Relations of Mabomety who con- 
qiicr*d this Country •, and the People have fuch a Ve- 
neration for them, that they will not pernnit either 
Jews or Obrijlians to pafs by them without aTighting 
from their Affes, as an Expreflion of their Rcfpcft. 
Caraffa fcems to have been anciently a Sort of Univer- 
fity for the Study of Law and Divinity, but great Part 
of it is now in Ruins, efpccially the Colleges and 
Convents of Dervifes^ of which there were formerly a 
furprizing Number. About forty of thef * Religious 
now live together in a Convent at a Place call'd Cajfa- 
ratine^ a litd: way North from the Mouth of the Kba- 

♦ Travcllch are not agreed whereas Dr. Pococke makea 

as to the Number of thefe them only two hondred and 

ArcheSy Thtuiuot reckoning no eighty-nine ; and others vaiy 

ic& than three hundred and i&y, from both the& Cozoputadoos. 
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Us^ where there are fine Gardens plan ted with Orange, 
Lemon, and other Fruit-trees. Their Molque is a 
handfome fquare Building, cover'd with a beautiful 
Cupola ; and at the Entrance of it are hung up fevcral 
Curiofities, chiefly of the wonderful Kind, collefted 
by the Dervifes in their Travels ; particularly a Giant's 
Boot, a Pipe of an extraordinary Size, and fuch-like 
Trifles. 1 hcfe Monks afFeft an uncommon Sandity, 
and are civil and comntunicative to Strangers. They 
are net the dancing Dervifes^ of which Sort there are 
none in Efrypt^ if I am rightly inform*d. 

One Day we took the Pains to climb up to the Top 
of Jcbel Dufffy a Mountain which perhaps has been 
feparated by Art from that whereon the Caftle (lands* 
and by which it is commanded, as has been already 
obferv*d. At the Eaft End of it are feveral Grottos, 
fome of which are inacceffible, but thofe we could 
come at were Rooms of ten or twelve Feet (quarc, and 
pretty lofty. Here is likewife a Mofque which rakes 
its Name, as well as the Hill, from the Sheck Dutfi^ 
who was buried in it ; as were his Children at a litde 
Diftance from it, together with the Sons of fovoral 
Bafhaws. Not far from the Mofque is a folid Build- 
ing of Stone, afccnded by ten Steps, and about a 
Yard fquare at the Top, on which a Sheck (or Prieft) 
goes to Prayers upon extraordinary Occafions, as at 
the Commencement of a War, or when tiic Nile docs 
rife fo high as is requifite to make a plentiful Scafon ; 
and fuch Oratories they have about moft Towns in th« 
Turkijb Dominions. On the North- Weft Summit of the 
Hill, are two Caves cut out of the Rock, with IToles 
through the Roof to let in Light; and above thcfe is 
a Place to which People fr^-quently afccnd for the lake 
of enjoying one of the fincft Pro^pcfts in Egypt^ tak- 
ing in the Caftle and City of Cairo^ and all the Coun- 
try round, cfpccially die DeUa^ as far as the Eye can 
penetrate. We defcended the Hill on the North 
Side by a very eafy Way, pradticable by Camels 
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themfelvcs ; whereas tfie Afcent on the South is no- 
thing but a winding Foot-path up the Side of the 
Mountain, where it is ahnoft perpendicular. There 
is a Quarry of good Free-ftone in this Hill, which is 
much ufed in the Buildings of Cairo. 

After wc had pretty well fatisfied ourfelves with 
viewing what was mod remarkable in the City of Cai- 
ro and its Ncighbourhbbd, we determinM to crofs the 
Nile^ and pay a Vifit to the famous Pyramids, thofe 
wondrous Monuments of the Wealth and Grandeur of 
the ancient Kings oi Egypt, With this Intent we hir- 
ed Affes, took with us three Days Provilions, ai;d 
two Janizaries arm*d with Sword and Mufquet, each 
of us alfo carrying a Fowling-piece, as well for our 
Diverfion, as for a Security againft the Arabs. We 
let out betimes in the Morning lor Old Cairo^ where 
wc made a fhort Stay to take a View of the Granaries 
commonly callM Jofeph^^y which indeed are nothing 
but Iquare Courts encompafs*d with Walls about five 
Yards high, ftrengthenM with fcmicircular Buttrefus. 
Thcfc Courts arc filPd with Corn, brought down from 
Upper Egypt for the Ufe of the Soldiers, and diftribu- 
tod amongft them as Part of their Pay ; which, how- 
ever, they generally convert into ready Money. As 
the Granaries are open at Top, the Grain is covered 
"irith Matting •, but neverthelefs, the Birds fometimes 
find Means to come at it, for which a certain Allow- 
ance is made to the Keeper of this Magazine. There 
«s t flight Fence of Canes round the Tops of the Walls, 
which a Thief muft neceffarily break down before he 
can carry ofFany Corn ; fo that it fcems defign'd, not 
to prevent Robberies, but to give Notice when they 
have been committed. 

The Town of Old Cairo is the Port to the Nevr 
City for all Boats that arrive from Upper Egypty as 
Bulac is for thofe which come up from the Delta. In 
general the Buildings arc ruinons, but there arc many 
good Houfes in it, a^id the Inhabitants are prjetty i>u- 
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IS. Three or four Francifcans live here in a neac 
Houfc, belonging to the Convent of thofe Fa- 
at Jerujiilcm^ of whofe Welfare we gave them 
rounc. Near the South Comer of Old Cairo are 
Remains of an excenfive Structure, fuppofed to 
been a Sort of Cajlrum for the Roman Troops at 
7;>, which Town was probably fituated on a 
bpiiring Mountain, now call'd Jehufi^ and was 
cd by Ibme Captives who cfcaped from Babylon 
le Euphrates. This Caftle is at prefent caird 
iify is built of fmall hewn Stone intermixed with 
rs of Brick, and has fcvcral large round Towers, 
f which is converted into a Greek Nunnery. As 
inhabited by Chriftians, there are two or three 
ches in it; but fome Parts of the Building are en- 
• deftfoyM, and the reft in a ruinous Condition, 
iring often been the Refuge of faftious and rebel- 
Parties. 

ASTENiNG from Old Cairo^ we crofs'd the Nik 
the pleafant Idand of Roida^ (of which hereafterj 
e oppofite Village of Gize or Geeza^ where the 
int Memphis is generally fuppofed to have been 
ted, though die Ruins of that famous City arc fo 
plcatly buried or removed, that not the leaft Tra- 
dF them are now to be difcoverM. About ten 
rs to the Wcftward of this Place, upon a Ridge 
3cky Hills on the Borders of the Lybian Dcfcrts, 
Is thofe three vaft Pyramids, fo juftly the Admi- 
n of all that behold them. There are many o- 
i, indeed, difpcrft-d up and down; but moll of 
1 are fo much inferior in Bulk to any of the for- 
> that Travellers take little Notice of them, con- 
g their Oblervations chiefly to the three which 
!ar moft confulerablc. The Hill, on which they 
[ituated, rife with an eafy Afccnt from the Plains 
Igypt about a hundrcil Feet; and the Rock con- 
of fuch Frce-ftone as is ufed in tlic Pyramids 
nfclvcs. 

The 
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The largeft of thefe Pjrramids, which has fuffer*d 
Icaft by Time and Weather, is fix hundred ninety- 
three Englijb Feet fquare at the Bafis, and its perpen- 
dicular Height is four hundred ninety-nine Feet; but 
if we take it as the Pyramid afcends inclining, then 
the Height is equal to the Breadth of the Bafis, name- 
ly, fix hundred and ninety-three Feet, the Angles and 
the Bafe making an equilateral Triangle. The whole 
Area, therefore, of the Bafis contains four hundred 
eighty dioufand two hundred and forty-nine Cjuare 
Feet, which is fomething more than eleven Acres of 
Ground. 

This Pyramid is afcended on the Outfidc by Steps, 
which are from two Foot and a half to four Foot in 
Height, and broad in Proportion, being placed in fuch 
a Manner, that a Line ftretched from the Bottom to 
the Top would touch the Angle of every Step, if the 
Stones were not wafhed and impaired by the Air and 
Rains •, but they are fo worn and mouldered away at 
prefent, that they cannot conveniently be afcended, 
cxropt on the South Side, or at the North-Eafl An- 
gle. Each Step is one entire Stone, many of them 
thirty Feet in Length, and the Number of Steps from 
the Bottom to the Top is two hundred and fcven*. 
The Day being warm, we had no fmall Fatigue and 
Difficulty in clambering up to the Summit of this 
Pyramid, which does not end in a Point, as mathe- 
matical Pyramids do, and as it appears to thole who 
view it from below, but in a fquare Platform, confift- 
ing of nine large Stones, befides two that are wanting 
at the Angles. Each Side of this Platform is above 



• This is Mr. Greaves" s Num- 
ber, but Travellers differ (h-ange- 
ly in their Computations, per- 
haps from their having afcended 
the Pyramid at different Places. 
Sandys makes the Steps two hun 
drcd ai'.d fifty-five, L^Kenfidn 



two hundred and fixty ; ThiVi* 
not and Maillet reckon two bun- 
dred and eight, and Dr. A^ 
cocke counted two handred wti 
twelve, though bethinki that 
Greaves and MailUt cone near« 
eft the Truth. 
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fixteen Feet, fo that fome Scores of People may ftand 
upon it, and from thence enjoy one of the fincft Pio- 
ipe6ts that the World affords. 

Many Travellers have reported, that a Man can- 
not (hoot an Arrow from the Top of this Pyramid 
beyond its BaGs, but that it will fall upon fome Part 
of the Stru6hire ; whereas it is certain, that a good 
Bow and a ftrong Arm will fend an Arrow much far- 
ther. The Story of thefe Pyramids caftins no Sha- 
dows is of equal Credit with the former; for though 
indeed they call none at Noon-Day for almoft three 
Qiarters of the Year, yet in Winter at Noon, and 
every Morning and Evening in the Year, they cer- 
tainly caft a Shadow proportionable to their Bulk : 
And we may remember, that IImUs of Miletus^ above 
two thoufand Yeara ago, took the Height of thefe 
Pyramids by their Shadows, as we are in^>rm*d bf 
PUny and Laertius. 

We defcendcd the feme Way we went up, till we 
came to the Entrance of this Pyramid, which is fix- 
teen Steps from the Bottom. It is about three Foot 
high, and as many wide, running downwards with a 
ftccp Deicent for ninety-two Feet and a half. Ha- 
ving pafsM through this Streight with lighted Tor- 
ches, the farther End whereof is fo narrow that we 
were forced to creep upon our Bellies, we came into 
a wider Place, where we faw a great many Bats of 
an uncommon Size. From hence we got into another 
Paflage -five Feet in Height, and a hundred and tea 
in Length, through which we afcended to two Gal- 
leries, one of them running horizontally, and the other 
rifing upwards in the fame Direction with the Paffage. 
The afcending Gallery is a very ftately one, not in- 
ferior either in Materials or Workmanfhip to the moft 
magnificent Buildings. It is paved and lined with wliite 
poliftiM Marble, ait in valt Squares or Tables; and 
the Joints are fo clcfe, that they are fcar.-e difcerniblc. 
The Height of this Gallery is twenty-fix Feet, and 
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the. Breadth fix, having Benches on each Sidfc of po^ 
Jifli'd Stone. PafTing from hence through a fquarc 
Hole into fome Clofets or little Chambers, lin'd with 
Tbebaick Marble, we enter a very noble Hall, (land- 
ing in the Centre of the Pyramid, equally diftant fix)m 
all the Sides^ but fomewhat nearer the Bafis than the 
Top. The Length of this Hall is thirty-four Feet, 
its tireadth feventeeni and its Height nineteen, and a 
half. Its Floor, Sides, and Roof are all of Tbebaick 
Marble-, and the Stones arc of a vaft Size,, efpfecially 
thole that form the Roof, lying acrofs the Room like 
fo many huge Beams, and fupporting the enormous 
.Weight of the Pyramid above. 

Within this glorious Hall (lands a Tomb, (up- 
pofed to be that of Cheops or Cbemmis^ King of Egypt^ 
the Founder of this Pyramid. It is of one entire Piece 
of Marble, hollowed, and uncovered at the Top, and 
founds like a Bell on being ftruck. Some fay, thdt 
the Corpfc has been removed from hence, but proba- 
bly it was n^yer laid here ; for DiodoruSy above fix- 
teen hundred Years 4go, writes, that Cbemmis and Ce- 
fbren.s the Builder of the next Pyramid^ notwithdand- 
ing they defign*d thefc Struftures for their Septilchres, 
were ncithef of them buried in them, the People be- 
• ing exafperated by the Hard(hips they had undergone 
in erefting them, and threatening to tear their dead 
Bodies in pieces; whereupon they commanded their 
Friends to bury them privately in fome obfcurc Plac^. 
This Tomb is of the ftmc Kind of Stone wkh which 
the whole Room is lined, being a ftreak'd Marble, 
with black, white, and red Spots^ which fon>e call 
7bcbaitk Marble, but others take it to be a Sort of 
Porphyry, the Leucofticfos of Pliny ^ whereof there were, 
and ilUl are, a vail Number of Columns in Egypt. 

The Figure of the Tomb is like an Altar^ or two 
Cubes finely fet together \ and the Stone is fmooth 
and plain, without any Sculpture or Ornament TKfc 
outward Superficies is fevca Feet three Inches aiid a 

hatf 
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half in Length, three Feet three Inches and three 
Quarters in Depth, and much the fame in Breadth i 
but the hollow Part within is little more than fix Fete 
long, two Feet deep, and as many broad*. It is not 
cafy to conceive how the Tomb was brought into th6 
Place where it now ftands, it being impoflible itflioidd 
enter by the narrow Paflages above ddcribed ; which 
makes ndoft People conclude, that it was raifed u|) 
thither from without, before the Roof of the Cham- 
ber was i^lofed : But why may not we conjefture, wich 
an ingenious modem Writer, that there was (om6 
Way left to oome at this Hall, which is not yet dit 
covered? For it is fcarce credible that any Prince 
ihould dired his dead Corps to be draggM to his Se- 
pulchre through fuch impra6ticable Paffii^s. 

The PoGtion of the Tomb is exaftly North and 
South*, and equally diftant from all Sides of the 
Room e:ttept the Eaft« from whence it is placed ta 
far again as it is fix>m the Weft. Under it there ia a 
litde hollow Space dug away, and a large Stcme in the 
Pavement removed at the Angle next adHuning to k^ 
which was probably done in hopci^ of finding fome 



* dfiatbrngTeiyiemarkahte 
b tUs firft Pjrnmid is» that the 
Sides of it ^uid exactly facing 
the fetir Qyi^pters of the Worli^ 
and confequoidy mark the true 
Meridian of the Place i which 
bieciife Pofickm could not well 
have been owing to Chance, but 
was in all Probability the EfFed 
of Art and Deiign i and that it 
really was fo, ieems confirmed 
^ the iame Portion of the 
Tamb within : Sd that this an- 
cient Stru^ttre is a true and per- 
maaent Proof of the early Pro- 
|re6 of the Sgyftiams in the 
Sdenoe, of Affaonomy. M. de 
CkmuUts, an excellent Mathe- 



matidan^ who took the Diiaea* 
fions of thb Pyramid in the Year 
1693. at the fame Time ob« 
fervM the Esn^nefi of its Si* 
tuation; which being deiignedly 
pitch*d opon (as we may rea- 
ibniaUy fuppofe) by thofe wtm 
raifed this vaft Pile above three 
thouiand Y^ars ago, it follows^ 
that during fo long a Space of 
Time there has been no Alto« 
rEtian in the Heavens in that 
refped^ or (which amounu to 
the fame thing) in th^ Poles of 
the E^rth or the Meridhms ; ai 
M. p9*tttHeili has obfervM in his 
Elogium of the aboYe-mention^d 
Gentleman. 

S hidden 
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hidden Treafure \ it being a fuperftitious Prodigality 
praftifcd by the Ancients, and continued to this Day 
in the EaJi'Indies^ to conceal Money in their Sepul- 
chres. 

As to the horizontal Paffage abovemention*d^ 
- which is a hundred and ten Feet in Length, it leads 
us to n arched Vault or Chamber, Handing due Eaft 
and Weft, of a Grave-like Smell, and half full of 
Rubbifti. It is about feventeen Feet long, and fiftfeen 
broad ; the Walls are entire, and plaifter'd over with 
Lime ; and the Roof is cover'd with large fmooth 
Stones, not lying flat, but (helving, and meeting a- 
bove in an Angle, Near the Entrance into this Pat 
fege is the Well mentioned by P//>ry, which is circu* 
lar, and three Feet in Diameter. It is lined all the 
way down with white Marble, and the Defcent into 
It is by fixing one^s Hands and Feet in little open 
Spaces cut in ^he Sides within, oppofite and anfwer- 
ing to one another in a Perpendicular; which is the 
Contrivance for defcending into many of the Wells 
and Ciftems in Egypt. 

This is all that is to be feen in the Hrft Pvnunid; 
but there is one thing more to be obferv*d, wnich is a 
furprizing Echo, taken Notice of by Pbaarcb^ who 
fays that it anfwers four or five Times ; wherein he 
does not exceed the Truth. The lon^-continued 
Noife which is heard on difcharging a Mufket at the 
Entrance into the Pyramid is very remarkable j but 
this Efifeft may be accounted for by confidcring, that 
the Sound being (hut in, and carried in the I'mooth 
narrow Paflages already defcribed, as in fo many Pipes 
or Trunks, to the Middle of the Pyramid, finding no 
Iffue out, reflcfts upon itfelf, caufing a Circulation of 
the Air and a confufed Noife, which by degrees dies 
away as the Motion ceafes. 

A VERY little to the South of the firft Pyramid 
ftands the fecond, fuppofed to have been built by O- 
fhren^ the Brother of Cheops, The Stones thereof 
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are white, but not near fo large as thofe of the for- 
mer; nor do the Sides rife by Degrees or Steps, Jike 
the other, but are plain and fmooth; and the whole 
Strudhire, except on the South, feems very entire^ 
and free from any confiderable Breaches. Its Dimen- 
fions, both as to Height and Breadth, are almoft equal 
to thofe of the firft, and its Afcent appears to be fbme« 
what fteeper. A' Hole has been made fome way up, 
on the North Side of this Pyramid, in order to find 
an Entrance,' as it is reafonable to conjedhire; but 
none has been yet difcover'd, nor is it known whether 
there be any Rooms or Apartments within, though 
it is highly probable there are, this being defign'd for 
the Sepulchre of an Egyptian King, as well as the 
formen On the North and Weft Sides of the Pyra- 
mid is a Foflfe, about ninety Feet wide, and thirty 
deep; along which are a great Number of Apartments 
hewn out of the Iblid Rock, fuppofed to have been 
defign'd for Lodgings for the Egyptian Pricfts. We 
enter into them by iquare Openings, much of the 
fame Size with the narrow Paffages of the firft Pyra- 
mkl; and many of the Chambers have a Communiat- 
tion with others behind them, which are dark and 
foU of Rubbilh. 

The third Pyramid ftands about a Furlong from 
the iecond, on an advantagious Rifing of the Rock^ 
which makes it feem equal to the former at a Diftance, 
though the Pile be much lefs and lower. Each Side 
of its Bafis is about three hundred Feet, and its Height 
is much the fame. Herodotus^ Diodorus Siculus^ and 
fonie other ancient Writers, affirm that great Part of 
this Pyramid was built (or cafed at leaft) with black 
or Etbiopic Marble: But whatever it may formerly 
have been, it is ftrange that feveral of the Moderns 
ihould defcribe it in the fame Manner, for the Whole 
appears to be built of a clear whitifh Scone, fomething 
better and brighter than that of either of the former 
Pyramids. All round it one may fee tlie Remains of 
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the Granite it was adom'd with, which has been puird 
down, and moft of it carried away, but fome few 
Fieces of it ftill continue in their Places. This Py- 
ramid is faid to have been built by MycerinuSj whole 
Name was engraved on the North Side of it, accord- 
ing to Diadorusi but no fuch Iiifcription is to be feen 
at prcfcnt. 

Having been thus particular in the Delcription of 
thefe three greateft Pyramids of Memphis^ or ofGizej 
^ they are now cali'd, it will be ncedleis to fay much 
of thoie that are to be feen in other Parts 01 Egypt^ 
moft of them (as I have already indmated) being mUlch 
inferior to thefe in Magnitude, except one that (lands 
near the Mummies^ whofe IMmenfions and Strufhire 
are pretty near the fame with thofe of the firft and 
largdft Pyramid above dcicribed. It may be propert 
however, to obferve, that they are not all of the fame 
Form, fome of them being quadrilateral, others round 
and pointed at Top like a Sugar^Loaf » Ibme rifing 
with a greater, and others with a leffer Inclination. 

Who were the Builders of thcie wonderful Stiu- 
6h]res, has been a Subjeft of much Difjpute. Some 
pretend they were ereded by the Patriarch Jcfepb for 
Granaries, to lay up the Com of the feven plentiful 
Years againft the enfuing Famine^ and, to fupport 
this Imagination, derive the Name Pyramid hawj^ 
ro5^ a Greek Word fignifying TVbiat\ whereat it is 
generally fuppofed to come mm Pjrr, which in the 
fame Language figniBes Fire^ becaufe a mathematical 
Pyramid terminates in a Point like Flame. But the 
Opinion, that thefe Pyramids were built for Granaries, 
is entirely groundlefs and abfurd \ for^ befides that their 
Figure is the moft improper of any for that Purpofe, 
the few Rooms or Cavities within them (the greatdlf 
Part of them being nothing but folid Piles of Stooe) 
do utterly overthrow fuch a Conjecture. 

Others fuppofe thefe Fabricks to have been e- 
irded by the IJrattites^ during their hnvy Bondage 

under 
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under the Tyranny of die PbarMobs\ and (his is fup- 
ported by dlie Authority of Jofepbus^ who iays, that 
when Time had extingiiKhM the Meniory o( the Be- 
nefits of J9fepbj and the Kingdom was tiansferr*d to 
another Family, the IJrailiiis were treats with great 
Rigour, and wafted by Yarious Labours. They were 
ordered to cut Canals to receive the Waters of the 
NiU*9 to nufe Walls, and caft up Banks, to hinder 
the Inundadon of that River from drowning their 
Towns and Vill^^es; and, amongft other Of^reflTions, 
they were employed in building the vaft Pyramids in 
oudUon. But the Scriptures do not feem to favour 
tnis Ojnnion, for accoiding to them the flavifh E01- 
ployment of the IJraeliies was the making of Bricks, 
whereas all thefe Pyramids are of Stone. This, how- 
ever, cannot be caird a pofitive Confutation of the 
Hypothefis under Confideration ; for though the If- 
raetiteSj a little before their Departure out of Egypt j 
might be employM in making Bricks, it by no means 
follows, that they were never employed in any other 
Works. And when is it more likely that the £- 
gyptiofi Kings flioukl undertake thefe prodi^ous Stru- 
&ures, than when they had fo many hundred thou* 
fand Slaves in their Dominions, whom they feem'd 
under a NeceOity of keeping continually in A&kxit 
ito prevent' th^ir breaking out into Rebellion? 

AccoaDiNG to Herodotus^ the firft or greateft of - 
the three Pyramids above defcribed was built by Cheaps^ 
whom Diodoms names Cbmmis\ for that they are one 
and the iiune Perfon may eafily be made appear. Both 
thofc Hiftoiians agree that the fccond was created by 
Cepbren^ Brother and Succeflbr to the former Prince: 
And the third is faid to have been railed by Mforinus^ 
the Son of Cheops^ as we have abeady mention*d. 
Some of the Greeks indeed pretend that this lad was 
built by a Courtefan named Rbodapis or RbodopeilSuxt 
this is very improbable, confidering her Condition and 
the Vaftntli of the Expencc; and bcfidcs, Herodotus 
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has (hewn that Ihe did not live till a long Time after 
thcfe Pyramids were in being. After all, the above- 
cited Authors ingenuoufly confefs, that there is little 
■ Agreement either among the Natives of Egypt^ or an- 
tient Hiflorians, with refpeft to the Founders of any 
of the Pyramids we are fpeaking of: And the Arab 
Writers are under the fame Uncertainty, fome attri- 
buting them to Nimrod^ others to Queen Dakkuy and 
others concluding that they muft have been built be- 
fore the Flood, or elfe the Memory of the Founders 
would have been better preferv*d. 

Since it is uncertain who were the Founders of the 
Pyramids, it would be in vain to endeavour to deter- 
mine the Time when they were ercfted -, cfpecially as 
nothing can be more precarious than the Egyptian 
Chronology. However, if we do not allow them to 
be fo ancient as the Time of the Ifraelites being in 
Sgypt^ (which yet appears to me a very probable Con- 
ledure) we muft grant them to be about three thou- 
fand Years old ; fincc Herodotus^ who lived two thou- 
fand two hundred Years ago, was able to find fo little 
Satisfaftion in his Enquiries concerning them; and 
Diikiorusy who lived before the Birth of our Saviour, 
fuppofes the great Pyramid to have been built at leaft 
a thoufand Years before his Time. 

The next thing difputed is the End for which thefe 
Pyramids were eredcd •, but moft Travellers, and Au- 
thors who have wrote upon this Subjeft, are of Opi- 
nion that they were intended for fepulchral Monu- 
ments. Diodorus tells us exprefsly, that Cbemmis and 
Cepbron defign'd to have had their Bodies depoOted 
in the Pyramids they built, though it was order'd o- 
thcrwife for a Reafon above mentioned ; and Sirah^ 
judges all thofe near Memphis to have been Royal Se- 
pulchres. To thir, the Writings of the Arabs are con- 
jonant; but if none of tlicfe Authors were extant, the 
Tomb which remains to this Day in the firft Pyramid is 
fu/ficient to put the Matter beyond all Controverfy. 

Why 
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Why the Egyptian Kings (hould put themfelvcs 
to the vaft Expence of building thefe Pyramids, is an 
Enquiry of a higher Nature, Ariftotk makes them 
to have been the Works of Tyranny; and PUf^con* 
jeftures that they bulk them partly for Oftentation of 
their Power and Grandeur*, and prtly out of State- 
Policy, to divert the People from Mutinies and Infur* 
reftions by keeping them in Employment. It is very 
probable they might in fome meafure be influenced 
by thefe Motives, but there is another. Reafon to be 
given for thefe great Undertakings, arifmg from the; 
Theology of the Egyptians^ who not only believ'd 
the Reforreftion, but that as long as the Body en- 
dured, fo long the Soul continued with it-, which laft 
was alfo the Opinion of the Stoicks. Hence it was^ 
that the Egyptians took that exceflive Care to embalm 
their Dead in order to preferve them from Comiptiont 
that fo the Souls of the Deceafed might long remain- 
about their rcfpeftive Bodies, not to animate or quicken 
them, but only as Attendants or Guardians, unwilling 
to leave their former Habitations: And upon the fame 
Account they inclofed them in the moft durable Build- 
Lngs, endeavouring thereby, as much as in them lay» 
to render them eternal. 

The Reafon why the Egyptians frequently made ufe 
of the pyramidal Figure for thefe Monuments, Cfor 



• " PRxjf ((ays M. Rallin) 
•* eivcs us, in few Words, ajuft 
*' Idea of thefe Pyramids, when 
^ he calls them a foolifh and 
** nfelefs Oftentation of the 
*• Wealth oftheJTg^^w* Kings, 
** Rigrnn ficum^ oiio/a ac ftuta 
** oftentatio : And adds, that by 
** a juft Punifhment their Mc^ 
•• mory is buried in Oblivion, 
^* HiHorians not agreeing among 
" thcmfelves about the Names 
^ of thoie who fir& r^ifed thefe 



** vain Monuments. ItUtr en 
** noH conftat a qtdbus faHa 
** fint^ juftiffimo cafu ohliteratu 
** taniet nfomtatis auSioribus, hi 
" a Word, according to the ju* 
** dicious Remark of Diodorus^ 
** the Induftry of the Architc£b 
** of thofe Pyramids is no left 
" valuable and praife-wordiy, 
" than the Defign of the Egjp* 
" tian Kings contemptible aodi 
" ridiculous." Ro/Iin't AmewH 
Hifiory, Vol.1. Ch. 2. Sea. 2^. 
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they were not always of that Shape) fcems to have 
been, becaufc it is the moft permanent Form of Stru- 
<Shirc, being neither over-prefs'd with its own Weight, 
by reafon of its gradual contrafting and lefltninc from 
the Bottom to the Top, nor fo fubjeft to the finking 
m of Rain as other Buildings. Befides, they might 
hereby intend to reprefcnt their Godsj Pyramids and 
bbeliflcs, which arc only a leffcr Sort of Pyramids, 
being anciently, both by them and other Heathens, 
ereftcd and worihipped as Images of feveral Dei- 
fies. 

In what Manner thefe wonderful Struftures were 
built, iand by what Contrivance the Stones, efpecially 
thofe vaft ones of the firft Pyramid, were r«fcd to 
fhat Height, has alfo been the Subjefl: of much Spe- 
culation. HerodoiuSy whofe Expreflions are not very 
dear, (uppofes, that when they had laid the firft Rang^, 
they niled other Stones thither from the Ground, by 
wooden En^es, which form'd the fecond Row; and 
by an Engine placed upon that, they drew up the- 
Stones that compofed the third; there being as many 
Engines as Layers of Stone, or but one Engine that 
inight be removed as there was Occafion: And alfo 
adds, that the higheft Parts were firft finifti'd, and the 
reft in Order, down to the very Ipweft. Diodorus ima- 
gines the Work was done by the Help of Mounds, 
which he fays the Egypiians pretended were raifed of 
Salt and Nitre, and that they were diffolvM and wafti*d 
away by letting in the River. Our learned and inge- 
nioiis Countryman, Mr. Greav^s^ fuppofes that thev 
prft built a large Tower, the Height of th<i intended 
Pyramid, to the Sides whereof the reft of the Build- 
ing was applied. Piece after Piece, like fb many But- 
trefles, ftill leflTcning in Height, till at laft they came 
to the loweft Degree. Another Conjefture has been 
liUlde, which, if true, would make the Labour be- 
(low*d on the Pyramids much lefs than is imagined i 
§nd that is, that they took the Advantage of building 
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round a Hill when they began one of thefc StrudhircaL 
If this be the Cafe, we may fuppofe the great Pyra* 
mid ihcloled two rocky Hills, the prefcnt Entrance 
probably being on the Top of the one, and the grand 
Chamber with the Tomb in it on the Top of me o- 
ther. In a Matter o£ this Uncertainty, every one 
muft be left to his own Conjefturcs; but as for thofc 
above-mention'd, they appear to me to be liable to 
many Objeftions^ nor do I fee any Reafon for endea- 
vour to Icffen the DifHculty of erefting the StruAures 
in queftion, fmce the Wealth of the Egyptian King$ 
and the Number of Workmen employed were un- 
doubtedly adequate to fuch vaft Undertsdungs. 

Nothing feems more furprizing to me, than what- 
the Ancients tell us, that the immenfe (^mntities of 
Stone made ufe of in thefc ftupendous Fabricks were 
brought either from Arabia^ Tbebais^ or Ethiopia. The 
ten Years which they afllgn for hewing them out of 
the Quarries, and conveying them from fuch a Di- 
Aance to the Place where the Pyramids were eroded, 
are in my Opinion too little ^for that Purpofej But 
upon Examination it appears itioft probable, that the 
greateft Part of the Materials were dug from the Rode 
on which they (land, and that only the Marble of the 
Rooms and PafTages within, and the outfide Cafmg^ 
(if any ftjch there were, as is generally fuppofcd) was 
fetch*d from thofe diftant Quarries. 

Enough has been faid to give the Reader an Idea 
of the Magnificence of the Egyptian Pyramids, to con- 
firm which I fhaD only add what Diodcrus tells U5?, that 
the Number of Men employM in building the firft or 
greateft of the three was 360,000, and Pliny makes 
them (ix thoufand more; large Bodies of theoi reliev- 
ing one another at (lated Periods, and akemittely ta- 
king their Turns of Reft and Labour. It is agreed 
that twenty Years were fpcnt from the begin&ig to. 
the finifhing of the Work; and Herodotus adds, that 
|n Jiis TioiiC there was an Infcription on the Pyramid, 
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declaring how much had been expended only in Ra- 
diflics. Onions, and Garlick for the Workmen, being 
no Icfi than fixteen hundred Talents of Silver, or a- 
bout 400,0001. Sterling; from whence we may judge 
to what prodigious Sums the whole Expencc mSl 
have amounted. 

Before I leave this Place, I muft take fome Notice 
of a Colojfus^ at leaft the Head of one, which ftands 
about a Quarter of a Mile to the Eaft of the fecond 
Pyramid. It is ufually call'd a Sphinx^ which is a fa- 
bulous Monfter, having the Head and Breads of a 
Woipan, the Wings of a Bird, the Claws of a Lion, 
and the Body like a Dog. This Figure, among ihc 
Egyptians^ was a fymbolical Reprefcntation of the 
riling of the Nile in the Months of July and j^ugufi^ 
when the Sun paflcs through the Signs Leo and Firgo» 
They likewife made ufe of it in their Hicroglyphicks 
to reprefcnt a Harlot -, intimating the Danger otbeing 
captivated by the Charms of a faithlcJs Woman, 
whom the fond Lover in the End finds as cruel and 
rapacious as a L/ioru Of this Sphinx however, near 
the Pyramids, there ii little to be difcern'd but from 
the Shoulders upwards, leirg a monftrous Buft of a 
Woman, all cut out of the folid Rock, and never f;:- 
parated from it ; except the upper Part of the Head, 
which feems to be adventitious. It is almoft thirty 
Feet high, fifteen Feet from die Ear to the Qiin, 
and above thirty Feet wide at the lower Part of the 
Neck or Beginning of the Breaft. The Sand is fo ac- 
cumulated about it, that one can but juft difcover the 
Top of the Back, in which there is a Hole about five 
Fcrer long, feventy-five from the hinder Part of the 
Neck, and thirty from the Tail. Wc could not get 
up to ttie Top of the Head, but thofe who have dene 
it rcp^fit, that there is a round Hole, by which a full- 
gpaa^^jPerfon may defcend into it, from whence it is 
fupjWW the artful Priefts delivered their Oracles. 
i^i/;/|*makes mention o£ this Sphinx, and tclk us that 
' U it 
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it Was thought to be the Sepufchrc of King Amafis^ 
The Rock is dug away all round the Spbin:^ to a con* 
fidecable Diftance, and the Stone was undoubtedly 
employ'd in building the Pyramids, with which fome 
Modems have fuppofed it has a fubterraneous Conunu* 
nicatlon. 

About nine or ten Miles South of the three great 
Pyramids are the famous Catacombs or Mummy-Pits of 
Saccaraj to which Village we were fafely condufted 
by our ^amzaries^ and there procured ourfelves avery 
indiiferent Lodging. The next Morning, before 
Sun-rife, we went to the neighbouring Plain, in Com* 
pany with the Perfon who has the Superintendence of 
the Catacombs, and feveral of his Servants, who take 
Care to be well paid for the Trouble they are at in 
gratifying the Curiofity of Strangers. The ufual Mes- 
thod of lettmg People down into the Pits, where the 
Mummies or embalm'd Bodies are depoHted, is by 
Ropes, which is painful enough; though there are 
Holes in the Sides to defccnd by, as in the Well of 
the Pyramid abovemention'd, but moft of them are 
fo worn away, that it is dangerous to go down in that 
manner, if not imprafticable. 

The firft Pit they let us down into was about five 
and twenty Feet deep, cut through a flaty Rock, ex- 
cept the upper Part, which was Sand, but cafed with 
unburnt Brick, which feem'd to be very ancient. At 
the Bottom of the Pit we found a Paffage five Feet 
wide and forty in Length, which brought us into a 
ibuare arched Room, where we faw feveral Remains 
or embalm'd Bodies, and many of the Swathes feat- 
ter'd up and down, fome of them almoft entire. A 
few of the Bodies I obferv'd had been done up in the 
Boughs of Palm-Trees, which were tied together at 
each End, and, being rotten, appeared like RU(l»s. 

Being not fatisfied with what we found in djIjttCa- 
tacomb, we gave a fmall Piece of Money to flFlet 
down into another^ where we had the SatisfaftiA to 

^ V 
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find feveral Coffins ftanding upri^t and endue, this 
Pit having been but lately open'd. Thefc G>fiins, or 
Mummy-Chefts, are very thick, and made of a Kind 
of Sycamore, by the Egypiians call'd PbaraoVs Fig^ 
tree^ which, though fpongy and porous to Appea** 
ranee, will continue found above three thoufand Years, 
for fo long it has Iain in thefe fubterraneous Aparo- 
toents. The Top of the Coffin is ufually cut into the 
the Shape of a Head, with a Face painted on it, re- 
fembling a Woman ; the reft is one continued Trunk, 
and at the End of it is a broad Pedeftal to let it up- 
right upon in the Reconditory . Round the Pfedeftab 
of the Coffins are fometimes ranged a Number of lit- 
tk Images of various Colours, as if they were defigned 
ibr fo many Guardian Genii and Attendants. Moft of 
the Coffins are adorn'd with Hieroglyphicks, and fbme 
of them richly gilt and painted, cither with the Fi- 
gure of fome tutelar Deity, or that of the Deceafed. 

The Bodies ufually appear in this Manner: They 
are wnipp'd up in a Shroud of Linen, upon whicn 
are faften'd divers Scrolls of Linen alfo, painted with 
iacred Charaders. Thefe Scrolls generally run down 
the Belly and Sides, or elfe are placed on the Knees 
and Legs. The Face is covered with a kind of Head- 
ficce of Linen-Cloth fitted with Plailter, on whieh the 
Countens^nce of the Perfon is reprefented in Gold \ 
9nd the Feet have alfo a Cover of the iame, fafluonM 
£ke a high Slipper, and painted with Hiecoglyphicki 
The whole Body is fwatned with Fillets, or narrow 
Bands of Linen, beginning with the Head, and end- 
ing with the Feet, which are wound round in iiich a 
curious and inimitable Manner, with fo many CUfts 
and Turnings, and fo often one upon ^pother, that it 
is fuppofed there are feldom lefs tnan a thoufand Ells 
pf Filleting about one Body. Thofe efpedally which 
cover the Head and Face are fo neatly done, {hat they . 
-do not hinder us from perceiving the Shape ot tfaie 
liyts^ Nofe, and Mouth, tho' they are hid from our 

Sight. 
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Si|;ht On the Bread is a Sort of Breaft-plate, made 
With Folds of Linnen cut Scollop- wife^ richly painted 
and gilt ; on which is fometimes the Face of a Wo- 
man with her Arms expanded. 

Upon opening one of the Coffins, we found th€ 
Head of the Mummy full of a Compofidon of the 
Cbnfiftence, Colour, and Smell of Pitch, but fome- 
ching more fragrant; which muft, as Herodotus inti<* 
mates, have been injeAed through the Noftrils; to 
which End, as well as for the eafier Extra&ion of the 
Bnun, we found, upon Examination, that the Septum 
medium of the Nole had been taken away. Having 
unfolded the Bandage, that Part of it which more ]m« 
mediately furrounded the Body was quite rotten, and 
would not bear handling without falling (o pieces, 
whereas a great Number of Yards of the exteriorPart 
appeared as ftrong as we can fuppofe it to have been 
tne firft Day it was applied. Scarce any of the muf^ 
cular Parts wercpreferv d, except upon the Thighs i and 
jcven thofe, upon touching them, crumbled to Powder. 

The laft of the Catacombs we vifited w:is that 
caird ibit IVeU or PU of the Birds ^ which is about 
thirty Feet deep; from whence we made our way, 
through a Paflage almoft choak'd with Sand, into A- 
partments much more magnificent than thofe we ha& 
feen before, being the Sepulchres of Birds and other 
Animals worihipped by the ancient Egyptians \ for 
thefe they embalmed and wrapp'd up with the fame 
Care as they did human Bodies, depofiting them in 
earthen Vafcs cover*d over and ftopp'd clofe with Mor- 
tar. Thefe Vafes, or Urns, are of a conical Figure, 
of which we faw a great Number, moft of them con- 
taining an Ibis^ (one of their facred Birds) whereof 
the Bill, Bones, and the very Feathers, are admirably 
well preferv'd. In one of the Rooms we faw feveral 
larger Vafcs, which probably were for Dogs and o- 
ther Animals; fome of which have been founcty but 
they are rarely to be met with at prefent 

laHOuum 
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I SHOULD have obferv'd before, that the Mummy- 
Chefts, or Coffins, are not always of Wood, fomc 
few of them being found of Stone; and of the wooden 
ones, fome are made of Planks, and others hoUow'd 
out of one Piece of Timber. There are alfo Cof- 
fins made only of Pieces of Linen-Cloth gumm'd or 
glued together, which neverthelefs are as durable as 
the others. Thofe who had Coffins, we may fuppofe, 
were People of good Condition, whofe Families could 
bear the Expcnce; whereas the poorer Sort had no 
Coffins, but were wrapped up in Reeds or Branches 
of Palm, as I have already obferv*d. It is likewife 
probable that thefe inferior Perfons were piled up one 
upon another, whereas the others ftood upright upon 
the Pedeffcils of their Coffins. 

In thefe Catacombs we likewife find feveral (quare 
Boxes, ufually painted with Hieroglyphicks or fymbo- 
Bcal Figures, having upon their Ijds the Reprefen- 
tations of a Hawk cut in Wood, and fometimes of a 
Dog or other Animal. Within thefe Boxes, one of 
which was originally placed at the Feet of each Mum- 
my, are inclofed various fmall Inftruments and Utcn- 
fils, denoting the Trade or Occupation of the em- 
balmed Perfon when he was alive. As to the Piece 
of Money faid to be lodged in the Mouth of each 
Mummy, and the Idols inclofed in their Breafts or 
Bellies, we could make no fuch Difcovery: And yet 
abundance of little Images, fome of Marble or Ala- 
bafler, others of Copper, and others of baked Earthy 
are fold in Egypt as having be^n found in thefe Rcpo- 
fitories. I am apt to think, that many of them have 
really been taken from thence; however, it is the In- 
tereft of the People of Saccata^ who are the chief 
Venders of fuch Antiquities, that this Qpinion ihouki 
prevail, and doubtlefs they encourage it as much as 
poffible. The Europeans indeed purchafe them at cafy 
Rates, for the Ttirks have very little Curiofity, and 
cfteem Things of this nature no farther than the Value 
ef' the Materials. It 
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It feems natural, before I leave this Subjeft, to lay 
fomcthing of the Egyptian Manner of embalming hu- 
man Bodies, by which curious Art many have been 
preferved entire through fuch a long SucceflSon of 
Ages. For our Account of this Matter we are chief- 
ly indebted to Herodotus and Diodarus \ and the Rea- 
fon why they took this Pains to keep their dead Bo* 
dies from Corruption has been already affign^ in 
fpeaking of the Pyramids, namely, that the Souls of 
the Dcceafed might continue near them, and not en- 
ter into other Animals. And having found out Means 
of making the Body durable, their next Care was to 
provide Repofitories for it which might be equally 
lafting, and in which it might remain fafe from all 
Violence and Injury. They were therefore, as Diodo^ 
rus tells us, not very folicitous about the Strudbure 
of their Houfes, which they call'd Irms ; but fpared 
no Coft nor Labour in building and adorning their 
Sepulchres, which they term'd eternal Manjions. 

But to return from this fliort Digrefllon. When 
a Man of any Confideration died amongft the ancient 
Eg^tiansj all the Women of the Family befmear'd 
their Hands and Faces with Dirt, left the Body in the 
Houfe, and went about the Streets lamenting and 
beating themfelves, with their Garments girt about 
them, and their Breafts uncovered ; the Men at the 
feme Time forming another Company, and mourning 
in the lame Manner. After this, the Body was car- 
ried to thofe who profefs'd the Art of embalming, 
which, like other Trades, they learnt from their An- 
ceflors. Thefe ftiew'd the Kindred of the Deceafed 
feveral Models or Patterns made of Wood, painted 
like an embalmed Body ; giving them alfoan Account 
of the Expence that would attend each Manner of 
Preparation, and afking them which they would chufc ; 
for It is to be obferv'd, there were three different 
Ways of preparing a Corps for Burial. One of them 
was very exquifite and ezpenfive> the Charge being a 

Talcat 
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Talent of Silver, or about two hundred and fifty-eight 
Pounds Sterling ; the fecond was inferior, and of a 
more moderate Price, being twenty Af?«^, or a fourth 
Part of the fbrmer Sum ; the thiixl was very mean, 
and cod but a Trifle. 

This Preliminary being fettled, the Embdmen 
took the Body, and firft drew out the Brains through 
the Noftrils with a crooked Inftniment of Iron, filling 
up the Vacancy with certain Medicaments, whole Con- 
fi(tence. Colour, and Smell, (as taken out of die Skulls 
at this Day) have been alr^dy defcribed. Then the 
Scribe or Secretary, as they callM him, mark'd on die 
left Side of the Belly, how far the Incifion was to be 
made; which a certain -Ofiicer acxordin^ cut open 
with a (harp Eibiopic Stone, and immediately ran a- 
way as faftas he could, all that were prefent puffuing 
him, throwing Stones after him, and loading him 
with Execradons; for they thought it a heinous Crime 
to wound or offer any Violence to the Bodies of their 
FellQW-Creatures: But the Embalmers were much ho- 
nour*d and efteemM, convers'd with the Pricfts, and 
were admitted, as Perfons of San£bity, into the niore 
facred Parts of their Temples. Wliii diefe came to 
drefs the diflTeded Body, one of them thruft hi^Hand 
into it, and drew out aU the Inteftines, except die 
Heart and Kidneys; and another waihM the Bowels 
with Palm- Wine and aromatic Odours. They then 
fiird the Belly with, pounded Myrrh, CafTia, and other 
odoriferous Drugs, (Frankincenfe excepted) and the 
Incifion being few'd up, the Body was carefully ^ 
tiointed with the Oil of Cbdar and other Things for 
above thirty D^ys, or elfe laid in Nitre for ieventy 
Days, which was the longeft Time allowed. At the 
Expiradon of this Term, they wafh'd the whole Body 
again^ and bourid it up in Swathes of fine Linen^ co- 
vering it with Gums, which the Egypiums uied inftead 
of Glue. And all this was done without disfiguring 
die Bodyi fo that the very Hairs remained, on the 

Bfows 
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Brows and Eyc-Hds, and the Countenance fo well pr^ " 
fcnr'd, that the Pcrfon might eafily be known,. The 
£mbalmers having done their Part, the Corps Wis 467 
livcr'd to the Relations, who put it in a wooden. Co& 
fin ihaped like a Man, which was placed upright a* 
gainft the Wall of the Catacomb, or of whatever E^ 
difice was defign'd for that Purpofe: For it muft be 
lemember'd, that the EgyptidHs did not alwavs depb- 
lit their Dead in Sepulchres immediately after they 
^ere embalm'd, but kept them at home in magnifi* 
cent Apartments, having by this means the Pleafiire 
of viewing the Lineaments of their Anceftors, who 
died fome Ages before they were bom > and, if we 
may believe Luciano they often brought the dried 
Corps of a Friend as a Gueft to their Entertainments. 

The Way of embalming above defaibed was the 
moft coftly Manner of preferving the Dead ; but thofe 
who were unable or unwilling to be at fo great an Ex- 
pence had rccourfe to a more ordinary Preparation^ 
which was as follows. They injefted a Quantity of Oil 
of Cedar into the Body by a Rpe, without cutting it 
Open, and laid it in Nitre for feventy Days, at the 
End of which they drew out the Pipe, and let out the 
Oil by the Fundament, which brought away with it 
the whole Paunch and Entrails ; and the Nitre con- 
fumed the Flefh, leaving nothing but Skin and Boties*' 
This done, the Body was fent home to the Relations 
without any farther Operation. The third Way of 
preferving a Corps, made ufe of by the poorer Sort 
of People, was only cleanfing the Belly by injefted 
Lodons, and fairing the Body for the Number of Days 
aboycme^don'd. 

' Thbre arc feveral Pyramids in the Neighbourhood 
of Saccara^ and others fome Miles to the South near % 
Village caird Da/bottr% but I fhall not trouble the Rea- 
der with wf Account of them, having given him a 
fofSdent Idbi'of fchpefe StrtiftuH(S in the three molt; 
teinarkable ones alitadv defdribed: 1 had fotn^ 
^ Vol. ill. N^ XUV, T TVv^xN^xa. 



T^pughts^ of proceeding frQtn Smura to Faiumif and 
^ppi cHence to take a. View of die Xike of Meris^ 
^d the Situation of the famous L%rbitbi but being 
niQt fu^iehtljr provideq for fuch a Journey* yhich qi^ 
janitiaries likewife reprelentec^ as dangerous, I wy 
e^ilj/ prev^Ied upon to lay afide djie Defign, and re^ 
|um (9 Cairo. However, it may not be a^iiiis to giyc 
3 (Jiort Account of thofe furpriz^ing Works of the £- 
Si^iofi, KingSj both as they are defcribed. by the An* 
Cients, and as. they are at piiefent, according to the iQr 
fpjimadon I receiv*d from a Gentleman who was lately 
jfpon the Spot, and. cbnGder'd them with great Ajf 
teotipnl 

' Th? Lake pf Mcsris^ if Herfidoiui aad Bioioiruf 
m^y be credited, was np lels than diree thoufand fo 
}i>ifidred Stadia^ ox four hundred ani^, $fqr Milpp in 
iCircumference. It is laid to havq been dug by^ a Kii^ 
Qf Egypt c^ird AJarU^ whofe Naine ii'.retairi*d>..V 
qh^r tp correct the Iiregularities of ttic iVE/^p^ by rep 
l^yin^ the fupprfiupU9.^^ters when d^]^V^fp|^ 
(Op Iugh> (thereby 'prc;[venting thj^ir SugnMon ip f>: 
fhcr H^ces to the Debiment of t\^ tin47aii4 by.YuRr 
p)yin^ the Land9.with Water whea ^e. Itivpr Cu}*(^ 
i^hich was let out of the Lake intp the acljacent Cbpp** 
tnr'by a ^at Number of Ditchesi^d C^iiials. Ma^f 
^ thisfe Canals are ftill fubfilting; and as they were 
(jif v^ Benefit tp the ancient Inj^jbifantSy 6> thev «e 
^UiJly ierviceable to the prefent, who attribute toem» 
a$. (Key do moft other Works of public)^ tJtility» P 
&e Patriarch Jofepb^ whofe. Name diey . have given » 
^e great Canal by which the Lake W(^ a Commuoijlr 
cation with the JVSfZf. 

; \fi' this Lake we. are alfo tpU that Id^is built two 
Pyramids for himielf and his C^Kpn, ly^Iuch^ w^ fu( 



npndredFc£t hi^ three hundre^i j^iM^^ 
and three hundred above^ anV^ oni tne.T(m.o^;9i^^ ^ 
dicm was ;i coloflaj Statvij; fcate^pn^Ja^^^ ^ 

^i* be. true, -their, mutt ycdfj ijiyc ^ ^m^^. 

.V ...... \ :'\AjVA \A ..V« 
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lore the Carity was fill'd with Water; but it appcaw 
Xfiixt incredible to me, that two fuch Pyraoaids, an4 
ft Lake of fuch vaft Extent, Ihoiild be the Work 
of one Prince's Reign, notwithftandlng the Authoritf 
of the above-mention'd Hiftorians. 

Thev iikewife tell us, that the Canal of Commu* 
tiication between the Nile and the Lake had tncientif 
large Shikres to let the Water in or out as.Occafioft 
required; aAd whenever they were either open'd or 
fhut, the Chai]ge of doing it was no lefs than fifty Tar 
tents of Sihref, dr afmoft thirteen thou&nd Founds 
Sterling. On the other hand, the Lake broi^ht in % 
very co^dSerstbie Revenue to rfie Prince, the Fiftiery^ 
during the Tinie <X the River's Retreat, yielding a 
Talent, about two hundred and fifty-eight Pounds^ 
every Daj Into the Royal Treafury, and ^bout one 
Fourth or that Sum for the reft of the Year; there 
being a great Variety and Plenty of Fifh, and a vaft 
Number 6f Hands employed in taking and faking them. 
The Revenues arifmg from this Fifliery Mcsris is faid 
to have given to his Queen to buy her Ointments, or 
for Pin-Money, as we ufusUly exprefs it in En^ami. 

WHfiw Hgrod^tus enqmrrf, as very well he mighty 
what became of the vaO: Quantity of Earth that was 
dug up to form thii prodigious Cavity, the Egyptians 
tKM him it was carried to the Nile^ and difperfed by 
die Cunrent of that River. If the Hiftoriah had Cre- 
dulity enough to believe this Account, I mull confeft 
it is fo far mmi being farisfkdory to me, that» as the 
Inhabitants of the Country colild give no better An* 
fwer to his Queftion, I im apt to think this fpacioua 
Lake was rather the Work of Nature than of Artj 
risoqgh perhaps King Mmis might enlarge it, by open- 
ing or cteanung its Communication with theiVif/^, e- 
lemrg Flood-gates, and even finking fome Part of 
It deeper than it was originally;. which might give 
Rife to the Tradition that he dug the whole Otvity. 
' STRANoeL-y diffotnt ftoai the AiOCQurit sycn u^ 
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of this Lake by Herodetus and DiodoruSj is that of 
Pomfomas Mela^ who msdces it no more than twen^ 
Miles in Circumference; but the Criticks will have this 
to be a Miftake in Atel^s Copy^ and have according* 
ly correfted it by thofe Hiftorians. The Truth feema 
to lie between thefe two Extremes, for I am well af- 
furcd, that the Lake of AUttru is at this Day between 
forty and fifty Miles in Lengthy and ten or twelve in 
Breadth; though it varies in its Extent according to 
the rifing or finking of the River. Its Banks are of 
a black& Soil, between which and the Water the 
the Ground is flaty, and Part of it covered with a deep 
flimy Mud, incrufted with a thin Cake oi Salt upon 
its Surface. The Water is very difagreeable, being of 
a muddy Tafte, and almoft as fait as the S^; but it 
is frefher towards the Fkrts where it enters from the 
River. I do not learn that there are any Shell-fifh in 
the Lake, nor any Sort of Filh but fuch as are found 
in the AT/Tf ; and of theie, as well as andently, they 
catch vaft Quantities when the Lake is k>w^ and fell 
them very cheap in the Market of Faiumi. 

On the North Side of the Lake there is the Ap* 
pearance of a little Ifland, or fome white Clifis rifing 
confiderably above the Water, which it is thoi^ht mav 
be the Remains of the two Pyramids above-mendon'oy 
built by Mcsris for himfelf and his Confort. The 
Country about the Lake was formerly famous for ita 
Vineyards, which have been long ago deftroyM; but 
many Roots are ftill oblerved in the Ground^ foppos'd 
to be the Remains of Vines; for Wood may continue 
found a great while in fuch a dry Air as that of Er 

Towards the Southern Part of the Lake of Menis 
was fituated another of the Egyptian Wonders, I mean 
the celebrated Lahjrintby which according to Herth 
JotuSj who iaw it, furpals'd the Report Of JPame„ be- 
ing in his Judgment more admiraUe than- the Pyia*. 
m'^s themfeivcs. It vn bulk near the Gty. of Qcoco- 

diUi^ 
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MeSy the fame with Arfinoe^ and was not {q much one 
fingfe Palace, as a magnificent Pile compofed of twelve 
PaJaces, erected by twelve Kings of EgfpU at a Time 
when the Country was divided into fo many different 
Kingdoms. This Strufture feems to have been de« 
fign'd as a PanibeoMj or univerial Temple of all the 
Egyptum Deities, which were feparately worfhipp'd i|i 
the Provinces. It was alfo the Place of the general 
AfTembly of the MagMhacy of the whole Nation, 
where they met to feaft and liMcrifice, and to judge Cau^ 
fes of grot Importance. 

Thx lafl-mention'd Hiftorian tells us, that this Er 
difice contsun'd twelve Halls, which were vaulted, 
and had an equal Number of Doors oppofite to one 
another, fix opening to the North, and fix to the South, 
all encompa£rd by the fame Wall. The whole Num- 
ber of Chambers was three thouland, fifteen hundred 
above-ground, and as many below. Herodotus fays 
that he view'd all the upper Rooms, but was not per- 
mitted to enter into the fubterraneous Apartments, be- 
caufe there were the Sepulchres of the Kings who built 
the Labyrinth, and 01 the facred Crocodiles*. It is 



* Nefor wu any Natioa 
more fi^erflitioiis tbm the £rji>^ 
iUms, extAvaeantly wormip* 
ping a greit Number of Ani- 
nuds, at the Boll, the Wolf, 
the Dog, the Cat, the Baboon, 
the Crocodile, die Awk, the 
Ibis, and many others ; though 
fome pretend, that the Worihip 
of the Egyptians did not termi- 
nate in the*Animalf themfelves, 
bat in the Gods whofe Symbols 
ihev were, and to whom they 
haa fome peculiar Relation. 



Thefe Animals were placed m 
then: Temples* mamtam*d with 
mat Care and at a prodigioua 
Expence, and after their Death 
were embalmed, and folemnly 
depofited in Tombs affign'd 
them by the Publick. Nay, to 
fttch an Excefs was this Folly 
carried, that fome of them a« 
fcnb'd a Sort of Dhrinity to 
Leeks and Onions, for which 
they are ingenioufly reproached 
by the Romam Satyriift. 



^gyftus porteata colat F Crocodihm adorat 
Part bac ; itUt favtt fahtram firpentihiu Jhim^ 
Bffigm /aoi mttt amtta ctresfiibid^ 



6id 
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laid that this huge Pile conlifted entirely of Stonei 
irithout any Timber, being fupported by a vaft Num* 
ber of IVlarble Pillars, with which the Roofs ari^ 
Walhl within were like wife incrufted, and theWhoK 
adorh'd with the fineft Sculptures. The numerottt 
Pafliages throughout the Biiilding were contrived to 
meet and crofs each otfier with fo much Intricacy, that 
it was impoflible for a Stranger to find his Way either 
in or out, ^thout the Afliftance of a Guide ; and ft* 
veral of the Chambers were of fiich a Stnifture, that 
on opening the Doors there was heard an awful Noife 
like Thunder. 

So great was the Strength of this wonderfiil Edi- 
fice, that it withftood for many Ages not only the 
^lige of Time, but th^t of its implacable Enemies 
the Inhabitants of HeracleffpoUs^ who did all they could 

Dimidio magics refinoft uii Mnmwn cBftnie, 
Jiquewtus fhehe ceitiMmjacH 9hmidforiis, 
B!U cMrukos^ bic fifttm fttamms^ iUic 
Offida MM canem ^omrMKiurp nemo DiimMML 
PittTum (^ c€f^ nefoj vio/arf, acfrangenmorfU' 
O/anHas gentgs, quihus hac nafcuntur in hkrtts 
Numnah, ; JuvEN. Sat. XV. 

Who has not htard wher^ ^gyH*^ 1^^4!&^ ar^ P^A^ 
What monfter Qods her fran tick Sons Ju^efiaip'di 
Hte Ms gorg'd with \velI-grown dorpe^tf, dim 
The CroMiile xommands religious Fear. 
Where Mmnon'i Status >n?|^. S(rin» uaig^e 
Widi vocal Sounds^ that emulate the Xyre ; 
And TMet (fuch, Fate^ are thy diMroitt Tuns f) 
Nbw proflrate o*er her pon^wus Ruiw bmuiu i 
A Mdnkey-God (prodigiout to be told !), 
Strikes the Beholder's Eye with buiwOCd /GM. 
Ti> Godfliip here Une Tritm's fcaly ,H^,. 
The River Progeny. is there piefeixM; 
Through Towns Dhna^s Pow*r negle^ed lies^ 
Where to her Dogs afpiring Templ^^ xife : 
And (hou*d you Leeks or Onions eat, no Tiaw 
Wou*d escmaoe the racrilegions Crime. . 
Religious Nations fure^ vatd blefli Abodes, 
Wk Te cv'r}- Orchard is o*er.nm with Gods ! 

to 



t5 demolifhic^ fi;ofn an Averfitisi they bore fx> the Cr^ 
epdilf^ >}7bich W)ui.the. peculiar. Peity of Arfmt. Pliny 
fiiys it was remaining in his.Days, after having (load 
ilireo thoiifaiKl fiat hundiied Years; and even at this 
prefent Time we flnd fufficient Tokens of its ahdeiit 
Grandeur. About ja Le^oe 6txn the. Temple of the 
Labyrinth rare found levcnd Heaps of Ruinj coTeird 
with Sand, aioid ^miany Stone) -fcatter'd up and dawd, 
lis if there JMd been great Buildings thereabouts. This 
jpiace iscall'd G«V09>and is undouboidly the Spot #here 
iheftmoui Labyripth was erc&ed. Walkiii^ over is^ 
w6 pbfs by feveral Remains .of andent Strufturts^ tiH 
we come to the largeft that is nqW fianding, which % 
tali'd C^-C^t'^fftOr the C^li.of Car^on^ about a hun- 
dred and fixtjn V^t in Length; and tighty in Breadth. 
.This is coi^c^r'd io have been, the fauare FyiiaUiLd 
^hich Sira^p fpeiks of at thq End of tne Labyrinth, 
Und calb the Sqiulchre 6f Immd^Sj but which iie h 
JufpeAed to have Confounded*, wkh the Pyramid in the 
Ifland. . . ' . :. . . 

• The Portieo is a very ruftick Work, almoft entire- 
ly deftroy'd, being no where above fuc Foot hijgh-; but 
theiie are fogie Remains of the large Marble FUUrs by 
which the Top of it was fupported. Having pab'd 
chrob^ thti Jrordco, we enter a fine fpacious HatU 
and beyond \x three others fucceffively, which ate 
roofd "Mdth large Tables of Msurble exquifitely jpin'd 
together, each of them twenty-five Feet long and 
three broad,- jeSching quite acrois' from one W^ td 
the other. At the farther Ertd-of the laft Hall are 
ccruin narrow. Apartments^ wherein it is probable the 
iacred Crotodiles were depofitt:d. Thefe Hails have 
feveral Openings .made in thenri, through wWch one 
may go into other Rooms on the fame LevtU from 
whence there are Staircales to go up intd ttiofe that 
were above, and down into thoie below ; biit molt of 
die Pafiages are jiow choak*d with Rubbifh. What 
remuns of tbtf Building is about thirty-four Feethigh^ 

T 4 aai 
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«nd there are Signs of a Cornice running romuf iti 
nbtwithftanding wbich^ it was undoubtedly higher for* 
mcrly than it is at prefent. 

We need not wonder at the Diiagreement to be 
found between the Ancients and Modems, and even 
among the Ancients themfelves, in- their Dcfcripdons 
ioE this Labyrinth, an Edifice of fo great Variety and 
Extent. What is now (landing of it (eems to be no 
mart than a fourth Pare of the inner Building, which 
in all Probability had four Fronts^ and twelve Halls 
anfwcring to them ; tkt reft being deca/d by Timei 
ior demolifhM by Defign, as appears from the Rutnft 
to be feen all round it toa confider^ble Diftance. 
- Okb Day we crofs'd over to the little Ifland of 
Raida^' or* Racudab^ which Ues in^the River between 
Obi Cairo and Gixe^ where We f^ent f(Mne HouHs with 
a great deal of Satisfaction. The Ifland is near a Mile 
lonff) having a Village of the fame Name at the North 
End of it, and is one of the moft delightful Spots 
imaginable, being planted on the Weft Side ^th 
lai^ge Sycamores, or PbaraoV% Fig-trees, as they arc 
commpniy call'd. In order to meafure the Incitafc of 
the iVSi^, there is a Building erefted at the Southern 
Point of this Idahd, into which the Stream has free 
•Adrtiietance : And in the Middle of this is placed th< 
'Mikiasi or meafuring Pillar, divided into Cubits^ as 
i^e may fuppofe the ancient Nilofccpts or Nilomiters 
were; whereby the Rife of the River is exactly known. 
This G)lumn is fix'd in aBafon, the Bottom of which 
is ptx>6ably on a Level with the Surface of the iVifr 
when at'loweft, for it would be of no Signification to 
have it go deeper. It has a fine old CwtfUbian Capital 
at the "fop, on which, refts a Beam that goes acrofito 
a Gallery. From a Owrt leading to .this StniAure 
there is a Defcent to the Nile by Steps, which ait 
caird Mt/tj's f/iiiW, it being a prevailing Opinion 
among the Vulgar that he was taken up there, after 
he had been expoied upon the River in the Ark of 

Bulrulhcs. 
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Bulruflies. At the fame End of the Ifland we find 
great Ruins of ancient Buildings, efpecially about the 
Mikias\ and to the Weft there are Remains of a 
Wall nine or ten Feet thick, buih of Brick, with fe- 
▼eral litde Turrets ; but the whole leems rather de^ 
toi'd to defend the Ifland againft the Encroachnients 
of the River, than againft an7 other Enemy. It is (aid 
that ox of the Sultans built a Pdace here, and made 
it his frequent Refidence, for the Sake of the Air, and 
the Fkalantnefs of the Situation. 

HaVino mentioned the Mikias^ w Nilemeter^ it 
naturalty' leads me to (ay fomethingof the annual Ri(e 
of the Nikj and of that Inundation which has always 
been accounted one of the greateft Wonders of Egypt^ 
and CO which it is indebted for all its Fertility and 
Happine(s ; for as it (eldom rains in the inland Parts of 
the Country, (thcn^h it frequently does upon the 
Coaft) and the Soil is naturally dry and fandy, if Pro- 
vidence had not io order'd it, that this beneficent Ri- 
ver (hould overflow and water the Lands at a certain 
Seafon of the Year, Egypt ^ inftead of thtf moft fertile^ 
woukl have been one of the moft barren' P^rts of the 
Univerie. . 

The Sources or Spring (jf the Nile wcrt abfolutelj^ 
unknown to the Ancients, who placed them in the 
MwUams of the Mom (as they are ufually call'd) ia 
the loib Degree of South Latitude. But our modem 
Travellers, efpecially the Portuguefe Mifllonarid^ 
who claim the Honour of the Difcovery, have found 
that they lie in Ethiopia^ in the eleventh or twelfth 
Degree of North Latitude ; which makes the Courfr 
of that River feveral hundred Leagues (horter than it 
was fuppofed by the Ancients. The Nile enters Egjj^t 
almoft under the Tropic of Cancer^ violently pouring 
itfelf, as it pafles, down (even Cataracts or Falk, from 
a very.confiderable Height, between rugged Rocks 
and Precipices, and -with fo great a Noife as to be 
heard at the Diftance of federal Leagues. According 
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to Seneca J the Inhabiunts near die Catara6b ufed for- 
merly to entertain Strangers with a Sight rather terri- 
fying than diverting } and the PraAice is flill contuiu- 
cd, if we may believe fome modem Traveller!. Twa 
of them get inooa fmall Boait« the one to guide it, the 
other to throw out the Water; and having for.ioBic 
Time fuftain'd the Violence of the agitated; Waves, 
diey dextrouQy fteer througfi the narrow Channek 
without touching the Rocks, diredting their little Yd^ 
fel with their Hands, tilt at laft they are carried dowi 
headlong by the falting Riven The affrighted $0qfta- 
tor now thinks them inevitably fwallow'd upmaidk, 
jbut immediately iees them appear again upon.the W^- 
ter, at a great Diftance from the Place where they 
^Uy juft as if they had been (hot out of an Engine \ 



• 5«wr«'$ Words arc thcfc: 
^ Inter miracula llnminis incre- 
<* dibilem incoltnan audadam 
ff accepi. fiini parvoJa navigxa 
'^' conicendunt, quorum alter 
■* navem regit, alter exhaarit. 
^ Deindemukum inter rapidam 
«' InGiniam Nil! Sc reciprocos 
^ fluAmtolntabytaudemtauxifT 
f fimoscanalestenent, perquot 
" ang^(ia rupium effiiinunty & 
^ com toto numtne' emifi navi- 
" pern mens maim temperant ; 
^ ndf^Boque fpoCbntiom metu 
'' in caput nod,, cum jsunadplo- 
** laveris, merfefqae atque ob- 
^ rutoi tanli mole credideris, 
** longe ab eo in qutm cedde- 
'* nmt loco navigguit, tormenti 
** ttcdom^ Ntcmeiptca^ 
** dcDB unda, ted planis aquis 
«• tradit/' Snuc. Nat. ^afl. 
L.IV. c. 2. —Though this 
Acoont iecms to be conim'd 
by ibme modem Travelleni yet 
lir. ?9cotki^ wbo lately ikw (e- 



vera! oTtte Catanft, hdcesnb 
Notke ofakiyibdiPtiiaide^ub 
dofii he repKfemiiiem asfiidi 
frightful Falls as thqr are gencr 
niny conceived to be. He vii^s 
</f lome Rodts of GnUce tiUch 
lie aemft'tbe Rhrer kk tliM dif- 
ferent Pbices, dividing tile 
Stream, and caufingieveal' Falls 
of Water; bat he.nukeitbe 
greateS of them not atiMfr fiprni 
or H^ Feet, and otfi^ didkt 
four^Sve. AstdtUOmiJyiit, 
thofe hieh Catanai nMlBtL 
fell with Uich a I^o& as to.^ 
prive the neifiU)Ouriii|^.lnIiilS« 
tants of their !Win|;;r UelcK^ 
upon the whole as faEdkma^ He 
adoaoynedgeSy ho#6ver, diat 
the People talk*d of other Cata- 
raAs beudes thofe he finv 1 . and 
that fotne redcon*dftven*M6atf- 
tains and feven CatanAs, whaA 
ieems agreeable to thr AnOEWiai 
cftheAadenta. 

From 



Gha&les Thompson, Efq\ 299 

From the Cattarads the KtU makes its Way throi^h 
Vfper and MdMi Egyft^ and a liule below Cairo di^ 
vidcs itfelf into two lai^c Branches, which rmpty 
tbendfelves into the Me^temauM at a great IMancQ 
from each other, one near Rofeito^ the other near Da^ 
wusU, as I have obferved above. Thus the Delia-^ 
the greateft Part of Lower^ Egypt^ is form'd ; but ai 
to the feven Mouths * of the NiU^ much fpoken <rf 
by the Ancients^ it is in vain to look for them at pre^ 
wit. Time ha\nng made great Alteradbns in the Fac6 
of the Country, as has likewife been aheady intimated. 
With regard to the annual Overflowing of the 
NiUy Her^doiuSy Dtodmrus^ and other ancient Author^ 
cell us, that the River begins to rife in Egypt about 
the Summer-Solftice, and continues fo to do till 
after the autumnal Equinox, or nearly the Space of 
one hundred Days; and that it gradually decreafes foii: 
about the lame Number of Days, till it returns to its 
proper Channel. This Account pretty well agreek 
with modem Obfervadons \ for thot^ the NHe- bev 
g^ to fwell in the Month of Majj its Increafe is in*- 
Gonfideiable at Old Cairo dll about the eighteenth ot 
nineteenth of June ; nor is any publick Notice taken 
of it till the iSib of that Month, at which' Time it is 
ufualhrriTen to five or fix Cubits^ or Peeks ^ a ^tertijh 
MeaiuM, concerning the precile Length whereof At^ 
ciiorsaii^not-well agrted; but which maybe recla>n*d 
aboubfive-and twenty Inches. At this Time the pubL 
Ikk CrycM proclwm the- Rife of the River in the Citk 
of. Caito^ and continue in the fame mahher to publifft 
how itouch it increofes every Day, tiUit rifes tofixteeii 

^ Tim Ntmet of ' theTe ties fhmding 'on diexr feverti 

Mootbiy bcguning from, dia Bianchet. TheMwvreaMatwIi 

Weft,, wpre. the Om ^ ^ the Pfemd§Jtmma^ w hik UmixSne^ 

Herael^Hc, die BMitic, the as they called them, nam'dP/- 

Sitimt^, the Patbm§ik^ the luptim MxA DiUcss, which could 

MemliJUm, the fmutit^ and the not can^r foch' laige Vtfels' tt 

Fihfiac^ fo called fiom the Ci- the othen. 
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Pecks, when they make great Rejoicings, ahd cry out 
Waffa Allab^ implying that God has given tbem A- 
tundance. 

. The Nile commonly fwells to this Height at the 
latter End of Jufyj or before the twentieth of Augi^i 
but the fooner it happens, they have the gfieater Hopes 
pf a plentiful Seafon. Sometimes, indeed, it has hlkn 
out K> late as the firft, and even the nineteenth of Sep- 
tembcTj as it did in the Year 1 705 ; but then the Coun« 
try has been afflifted with Plague and Famine, the 
River not rifing afterwards to its ufual Height. For 
it is to be obferv'd, that though lixteen Peeks gene- 
rally portend Plenty, and are the Condition upon which 
the People pay their Tribute to the Grand Sjgnior, 
yet nineteen or twenty are requifite to caufe z general 
Flood, and prepare the Lands for Cultivation. Eigh- 
teen Peeks arc reckoned but an indifferent Nile^ and 
twenty-two a very good one, beyond which it feldom 
rifes* If it exceed twenty-four, it is faid the Inunda- 
tion is of bad Confequence, the Waters not irtiring 
time enough to fow the Com ; but I know no Inftan- 
^s of fucTi an Excefs. The Time when the Nik is 
at higheft is ufually about the Middle of Septemhr. 
; As it may ^afily be conceiv'd that the River cannot 
X>{ itfelf overflow the Lands every where in the necef* 
jary Proportion, the Inhabitants have been obliged, 
with incredible Labour, to cut a vaft Number of Cir 
jnals and Trenches from one End of Egfpt to the o- 
ther; fo that almoft every Town and Village has iti 
Canal, which is open'd at the proper Time, and the 
Water fucceffivelyconvey'd to the moft diftant Places. 
Thefe Canals or Trenches are not permitted to be o- 
;pen'd till the River has rofe to a ceruin Height, nor 
yet all at once; for in that Cafe fome Lands would 
have too much Water, and others too little; but they 
begin to open them aaording to a publick Reguhuoa 
cf Meafures made for that Fiirpolc. 

Whe» 
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Whjbn the Nile is fwell'd to the Height of fixteen 
Peeks, the Bank is cut to let it into the KbaliSy as they 
call the great Canal above-mpntionM, which runs 
through the City of Cairo. The Ceremony of cutting 
this Bonk or Mound, which is raiied every Year whea 
the River begins to increafe, is alw»s perform'd with 
vail Solemnity, in the Preience of the Bafiiaw himfelf, 
(who ^ves the firil Stroke) accompanied by all his 
great Ofikers, and attended by an innumerable Mul- 
titude of Peoole, this being one of the g^eateft Fefti- 
vals obiiilrv'd by the Egyptians. On this Gkxafion the 
Barees and GaUeys, in whkh the Bafhaw and his At* 
tendants come up the River from Bulac^ make a very 
pretty. Appearance, having Sails of different Cbburs, 
and abundance of Flags and Streamers. The Trum* 
pets and other Mufick, accompanied with the firing 
of Guns and the repeated Shouts of the People, add 
tQ the Grandeur of the Ceremony, and make an agree* 
able ConfiifioD. In a Word, Bonfires, Illuminations^ 
and the fincfl: Fireworks, together with feveral Sorts 
pr Games and Exercifes*, and whatever can be 
thought o£ to demonftrate an univerlal Joy, are con- 
dnued for three Days and three Nights without Inter* 
miinbn. 



Amons odier diverting 



mong 
vhkE 



whidi are exhibited on 
4& OctafioDy M. ^beventi ttVk 
n of two Swimmen, whoie 
Perfbtniuicei were veiy finpii- 
zing. Qpq«f thefey he aflare$ 
Of, Jbe &W with his Hands tied 
bdiind hit Bttky and hit Feet 
bonxl with an Iron Chain of 
ten PcNinds weighty who flood 
upright in the Water, and in 
tpatmannerweBtfromthe Open- 
mg of the Canal quite through 
GraMdCair», (which it between 
Ihrec and &m Miles} piecided 



by a Boat fuD of People with 
Drums and Trumpets, and fol- 
io wM by feyeral others. He wu 
rewarded bf the Baifaawwitha 
fine Veft, and a Prefent in Mo-r 
ney, befides what he colleded 
from the Spe£bton, which un- 
doubtedly was very confiderabliu 
Another of thefe Fdlows fwani 
in Chaitti horn one End of th« 
A%«£r to the other, withaPipo 
in his Mouth, and a DKh of 
Coffee in his Hand wfthout fpil- 
ling it; and had the fiune Re^ 
wm fioiBL the Viceroy. 



\fii 
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In andeht Times this annual Ceremony was not on- 
ly attended with great Rqoicings, but it is 6id tht 
Egyptians ufed alio to facr^Sce a Girl, or a Boy and a 
Girl, to the iVSffe, as a Tribute paid to that River for 
the Bleflings they derived from it. This inhuman 
Cirflom continued, as we are told, rill die Turks mwdc 
thcmfehres Matters of Egypt^ when it was abdifhM 
according to the prudent Remonftrances of the firft 
Governor; but unfortunately the River did not rife 
that Year to its accuftom'd Height. The Tear fol- 
lowing it was worfe, fo that the Peopte, apprehend-, 
ing a Faminfc, and thinking it was owing to the Difl 
continuance of the ufual Sacrifice to die Riviery begaii 
to murmur; whereupon the Governor led out the In* 
habitants of Cniro, Turks^ ^ews and Ctri/KaUsy to A 
Mountain on the Eaft of the City, and, after a pa* 
dieric Exhortation, obli^ all that wtre prefent to 
Oflfer up their Pi-avers to God for obtaining his Mercy, 
in which Excrci(e they foent the Remainder of the 
Day, and the following Night. Early in the dom- 
ing News was brought to the Governor, that die NiU 
hS rifenno lefs than twelve Peeks in die Night- 
time; whereupon nothing was heard but the Pivfe^ 
of God, and the joyful Acclamations of the People. 
Coming down from the Mountain, they ere£tod an 
Altar at the Mouth of the Canal ten Feet liigti« where- 
Qn they threw a great Quantity of Flowers^ and a 
Branch of Olive; which laft, they lay^ todc Rpst 
diere, as a more ^to^^le Offering to God diafl thft 
former innocent Viaim. How mixJi Trddi tKcre ii 
in this Story, I ihall not take upon me to detemuaes 
l^t be that as it will, it is certain the Caftom pKSnUk 
to this Day of raifii^ a Sort of earthen j^ar or Al- 
tar near the Entrance of the Kbalis^ and adortiftig k 
ti^ith Flowers, which» on cutting the Bankt is camol 
down by the Violence of the Stream, i^lieoof tbo 
human Sacrifice they u&d formei^:t(> ofibf to the Rv 
rer-Deity. Wc are alio informed, that lince a Stop 

has 
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has been put to the abovc-mcndon*d fuperftidous Cm- 
elty, whenever the Waters fail of rifing to their ac* 
cpflqxn'd Height, they have recourfe to Prayers on the 
^me ^{ouhtam. 

The Qraad Signior has no Title to his Tribute, as 
)ias beca dready intimated, till the Opening of the 
Canal at OurOy which is not to be done till the NiU 
lilb to fixteen Peeks-, and therefore if the Bafhaw^ 
or Vicqvy» Should caufe it to be open'd before the 
ftiver is fwell'd to that determinate Height, the Far«* 
iners ipay refufe to pay their Rents to the Emperor^ 
whether the Year be plentifiil or not, and the Balhasr 
is anfwerable for the Conlequence. Whilft the Nik 
is rifing, nobody but the Bafbaw, or one from him, 
is admitted to the Miluasj except the People who be^ 
long to U; and yet it is laid, cnat they keep the Ba« 
fliaw and his Officers in the dark with refbedb to their 
X^bnner of computing the Increafe of the River, ip 
9S to let it rife confiderably higher than fucteen Peeb 
without making it known; being willing to have the 
Profpeft of a good Year before they prochum the 
Wacerfs nfiog to that Standard, which lubjedfai them 
to the Pi^ymeiit of dicir Tribute. In the Year 1734* 
when I was in j^£)$/, the Nik rofe to fixteen Peeks 
on the 3Ptk of Jtifyi on which Day the KbaJis was 
9pen'd with the ufijal Pomp and Solemnity. 

Th£ Ancients being igru>»nt of the true Caufe of 
t!^ annual Inundation of the Nilej whidi (eem*d the 
more ^unaccountable to them, becauie, contrary to other 
^YCrs, it overflow'd in the Sumrner and decreafixi in 
Winoer, made fevcral fhrew*d Conjeftures to explain 
^ Bh^roomenon, as may be feen in HerodotuSi Di^ 
dorusj and Seneca. But it is now np longer a Mattel 
of Difwte, it beipg univerlally allqi^'d to be occa^ 
uoa^ci D^ the great R^ins that fall in Eibi^pia^ towards 
the Sourpes ot the River, which lays that Countxy.al* 
o^intffqly ut\df!F W^tec, as it afterwards doea& 
^/, SomQ. cif th^ Ancioit&.indeeda « Sfrah ofa^ 
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{ervcSj guefsM this to be the Caufe, though they were 
not certain of it % but it was afterwards confirm'd by 
Eye-witncffes^ Pioletny Pbiladefybus^z very curious and 
inqui(itive Prince, having fent fome Perfons on pur* 
pofe to examine into the Matter. Thefe Rains con- 
ftantly fall in Ethiopia during the Months of April 
and Mof ; as they alfo do in other Countries that fie 
between the Trapicsj cauHng the Rivers which have 
their Rife or Courfe within thofe Circles to break 
through their ordinary Bounds, and overflow the Lands 
for many Miles before they reach the Sea, particularly 
m Siam^ Bengalj and other Parts of the Eaft- Indies, 

It muft be fuppofed, that the North or Etefian 
Winds (as the Ancients call'd them) contribute not a 
little to the Increafe and Overflowing of the Nile. Thefe 
Winds begin to blow in Egypt about the latter End 
of Mafy and drive the Clouds, formed by the Va- 
pours of the MediterraneoHj as far as the Mountains 
of Etbiapiaj where they condenfe and fall down in 
violent Rains. Or, if this be not granted, at leaft 
they promote the Inundation in another Refpefk, by 
retsuding the Cburfe of the River, and preventing the 
Water from flowing down fo faft mto the Sea^ as it 
would do without fuch an Obfljiiftion. 

The Caufes of the Inundation being thus aflign'd, 
let us now confider its Efie6b, and the Methods taken 
"by the Egyptians to render it univerfally beneficial. 
This is done chiefly, as I before obferv'd, by cut- 
ting a vaft Number of Canals and Trenches, ftom 
which the Lands are overflowed, and not commonly 
from the main Body of the Nik^ where the Banks are 
high *, but it is otherwife where they are low, panku^ 
larly in the Delta. Canals are carried along the lugbcr 
Grounds, that the Water may have a Fall from than 
to the lower Parts; and fibm the great Canals it b 
drawn out into fmall Channels, and convey'd all over 
the Country. As they have Dikes to keep die Water 
out of the Quials till the proper Time comes to ktifr 
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in, lb in fome of them they have Contrivances to keep 
it in after the Nile is fallen, as well |s in certain Lakes} 
from whence they can \tt it out upon their Lands at 
pleadire. 

However, as thert arfe fome Parts of the G>untry 
which lie too high to be water'd by the Canals^ and 
feveral of their Gardens and Plantations rebuire niore 
Reftefhment than what they receive from ttie annind 
loundatioii, they make ufe of various Means to raiic 
Water from the River, which, is lodged in Gftems of 
Refervoirs contrived for that Purpofe. . This was ail* 
ciently done by Archimedes^ s Screw^ or the fiiral Punf^ 
which is not known at prefent ; but they how gene- 
rally ufe the SMab (or Per/urn Wheel) which is tum'd 
by Oxen, and csirries a Rope hung with feveral earthen 
Veflels^ which fill as it goes round; and empty them-, 
felves it top intx) the Ciftem. Where the Banks of 
the River are high, they frequently make a Bafon in 
the Side of them, near which they fix an upright Pole; 
and another, with an Axle ^rofs the Top of that, at 
one End whereof hangs a great Stone, and at the o- 
ther a leathern Bucket; which Bucket being drawii 
down into the Water by two Men, is raifed up again 
by the Weight of die Stone, the Men direding it, 
and emptying it into the Bafon. Machines of both 
thefe Kinds are placed along the Banks of the Nile^ 
the former chiefly m the lov^cr^ the latter in the up^ 
Parts of Egypt \ the Difficulty of raifiiig Water in* 
creating, in proportion a$ we advance up the River. 

When any of their Gardens of ^Plaritatibns want 
Refrefhmept, the Water is conveyed from the Ciftems 
into jfever4 little Trenches, and from thence conduced 
all round the Beds in various Rills, which the Gardinet 
tafily (tops b)r liiifing the Mould againft ^hem with 
his Foot* 5 apd divetts the Current another Way 



ac« 



* *' i*iikliethod, (the Urn* !* cdmreymg Mdftureand Noa* 
«« ed Dr. SImpw obfervcs] of *' rifltment to ^ Land that' |t 

* Yoi;.IIL N^XLV. U cc«&sv^ 
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cording as he fees Occafion. By this means they have 
the fineft and moft fertile Gardens in the World; and 
their Pomgranates, Oranges, Lemons, and fevend o- 
ther Sorts of Frpit-trees, afford a cooling Shade» 
which in die hot Climate of Egypi is exceedingly de- 
UghtfiiL 

It has been long fince obfenrM, and fcarce needs 
to be repeated, that the extraordinary Ferdlity of £- 
gfpt is to be afcribed to the Overflowing of the Nile, 
whkh leaves behind it an annual Stratum of prbli6c 
ISiIud or Slime, fuffidently compeniating, without any 
Other Manure, for what the forcing Hanreft has 
impaired. This Sediment b of a very light Nature, 
feeling almoft like an impalpable Powder^ and is fo 
excellivdy rich, that they frequendy find it neceflanr 
to temper it widi a Utde Sand, to abate its Strengtn 
and Rankneis. The Soil of Egypt^ excepc the Ad^ 
didons it thus receives fiom the Inundation of the Rt- 
ver, is naturally fandy; and remains bare, widiont 
being coverM with the Mud of the Nikj fioNT about a 
Mile from the Mountains. This Soil does well enough 
for Trees, but, with all the Water they can bring to 
iu will hot produce a Crop of Com to anfwer the 
Expence. 

Thb lower Pkrts of Egjpt are fi^po&d tp have 



«* feldom refi€fli*d with Km, 
f' u often alloded to in die 
" holy Scriptnresy whereby they 
•' likewife pardcnlarly diftin- 
«' gmih fjjs^ ^m the Land of 
«< Qmatm : For tU Land ((ays 
•< Mofes to the Children of ^ 
f< -raelf.Diia.ld. lO, ii.) wit- 
*• thit tbougocft in to fojifi it, 
'* // not as the Land of Egypt, 
** from mtbtnci yt rami out, 
•* nubtre tbom fvwedft thy Seed, 
f< and wmternfjfit'witbii^ Foot, 
f< 4sm Garden of Uirttk ^Mttki 



*' LandnubiiberyepHf^fik 
'' isaLandtfMilhaadralkyi, 
*' and drinkah Wetiir #/ thi 
" Rmnoflkmienr Boththefe 
Coontriesy however, were ren- 
dered frotdbl by a pecnliar Pio- 
▼idence; jfT^^ by the wonder- 
ful InvndAtion of the JtHk, and 
pMieftiM hj the firmer and hiter 
Rains, which regohrly &D at 
two appointed Seafiju of toe 
Year, fo long as the Ifireu&a 
centinQcid hi tiKir Daqr^ 

beea 
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been originally a Morafs, neither fit €o be cultivated 
nor inhabited; for before the Canals were made, a leis 
^antity of Water muft have overflowed the Coun- 
try, and there have reniain'd and ftagn Aed lb long, as 
hot to leave a proper Seafon for Tilfage and Harveft; 
fiut in Procefs ot Time, when the Surfiux 6f thi; 
Ground was cdnfiderablv rtifed by Repeated Acceffioni 
of Mud and Slime, when Canals were open'd« and 
tiie Nile was fufficiently confinM within its own Bardes^ 
the Inundations were not lb exceffive and pernicious; 
the fiipeiiluous Waters were eafily drained off, an4 
the Land lenderM fruitful and fit for Cultivation. That 
^gypt has been thtis ndfed lUid Augmented a|)pears front 
iindeniible Arguments and Obfervations, and pardcu* 
krly from this, that the Soil varies in Depth iii pro* 

gordon to its Difbnce fi-om the River, being fome* 
mes twenty or thirty Foot deep near the Banksj 
whereas it is not abote fix or feven Inches at the far* 
theft Parts to which the Inundation ex^nds; and this 
notwithftandirig the Evennefe of the Cbiintiy. But if 
this be iiot thought a fufficicnt Proof, let what Hefffm 
dotus tells us be cpnfidcr'd, xhit in the Reign of Mf^ 
Wi, if the Niie rofe to the Height of eight Cubits, all 
the Lands of Egfpt were fufliciently overflowed; but 
that in his Time"*(almoft nine hundred Years after) 
fifteen or fixtcen Cubits of Water were neceflfary to 
cover the Country. As to the Quantity of Mud thus 
annually left by the River, it is, a Point not eafy t* be 
determined with any Exaftnels*; which I (hall therefi 



, • Dr. Sbaw propoTes kiiii 
Cof^edore, that the lAxA left 
by the iV/// has ntifed th^ Sitr- 
iace of the Land of tgjftf ever 
fiioe the Defnge^ in a Propor- 
don of fomewhat more dan a 
foot ini a hmufrcd Yean ; ac- 
con&ng to which Compatadon, 
the w£rie perpendictte Accef- 
ttm of Soil toUi that Period to 



the Year I72i» (reckoning that 
Interval to be 4072 Years) mnft 
hxre been forty-one Feet eight 
Inchet. And from henoe th^ 
Doftor imagmes, that m pro- 
cefi of Time the whole Coontry 
may He raided to fuch a Height, 
that the River will not be able 
to overflow its Banks, and E^ 
jMF^^onieqiiently be reduced to 
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fore Icjve for the Amufement of thofc who are better 
Ikiird in Calailations of that Nature. 

As Egypt was formerly the Granary of the Reman 
Empire, fo it is now of the Ottoman Dominions, which 
it fiimifhes with Rice and Wheat, whenever they have 
occafion; vaft Quantities of Com being laid up by the 
Arab Shecks in Upper Egypt^ more than is fufficient 
for the Confumption of that Country. This appears 
the lefs furprizing, when we confider, that they have 
two Harvefts in Egypt \ a Spring-Harveft from Jtf- 
nuary to May^ and a Winter-Harveft about 03ober. 
For the latter, about March ^ before the Land is over- 
flow*d, they fow Rice, InMan Wheat, and what they 
call the Com of JDamafcus^ which produces a large 
Cane, and has an Ear like Millet. At the fame Time 
they likewife plant their Sugar-Canes; for all thefe re- 
quire a great deal of Water, efpecially Rice, ^hich is 
reap'd before the Flood is quite gone off, and remev'd 
to dry Ground. The largeft Crops of this Grain are 
produced near Damiata and RofettOj and in other Parts 
of the Deltaj where the Lands are low, and confe- 
quently more eafily overflowM than thofe that lie 
higher up the River. The Rice has an Ear fomething 
like Oats, and the Grain looks like Barley, till the 
Hufk be taken off, which is done with a hollow Cy- 
linder, rais'd and let down by a Machine tumM by 
Oxen ; and after it is cleanfed, they mix a little Salt 
with it, in order to prcferve it from the Vermin. 



the greated Barrennefs. But 
Dr. Pococke is of another Opi- 
nion, as fuppoiing that a great 
Quantity of Soil is annually car- 
ried off in the Productions of the 
Earthy the Lofs of which is not 
any way fupplied by manuring 
the Land, and that the Bed of 
the Nile may rife by the fubfjding 
of the heavier fandy Particles ; 
for ivhich Reafons he thinks it 



improbable that the Land will 
ever increafe to fuch a Hei^» 
as to be depriv*d of the luual 
Inundations. However, lieob- 
fervesy if that fhould one Time 
or other be the Cafe in Lrwr 
Egjftf the Inhabitants woold on- 
ly be in the Condition of thofe 
of Uffir SgyPh ^^ ^^ oUiged 
to raife the Water by Art and 
Labour. 

Their 
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Thbir Spring-Corn and Vegetables are fown in 
NavembeTj or fomething fooner or later, according as 
the Waters retire; but earlieft in fuch Parts as are not 
overffow'd by the River, Thefc arc Wheat, which 
is all bearded, and Barley, that has fix Rows of Grain 
in one Ear, and is ufed chiefly for Horfes; as alfo 
Flax, Lentils, Lupins, and Things of the fame Na- 
ture. They have no Oats, but Pknty of Beans, with 
which they feed their Camels; and the People like- 
wife eat them green, both raw and boil'd. Neither 
have they any P&de, but a Sort of Vetch with one 
large Gmin in each Pod, which is not much inferior 
to Peafe in Tafte, and is eaten raw when green, and 
boird when dry. At this Seafbn they alio culdvate 
their Safrawm^ (or Carfbamus) which grows like Suc- 
cory, and the Flower of it is ufed in Dying, and is 
accordingly exported into Europe. The Wheat and 
Barley, which they fow at this Time of the Year, 
they reap in March and April. I ought likewife to 
obferve, that they have little or no Grafs in Egypt^ 
but its Place is very well fupply'd with Clover, which 
they fow without pbughing the Land, and have plen* 
dful Crops of it at the Beginning of the Year. Hence 
it is, as I have intimated already, that Egj^i appears 
in its greateft Beauty in the Months of December and 
January^ when it is the Middle of the Spring, and 
the whole Country is cover'd with green Com and 
Clover, and many Plants are in their full Bloflbm. 

It has been juftly obferv'd indeed, by the Ancients 
as well as the Modems, that nothing can be a finer 
Sight than Egypt at two Seafons of the Year ; for if 
a Man aicend fome Mountain in the Month of Augufi 
or September J he beholds a wide Sea, in which appear 
almoft innumerable Towns and Villages, intermixed 
with Groves and Fruit-trees, whofe Tops are only vi- 
fible, and here and there a Caufcway for Communi- 
cation between one Place and another; which all to- 
gether form a Profpedt as agreeable as it is uncommon^ 
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PP the other hand, in the Spring-Months above-men- 
tion'cJ, the whole Country is like one contintied Mer 
dow, whofe Vcndurc, cnamcll*d with Flowers, charms 
the Speftator \ who likewife lees Flocks arid Herds 
difperfedover aH the Plains, ind the Peaiants bufied 
lin their rural Enrpkyyihenct. In a word, Nacuret 
which is then dead as it were in other Clunaees, icems 
iiere to be in its Bloom and Gaiety. 

HAVitfc gone thus far in the Natural FHAory of 
^gypt^ it feems proper to throw together Ibme other 
Pardculars relating to the fame Subjeft, efpecialljr the 
vegetable and animal Produdions of that Country. 
iSeveral of the former have been already mendon'd iq 
fpeakiiig of their Harvefls^ to which we may add iii 
general, that they have great Plenty of escdleht Fruits 
and Roots of various Kinds, and their Kitchen-Gar- 
dens a'oound with the fined Melons and Cucumbers, 
which cooling Food is much eaten by the People in 
hot Weather, and the green Sugar-Canes a<e' another 
confiderable Part of <heir Diet. Leeks and Onions, 
which were once deified in Egypt ^ (till abound there; 
^t are not held in that extravagant Veneration. They 
have an Herb callU Ai7, of which they make a Sort 
of Indigo Blue; but in what Manner they do it I am 
not acquainted. Upper Egypt ^ I tm tnfbnn'd, aboundi 
With dena, which is fent to moft Parts of Eurtpt\ 
;and the Goloquindda grows wild there, being like a 
Calabafh, and about die Size of a large Orange 

It cannot be expeiSlad that a Country like Egypt^ 
which is very hot and annually ovt|fiow!d, fkould nar- 
tiirally produce any great Variety of Pkrtts, thd ten- 
der ones being every Year deftroy d either by the Heat 
6v the fnundanon; and, eiccept thofe of mt aqoatick 
Kind, it may be prefumed there arc very few in Er 
lyp that were originally produced there, but that moft 
-ot them have been tranfplanted into it from other 
Countries. A Plant of great Antiquity, and perhaps 
a Native of Egypt^ is now rarely to be met with, the 

poorer . 
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poorer Sort of People having almoft deftroy'd it by 
continually digging up the Roots of it whenever they 
wanted Fuel, I mean the 'Papyrus^ or Biblus^ which 
grew plentifully on the Banks of the Nile^ and was 
made uie of by the Ancients to write upon*, from 
whence our "Paper took its Name. This Plant has 4 
lame Stem, out of which fome fay th^ took the 
Pith, which they work'd into a white Pafte or Glue, 
and of that made a Kind of Paper, almoft in the fame 
Manner as we do with our Linen-Rags ; but others 
iay they ufed the inner Rind of the Plant for that pi^- 
pofef. Of the Papyrus they likewife made Mats, 



* VarioBS are the Mtterials, 
cm which Maakfaid in difeoit 
Ajses and Conntrkt have con- 
trived to write their Sentiments ; 
as on Stones, Bricks, ^e Leaves 
of Flowers and Trees, and their 
Rinds or fiatlui aUb Tables of 
Wood, ^Wax, and Ivorjr; to 
K^hich may be added Plates of 
Lead, Linen-RoUs, &r. In 
fome Places and Ages* they have 
even written on die Skins of 
PiAes, in otfaenon the Inte- 
tinesofSerpeati^ and in others 
4X1 the Backs of Tortoifes. At 
length the Egypium Pafjnu was 
ihvented ; then Parchment, Cot- 
ton-Pkper, and laflfy the com- 
Boa or Linen-Paper, nowge- 
nerallvufedin Ettrtffa for in 
jBmie Parts of the World, where 
the Eur9fum Paper has not been 
itttrodiieed, die Natives to this 
Day write upon the Leaves of 
certain Trees or Plants, as well 
;as their Ancedors. 

f The Manner of making the 
RgjftioM Paper, according to the 
Wft Accounts we ha\'e, was as 
ibUows. They began with lop- 
ping off the Head and Root of 



AePMfynu, as of no Ufe in this 
Manuftdnre; aaddiemnain- 
ing Stcmchey flit lengthwife in- 
to two equal Pkrts, dipping 
firom each of thefe the thin icaly 
Coats or Pellides, whereof it 
was coitopofed, widi the Point of 
a Penkmfe, or with ' a Needle, 
accordii^ to P/upf. The inner- 
noft of rae Pellicles were look'd 
on as die beH, andthofe nearell 
die Rind er Bark theworft; berog 
kept apart acceidia^y ,and con-^ 
flitutiM diffisrent Sms of Ftoer. 
per. As the Coats were taken 
off, they extended them on a 
Tsd)Ie, and two| of them were 
laid over each other tnuifverfely, 
fo as that their Fibresmade righc 
An^; and in this State they 
were glued together by the 
muddy Waters of the NiU. 
They were then prcfi'd to get 
• out die Water, afteiwards dried, 
and laftly flatted and ImoothM by 
beating them with a Mallet, 
and thus they became fit to 
write upon ; but with a Hemi- 
iphereof Glafe, or the like, they 
fometimes gave them a farther 

Poliih. . 

y 4 Cloaths^ 
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Cloaths, Shoes, Ropes, Sails, and feveral domcftic 
]LJtenfils: But more ufeful Inventions have fet all this 
afide, and the Plant is now cnti?^ly neglefted, and al- 
|noft extirpated oijt of Egypt. 

The Lotusj whicji grows plentifully in the Lower 
Egypt^ efpeciajly near Rofetto^ is a Spiccies of the Wa- 
jer-Lilly. Its Leaves float on the Water, and cover 
the Surface of it, producing m^ny Flowers^ which 
were formerly wove into the Crowns of CQnq\jerors. 
The ancient Egyptians made Brevl of the iCliadle or 
l^ulp of this Plant dried, which refemblcd that of a 
Poppy, and they alfo ufed to cat the Rootof it, which 
4s rpiipd, and as big as an Apple. The Arabs make 
^ Drink of thia Lotus^ which is good for inward Heat; 
wd they eat the Stalk and Heads of them raw, which 
are very moift and cooling. 

The jilbenna^ or Alkenna^ is a Shrub that flioot^ 
forth 4 great many Branches, bearing Leaves like thofe 
of an Olive-tree, but fhorter, broader, and of a more 
pleafant Green, The Flowers, which are fmall, and 
fet like thofe qf the ' Ejder, have an agreeable Smell, 
and are thrown by the Inl^abitants into the'u: Baths. 
The Women paint their Nails yellow with a Dye 
tnadc of the Seed of this Plant, by way of Ornament. 

I HAVE already mcritionM the Flax of Egypt^ but 
it may not be amifs to bbferve, that this Country is 
not iio\y fp remarkable for its Bne Linen as it was an^ 
ciently, which was carried to fuch a Perfedlion, that 
the Threads could fcarce be difcern'd by the niceft 
Eye. It grew in fuch Plenty, that they had not only 
^nough to cloath their Priefts (who wore nothing elfe) 
and People of Condition, and to make Shrouds for 
their Dead, but to export confiderable Quantities of it 
into other Countries. In fhort, this Manufadhjre was 
in great Requeft all over the Eaft*; and the fupcrfinc 
Sort of it, caird Byjfusy w^ often dyed in Purple» 

• Proif. vii. 1 6. Eztk, xxvii. ^^ 

and 
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and was fo dear, that none could afford to wear it but 
the mod wealthy Perfons. 

The grcateft Part of Egfpi is 511 open Country, 
having very few Woods, and indeed npt many Trees 
but fuch as feem to have been ori^nally Strangers to 
the Soil. Thofe which grow only in G^cns, as the 
ieveral Kinds of Oranges and Lemons, (he Apricot, 
the Pomegranate, the Mofeb^ (which bears a delicate 
Fruit that cannot be preferv*d) the Caus or Creani-trec, 
and the Cajfta Fifiulaj are all of them undoubtedly 
Exotics. The Tree cali'd Sounfy which feems to ht 
fi Species of the Acacia^ is common enough in Egypt\ 
and is moft likely to be a Native of die Country. It 
b often planted on each Side of the Road, and there 
are little Woods of it near fome Villages. TheKeyis 
or Pods, which it bears, are ufed inftead of Bark in 
tanning of Leathef . There is another Sort of it call'd 
Fetneb^ which grows in their Gardens, and is efteem'd 
pn account or the Sweetnefs of its yellow Flowers'; 
but its Roots, when open'd and brui(ed, emit fuch a 
difagreeable Smel], as may be perceiv'd at a confi- 
derable Diftance. 

The DwneT^ the Sycamore of the Andents, which 
the Europeans call Pharaoh's Fig^ is a laige ipreading 
Tree, with a round Leaf, and its Fruit like the com- 
pion Figs, but fomething fmaller, and not much e- 
fteem'd. It is remarkable, that the Fruit grows oti 
ifeveral ftiort Branches without Leaves, which (hoCt 
put from the main Limbs of the Tree. At the End 
piF the Fig a Sort of Water gathers together, which 
is let out by cutting the Skin, otherwife the Fruit will 
not ripen. This Tree is propagated by planting its 
Branches, which grow very faft, and is* common c- 
nough about the Villages near Cairo. It was of the 
Wood of the Sycamore that the ancient Egyptians 
made their Coffins, fome of which remain found to 
this very Day, as I have before obfervM. Thefe Trees 
are likewife found in fome Farts of Syria. 
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Of all the Trees of EQfty none is more extraordi- 
nary than the Valm or Date-Tr^e^ which is very ufc- 
fiil in the Country, and diferves bur particular No- 
tice. This Tree grows very high in one Stem, biK 
is not of a proportionable Bulk, being feldom above 
a Foot in Diameter, except about Faiume^ where they 
are large, and are fawn into Boards, which is hot ^fual 
in pthcr Places, Its Wood is porous, and that which 
is moft folid has a coarfc Grain; but its great Pccu- 
Jtarity is, that the Heart of the Tree is th<j fofteft, 
the outer Parts being n^oft hard and durable. It is 
three or four Years before the Body of this Tree an- 
pears above Grogndf, but it continues as we fee it id 
pur Green-Houfes, If the Top be cut off, with the 
JSoughs coming from it, the young Bud and the Ends 
[of the tender Shoots united together are a delicious 
Food, mvich finer than Chefnuts, and fold at a high 
Price.' The Boughs are of a Grain like Cane, from 
whence, as the Tree grows up, iflue a great Number 
pf fmall Fibres, which crofs one another in fuch a Man- 
ner as to forni a Sort of dofe Net-work; and this the 
People gather, fpin it out with their Hands, and make 
.Cords of it of all Sizes, and alfo Bruflies for their 
.Ooaths. Of the Leaves fhey make ^fleets. Mat- 
trefles, %ooms, ^c. and of the Branches all Sorts of 
Cage- Work, and Boxes to pack up Goods in: And 
the Ends of the Boughs that grow next the Trunk of 
the Tree, being beaten till the Fibres feparate, fcrvc 



• The Palm-tree, fays Dr, 

Sbaiv^ h propagated chiefly 

from young SbooU taken from 

t^e Roots qS full-grown Trees % 

.which, if well trni^nted and 

taken care of, w31 yield their 

Fnxit fix or feven Years after ; 

whereat thofe that are raisM 

* immediately from the Stone will 

. not bear tin about their fixteenth 

Year. He adds, that the 



Tree is in its greatefl Vigoor ^- 
bout thirty Yean after Traitf*- 
plantadon, and continiies fe lor 
lev«nty Years longer, bearing 
Chillers of Dat« of ifioMi ^ 
twenty Pounds Weighty but 
frwa that Period itgradoslly de- 
cays, and ufually falls towards 
Che latter End of its fecond Qen- 
Cury. Sbmv*i Tr^n/th^ p. 224. 

likewifc 
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Ukewife for Beefoms. The Boughs of the Palm-tree 
<Ue in about five or fix Years, tt^ugh they do not fall 
•if of theipfelves for many Years afterwards; but, as 
they are fit for fi^ch various Ufes, they commonly 
)op them off annually, leaying the Ends of them, 
which ftrengthens the Tree confiderablv. In aCoimft 
of Years, however, thefe drop ofFj and the Tree, bc«- 
if^ thereby weaken^, is frequently blown dpwn and 
dcftfoy^d. When they obferye a Tree is feeble to- 
wards the Bottom, they raife a Bank of Earth round 
it, ^A it ihoots out abundance of fmall Roots, which 
imake it the bettser able to witfaftand the Violence of 
the Wind, The Date, or Fruit of this Tree, is in a 
kind of Sheath, which opens as it grows. The Male 
bears a large Bunch, which is fullof a whidfh Fari$ts% 
and with this the young Fruit of the Female mufl: be 
impregnated*, or it neyer comes to Perfeftion; fior 
which Reafon they tie fome of the Fruit of the Male 
|o every bearing Branch of the Female^ The Date, 
when fi^-gather'd, eats well roafled like Chefnuts^ 
and is agreeable enough when candied. It is ripe im 
IfavemieTj and is very proper to be eaten in that coqI 
Seafon, being reckoned of a warm Nature, and ccnn- 
fortahle to the Storoachf . From dus Fnat they liko» 



. * This M ckne, aceoidiag to 
iDr« Shma^ in the Kiogdoms of 
Jlf^s sa^ TtmUf by takinr a 
Sprig or two of the Male Ga- 
£bsr, and inferting it in the Sheath 
of the Female : Bat in Egypt, he 
tefltua, they take a whole Ch^ 
Aer of theMble Tree^ sod fprm- 
^ the Farim of it orerfevcfal 
ChiAers of the other. Mid. 
^ f Dates are fireqnently vM 
JB Medkme, their Qgalkiet be- 
ing, to ibftca the Afperkiei of 
Ae Gullet, to fbeagthen llie 
fattus in the Womb^ to.aAmge 
all immoderate Flaxes of the 



Belly, and to cafe DifiwdeB iT 
the Reini and Bladder. TMr 
bad Property is, that they aiB 
difficult ofDigeftion, cauferaim 
in the Head, and produce a thick 
meUncholic Blood. Thefe Ef- 
feih arife ftoai the Mndpki 
they contain, n^hich are a mo- 
derate Share of Oil, with a great 
deal of PUemandefTentiaiSift. 
The Qflandraegm fender them 
moiftemng and aotritious, good 
againft Acrimonks of the BreaH; 
to a/Toage Coaghs, Vc. and tiMs 
Phlegm and Salt render them 
^letevfive and aflringeiit, and 
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wife draw a tolerable Spirit, much ufed by the Chri- 
ftians in Upper Eg^ty and this Liquor in fonne tnea- 
fore iijpplies the Place of Wine, which Providence 
has not given to the Country. 

There is no great Variety of Animals in Egypt ^ 
but ibme of them are very remarkable. The Hippo- 
fotamusj or River-Horfe, is an amphibious Animal, 
well known to the Ancients, but which the prefcnt 
JElgyptians are very little acquainted with. It feems to 
be. a Native of Efbioptoj m the upper Parts of the 
JVi&, and feldom comes down into Egypt', but M. 
91^evenot tells us he &w one of thefe Animals, which 
was taken at Girge (the Capital of Upper Egypt) in the 
Year 1658, and afterwards brought to Cairo, It was 
about the Bignefs of a Camel, of a tawny Colour, the 
hmder Part made like an Qx, and the Head like a 
Horie. Its Eyes and Ears were fmall, but it had great 
cypen Noftrils, thick large Feet, almoft round, and 
four Claws on each •, the Tail was like an Elepbant*s^ 
and it had no more H^r upon its B6dy than there is 
upon that Creature. In the lower Jaw it had four 
great Teeth, fix Inches long, two of them crooked, 
the other Ihait, but (landing out forwards, and all of 
them as thick as the Horns of an Ox. it was dead 
when it was fhewn at CairOy having been (hot by fome 
yamzaries as it was grazing near the River. Tfiefe 
Monfters arc very rare, efpecially in the Middle and 
Lower Parts of Egypt^ no fuch Animal having been 



cood againft Difeafcs of the 
Throat. For the yeft, they are 
a lieavy Food, full of earthy 
Juice, and occafion ObftnidUons 
in the Vifc»^ ; for which Rea- 
ibn Peoj^e who feed much apon 
Bates become fcorbutic, and loTe 
their Teeth betimes. Oar Dates 
are broi^ht ns fix>m Egypt ^ and 
^therParu oi JJrica, and a^Ub 



haoi Syria za^tiie ImBes, They 
never come to full Mstarity m 
b0dy^ orthemoftfouthemFmi 
ofSfoMi and 3ret there are to- 
lerable Dates in Frovema, oaoly 
they do not keep, but breed 
Worms. Thofewehave from 
PerJSa exceed all others mTafte^ 
Coloiur,. an4 Largekefe. 

icen 
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iccn there for many Years before. The Ancients as 
well as the Modems affirm, that this Beafl:, when he 
is out of Order, has a Method of bleeding himfelf in 
the Leg with a (harp-pointed Reed ; but how fuch an 
Obfervation could ever be made, is fbmewhat difficult 
to conceive. 

The Crocodile^ which the Egyptians call Timfab^ is 
another amphibious Animal, an Inhabitant of theiVi^ 
and formerly thought peculiar to that River; but I 
do not 6nd any material Difference between thefe 
Creatures and the Allegators that are found at the 
Mouth of the Ganges and other Rivers of India. Ytom 
an Egg about the Size of a Goofe-Egg, they grow to 
a prodigious Bulk, being fometimes twenty or thirty. 
Feet in Length. They are Ihaped like a Lizard,vandL 
have four (hort Feet arm*d with Claws, with which it 
i^ f^id they can run very faft; but as they cannoc 
eafily turn their long unwieldy Bodies, their Prey hai 
the greater Opportunity of efcaping, Tiicir Backs 
are cover'd with impenetrable Scales, like feme old 
Pieces of Armour; but the Skin of their Bellies is foft 
and eafily wounded. They have a flat Head, indifr 
ferently large Eyes, and are very quick-fighted, which is 
partly owing to a Sort of Channel at the back of each 
Eye, whereby they can fee Objedb behind them as. 
well as before. At the End of each lower Jaw thej^ 
have two long Teeth, which are admitted into two. 
Holes in the upper Jaw. They are very cruel and 
voracious, but fcldom venture to attack Men irt Com* 
panics, nor even a fingle Perfon unlefs they cdn do it 
b]r Surprize. It is faid they cannot take a Man fwim- 
ming m the Water, but if a Man or Beaft ftand by 
the River, they jump out fuddenly and Teize him with, 
their fore Claws, or beat him down with their Tails, 
in which their Strength chiefly confifts* They fel- 
dom go above twenty or thirty Yards from the RiVer, 
but lie bafking in the Winter upon the low Banks of 

iahdy* 
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iandv Iflands, and keep chicfW^ in the Water by Dw 
in tnc Heat of Summer. W hen they are difturbed, 
f hey make no great Hafte from their Enemy, but walk 
gently into the River, and difappear by degrees. It 
Is generally obfervM that they nave no Tongue, but 
they, haye a fieihy Siibilance that lies along the lowef 
Jaw, which perhaps may ferve theitt to turn their 
Meat. They make a Hole in the Sand about two 
Foot deep, in which they lay their E^s, to the Num-I 
bcr of fifi^ or thereabouts, and cover them over, where 
they are five and twenty or thirty Days in hatching* 
The People fearch for thefe Eggs with an Iron Pike 
in order to deftroy them, for as foon as ever the yound^ 
<)nes are hatchM they run into the River. Ifuppofe 
file icommon way of killing Crocodiles is by (hooting 
them in the Belly, where they are vulnerable, as I 
have obferv'd above ; but they talk of taking them by 
Various Methods. Sometimes they dig Pits hear tht^ 
River, cohering them (lightly over, to that the Cro- 
codiled fall into them when they come afhore; and 
having let them remain there £t(ling for feveral Days, 
in order to weaken them, they hamper them with 
Ropes, atnd driw them out alive. Another Way of 
catching them is by making fome Atiimal ciy at a lit- 
fle Diftance from the River, and when the Cfxxxxiilc 
Comes out, a Man who lies concealed thruiti a Speaf 
Into his Body*, which being faften'd to a Rope, theV 
fct him run into ihe Water to fpend himfelf^ and af- 
terwards dragging him oUt, thruft: a Pole into his 
Mouth, jump upon his Back, and tie. his Jiws tpge* 
then As to the Tears aind alluring Voice, which die 
Ancients afcribed to this Creature, it is fcarce rieceflary 
io intimate that they are itipre Fidtions. The Croco-^ 
dile is feldoni feen in the Middle or Loweir Egjfptj but 
frequents the Iflands in the Southern Parts of the Nile; 
ftvcral hundred Miles above the Qty of Caitd. Give 
me leave to add what I fhould have mencioa'd before^ 

tfasrc 
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that die Crocodile is one of thofe few Animals whofe 
upper Jaw is moveable*^. 

As to the Egyptian Rat, fuppofed to be the IchuM-- 
wum of the Ancients, iti Make is much like that of 
t Stote, but it is confiderably larger. It is iaid to be 
of grett Senrioe in Egypf^ by hunting out and break* 
ing the Eggs of the Crocodile, and thereby prevents 
ing the Increale of that deftrudive Creature. I could 
not get any AiTuranoe of the Truth of this from the 
Plertons I converted with in Egypii though I think 
there is nothing impoflible, nor even improbable in 
the Tradition: But with refpeft to the Story of th^ 
Iclmettmmf% jumping down the Crocodile's Throat 
while he flMps with his Mouth open, feeding upon 
his liver^ and gnawing his Way out anin tnroi^ 
the Belly of that Animal, 1 look upon die Whole al 
fabubus. Of the iame Scamp, I imag^^ is the Ao^ 
count we have of the little Bin! call'd ^rocbilus^ whidk 
is faid to be the only Creature that the Crocodile is hi 
Friendfliip with, becaufe it flies into his Mouth, and 
feeds upon the Meat chat flkks between his Te^ 
or clears his Jaws of the Leeches with which they are 
infeftcd. 

Amongst the Egypiim Beafts of Burden, the CamM 
for its UfefiUneft deferves flrft to be mentioned. This 
Animal is wonderfully fitted by Providence for travel- 
ling through hot fandy Deferts, being able to go four 
or five Days (fome fay fevcn or eight) wkhout W*i 
ter. Thc^ bn>wfe on the little Shrubs which thofc 
barren Wikls produce; and if they meet wkh nothing 
of that Nature, half a GaUon of Beans and Barlef^ 
or a few Balls made of the Meal, which Travdlm 
generally carry along with them, will noyrilh one <i( 
them for a whole Day. Their ufual Burden is feven 

« Tlie«qpperJ«wisiiiimove- oodilet, Buroti, and the Ami 
abkiaMm, andtU odier Aai- mu^aris m Q^x4Al 9ct IL^'i^ 
mab we know of^ except Cio« Sjnoff. Fife. p. 109, 

^1^ 
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or eight hundred Weight, with which thejf travel af 
the rate of two Miles and a half in an Hocir, or there* 
abouts; and their Day's Journey is frcduently twelve 
or fifteen Hours. The flefhy Foot of the Camel is 
well adapted to the hot Sands, which would parch and 
deftroy the Hoof. The Jrah do not kill this Crcii- 
turc for Food, but the Turks eat the Flefli of the 
young ones, which they reckon a great Dainty i thoi^ 
they will not permit the Chriftians to eat it, for fear 
perhaps that the Breed (hould be too much deftroy'd. 
There is a Species of thefe Creatures, known to 
ios by the Name of Dromedaries^ which will pace and 
gallop very /wifdy, and it is faid will eafily carry a 
Perfon a hundred Miles a Day; nay, fbme of the yf- 
rabs affirm, that it will travel as &r in one Day, as one 
of their beft Horfes will in fix or feven. It is of a 
£ner Shape than the comnnon Camels and has a lefi 
Protuberance on its Back; for as to thofe with two 
Bunches, I cannot learn that there are any ilich in E- 
Oft. We are told that the young Drvmed^es are 
Diind for fooie Days after their Birth like Puppies or 
ICittensJ 

The Horfes, efpecially thofe of Ufper E^fpt^ arc 
of a very fine Breed, and are much acknired for their 
Size, but they are not fit to perform long Joumies, 
for though they can walk and gallop very well^ they 
never trot, which is confeffedly the oeft Pace for tra- 
velling. Their Shape is admirable^ but they have ee- 
neraliy one Fauk, which is the Shortnels of their Necks. 
In Egypt they have likewife a large Breed of Afies, 
Upon which moft People ride except thofe of Qg^ty i 
infomuch that it is computed there ^e commonly 
thirty or forty thoufand AiTes kept in the City of Cairp, 
The ufual Food of the Catde in the Heat oi Summer^ 
when there is no Grafs, is chbpp'd Straw; which is 
cut by a Machine drawn over it by ah Qz; and by 
the lame means the Grain is feparated fiom the Straw, 
as amongft us by Threfhing. 

Of 
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Of the winged Tribe of Egjft^ the Ofikch fcems 
to claim the Precedence. They are the brgeft ^owjs 
we meet with any where, having a Neck and Head 
Ihapcd fike a Camers, which Creature they likewifb 
feem to imiti^te in their manner of walking. Th<y 
can run a v:^ Pace affiftcd by thejr Wings, whiA 
otherwife are of little Ufe to them ; for they can fc^toe 
fvfc diemfetves from the Ground to fly, infomuA 
dut the Arabs frequently ride them down. Thdb 
Birds are very commoh in the Dcferts South- Wetf of 
AUi^^ffidria. as well as in thofe of Arabia \ and the 
taking of niem is not only a Diverfion for the Arabf, 
but attended wiA conljderable Profit; for they haVt 
9 Method of {baking the dead Body of an Ofbich ih 
ibch a manner, as tp make the Fat difTolve into a 3QQt' 
t)f Oil, which they carry to Alexandria and fell tp thjr 
IX)6h)A, who ufe it as an Ointment for the Fialfi^ 
Rheumadfm, ^nd all cold Tumours*, and, as it is ot^ 
hot Nature, they fpmetimes prefcribe it to be tjia^ 
inwardly for Diiprders arifing from a cold Confliti^ 
tion. 

Thb JJ/j, a Bird once well known, and held i^ 
great Veneration by the Egyptians on account of their 
deflroying great Numbers of Serpents, are now rarely 
to be fcen in the Country. Herodotus defcribes tW9 
Kinds of them; one all over black, and about the Big- 
nefs of a Heron ; the other white, except the Head^ 
Neck, and Ends of the Wings and Tail, which are 
Wack as ^e former; but thqfe which are npwob^ciY*4 
jibout the Iflbigdi pf tjie NUq are moft pf them 
greyiih« 

If the IHs b« not fo cpmmpn as formerly, the 
Want of it is fi^fficiently fupplied by the Stork^ a BinJ 
almoft as much elieem*d ai)d revei-enced bv the pre? 
\e^t MahmfaMs in £gjptj as the J^is was by the aite 
cient Inh«^unts of that Coimoy^ fo that to kill, or 
even moleft it, is accounted a Sort of Profkne^ 
V0L.IIL X ncfs*. 
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nefs*. It is remarkable that thefe Birds, for about a 
fortnight before they leave Egypt ; (and the fame is ob- 
lerv'd m other Countries) conftantly affemble together 
in ^a cert^n Plain, and are there fuppofed to form a 
.Council as it were, to regulate every thing relating to 
their Departure, and the Places to which their Courfe 
is to be direfted. Something of the like Nature is 
obfervable amongft the Swallows and Martins in Eng- 
land^ which flock together in vaft Numbers, and make 
a more than ufual Chattering, for a Week or a Fon^ 
night before they difappear. 

Among the Mountains there ane a great maay Vul- 
'tures, and Eagles. Their Hawks are of various Kinds, 
6ne of which is large, of a brownifh Colour, with a 
very fine Eye, and may be Iook*d upon as a domeftic 
Bird, as it moftly frequents the Tops of Houfes -, fo 
that one may often fee Hawks and Pigeons (landing 
clofe to one another: But it is to be obferv*d> that 
thefe Hawks are not Birds of Prey, though they cat 
Flefh when they can find it. The ^urh never Idll 
theni, having a Sort of Veneration for them, as well 
as their Anceftors, amonglt whom the killing one of 
thefe Animals was a capital Offence. 

They have abundance of Wild-Geelc in Egypt*, of 
a different Kind firomthoic in Europe \ and Vafl Num- 
l)efs of Wild-Ducks frequent the Foofe in the low 



* Dr. ^^tfw conjc^uresy that 
the great Regard paid to thefe 
Birds in Egypi may have been 
firflobtamM, not fo much fit)in 
the Service they nre of to a moift 
fenny Coontry, in clearing it of 
a Variety of ufelefs Reptiles and 
Infefh, as from the folemn Ge- 
ifiduiations they are obferv'd to 
aiaike, as often as they reft upon 
the Ground, or return ^o- their 
Neib. For^ firft of all^ they 



throw their Heads backwards ib 
a Pofture, as it were, of Ado* 
ration; then they ftrike, as with 
a Pkir of Caftanets, the upper 
and lower Part of their Bil! toi^ 
gether; and afterwards proftrate 
their Necks, in a fuppliant Man- 
ner, quite down to the Ground ; 
always repeating the fame Ge- 
fticulatioRs three or four Tinted. 
S/i^iFw^sJravi/s, p. 428^429. 

. Grounds, 
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(Grounds, which arc not dry till fotne Mpnths afte? 
tlie Inundation of the River is abated. Quails are. 
taken in furprizing Quantities, but their Flelh is gerifc^ 
rally black, hard, and ill- tailed; though by purchafirig; 
them alive, and feeding theni a while in Coops, that 
oflfenfive Bitternefi, which they contiaft from thdr 
natural Food, is in a great meafurc rcmov'd. They 
liave no Pheafants in E^fpU but there are Woodcocksi 
Snipes, and Partridges; which laft. However, arc vciy' 
different from thofe of other Couritries. They are' 
about the Size of a fmall Dove; the Cock is a beau- 
tiful brown Bird, adorn*d with large Spots of a lighter. 
Colour; and the Feathers of the Hen are like thofe of 
a Woodcock. Pigeons arc very good in Egypt ^ and* 
in great Plenty, almoft every Farmer having a Dovc- 
houfe, from whence arifes no inconfiderable Profit; 
Of their Poultry, the common Sort, like ours in £«- 
fope^ arc moftly eaten ; but they have a Kind of Hens 
little inferior to Geefe in Bignefs, both very cheap; 
and frequently boil'd with Rice, after the Ttirkijh Man- ' 
ner. Swans are likeWife tdmmon enough in the Bran- 
ches of the River. 

The fandy arid mdlintdinous Ttadts on each Side 
of the Nile produce great Plenty of the Serpentine 
d lizard Kinds of Animals. Of the former, the 
Waftes of the Ancients is the moft common SpccieJi 
and abundance of them are taken, being reckoned of 
great Ufc in Medidine. Thefe Vipours are yellowifh, 
of the Colour of the Sand they are found in, and have 
A Sort of Horns, fomewhat like thofe of Snails, but 
of a real horny Subftance. It is faid they will live a 
long time without any Manner of Suftenancc*: 

* Dr. Sbmv tells ns^ tliat a without any Sort of Food, uxi* 

Vtnttiam Apothecary, who had le^ a imall Quandty of Saad^ 

liv*d a long Time at G»>0, wherein they coiled themfelyei 

ibew*d him a Couple of thefe up in the &ittom of the Veflel, 

ViperSy which he had kept five may be reckoned as fiich. Whe&i . 

YearB in a Bottle, well 9ork*d, he (aw theni, they had juft caft* 

X 4 ' . SlRPBNTi 
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Serpents of great Bulk are not frequently feen, 
iTUt we are told of a remarkable Species in Egypt ^ called 
Siaitamej perhaps the Tbebanus Ophites of the An- 
dents. Some of thefe are faid to be three or four 
Yards in Length, and as thick as a Man's Arm. It 
1^ a flefhy Subftance reaching on each Side of its 
Neck from its Jaw to about a third Part of its Body^ 
which it extends or contrads at pleafure^ and thereby 
fax&% and throws itfelf forwards in a fiirprizins Man- 
ner. As to Dragons and flying Serpents, of which 
i^e Authors fp^ very confidently, I am apt to be* 
lieve they rather live in the Heads of fandful Men» 
than either in Egypt or any other Countiy. 

. Strange things are alfo related of the Bqfilijkj or 
Ockatrice^ which is faid to be found in Egypt^ whole 
vicry Eyes dart certain Death, if we may credit the 
ancient Naturalifts, And modem Travellers aflSrm, 
that there are Serpents in fome Parts of the Worlds 
which, by fixing tneir Eyes ftedfaftly upon little Birds, 
will bring them down trom the Tgds of Trees into 
their very Jaws, and then devour tncm*, I cannot 
aflert any thing of this Kind upon my own Know- 
ledge, nor can I flatly deny the Fa£ts, which perhaps 
are not impofTible; but I mull: acknowledge, lam not 
very ready to believe fuch Reports, as carry with them 
iq great an Air of Improbability. 

There arc fevcral Sorts of jIJ^s in Egpvt^ whole 
Pc^fons have various EfFeds, but are all finally mortd. 
That Species which Cleopatra is fuppoled to have 



dieir Skins, and were as hrUk 
and lively as if newly taken. 
Siaw*^ Travi/s, p. 429. 

* Mr. Salmon jvdidoaSfy ob- 
ferves, that we are not fufficient- 
ly acquainted with the Nature of 
Things to pronounce pofitivdy, 
thkt b^ one means or other a 
Bird cannot poffiblyhave been 
dmwtt imo m Jaws of a |^v; 



pent at fome Oifiance : But he 
confeflcs he is more inclined to 
believe it only a Simile of the 
andcnt Poets, to iUBfimte how 
fatalty young FelkMia aie fre* 
quendy diawn in and. taken of* 
ti^ 1^ the £ye» of ibne Mr 
Channc»p» t» their iiner 0«- 
ftnidio^ 

made 
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made ufe of, when (he reiblvM to put an End to her 
Misfortunes by a voluntary Death*, is of a very An- 
gular Nature. It is thought to ejeft a kfs Quantity 
of Venom than any other of the Kind; but however 
that be, it is certain that the Pundures made by in 
Teeth are almoft imperceptible. After a Perfon has 
been bitten about an Hour, lie finds himfelf heavy 
«nd inclined tafleep, without any Pain or Diforder of 
Mind; by degrees his Limbs lofe their Strength, m 
kind of pleafmg Stupidity invades hb animal Facul- 
ties, and at length he dies without a Groan or a Com- 
plaint. Another Sort, whofe Bellies are white, and 
their Backs of a deep Bhie, have their Holes in the 
Banks of Ae Nile^ from whence they fpring out fori- 



Hettt, and had the d^fired BTJ 
ftft: And thus this haoghqr 
Princdsy as ArvuiroUenres, a- 
voided what was tktgctaxA of 
her Fears, the Difgrace of lie« 
ing led as an Ornament in C#- 



• After the 6tal Batde <^ 
jiff htm, and the tragical Death 
of Jintwf^ Cie§patra feeing her 
Affiurs ivcre hecome de^wrate, 
iook a Refolotion to pot an End 
to her Life by applying poifonr 
<Kis Afps to her Arm, whofe 
Venom (bon fpread kfelT to her 

Jufa l^jacnaem niiftrt ripmm 
ymkufinm finis, & ^jf^ras 
TraSmrtJkrfeMiis^ mi mhmm 
Carparg cmAiUm 'fftmmm^ 
D^traid wurttfinmr : 
Ssrvis LAitmu feiUcit imvidtm 
Prpoaia ii^kci fuftrht 
JWnr hmitu mubir triamlh. Hoa. Od. XXXvH. Lib.l* 

Not the dark Fklace of the Reahnt below 

Can awe the furious ?urpofe of her Soul : 
Ckhnly ihe looks from iier fuperior Woe» 

Tha9t can Both Death and Fear cootroul ; 
Pravokes tl»e Seipent^i Sting, his Rage difiiain^ 
•And joys tb fed the Poidon in her Veina. 
IhvidkHiB to the Vidcn-'s AncyM Pride, 

She «4U not from her own defcend, 
iDifgrac'd, a vulgar Olptive, by his Side 

His pompous Ttiumph to attend % 
btteoeiy aifs to Dtath, and bids her SoiivwicmL 

X3 
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pufly upon the unwary Paffenger. Amputation is the 
pnly Cure for the Bice of this Animal, without whic(i 
•the Patient dies in terrible Agonies. 

Amongst the Egyptian Animals of the Lizard 
Kind, the Chameleon^ though very common, is one of 
the niofl: remarkable j but as I have long ago'givcna 
particular Account of that Creature and its furprizing 
properties, to defcjil e it in this Place would be an 
unneceflary Repetition. It may be obferv'd, however, 
j;hat the Chamek ons in EgyfJ are generally larger than 
thofe of other Countries. 

The pybrral is a Sort of Lizard, which fometimcs 
is thirty or forty Inches in Length, ufqally of a bright 
reddifh Colour, with dark Spots intermixed. It is fix 

?fcven Inches broad, and has no Teeth, but a forked 
ongue, which it puts out like a Serpent, and livjps 
wpon Flies and the fnullcr Lizards. It is a harmlefs 
Animal, remarkable for its Docility, and parricularfy 
for its being afFefted with Mufick*. It frequents 
fioles and Caves in the Mountains, where it fleeps 
during the Winter, and only appears in the hottcft 
Seafons. 

The Scincus^ which fome take to be the Land-Cro- 
codik, is an exaft Copy of that which' frequents the 
Water; but it is very fmall.and harmlefs, feeding 
chiefly upon odoriferous Herbs and Flower?. It is 

pent is fuppofed to have, of be- 
ing naturally affciftcd with Mu- 
fick; to which the Ppdndfi al- 
•ludes, Pfal, Iviii. 4, 5.) when 
he mentions ^ the dtmf AdtUr, 
tjuhich fiofpith her Ear^ and r/- 
fufeth to bear the Voice of the 
Charmer^ chmrmhenrvtr fo^fi" 
ly. Sbaw^ikTraemls^ F-429- — 
But Dr. Pococke^ who procured 
a Worrai alivc, coul4 not per- 
ceive that Mufick had any In- 
Quence upon th%t AnigiaL 



7 • An extraordinary Inftancc 
' of this is xnention'd by 'DT.'Sf:an.i\ 
who fjys he ha3 feen icveral of 
thcfe Lizards keep exaA Time 
and Motion with the Dtr^/is in 
their circulatory Dances, run- 
ning over their Heads and Arms, 
turning when they tiim'd, and 
flopping when they ftopp'd. 
This, the Do6lor presumes, (as 
there is no fmall Affinity be- 
twixt the Lizard and the Ser- 
pcnt) may have fome Relation 
to tfie Quality which xlkc ^i- 
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generally found under flat Stones, or in the Holes of 
old Walls and Ruins. About the Walls of decayed 
Buildings they have alio an ugly lizard, which fome- 
thing refembles a Crocodile; and thefe are feen in 

greateft Numbers at Alexandria. Thus much may 

fiiffice for a Specimen of the Vegetables and Animals 
of Egypt \ for a more particular Account whereof the 
keader may confult Pro/per A^inus^ BeUonius^ and 
others, who have wrote copioufly on both thefe Sub-^ 
jeds. 

The Method of making Sal Ammmacum^ or, as 
we commonly call it Sal Armoniac^ is one of the grea- 
teft Curiofities in Egypt^. and defervedly claims our 
Attention. Though fcarce any Drug be more com- 
mon in the modern Pharmacy, yet the Publick was 
entirely at a lofi, till within thefe thirty Years, both 
as to the particular Place from whence it came, and 
}iow it was prepared. All we knew for certain was, 
that it came from the Levanij and was a volatile uri- 
nous Salt, penetrated by an Acid. Father Sicard was 
the firft that removed the Veil, and let us know that 
it was made in Egypt ^ defcribing alfo the whole Pro- 
ceis. 

The an()ent Sal Ammoniac^ caird alfb Sal Cyreniac^ 
defcribed by Pliny and DiofcorideSj was a native Salt, 
generated in the Earth, or rather the Sands, in thofe 
large Inns or Caravanferas, where the Crowds of Pil- 
grims lodged, who ufed to come from all Parts to the 
Temple oS Jupiter Anmon^ which ftood in a Province 
of Egypt caird Cyrenaica. On thefe Occafions a vaft 
^jTumber-of Camels being employed, and thofe Crea- 
tures ftaling in the Stables, or upon the Sand ; from 
their Urine, which is remarkably ftrong, fublimed by 
the Heat of the Sun, arofe a kind of Salt, denomi- 
nated fometimes from the Temple Ammoniac^ and 
Ibmetimes from the Country Cyreniac. Some Authors, 
, however, fufpeft there never was any fuch thing; but 
(h^t the ^cipnt as well is the modern Sal Armoniac, 
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^as fa^UtiouSj tdiich C6ntr6verfy Iltatnt to the Ldar- 
lied, and proceed tp d^fcribe the ^efeAt Manner of 
pt«{>aring It in Egypt. 

THtfe Sidt is made of the Sd6t ^ieh is caiifed by 
burning the DUhg of CoWs, Caiftell* or other Ani- 
mals \ and the hotter it is^ the better ^ for #hich 
Rcafbn the Dung of Pigebns i^ pitfeh^d tb ali others, 
though that of Clnf)^)s is inach efteemM. It is to be 
obferv'd, that the DUng df Bea(te, fntitM Withchopp'd 
Straw, made into Cakes and dried, is the chief fuel 
burnt by the MhitTK>h Ptopte ih E/^i who cannot 
zSord to purchafe Wobd, which is dear, being brought 
from ^ AGmr. The Soot toade of this Fuel (to 
which fome fay they add A, little Sea-Sak and the U- 
rine of Cattle) they put into globular Vafes of very 
thin Glais, with (horc Necks ofabout two Inches Dia- 
meter. Thcfe Veflfels they cove with a Coat of Qay, 
or Earth and Hufks of Flax chopp'd and mix*d toge- 
ther, to the Thickhefs of a Quarter of ah Inch j and 
when that }s dried in the Sun, they lay oo another 
Coat, as thick again as the former, iisid dry it in the 
&me MailMer. Then the Gkfies, being fiU'd within 
an Inch of the Neck, are placed over a Furnace in ai 
thick Bed of Afheis, fiothing but the NMrks ippear- 
ing ; ahd the Mouths ate luted With Wet Ootton. in 
this State iiify ate kept, with a contimUd ftrbtig Filfe 
tinder them, for three Days and threfc Nights luificeli 
fively ; during which Time the a^id And alkaline Saitt 
tife up towaids the Necks of the Giaflfes, wh«e^ be- 
ing hindcrM from evaporating, they coalefce, h^en^ 
and form a whitifli Mafs, which is the SaJ AhMnikt. 
l^he Proccfs being fini{h*d, they break the Glafles, 
*nd take out the Salt in a large Cakes, in which Forth 
k is fcnt to Europe. 

The Method of hatching Chickens in Ovens is an- 
jfithcr Thing for which Egypt is remarkable, ahd maf 
be look'd ujx)n as an Arc peculiar to that Country. 
Xay, it is faid that only the People of one Village are. 



Charles Thompson,'.^; 32^ 

Mafters of this Bufmels, who at the proper Seafon of 
the Ytear difperfe themfclves all orer Egypt for Eih*- 
ploymcnt. Almoft every Town is provideld with O- 
▼ens for this purpofe, which are buih under-ground^ 
in two Rows, iacing each other, five t>r Ax tn a koW« 
with a Gallery or Paflfage between. The Ovens, 
which are one above another, are about ftjur Foot 
high, with Holes at the Top, as there are likewife in 
the Gallery, which they flop up or open, acconlingas 
they would have the Heat augmented or diminifliM. 
They hear thcfe Ovens with a fmothering Fire of 
Dung and chopp'd Straw, the Smoke whereof is very 
offi^live to the Speftator. Having heattd them 
gently for eight or ten Days together, putting firefh 
Dung in every Day, they then bring the Eggs from 
the lowYT Cells, where tney had lain in Heaps, and 
fpread them in the upper Apartments, lb as only to 
cover the Flpor, turning them every Day, and keep- 
ihg a moderate Fire in a Chanml trat runs along tM 
Gallery near the Mouths of the Ovens. In one dr 
two and twenty Days they begin to hatch, at which 
Time it is very entertaining to vifit thefc Pknres, where 
we fee fome of the Chickens juft putting forth thdr 
Heads, others with half their Bodies out of the Shell, 
end otb^ quite defiVcr'd from their Imprifonment. 
The Seilfon for producing Fowls after rfiis Manner h 
from January to Aprih while the Weather is tempe- 
rate, for at other Times die Heat is too violent in E^ 
ppt. Indeed the chief Skill required In this Bufinefi 
is to give the Ovens a juft Degree of Heat, neither too 
much nor too little, in either of which Cafes the La- 
bour would prove unfuccefsfiil They generally ob- 
fcrve this Rule, that the E^s be never tnade hotter 
than the Eye of a Man, when they are laid upon it, caft 
well endure. If it happen to thunder, ^rat Nuraf-^ 
bers of Eggs mifcany ; and at the beft, it is obferv'd 
that many of the Chickens want a Claw, or have fbme 
V^Mt or other ; which probably they wodd not hav^ 
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had, if they had been hatch'd in the natural Way. 
^And fome nice People pretend to diftinguifli one of 
,thefe Pullets by its Tafte, from another that has been 
hatch'd by a Hen ; but I look upon this as nothing 
Ibut Imagination. Some have doubted whether this 
"Method of hatching Chickens could be praftis'd in 
any other Country befides Egypt^ the Nature of the 
,Climate being diought to contribute much towards 
thefe Produftions ; but, if I miftake not, the Experi- 
ment has been made fuccelsfully in Italy and other 
Parts of Europe^ which puts the Matter out of Dif- 
pute. 

The Inhabitants of Upper Egypt^ if we are righdy 
inform'd, have a very fingular Cuftom, which der 
jeryes to be mention*d. They load a Boat with Hives 
of Bees, at a Time when the Honey is fpent, and 
falling down the River in the Night-time, they ftop 
.in the Morning at fuch a Place as they think moft pro- 

Eix for the induftrious Animal to fly abroad and col- 
Gt its Wax and Honey. When >right draws on, 
and the Bees arc returned to their refpeftive Hives, 
!thcy continue their Voyage, flopping again in the 
.Morning, and lying at Anchor all Day, as before. 
And thus perhaps in fix Weeks or two Months they 
Vrive at Cairoj with a plentiful Cargo in their Hives^ 
for which they are fure of finding a good Market. 
* The Climate of Egypt is very warm, as may. be 
Judged from its Nearnefs to the 3r^/V ; and its Heat 
.IS increafed by its Situation between two Ranges of 
^Mountains, and by the fandy Defcrts wherewith it is 
almoft furrounded. Even in Winter it is hot in the 
Middle of the Day, but the Nights and Mornings arc 
.very cold, occafion'd by the great Quantity of Nitre 
,ip the Air •, and therefore to catch Cold, efpecially in 
'the Head, is accounted dangerous. Though the Air 
is generally dry, yet great Dews fall in the Night- 
.fime for feveral N^onths in the Year, which arf 
^xeckon'd pernicious to the Eyesj for ^hicb ReafoQ 

the 
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the Inhabitants wrap up their Heads and cover their 
iEycs carefully during that Seafon. The moft unheal- 
thy Time of the Year is from the Middle of March 
to the<3^ginning of May^ when the South or Hamfeen 
Wind blows almoft continually for about fifty D^ys, 
and is fometimes fo exceflively hot, that People can 
fcarce breathe in it, but are forced to retire into their 
lower Rooms and Vaults, and there (hut themfelvesup 
as clofe as pofTible, which is the beft Security againft 
Its pernicious EfFcfts. In the Month of Afey, fome 
time before the Niks rifes, the North Wind begins 
to blow, which brings with it the Health of Egypt \ ^ 
for if the Plague be then in its greateft Fury, it im- 
mediately abates, and in a fhort Time entirely ceafes. 
it is this Wind which tempers the exceflive Heat of 
the Climate, and renders it wholefbmc and agreeable ; 
and with this the Country is cdnftantly refreSi'd even 
till the Beginning of Noivemher. This Wind is like- 
wife of great Service with refped to the Navigation of 
"the NiU^ for it would be impofrib<e to fail up that 
*River without it in the Summer Seafon, when its 
Current flows with more than ufual Rapidity. From 
November to March the Weather is temperate, during 
which Time it is pleafant living in Egypt ^ the Cold 
' being never fevere, unlefs for a Week or ten Days at 
the Beginning of February. The Weft and North- 
Weft are the Winds that bring Rain, which falls fre- 
quently enough towards the Sea-Coaft, as I have af- 
ready obferv'd, but feldom in the middle and upper 
Parts of the Country, and that only in little Shower^ 
for a Quarter of an Hour or fomething longer. In 
Summer they have Thunder, but without Rain, and 
at a confidcrable Diftance. When it blows hard from 
the South- Weft, it raifes the Sand in flich a manncj 
that the very Sky is darkened, and our Sight is inter- 
mpted, as if we were furrounded by a Fog "; and this 
Sand infinuates itfelf into every Crevice and Comer, 
finding its Way into the clofcft Chambers, Clofets, 
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Scnitores, and even the Beds themfelves ; and by 
iuch Winds as thefe it is that many People perifb in 
travelling over the fandy t)eferts. 

The Air of Cairo in particular is not thou^tto be 
very wholfome, efpedally in the Night-time, the 
Smoak frequently hovering over it like a Qoud, ocr 
cafion'd by their Fires which they ufuallv kindle in the 
Evenings. As to the Diftempers to which the Inha- 
bitants of Eppt are chiefly fubjeft, I fhall briefly ^ak 
of fuch as fall under my Obfervation ; previous to 
which it may not be improper to take Notice, that 
there is a great Mixture of Nations in this Country^ 
• >¥hole Habit, Temper, and Manner of Living can- ' 
not therefore, in a phyfical Senfe, be very exaoly dc- 
fcribed, nor confequently the Caufes of tlieir Diforders 
be certainly aflign'd. However, it may fuffice predy 
well for our Purpofe to obferve, that thofe who inha- 
bit Cities and great Towns, and live indolent eafy 
Lives, afieAing a moid cooling Diet, drinking coqI 
Liquors in abundance, and bathing often, are gene^ 
rally exceeding fat and corpulent, have cold Stomachs^ 
are fubjeft to Ruptures, Dropfies, and Fluxes, and are 
ieldom without Rheums, Defluxions on theBreaftand 
Lungs, and other fuch-like Diftempers. Many of die 
Superfluous Humours indeed are carried oflf by Per(pi« 
ration, which is the Reafon that fuch great Qiuuidties 
of Water, Sherbets, and other Liquors of mat Na- 
fure, are drank without any apparent Prgudice ; but if 
the Egyptians do not fweat, the hot Weather throws 
them into a Sort of Fever, in which Cafe it is certain 
they reap much Benefit by Bathing, which removes 
or at leaft diminiihes many Diforders of the Blood* and 
prevents their appearing. The Ruptures thev are 
troubled with, are fuppoied to be occafion'd by Heats 
"iand Colds, and by ftraining their Voices exceOively in 
finging, diofe who cry the Hours of Prayer from o^ 
the Moiques being commonly affli&ed with that U- 
Jtemper. Fluxes are common at Spring and Fall, and 

ace 



Charles Th«mpson^ Efq\ 333 

are more dangerous dian when they htppen in Sum- 
mer ; but it IS to be obferved that all Difealb u^ 
more fatal in E^t dunng the Hamfem or hoc Windt^ 
than at any other Seafon. 

FoREioNBRS in particular are very fubjeft to a Pain 
in the Stomach, which proceeds nom their going 
open-hreafted, thereby chilling their Bowels, and feme- 
times bringing on dangerous Fevers and FlusDes, e& 
pecially in Autumn, when the River overflows t^ 
Country. Many^ Perfons in Mm break out into a 
Raft, which continues during the Fleats, and is thought 
to proceed chiefly from drinking the Waters of tlM^ 
NiU after it besins to rife. This is fb comnoon, thae 
it is become famionabie for the Patient to carry about 
widi him a Sort of wooden File^ and to rub himielf 
with it 33 he finds Occafion. 

It^ the Nei^bourhood of Cairo^ aod even in ^ 
Gty itielfj^ many People are affltfted with a Kind of 
Leprofy, which is properly an EUpboHtiafis^ whereby 
froin their Hips downwanb they are fweird in fijbh a 
Manner as to lofe the Form of their I^imbs, as well^ 
as the Ufe of them % and, inftead of Lqzs and Feet^ 
they are fupported by fhapefeis Pillars, l&e the L^ 
or Elephants. Sore Eyes are almoft univerfal in Sum- 
mer-tioie, occafion'd by th^ fcorching Heat refleAed 
from the Sand, and by the Duft itfel^ which is veiy^ 
fubtil 9nd fait, and prejudicial to the Sight. Add t& 
this, the Gout, Gravel, Stone, Obftruftions and Iih- 
flammations in the Bowels, peftilential Fevers, and all 
the Dileafes whereof the Head is capable, which are^ 
ytrf c^tpmon in Egypt. 

Thi Ar^s^ however, by keeping ftriftly to the- 
Cuftoms of their own Cbuntry and Nation, efcape^ 
many, if not moft of thefe Dilbrders, and are of ^ 
difl!bmt Temperament from the fat People above* 
mendonM, having fpare and hedic Conftitutions. 
And the nadve Villagers ot Peafants, a Race of la|^. 
riou) hardy Peq>le, who are inutid to aU Saafons tnd 

aU 
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all Weathers, eat little^ work much, and are of a dark 
fun-burnt Complexion, and are feldom the Objeffc^of. 
a Phyfician*s Care ; which is all I need fay of their 
Conftitutions. 

Our Accounts of Egypt frequently fpeak of the 
Plague as a Difeafe very common, or evea annual in 
that Country, which is a great Miftake -, for they have 
it not often, unlefs the Infection be brought firooi 
Confiantinopk or other Places to Alexandria^ and then 
it does not commonly fpread beyond that City. In- 
deed, wheh the Nile rifes later than ufual, and falls 
fliort of its accu(lom*d Height, a Plague generally 
cnfues, and fometiiiies a Famine. When it breeds of 
itfelf in Egypt ^ it ufually begins about February ^ which 
is the coldeft Months and rages violently during the 
hot Winds, but ceafcs to be mortal on the blowing of 
the North Wind, and the firft fwelling of the Ri- 
ver, as has been already intimated. If the Infeftion 
comes from Greece^ it feizes manyi but its Symptoms 
are mild, and it feldom proves mortal: When it is 
derived from Syria^ it is more fatal ; for though few 
are feized thereby, yet more die than in the former 
Cafe: But when the Plague is brought by the Cam* 
vans from Barbary or Ethiopia^ as it fometimes hap- 
pens, it is worfe than that from any other Quarter^ 
kying all Cairo wade, and preying upon all Degrees 
of People with grievous and frightful Symptoms^ 
which generally terminate in the Death of the Infefted* 
The Mortality is fometimes fo great, that it is pofi* 
lively affirm'd, that fix or feven thoufand Perfoiis have 
died in one Day at Cairo -y however this rarely happens, • 
and it is thought a large Number if feventy thou&id 
die in a Year of that Diftemper* 

As foon as the Plague begins to ihew itfelf at Cairo^ 
the Franks (hut up their Houfes, but the Mahometans 
go about as ufual ; and, inftead of endeavouring to 
put a Stop to the Contagion (as I obferved long ago 
in i^aking of Conftanfinople) they feem to ufe cterea:. 

dieft' 
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died Means for its Support and Propagation. This 
they do, not only by converiing freeiy with fuch as 
have Plague- Sores upon them, but by putting on their 
Garments as foon as they are dead, and even felling 
them together with their Moveables publickly, and 
thereby circulating the Infedtion througnout the whole 
Place; all which flows from an Opinion, that God 
havuig predetermined the Time of a Man's Death, 
all Precautions are alike fruitleis and ridiculous; from 
which Sentiment the Bulk of the People are not to be 
wean'd, either by Reafon or Experience : But it has 
been obferved of late, that feveral great Men amongft 
them, feeing the Europeans efcape, have thought pro- 
per to retire in the Time of a Plague, notwidiftand- 
ing their Notion of Predeftination. 

The Plague, according to the Obfervations of the 
mod eminent Phylicians, ufually begins with a Chilli- 
ncfs and Shivering, like the Accefs of an intermitting 
Fever; then comes on a Naufea^ with vehement Vo- 
iniuings, and intenfe Pain about the Region of tho 
Heart, and a burning Fever, which continually preys 
on the Patient, till either Death, or the Eruption of 
fome Buboy ParotiSj or other Tumour, ih the Tnguina 
or AxUUj or behind the Ears, relieve him, by difcharg- 
ing the Matter of the Difeafe. Sometimes, indeed, it 
attacks without any Fever, purple Spots appearing all 
at once, the certain Signs of prefent Death ; but this 
rarely happens, except at the Beginning of fome ter- 
rible Peftilence. It has alfo been known to make its 
firft Appearance in Tumors, without any Fever, or 
other violent Symptom. Heavinefs, Pain in the Sto- 
mach, Head and Back, Cardialgy, broken Sleep, An- 
xiety, Diffiailty of Breathing, Alteration in the Coun- 
tenance, Hiccough, Syncope, Delirium, convulfive 
Twiichings, Diarrhaea, Eyes funk or inflamed. Tongue 
black and dry, vehement Thirft, foetid Breath, Qu-- 
buncles, and Snots of various .Colours, are alfo Symp 
toms ct)mmonly attendiog this deadly Difeafe. 

' " The 
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The Coming and Gk)ing of the Plag\ie are two 
Things not eafily to be accounted for, notwithftanding 
we are aflured of the Fa£ts in an iinqiieftionable Man« 
ner. That the Infedtion isprop^atra in the Air, and 
thereby tran«ferr*d from Place to Place, fecms to be a 
Matter out of Difpute ; but how it is generated there- 
in, we are much at a lofs to determine*. Some who 
bave lived at Conftantinople affirm, that the Plague is 
always more or iefs in that City ; and it is the com- 
mon Opinion in Egypt^ that it is always in fome Part 
of Barian or Eibiopia. If this be true, there is fome 
Colour ot Reafon to fuppofe, that the Wind blowing 
long fiDm either of thefe Quarters may bring the 
Contagion with it into Egypt ; and yet, as I have in- 
timated above, it is generally brought by Shipping 
from CM/tantmopkj or by Caravans from the 
Southem Countries: So that, upon the Whole, 



• The Origin and Caufe of 
die Plagae has been a celebrated 
Sufajeft of Controverfy among 
Phyfidant. It is generally fup- 
poied to be communicated by 
the Air, but in what Manner 
the Air becomes thus deadly is 
the Queftion. Some wil! hare 
InTefb the Caufe of Plagues, as 
of Nights ; which being brought 
in Swarms by the Wind are ta- 
ken into the Lungs in Refpira- 
tion, mix with the Blood and 
Juices, and attack and corrode 
the Fi/cera, Mr. Btyb attri- 
butes the PhguA originally to 
the EfRuvia or Exhalations e- 
mitted into the Air fropn noxious 
Minerak, of which there are 
many more knows tt> us, than 
of thole that are wholfome. 
Axnongjl the vacious Sorts of 
F^icles wherewith the Atmo- 
^here is replete, fome may be 



(b final! and fo conveniently 
fliaped, as to enter many of the 
numerous Orifices of the minute 
Glandules of the Sldn, or other 
Pores thereof. Thus, thongh 
neither Paper nor BM4cr p(^ 
pervious to the elaftic Kutsdr 
the Air, ytt they nxf be eafily 
penetrated hf other Ceipa£Ues 
of the AtmofpheMs. as iiiaad^ 
appear by Mr. Spjfkp who pre- 
pred a divBody^, wl^ch, be. 
mg indofed in ekher, would 
piefcntly pais through ^ht FdNS 
thereof, without dnrihg any 
ftnfible Alteration in them I am 
that in fuch Plenty, as mnutdt- 
ly to operate on fiodia placed 
at fome Diffamce beyond them. 
But after all thefe Ckwjoftures 
we an fiill in the Hack, aoA «l 
no Cettainty with m^^wft to thf 
Manner in whkh the Plague is 
generated. 

it 



' tt is feldom or titrdt j|endratecl in ^ppfi or, if it ls> 

lb;, firft Appeabnce. is in the ooUcft Weatheri from 

^Kence fome hive fuppofed taat it is occtuoi}«d,by a 

Stoppage of Peripiration; but chip H9^.<^^^- ^^ ^^ 

count tor its idvally raging moift in the warxneft Sdi« 

ions? . . T. " : ' " ; 

. W;i ire ftill rbore.^rplex d, when we confider tw 

CelTadon of ihe Piamie in Egypt^ ^P^^fc it happ^ji^ 

.'jTuddenly, when the North Wind begins to blf^ and 

^ Upon the fir(t fweilling of the Hi ver. Itis certain tlut 

' Henty of hiiming Water .makes I^laces whotcibnaet^tne 

Reafbn pf which .U conje&urM to Idc the freqiiept 

Change of j Air thereby occaGon*d^ the one Fluid moy-* 

in'g with the other : And hence it has been tliipughft 

jhat the frclh Air brought down, bjr the Niliyihtn it 

begins to jifc. if the lartid'ime that ,the North; Wind 

'.brufHes off tha^ which was^ inteAcd, puts a Slt4j> tp 

the peftikiice in iEj^/i .But methinks the^eisjooi; 

^Adlurdity in this Hypothefis^ it, being difficult to.CQa« 

■ceiVc, how the North Wind ihpuld fweep away &ic 

'|)eftil9ndaj[ Air, without driving, back the purer Aijr 

fuppoTed ^ be brought down by, tKe River. Xtlflidrtt 

the bk^iog of the Wind from the Nordi, and hp,t 

the.rifing;oT the Nile^ feems to. be. tKe trucC^llifc.^ 

'the Cefuijon.ot thp Peitilence ; but thia I leave to f^pa 

as. have an Opportunity of making xxiore accurate Obh 

RfVafiohs. ' • :, j.. 

I SHALL poftpont /or a while what I have to. 6y 

nfthcr.of Egypij to give an Account, of our Jourqi» 

to Mount AW, which wq found tq be the nooft djf& 

bjit and m>iible£bme.one We had yet undertaken. The 

^^nks of HJlount Sinai h^ve a QMivept at Om'di, with' 

whom we ^eed for a convepipnt Number of Camels| 

and the cpmr^on Provifion;^ for the Road^ at about four 

Founds Sterling j)^ Caipel^ W^ fet pjit in Septm^er^ 

1^34, in Company, with the Bey <)f 5«fin; and aJargp 

^ravan, (conlutiqg; of three hundred- Camels lad^n 

widi Com for ^at Sei-port. Afcending the Moiin- 

tcFLrlli. N^XLVL Y xa>:fw 
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tain caird Maccatbum^ and keeping Eaftward along 
the fandy Hills^ we faw many Stones that look lite 

Etrificd Wood; but as the Country fecms never to 
ve been caj^ble of producing Trees, the thing is 
"riot eafily accounted for. Having travell'd ten Hours 
iieithout flopping, we made our firlt Encampment, 
kitting our Camels browfe a while on the little Shrubs 
' thereabouts, feme of which we likewife gather'd for 
iPuei. As foon as it grew dark, they made the Ca- 
; mels lie down, binding one of their Legs to hinder 
*them from rifingi or elfe their Method is, to tie them 
togedier with a fmall Rope, to prevent their ftraying 
-away without difturbing tne others*, and placing their 
Goods in the Middle, between themfelves and their 
(Camels, they take their Repqfe. ' 

EarlV tne next Morning we continued our Jour- 
ney, difi^teeably enough on account of the Clouds 
•pf Sand raisM by the Wind, which abnoft choak'tf 
' ts, and fpoii'd -foxnc of our ProviGons. Neither was 
'the gf^at Motion of the Body, occafion'd by the long 
jSte^ of the Camel, at all pleafant to me, though it is 
Yiot diiagreeable to thofe who are accu(lom*d to thb 
'Marnier of travelling. The Camel generally lies down 
..to be mounted, but if we difmount on the Road, we 
JK^C irp again by the Afliftance of a Servant^ who 
$pO{a[/ down for that purpofe. CXif Stage thb D^y 
'wa^ eleven Hours, with which we were not a littfe 
fatigued. 

^ Ab0ut Ten in the Morning we pafs'd by AdjerMii^ 
\ iquare Caftle with a fmall Garrifon, and keeping the 
Southern Road we foon came to a ifine large Well, 
cali'd Beer-el Suez \ but the Water is brackiih, and the 
Wheel which railed it is very much out of Repair. 
Here is alfo a tolerable good Kane for the Reception 
of the Caravans, but we made no Stay at it, purfuing 
bur Journey to Suezy where we arrived in lefs than an 
Hour after. 

SUEZ, 
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SUEZy fuppofcd to be the tmcient Arfiimy \f( &p 

hiated it the North-£nd of the BerobpoUtk Qtilph) 4 

jPiut of the ke4-Seai which took its Name frptn th^ 

ti^pJF Heri^^Iis^ now jtdjeroMtt 9S fkmt cohje^tei 

The Harbour oJF ^his JPlace nMftioA fefaoakM Up witH 

^andi fb that Veflbls of Burdicn tie about a LragMe di- 

ftsait^ where there .is a fafe Shore ^nd a gpod J^btR 

of Wateh The Trade of Sttei is chiefly to yAMq 

on the Eaft Side of Hie Red Siaii&r Mecta^ iitd^H 

carried on by a Fleet of thirty or forty .Shi{i$|-wJM| 

£uJ from 7^^:at i certain Titne bf the Yearl \irhil^ 

the South Windls -blbw, namely, in Mtirch or-j^f^ 

for if they nliis thdt Op^rtiuiiey, they lofe theirPaf 

ibge for a Twehremontk. fil XJ^obtr they rctdlrp id 

Jedia^ laden With Com and Rice i in. lieil of fthlji:il 

they bring home Coffee, Incenic^' v4 ibnoe few Tm^ 

and PtrJUi Coinihodities, the;nchf:ft being oUri^d hf 

Land with tkeCanfvan fioftA Mi$m. Cdfffc isJiklBHr 

wife impdrted t!o /Skez it6tA EifecdlfL AiraMi S^h^ 

iphich Trade is carried on by five or fi^ Ships^ either. 

Frencb or B^Uflb. The Grand 3iKni0r has fire VtiS^ 

icls eiTiployM in the Tcadti to ^<^r (he rdt belon|f 

|p Merchdnts, aipd di^e mbft of them built in the £i^ 

tndiis after the Dn/^ Manner^ and .probably atibmt. 

tif their Settlements* , /.. . 

BsFORa the Difcorery of the Way t6 the IVe^In^ 
Oiis by the Cape of Good Hope;, th^ Rid Se& and the 
Port of Saet were much frequented ; but cVcri Coffc^ 
It now brought dieaper into Europe by the Cape thaii. 
it can bb by the Way of Cairo and Alexanditid. Edch 
Bag of Coffee wieighs between, three 6r four hundred 
Founds, ami jiays aboiit two Shillings Soling Wheri 
it is (hipffd i^om Fefecd. At Jeddd they iake.eVefy 
fe&th Bag, half of which gties to the Captain for his 
Freight, and the other Half to the Baihaw; and at 
£ttxereiy Poiind Weight {Says aDijty of abotit ai^en- 
hw The Voyage to Suez is reckdn*d Very dangerous j 
afUcMf ScMtlf 0f Tfl^^ Where the Madrepores, a 9ori 

Y a of 
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of tmpcrfedt Coral, growing under Water and branch- 
ing out like a Tree, are almoft aCi dangerous to Ship« 
jMtgas Rocks themfelyes, infomuch thacin thofe Paits» 
where they have no great Depth of Water, they find 
it MctffzTY to conie to an Anchor every Evening. 

Trit Town of Suez is but fmall,* and, except at fuch 
Times as the Ships are unloading or taking in their 
Cargo, ifrtry thin of Inhabitants: Even the Cuftom* 
hoiiie Oflkers themfelves retire when the Ships are 
empty, which are left without any Hands m tljem» 
faftenM with two Anchors^ to each of which arc tied 
ibur .or five great Cables, nude of a Fto of .the Date- 
Tree. The Governor of Suez, wl«kn I hav6 call'd 
ArjF, has the Title of (kpjam^ or Mmrdl^ the order- 
ing of marine Affairs being more pecidiarly his Fio^ 
▼incc) but he has a Lieutenant or Deputy-Go veraor, 
who refides conftantly in the Ton^, and either by him* 
felf, or in conjundion with his Matter, tnuifids moft 
of die publick Bufinefs. And y^^ai^Sheck, who Jives ar 
Suez^ has alio a confiderable Share of Power, whenever 
he pleafes to interfere. What gives hmi this Authority 
is the greacScardty of Water, which is braoi^t fnrni 
Naioj on the Eaft Side of the Red Seai io that up^ 
Cn any Diflatisfaftion with the People or Governors 
of Suez^ he can put a Stop to that Supply, and they 
muft fetch their Water from the above-mention'd 
Well call'd Beer^eUSueTij which is very brackifli and 
difagreeabie. In a word, the Want of fineih Water is 
one of the greateft Inconveniences that Suez labours 
under, it being fo dear as to be ibid in the finallell 
Meafures: But it is far from being the only one, for 
this Town, of all others, is the moft deftitute of every 
thing that the Earth produces, having not one Gdfr- 
den about it, nor Grais, Com, TreeS^ or any Sort of 
Herbage in its Neighbourhood. 

The Turks have four Molques in Suez^ but there 

are few Cbriftians in the Town, except about two hun- 

'^ — ^ ^inmunion. We went to the 

Hou/e 
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Houfe of a GrtA Prieft, who, underftanding that we 
were travelling to Mount Zinau defirM our Names, ia 
order thi^jie mu^t pray in the Church for our good 
Journey and (ate Reoijfrn; wMdi it feems is nothing 
but j^ Method they have of aflcing Charity. Accord* 
ingly we made j^im f fm^Jl fW^itf* apd 4ep9^ W^^ 
\^ BleO^ig.' 

H ATiN^ 1107 loft the benefit of oiir C^yaq, sriitch 
proceeded ik> farther than Suez^ we were obliged ta 
put ourf^yes under the Protection Qf an Ar^ Shedci 
who fumiO/d us with proper Guides, and undertodc 
IP be anfwerabfe ^r our Safety. We aUb procured a 
Coc^Vfflncmlatorf^Leiiter fipoa the Bey of ^ua to {the 
(jOYCrnor of fVr, Reiving h^oi to gjye m ? kind Rfr- 
ception at that Phce^ and xo prevent, as &r as ifi him 
lay, our receiving .any Moleftadon or Injury. Our 
Water, CoSee, Bifket^ Tobacco, and all other necef- 
^ ProviuoRS being got ready, and our Camels fent 
round before us, ^ ^ofsM oyer the Bay fcom ^tf«, 
where it is about a Mile in Breadth, to the Eaftem 
Shore, whither Qoacs go eyery Day to fetch Water> 
which is btough^ in ^ins on Camels from VabA a- 
lx)ye-^ei>jdon['d. 

After travelling three or four Hours South &om 
the Place where we landed, we came to a Place call'd 
Ei9hAbufeby or the Sprb^s of Mofes^ the Water iffu- 
ing fiom (everal little Hillocks or riung GrouiKls^ bring- 
ing up the Sand along with it, 9od fomung a Qijag* 
mire which it is dangerous lo fppro^di reiy near, 
Voth Nfen ai^ Camels haying been fwallowM up in it, 
4'^t |vcre ];igfKl/ ioEbrm^d. One of thefe Springs 
aflRMxfa ix>ieraUe good Water^ but the reft are warm, 
midf^ to hflore » fnull Mixture of Sul* 

phur. Near ^is Place we took up oiy frft Night's 
Lodging^ being not willing to £uiguq o^rfehres by be- 
^nnmg with a long Day*s Journey* 

Y ^ ^^ 
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Wi fct Forwards betimes in the Morning, and halt- 
M abput "Eleven, y^hen wp took fprtie Rcfrefhment, 
and proceeded on till Six in the Evening, having the 
^RedSea continiia'lly on our Right, about half a League^^ 
EHftaTxce. The next l5ay we went on through the 
^dyitefcrt, till we came to a fmalfEminence covered 
with, little Shrubs, where: we made a.fhort Stay to let 
tie GgmeJs browze upon them, and tjtiKM our Tents 
fo flieJter us from the rfeat of the Stfn/ We lay aft 
Night in ;he Defert of Skedufy the '5i*f' of the Scrip- 
tures. '• "". • 
'•• Thb Day following, travelling apion^ Hills indl 
Vales, our i^r^^j fhew'd us a Mountain cdlM JebelU- 
Mdraby near which Place it probably vi^ that the IJ^ 
taetiM met with thofe titier IVaters^ whifcM made then> 
murmur againft Mcfes'^. After this wc came to a 
Vale, or R-d of a Winter-Torrent, . calM -Corcndel^ 
which being full of Shrubs, though it afforded us no. 
Water, we chofe for the Place of our Encampment. 

W? prcvailM with our Guides tg ftep. a fittle out 
of the Road, and (hew us what they call Pbaraob*t 
9^iby which is a Grotto in the Side of a Mountain^ 
having two Mouths, one of them leading to a Spring 
of very hot Water, which finds its Way througn the 
^ock, and falls into the Sea in feveral fittle Streamy 
(It the Dtdance of a Qiiarter of a Mrlb, retaining a 
jjreat Degree of Warmth to the very hft. As foon 
9S one enters the PirfTage leading to the Well, it makes 
one fw^at plentifully, and grows exceeding hot as we 
advance farther. It is feid that fome People, who havq 
^one quite to the Water, have had thieii' Lights ttc- 
tinguifh*d, and themfelves been kill'd by a fiidden 
Vapour. From the whitifh Subftance,/ with nkicl^ 
the Stones thereabouts are incrufted, as well as-frbn^ 
the Tafte of the Water, it appears to contain a great 
ckai of Salt and Sulphur ^ znpi is fo naufeoiis, ttat i? 

• SjecJuj XV. 23, 24. 

«nnot 
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cannot be taken inwardly, but muft be uied by bath- 
ing. It is reckonM good for moft Difoxders of the 
Skin and Nerves, but is particularly efteemM for ImL 
potenqr in Men, and Bamnnefs in Women. Thofe 
nvho make ufe of this Water have it fitft pourM on 
them before they enter the Grotto, and then again in 
the Pafli^, in order to caufe a more plentiful Pe^- 
fpiration} and for forty Days after this they obferve a 
particular Re^men, eadng nothing but Honey, Oil^ 
and Bread widiout Salt in it, and drinking only Wa- 
ter wherein Dates have been fteep'd. 

Thx next Day we met with feveral Arahs^ who 
beggM fome Bread and Tobacco, which being given 
them, they departed quietly. We pafs'd by the Bed 
of another Mountain Torrent call'd IVouJet^ near which 
there is a (alt Spring, and a few Palm-trees. Soon a& 
terwards we law an Encampment of Arahs^ who did 
not give us the leaft Moleftadon^ for fome of thofe 
People are as remarkable for their Honefty, as others 
are for being addidted to Robbery and Plunder. We 
refted this Night in a Place where we were invited to 
ftav by a few Shrubs and a fmall Spring of bracki&i 
Water. 

From this Station we fet out early in the Morning, 
paffing over (everal Hills abounding with Variety of 
beautiful Granites, whereof we coUefted fome Speci- 
mens. Continuing to wind nearer and nearer to the 
Sea, we came at length into a plainer Countrv ; and 
having traveU'd till Six in the Evening, we pitched our 
Tents, fed our Camels, and took our Repofe. In 
two Efciys more we entered the Valley of Tir, pafling 
by 4 (alt Spring, whofe Waters fpreading over the 
Ground form a Sort of Cake on its Surface. From 
thence in three Hours we came to a Grove of Palm- 
treeSy and a Spring of better Water, and in one Hour 
more we arriv'd at 5Vr. 

During our (hort Stay at Tor wc took our Meals 
in \ Houfe belonging to the Convent of Mount Sinau 

y 4 and 



aji4 M the beft l^terbdninent the Pfacc ocxdi af- 
fopd, This Ii(tle Town ft^nds on ihe £aft Side of 
the ^A^ Sen^ 9(h1 h^ 4 priiCty goc4 Hwbctr^ which 
is commamkd bf ^ luinous Cs^e» the Reficfeim of 
^ ^rtfi^ Qqvernor^ M> ^hom ine pre&nti^ our Letter 
from die Bey pf . %2r, wbyJi was ihe taott wdoBine^ 
fis it was s^rcom^ied with a handfom^PipeftAL Tho 
Toi^^ V inl^bieed chiefiy by yfr^; and fYPentf-or 
thiftr Fellies pf the Greik CocDmunton^ -who call 
^' r4;|C( Ji^f'^^* $aine have cQoje£hMr*d TVr to be 
tne dhdtniParan^ as deicribM b]^ j^h^ftuQt; though it 
l$-geiie^y placed about thirty ^iiles Noc^ward «dth« 
in the Piplcrr^ which ftUl retainer it!^ Nan^e. - - 

Tf^HE gjreateft Curiofnies about Tir are the Pror 
tfuftion of the ke4 S^a^ which i? 611 'd with a vaft Va- 
riety of marine Vegetables^ ^h as the Madxepints a- 
^C(Y?-m?ntiQ(iy, Fti$gi or N?nlhroonns,--Srii/i^5/«r«» 
ania other c^aljline Bodies^ which appear^ tdien tho 
Sica is calm, like ^ Qrovc or Foreft uoder Water; par» 
tiqilarlY ^ br^hfd lifydrif^res^ whereof fome are 
ta fl^* V}yefy Fee? high, fp^wiipg thctnfelvcs like an 
ihjf,^ qr (hooting VP py«a«aidically like a .Cyprefc 
The ori^f Species I nave mentipn'd frequently maw 
^ ^Kf I^v^ Ma(|ics^ and are ufed in the Buildinga 
^ 7!7f, . The JFia^us^ properly fo caU*d» (eems to bo 
^enM tothe Rock by a finall Root^ aod, cQntrar]fi 
tei t^e LffidTM^fihroom, h^ its Gills tum'd upwards; 

Th£ Brain-Stone app^^rs ^o to t^ve a Roos, and, 
^ke the F^pfgus^ db^erws a pertain fpetific Config^va-- 
cion» which cannot be f^id of any other coralline Boh 

(lies*, Cbc (hing is rc^nark^bie of the Madrepores^ 

» . » 

* Dr. ^4«i» {whti^t pbyfical kis dene toi thpTe of the Lsodjn 

as wc^ ^ geographical Obferi- y^ it hath wifefy fupplied that 

vatk>n9 OB the Coumrxs tlvoagh M^hanifin bv a NusiDer of Ut- 

which he uav€il*d arci very ju- tleonei, which ade' Aflritwte^ 

4icioiu) takes notice, that thoagh all o?er the Plant infa juft a Vto^ 

Nature hat nor ailomr^d th^ma- portion, that they are lodged 

rir.c ^znts one large P.ocjt, as it thicker upon the Braoch^whesf 

thar 
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i^ both the red and white ones become yellow foon 
after they are taken out of the Water. 

This uncommon Sort of Botany is very entertain- 
•ing, and would employ the Attention of ia Traveller 
much longer than his hired Conduftors are in^lling to 
frail for him: And the greatDiverfity of Shells which 
are found about the Port of Tl^r, and upon leveral 
other Pkrts of the Coaft, or in the Shallows xA the Red 
Sidj afford us likewife a moil agreeable Arouiement. 
The Concha Veneris is to be niiet with varioufly fpottcd, 
and of various Sizes*, and, in fhort, all the turbinated 
arid bivalve Kinds are not only remarkable for the 
Wantonnefs whicih Nature has Ihcwn in their Colours^ 
IniC for their eitraOrdihary Dimcnfions, fome of the 
former Sort being fifteen or eighteen Inches long, and 
of the latter as much in Diameter. 

It is juftly obferved, that the Inhabitants of Tar 
are indebted to their Port for fcveral great Advantages. 
From thence, as has been already mentioned, they 
draw moft of the Materials for building their Hoiifes; 
and the excellent Fifh, with which it abounds, \i the 
chief Part 6f their Suftenance; whilft the Shells they 
are furni(h*d with from the fame plentiful Magazinv: 
fupply the Place of Cups, Jarrs, Diflies, and othet 
Jioufhold Utenfils. Thus if Nature has been foaring 
of her Blcflings to thefe People on one hand, fhe has 



fhe Vegctatoi is prfncipany 
Cairieii on^ than in the 1* mnk, 
Wheup it ii more at a Stand, 
and which therefore is often 
found naked, ^d- feldom in^ 
creafes in the fame Proportion 
with the Brandies. The tcrre- 
ibial Plants could not fubfift 
Vithout ^n A^paza^'uai great 
and extenfive Ri>otB, becaufe 
they are not r nly to be hereby 
froported agsinfl tl.e Violent 
#n3k9 Wind« which woold other- 



wITe blow them down, butthe(r 
Food alfo is to be fetchM at 9 
great Diihnce : Whereas the 
Bftarine- Vegetables, ai they are 
more fecurely placed, fo they 
lye within a near^ Reach m 
their Po<^9 mPMw^ as it 'ifCfere 
in* the nidft • off nenty'; a^ 
therefore aa- Afftirafi of the 
former Kind muil have been im« 
neceflary, either CO nottiffli or 
fiipport theni. ShtinoH Trmwltp 
p. 386. 
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Jbeen bountiful on the other; and if the Land is barrel^ 
the Produftion^ of the Sea aiakc fome amends for the 
Pcficicnqr. 

Having ftaid two Days at 3Vr, we continued our 
Journey towards Mount Sinai^ iii Company with a 
jMonk belonging to that Convent In two Hours we 
came to Several Springs of fait warm Water, and a 
great Number of Palm-trees, where the Monks have 
a Garden. It is the common Opinion, and it feenu 
to be well grounded, that this is the Place called Elm 
in Scripture, where the T/ri^^/i/^j encampM, and found 
twelve Wells of Water and feventy Palm-trees*. In- 
deed, we do not now find the exad Number of Springs 
mentioned by Mofes\ but thofe that are wanting, 
which are not above two or three, may reaibnably be 
iiippofed to have been choakM up by Drifb of Sand^ 
which almoft every body knows are frequent in jfra- 
J^: And as to the Palm-trees,, it is no Wonder that 
in lb long a Courfe of Years they are increafed to a- 
bove two thouiand. One of thefe Wells b call'd Hamr 
mam Moufa^ or the Bath of Mofes\ which the Greek 
Monks, and even the Arabs themfelves, have 'm great 
Vcneradon, as believing it was thereabouts that Mofes 
and his particular Houihold were encamped. 

From Elim^ looking Eaftward, we have a diftmft 
yicw of Mount Sinai^ towards which we dire&«l our 
Courfe over the Defert of Sin^ (as it is call'd to this 
Pay) ^.e Place where God firil gave Manna to the 
inurmurii« Ifraelites. We were eight Hours in cro^ 
fing this r\s^ or Wildemefs, where we faw a great 
Variety of Lizards and Vipers, and many Acacisir 
Trees, caird Cyale by the Arabs^ much refembling the 
Ttce they csWSount in E^t\ and from the Cyalej2Sk 
we were informed, the Gfim Arabic flows naturally 
without Inctfion. Having traverfed thi$ Wildemei^ 

^ Ix$dMj xv. zj. Nitmb. xxxiii. 9. 
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we rcftcd ac the Entrance of a narrow Valley, near a 
(nail Spring of indifferent Water. 

We fpent the next Day in paffing through many 
intricate and difficult Ways among the Mountains, ly- 
fcg between the Defert of Sin and Mount Sinai^ which 
itfelf ftands in a (pacious Plain. We took another 
Night-s Repofe before we enter'd this Plain, and early 
in the Morning arriv-d at the Gretk Convent of St. 
Caib€rine\ commonly callM the Convent of Mount 
Sinai^ at the North-Eaft Side of which it is (ituated, 
juft at the Foot of the Mountain. The Manner of 
our Reception here (the fame that all Pilgrims meet 
with) is a Singularity that deferves to be mentioned; 
for we were not admitted in at the Door, which is 
pever open but when the Archbifliop is inftall'd, but 
were drawn up about thirty Feet high by a Windlafs, 
and taken into the Convent through a Window. This 
is done to prevent the y/rabs breaking in upon them 
by Surprize, with whom they are often at Variance. 
- The firft Foundation of this great Convent, as it 
may be calPd with refpeft to others that are about 
Mount Sinai^ feems to have been laid by the pious 
Emprefs Helena^ in a Tower which ftill retains her 
Name, and contains in it three Chapels, befides Apart- 
ments for the Archhilhop', who, however, does not 
often honour them with hts Prefcnce, but generally re- 
fi.les at Cdiro, Tht? Convent is irregular and ill-built, 
partly of Stone, and partly of .un!3urnt Brick ; the 
VValk having little* fquare Towc-rs at each Comer, and 
in the. Middle of each Side. The whole Length of it, 
frivm Eaft to Weft, is about two hundred and fixtv 
Feet, and its Breadth one hundred and fifty; within 
which Space not only the Convent, or Houfe itfelf, is 
included, together with its Mills, Bakehotifes, and all 
neccflary Offices, but likewifc the great Church of the 
TroH^^figurati^n^ and abundance of little Chapels. The 
Convent ftands on a Defcsnt, but the original Defign 
feems to have been to raife the lower Part by a great 

Number 
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J^umbcr of Arches, feveral of which are ftill remain* 
mg; and fo having laid the firft Floor on a Level, to 
have raised two more above it; for the AValls round 
have three Hanges of Holes or Windows. Thcfe Walls 
tpd Arches^ and the Church above-mention'd, are the 
pnly Parts that have the Appearance of Andquity, 
fnd are well built of large hewn Stone ; but the Walls 
on the South Side are of more modern Stnifhire. 
trhey are fiy Foot thicks and have a Walk round the 
Top of them, but in fome Places they are ruinous. 
-The main Gate, as has been obfery^d already, {s never 
cpen'd but when the Archbifhop £rft comes to the 
Convent; f)ut thfy have a finall Door that opens ioto 
fhc Garden. 

The durch of the Transfiguration^ which ftanda 
on the loweft Ground of the Convent, is a large and 
|)eautiful Struftufe, die Roof being of Cypnis, coyer'd 

E*th Lead, and fupported by two Rows of Marble 
^ll)qins,theCapital$ whereof are different one from anr 
other, though undoubtedly deGgn^d for the (ame Buildr 
ing. The Floor is elegantly laid out ill Moiaic Wqrk, 
in which there is a great Variety of beautiful and co^^ 
Jy Marbles brought from Damafcus. On the PSutitk>n, 
^hich (ejparates the Chancel from the Body of (hc 
Churchy IS p]ace4 a fmall Marble Cheft, adora*d witl| 
Poli%e% wherein are prefery'd the Left Hand and the 
Skull of %. Qatberine. The Skull is not talq^n out 
^ the Shrine tp be f)iewn to Stning^rs, and is proba- 
bly imperfect ; but the Hand is entin^, haying Ringi 
on the Fingers. Adjoining to the Eaft End of the 
iChurch is the Chapicl of the Hofy Bujby in which the 
/^ngel of t^e Lqrd appeared to Mofes in a Flame of 
Fire, as he was i(i[atching the Flocks of his Father Je- 
ibro"^. On )d^ very Spot, as they pretend, where this 
burning Bufh grew, there now lies a white marble 
Stone under the AI;ar» which they kifs with great De- 

votion J 
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Votkib; and) in imitation of Mofes^ they pull ofF their 
Shoes whenever they enter or approach this Chapel. 
To the North of this is a Chapel dedicated to St. 
Jams^ and on the South Side is that of the bofy Fc^ 
ibersj in which laft are burled twelve Martyrs^ as ap* 
peira from a Greek InfcriptioB. There Ut near twent 
ty other Chapels about the Convent* each dedicated 
to iomt particular Saint. ; 

. The Papas^% and Caleyets in thh Mohaftery are a^ 
bout a hundred and fifty b Nuniber, but rhany of the 
Fnattrnity refide at Cairo^ Tor^ and other Places. Thole 
at Mount Sinai efpecially live a very ftrift and auftene 
Life) abftaining alwavs from Flefh, and in Lent from 
every thing that is the Produce oJF Flefh, as Butteri 
Cheefe, Milk, &r. aqd Seeding chiefly .upon Bre^ 
Rice ill dreis'd with Qili Vinegar, and Qclions, drjed 
Horfc-beansibddeniii Water, Olives, StfUad^aAdPot^ 
herbs^ Dates, FigSi Almonds^ and fuch-likt dry Diet 
as conllitUted the Xerophagy * of the primitive Quit 
(bans. They are permitted to eat OU and Sheli-fiih 
only on Saturdays^ Suudofs^ arid Feaft-Days in Lent 9 
but they eat dried Fi(h at other Scafons. From Sim' 
day Evening to JJb IFednefday in the Afternoon they 
^at nothing, and they keep the fame rigid Fafl froqi 
^burfdaj Evening till Saturday in the Afternoon thd 
Week before Eafter. They are fupplfed with Filh 
from their Sifter-Convent at Tar^ bat irioft of their o^ 
cher Provifions are feAt them from C^rh^ except wlu^ 
their own Gardens produce, which by a fiuprizing 
Indullry they have inade to fumifh them, in this bar- 
ren Country, with Variety of Roots, Herbs, and' 



• The Word b Greek, and 
£gm£ct the feeding on dried 
Poods I which nany Chriflians 
in the firft Aget obferv^d b 
Ari^My* as not only to abfiaia 
from Fle(h wail Wjiie» bat eren 
from all fucculenf iai vinous 



Froics; and Ibme even brought 
themfelves to bare Biead and 
Water. Tthmttim (in his Book 
dt Aiftmeirtrd,aLp,ix.) ipeaksof 
the JdrMapa as a I'lung com- . 
mend&ble in Jioie of Pciiecu- 
uon. . 

Fruity 
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Fruits, excellent in their Kinda^ sind in gre«c Abuv^ 

dance*, 

, They have two Wells in the CbnVenf, ohe of thesi 

caflM the WeU of MdfeSy the Water whereof is cold^ 

and ferves them to drink in Sumnler; the othcr^ the 

k^tUof the Hdfy Btijbj which being warmer is lifed iA 

"Winter. Their Springs depend mtich ufion the Rain^ 

enerally failing tneiii in dry Seafon; which having 
ppen'd of late 1?'ears, their Gardens have fu^r'd 
toeatly, and nrlany of their Tl-ees perifh'd for want of 
Water; however, they haVe coitlmonly enoUgh fol* 
their owii drinking. 

The Convene of Motint ShuU is eatetnptei fit>m 
•U Jurifdi£kion^ being governM by kit Archbimop, at 
he is called, whd4s ele6ted by the Mcinks froni among 
then: own Body, and confecrated by the Patriarch of 
^irnfidm. When the Arch'biflKTp is at Cmt9^ the 
Convene is governed by a Superior^ n^hdm they call 
Diiaiosi put he dote very little without the Advice 
ttf the Synaxis^ a Sort of Chapter cdhfifting 6f feven 
W eight of the Fraternlt/i eithef diftinguifird b)r dieir 



. ^ Dr. Shaw h ihdffe jkHictf- 
Itf on this Held, whofe Words 
I ihall tkeiefbre tranfcribe. 
^' The Monies of Sifuti, (fays 
'* he) in along Proce&of Time^ 
•* have cover'd oVer with Dun^^ 
** and the Sweepings of their 
^ Convent* near four Acres of 
«* naked Rocb; which pto- 



*^ duceasf 



Roots,' 



*^ SallKd, and all kinds of Pot- 
*' heibst as any Soil and Climate 
** whatfocver. They have lik*- 
«• wife raifed Olive^ Plum, AI- 
*• mond, Apple and Pear Tree*; 
" not only in great Numbers, 
«« but of excellent Kinds. The 
«* Pears particularly are in fuch 
<< Efteem at Cairt, that there 



^< U aiMfeht or(fa&i.ii»it eve-* 
^' ry Seaibn to the Bmaw, and 
" Perfens of the firil Qffikf. 
** Ij^eithet aic thiv On^ mi 
** ferior in Size and Flavour td 
«< any whatfoever: It being 
« My demtonibaccd, by what 
** tilts little Garden p wd a c a ^r 
** hbw£»t anindefiaigiUi In* 
*' duiby can prevail over Na^ 
'* ture ; and that feveial Flaicef 
'^ are capable o£CukareandIin« 
** provement, wbkh were in* 
<' tended by Natore ttf be bar- 
'' ren , . and which fhe Imt 
^ and Skithful have ahtrays &f- 
"fcr^d to be br SAro'i' 
Ttdvilsp p. 394.' 
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AgCi chcir great Judgment, or the Services they have 
done the Convene. But if the Archbifhop be tbfent 
beyond the Sea, the Affairs of the Hou(e at Mount 
Sinai dxt wholly governed by the Archimandrite or 
Superior of the Convent at Cairo. 

If the Emprefs of Helena laid the firft Foundadoq 
of die Convent of Mount Sinai^ as has been tndp 
mated, the greateft Part of it however was biiiit bv 
the Einperor Juftinian \ for in the Church of the Trt^ 
figuration we find fome Infcriptions in honour of hiii| 
and his. Emprefs neodora^ whofe Pi&ures in Molaic 
Work are hkewife to be feen over the high.AIta^ 
From the Antiquity of this Convent therefore, in wfa^ 
ti ccm(laiit'Succeflion of Monks have lived, with onig 
fome imall Interruption from the Jrais^- cv^r luce th^ 
Time of the above- mentioned Emperor, it is probable 
that Divine Service is performed nere moft agreeably 
to the ancient Cuftoms of the Greek Church; and ta;* 
deed it is done with rnore Decency than, the Grem 
obfcrvc in many other Places, Their Offices arc ver 
bng, arid take up great Part of their Time, thoi 
they iay them as quick as pofllble; and no won^ 
they ajQ ready in performing them, fmce it is the 
wlx>le ppplc^ment of their Lives. In Leni they ri^ 
at Mlidoight, and perform certain Devotions, and cefe? 
brate the Euchanft four times a Week, They have 
always Prayers at Four in the Afternoon, after whic^ 
they eat a moderate Supper, and go betimes to their 
Repofe. 

Whew Pilgrims firft .arrive at the Convent, thcjr 
are conduced to their Apartments, and a Caloyer,^ 
appointed to attend them, and to prepare their Prb\uf 
fions, which are ufually ferv'd up m their own Cham- 
bers, though on certain Days they dine with the Monks 
in the Refeftory. The Ceremony of wafliing theii;' 
Feet is likewife performed, as it is at Jerufalem 5 which 
is done by a Prieft if the Pilgrim be in Order^, but if 
not, by a Caloyer or Lay-Brother & the whole Society 

fitting 
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fitting in the Half, finging Hymns fuitablc to the Oc* 
cafion.. After the Ceremony, is over, one of the Monks 
hiings ari tFm and a Bafon to walK their Himds^ and 
then fprinfies the Pilgrims with Rofe-WatcK. All 
this is done in the Refe6tory, ,W^erc tHcy i^ likewile 
cntertain'd at Dinner ; during ;^hi^h Tinie i hlonk 
reads irertaih Portions of &ri|5ture.. Tt^hc Ai^ifho]^ 
las a /tabl^ it the upper End^ on ^lirhich tHe^ fet a 
covered Plate ^ith Bread in i(, ^nd on each Side twQ 
finall Sil^r Cups of Water. This Plate rt ctnied 
round the Table by one^ of the PrielbE, , fcach t*erfoii 
taking a Piece of Bread \ and in lilce manner fhc Cups, 
"^liich is fiird with Wine whqn they hav6 it to fpare,' 
lire handed about to the Company, out of which ever]f 
one drinks a little. After this they go and fe)t them- 
felres heir the Archbilhop's Chair, wKe^ dier Dif- 
iBourle together for fome time, each Perfcin taldng a 
Rate of WKdtt ol- Peafe out of the Bafkecs thk (»» 
ttere; aHd picking them clean; the Meaning of whicH 
I do not underftud,^unlfefs it be to intimate, that all 
biir Amuiements, even that of Converlation idHf| 
fliouid be adofnpanied With fbrrie tifefuj Adtiona. This 
'done, (he Pilgrims are ufually cdndiifted to the Aid); 
C£(hop^s Apartments, where they are (hewn the Re^ 
jnfter of the feyeral Benefaftors to the Convent^ it be- 
Uie cdftoihary to give ibihething after the Fdrfbrmance 
of this Cereffidny. r - - i 

Tni Story of St. Cathirini^ ^ho has given Name 
to this Convent and to a Part, of the neighbouring 
Mountain, is brieSv this/ That !)eing fiften^d. &> a 
IVheel it Al^iakdna^ under the Emfteror^A£i^M^iic/; 
\k ofder fo be put to deith^ fte Wheel diinculoufly 
broke into pieces; l>ut tieing aTtenvs^l beJidKled, her 
Body was carried from thence by Anjgefs (p, fiie Top 
of tnis Mountain, the Saint having pray*d to Gal that 
it mijght not fall into the Hands ot the Infiitleb.' Here 
it lay concealed, fay they, for above three hundred 
Years, when it was broi^ht down with gteit Sokip^ 
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inity by the Monks, and depofited in the Cbrivent, iii 
confcqumce of a Revelation granted to out 6F theif 
Fraternity. ' ..'-,, 

. Some £iy that; Sergins^ who is reported to have 
been an Acconiplice with Mahomet^ and to have af- 
lifted hint in bompleating the Koran,, and filming the 
Syflem of die MaBmetan Reli^on; wiS a Monk 
of die Convent of Mount Simu. „ btti'et^ affirm, 
that Mahomet himfelf was a .^ervs^t belonging 
to the Monafteiy; and ufed to drive their Camels ; 
and that one Day failing- afleep bcfdre the 'Gate; art 
Ea^le came and hovered a lonjg Tmt over his Head^ 
which . was lookM ppon as a ^refage of his future 
iSreatneis. But all this icenit to be mete Fi&ion, o^ 
therwife it would probably have been mendon'd in a 
Hiftory of the. Convent which they Ihew'd us in their 
I^ibrary.^ This. Hiftory has it, that Mabmnet was 
bom in the Deferts of Ki^ in Arabia Felix^ and that 
when he came to the Convent he was honourably en- 
tertained by the Monks, upon which Account h^ 
grantx^d to them, and to Chriftians in generiiv great 
Privileges by a Pa^nt*, which remain d in their Handj 



* Dr. P^mki hit obliged in 
with aa Ef^li/b Tianflation of 
this Patent mm the modem 
Grtek^ which I fliall take the 
Liberty of tranfcribing, as I 
think it cannot fitiL of being a- 
greeable to the Reader, who 
from hence will naturally be in- 
duced to refleQ, hSownttteRe- 
Sixl the Followers of Mid^mrt 
ve hnd to the Rules herein 
laid down with refpeft to their 
fiehaviour to Chriftians in gene- 
^. — " As God is great and 
govemeth , . from whom all 
the Prophets are come, for 
ihere remaineth no Record 

VoL.IH. N^.XLVH. 



of Injuftice a|punft God i 
through the Gifts that are 
ghrcn unto Men, Mahomet 
the Son of A^dal/ah, the A^ 
pofUe of. God; and careful 
Guardian df the whole World, 
has wiote • the preftnt (nftni* 
ment to all thofe that are his 
national People, and. of his 
own Religbn, ^ a fcjcure andf *1 
pofitive Protnife to be acoom« '** 
]^ih*d to the Chfiftian Na- 
tion and ReUtioQ* of the Ab. 
Kortfui whofoever they may 
be, whether .they be the 
NoUe or the Vidgtr, the 
Honourable or othemtfe » 

z m 
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till the Time of Sultan SeUm i who, thinking it too 
valuable a Treafure to be in dieir Poi&flion, took it 



ftyittg thus. I. Whofocvdr rf 
my Nation ihall prefume to 
l^reak my Promife and Oath, 
whkh is coBtain-d in this prefent 
Agreement, a£b cohtrary to the 
Oath, and will be a Refifter of 
the Faith, (which God forbidjf 
lor he-becometh wofthy of the 
Curfe, whether he be the King 
lumfdf, or a poor Man, or what 
l^erfon foever he may be. 
il. That whenever any one of 
die Monks iii his Travek (hall 
liappen to fettle upon any Moun- 
tain, Hill, Viiljige; or other 
habitable Placey on the Sbay or 
in Defcrts, or in any Convent, 
Church, or Houfe of Prayer, I 
Ihall be in the midfl of them, as 
the Preferver and Protestor of 
Aem, their Goods and Efieds, 
with my Soul, Aid, and Protie- 
ftion, jointly with all my natio- 
nal l^eople ; becaufe they are a 
Part of my own People, and an 
Hoiiour to me. III. Moreover, 
1 command all Officers notto re- 
quire any Poll-Tax of them, or 
any other Tribute, becaufe they 
ihall not be forced or compelled 
to any thing of this kind. IV. 
l4one fhall prefume lo change 
their Judges or Gofemon, 
kut they (hall reihain in their 
Office without being depofed. 
V, No one fiudl- moleil them 
Wh^:i they are travelling on the 
Acad. VI. Whatever Ghuifehes 
^y are poiTefs^d of, no' one is 
to deprive them of thedi. 
VII. Whofoever (hall annul any 
ifae of Chffc my Decrees,, let 



liim kitoW pofitively, that he 
annuls the Ordinance of God. 
yill. Moreover, neither thtir 
Judges, Governors, Monks^ 
Servants, DifcTples, or any o- 
thers dependteg on them» ihall 
payanyPoll-Tajt, orbemolelV- 
ed on that Account ; becaufe i 
am their ProteAor, wherefoever 
the/ (hall be, either by Land or 
bySea^ EaftorWeft, Noithor 
South'; becaufe bothti^ and 
aU that belong to them are in- 
cluded in this my promHTory 
OathJuidFktent. IX. And of 
thofe that Ihre quietly and Mi- 
tarMy upon the Mountains, they 
fl^ exaA neither PoU-Tax nor 
Tythes from their Incomes, nei- 
ther (hall any MiifiAitiBi fmxtakt 
of what they have ; for they la- 
bour only to maintain ^emfelves. 

X. Whenever- the Crop of the 
Earth (hall be plentifiil in its 
due Time, the Inhabitants (haXi 
be obliged out of every Bu(hel 
to give them a certain Meafure. 

XI. Neither in Tune of War 
fhaU they ta|ce them out of their 
Habitations, nor compel them* 
to go to the Wars ; nor even- 
then (hall they require of them' 
any PoU-Tax. (fFbat bm bctn 
fidd relates to ibe Monks of Masai 

Sinai ; nubat foUtmss relates t9 
every Cbriftum,^ XII. Tho(e 
ChriiUans who are Inhabitants, 
aiid with their Riches and Twf- 
Hbk are able to pay the Pbll- 
Tar, ffiall pay no more diad 
twelve Drachms. XHL Eas 
ceptingthiiv nothing more (haH* 

from 



from them^ and granted them anpther under his owii 
Hand in the fame Terms, but upon tlie Hard Condi* 



he required of them, ftccohliiig 
to the exprtfi drder of God, 
ihat byt^ D6 not moled thofe 
whp have a Veneratioa for the 
JBooks that are fent from God ; 
but rather^, in a icind Manner, 
give of your good Things to 
them, an4 ^ohyeife with theqi, 
and hinder every one from mo- 
leftingtheiu XTV. If a Chri- 
fHan Womaii (hall hiq;>pen^to 
inany a l^utman, the Mxff^- 
man ihall not crois the Inclina^ 
tion of his Wife, tb keep heir 
from her Chuirch and Prayen, 
and the PraAice of her Religion. 
Xy. That no Perfon hmdcr 
chcm from repairing thei^ 



Churches. ^1. Whofo^ytr 
ads contrary to this ;ny Grant, 
ol* gives Credit to any thingcon^i 
trary to it, becomes ttoTy an 
Apoftate to God and to his^< 
vme Apoftle, becaiife this Ao^ 
tcAion I have granted to thett^' 
according to tliis ,Promiic;^ 
Xyil* No one (hall bear Anns 
againft them, but^ on the goii-% 
trary, the Ali^^Aiaiy/ (hall wi^gd 
War for them. y^VLl. fS^ 
by this i ordain, that, non^ p^ 
my Nation (hall prefunie to dil 
or aft contrary to thi^ my PhS 
mife, until the Bnd of ttf 
Wc^U. 



WitnetfesV 

if//, the Spn cff Ahk Tbalelfl 
Homar, the Son of Hattmnl 
Zifiir, the Son of Almam* 
Saitt, the Son.o£ J^iaatt.^ 
TA^tt, the Son of Nefii. 
Aiuafhemt the Son of IC^if{» ..^ 
Ampbacbin, the Son of HaJffkiU 
Asanr^ the Son of ^mffin. \,^ 

^nAakir^xHM Son q£ ^Liiii Kafbi. 
bttmrnt^ the So9 of G^o/. 
jdmbtilack, the Son of MeJ/uit. 
PAascir, the Son of Abbas. 
TalJt; the $Qn of Amptoukb^ 
Saat, the Son of Abbotts 
ka/mr^ the Son of Abid, 
Ambtttlkci, the Son of Omarl 



Thii Pftfeift Was written by 
the Leader, the Succe(ror of 
JH the Son of Abou Tbalebi 
uie Prophet marking it with J^s 
H&cC at the MoiT^e of the Pro* 



j^het, (in wbSih be Peace* lithe 
fecond Ycu- of the Higira, the 
third Day of the Mcmth Md^ 
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^on of giving Food to all the neighbouring Arahs 
^hat fhoiud come to the Convent. This they pCTformM 
a great while, letting down Bread or Com by the (kme 
Machkle that is ufed to draw up the Pilgrims ; but the 
Arabs frequently robbing them of their Com before it 
arriv'd at the Monaftery, and coming in too great 
Numbers, the Monks, unable to fupport them, were 
obliged to retire to T^r in the lad century \ though 
Matters were foon accommodated^ and they return*d 
to the peaceable FofleiTion of their Convent at Mount 
Sinai. 

This Mountain in general is callM Jebel Moufa by 
the Arahsy that is, the MountiUn of Mofis ; and fome- 
times, by way of Eminence, the Mountain only* It 
is in realitv one Hill with two SununHs,' bat the Greeks 
have divided it into four or five Parts, which have 
obtained fo many different Names* Howe^'er, the 
mod common Divifion of it is into Stnai, properly io 
caird, and Horeb. The Names of the other Parts are 
the Mountain of St. Catharine^ Mount Sericb^ Mount 
Epifteme^ and the Mount of Mofes. 

The ufual Way up to Mount Sinai is by the Stone 
Steps that were formerly laid from the Bottom to the 
Top of it at the Expence of the Emprefs Helena^ 
which begin at the Convent, on the North Side of 
Mount Horeb. The Steps are narrow, of the rough 
red Granate of the Mountain, thoiigh that is not the 
only Sort it produces, there being fome of a greyifh 
Colour, amongft a Variety of others. At prefent, 
moft of thefe Steps are either wafli'd out of their Places 
by the Rains, defaced by the Weather, or cjuite car- 
ried away ; fo that the Afcent is very fatigumg, and 
fometimes impofed as a Penance. Afcending we pals 
by a fine Spring on the Right Hand, and the Chapel 
of St. Mary on the Left ; and advancing ftill higher 
we come to a narrow Gateway, and beyond that aie- 
cond. At the firft of thefe, it is £iid, all ChrHlians 
ufed formerly to deliver a Certificace of their having 

€oafefs^4 
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confcfs'd at the Convent below, and there rcceiv'd 
another Paper to cany to thefecond Gate, in order to 
their being permitted to receive the Sacrament 6n the 
Top of Mount Sinau which it feems was andently 
theCuftom. A little beyond the fecond Gate two 
Roads ftrike ofF to the Right, the one towards Mount 
Hwreb^ the other into the Vale of Jabj that is the 
Fale ofGod^ wherein ftands the Convent of the Forty 
Martyrs. From hence the Afcent grows very fteep, 
which brings us firft to two adjoining Chapels, dedi- 
cated to Elias and EUJba \ in the former of which 
there is a little Grotto, whermn the Prophet is {aid to 
have dwelt •, when he fled hitherto avoid the Fury 
of Jezebd. Higher up we are fhewn fomething like 
the Print of a Camel's Foot in the Rock, which the 
Mabometans hold in great Veneration, as believing \% 
to have been ftamp'd there by Mabomet*% own Camel, 
which they (ay placed one Foot upon this Mountain, 
^mother at QairOj a third at DamafruSj and a fourth at 
Mecca. This muft needs have been an Animal of a 
prodigious Size; but, unfortunately for the Contrivers 
of this Story, the Print of the Foot in oueftion is no 
bigger than that of an ordinary CarQei. The next 
Thing obfervable, as we approacK nearer the Top, is 
^ great Stone Jutting out from die Rock ; beyond 
which, they tell us, Elias was forbidden lo go, (p ^f* 
ccnd higher being permitted only to Mofes. 

The Summit ot Mount Simti is fomewhat conical, 
or rather it has two fmall Summits, on. one of whicb 
is a Mofque, and on the other a Greek Church, and a 
fecond at a little Diftance belonging to the Latins \ it 
being on this very Spot, according to Tradition, that 
Mo/es receivM the Law from God himfelff-. Adjoin- 
ing to. the Latin Church is a. great Rock, which con- 
ftitutes the higheft' Point of the Mountain, and can- 
not be afccnded without fome Difficulty, On ont 

• I -Kjj^/ jcix. a, 9. + Ex9dus Kxxi. iS. 
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Side of thi$ Rock there is a little Cave or Grottc^ 
wherein Mofes is faid to have faded forty Days and 
forty Nights* 5 and from thence there is aCntckquito 
through the Rock, fo as to let in the Light. Here i( 
was, fay they, that the Lord hid Mofcs while hisGlo*. 
ry paffed by, that he might not fee his Facet; and 
thus they point out many other Places mentioned in 
the holy Scriptures. It is remarkable, that the North 
Part ot Mount 5/W is of red Granite for above half 
wiy up, the reft being of a yellowifli Ground with 
fmall black Grains ; infomuch that the fountain at a 
Siftance appears of two Colours. 

The eafieft of the thrqf Ways to the Top of 
Mount Sinai^ and which Mofcs is thoqght to have 
ufed, is call'd the Road of Sericb^ beginning with a 
gentle Afcent from the Yale of Raka^ and running 
between the little Summits of Mount Horebj which 
Hill abounds with Shrubs and aromatic Herbs, a& 
folding good Paftyre for the Cattle. On the Left of this 
Road, as we afcen<3i Mount Horeb^ are four ChapelS|| 
dedicated to St. ^me^ St. Pantekemon^ St. John Bap- 
tifty and the holy Girdle of the Virgin Mary . A litde 
nearer the Road th^n any of thefe there is k long Cell 
cut out of a Rock, wherein two Brothers, the Sons of 
a King^ are (kid to have lived as Herniits : And near 
St. John'% Chapel there is a Building which diey * lay 
belonged to a Hermit yhofc Name was Gr^dry. 
Higher up, upon a little Plain between Mount Horek 
and Sinaiy there is a Cell under a Rock, faid to have 
been inhabited by a Hermit whonfi they call St, Ste^ 
fben. About a Furlong from the Place where wo 
come out of this Road into the Vale of Raba^ we fee 
a Cavity in the Rock, reprefcntihg, but very rudely; 
the Head of a Calf-, and in this Hole the Monks will 
have it that Aaran caft the Head of the goldcd 

^ Mxsdusxxxiy. zt. i UU xxxiii. Z2, 13. 
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Gaff* which he letuptobcworihipp'dby ^tlfr^Ute$\^ 
for as to .the Body, they are not folicitous about ic^ 
looking upon the Head of the Animal as the Objedt of 
dieir Adoranon. Near this Place is a Rock which 
Nature fcems to have fomi'd into Stcps> whereon they 
pretend the molten Idol was erefted. Whether this 
be true or not, a fitter Situation could hardly have been 
chofen for that Purpofe, as it might be feen from all 
(he neighbouring Yallies. 

After having view'd Mount Sinai and Mount 
Hortb^ we paid a Vifit to the Convent of the Forty 
Martyrs^ where the Fathers keep only a Servant who 
takes Care of their large Garden, wluch is fiU'd with 
the fineft, and a!moft tluE^ only Fruit-trees in this Part 
of the Country. Here we took a Night's Repofe, 
and began early in the Morning to climb up the high 
Mountain of St. Catharine^ a Tafk more fatiguing 
than any we had yet undertaken. We were accom- 
panied by a Caloyer, and an Aral Boy, who carried 
with him a fmall Leathern-Bottle of Water, with 
which we refreftiM ourfehres feveral Times before wc 
reached the Top of the Mountain, the Weather be* 
ing warm, and the Hill in many Places fiiU of fharp 
Stones, lleep, and flippery. It was at leaft four Hours 
before we ^inM the Summit, where the hondl Monk 
pretended to fhew us the Print of St. Caibarin^^ Body 
4in the Rock, where it is laid to have laid before it 
was removed to the great Convent, as already related* 
About half way up the Mountain there is a Spring of 
fine Water, which fills z, Sort of Bafon form d natu- 
lally in the Rock. This is called the fFett of tie Par- 
tridges^ having been difcover*d by tbofe Birds, as they 
pretend, to th» Monks who brought down the Corpie 
of St. Catbarinij when they were exceffively thkity, 
^^ ready to faint under their burden. From the Top 

5 £r0^i XX3pi. 4. 
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pf this Mountain, which is much higher than any o- 
(her in thcfe Parts, we have an extenfive ProfpeA* 
having the RiiSea^ before us to the Soutl«, and its 
two Arms or Gylphs on each Hand of us; the He- 
roapotitic on the Right, and the Ekmitu on the Left, 
with Part of Arabia Dffirta. This Hill is full of a 
Sort of dendrite or bufhy Marble, if I may call it (o^ 
which, when bh>ken, exhibits the l^prelentation of 
Trees or Buflies : And from fu<;h Stones as thefe 
Mount Sinai had it9 Name, according to BuxiorfmA 
oth(irs, yrho derive \i from a Hebrew Word which fig- 
nifies a Bujb or Bramble; fome of the red Granite 
Stones of that Moupuin being alfo mark'd with the 
fibres of Shrubs and Trees, but not in fo beautiful 
a Manner as thefe of Mount Catharine; Our Cunoii- 
(y being iatisfied, we defcended the fame Way wc 
came up, not without great Fatigue and Difficulty; 
arid lodged again at the C^vent of the Forty Mott 
ih/rs.. . • • ' 

The next Day we went along the Valky kyto the 
Plain of Repbidim^ which lies to the Weftward of 
Mount Sinaij where the Ifraeliies encamp*d when they 
canie ipuC'of the Wildemefi of 5/», and where they 
murmur^il fob i^ant of Water. On this Occaflon God 
was pleafcd miracuIouRy to fupply their Wants, by 
eaufing Mofes to fmite the Rock with his Rod, upon 
which the Waters gu(hed out in a plentiful Manner; 
and from the Murmuring of the Ifraelites^ and their 
tempting the Lord, Mofes call'd the Place A£i^ and 
Meribab\ This^Rock of Meriiai^ or of Repbiiiw^ 
is rfillto be fecn lying loofe by itfelf in the Plain on 
the Weft Side of Mount S^inai^ to which it feems for- 
rhcrly to have belonged, being a large Block of ted 
Granite, whereof the greateft Part of that Hill con- 
Ms, as bs^ been already mentioned. It is about twelve 

• Eycdusxvu. 1 — 7. 
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Feet high, and on the Top of it, as well as down 
each Side towards the South End of it, the Water (as 
we may fuppofc) has form'd a Sort of Channel, which 
appears to be incrufted, and of a Colour fbmewhat 
different from the reft of. the Rock. All along this 
Channel are a great many Mouths or Openings, of va^ 
nous Dimenfions, from whence the Water is imaginM 
to have iflued. It muft be acknowledged that thele 
fcem to be evident Tokens of the Truth of the Mi- 
racle recorded, for neither Art nor Chance appears to 
have had any hand in their Formation; and there are 
likewife certain Fiffurea within the Openings, ibme 
horizontal and others perpendicular, which cannot pof- 
jibly have been the Work of any Tool or Inftninient. 
The Atabs call this the Stem of Mofa^ and imagine 
it endued with fuch Virtues, that they put Herbs mto 
the Holes I have been defcribing, and then give theni 
to their Camels, as a fovereign Remedy for all their 
Diforder?. It may not be amifs to mention, that the 
jirabs tell us of fuch another Stone as this about twen- 
fY Miles North- Weft of Mount Sinau with Open- 
ings all down it, and a Channel di(colour*d by the 
running of the Water. If this be true, it is probably 
the other Rock which Mofes fmote twice, and- the Wa- 
ter came out abundantly*, biing after the JJraeliies 
retum'd from Eziongeber into the Wildemels of Zin 
or Ka4ejk. Let me. only add, that the Plain of Rgr- 
pbidim^ where this extraordinary Antiquity is to be feen, 
is likewife remarkable for the Viftory gain*d over A- 
pmlek by th- Jfraelites^ whilft Aarcn and Hur fupported 
(he Handb oi Alofesf. 

Aft£r another Nigiu's Rcpofe in the Monaftery 
of the Martyrs, we fpent the following Day in view- 
ing fpme other Parts of the Mountain which we had 
pot yet particularly pbfcrv'd. We crofs'd the Valley 
of Melgaby on the South Side of which is the Con- 

* NumtcrsxK, 1 1. * Bxe^uj xfiu 8—15. 
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yent of St Peter and St. Paulj where that of St. Co- 
ibarme keeps a Servant; and on the Eaft Side of it is 
the ruin'd Monaftery of St. Mary of David, Falling . 
ovt r the Hills to the Weftwar^^ we came to a p|ca- 
fent Valley caird Teleby wherein arc feveral Gardens 
|ind Plenty of Water. Here is the litde Monaftery of 
St. Cofmas and Damanus^ to which a Servant is like- 
wife fent from the Mother-Convent, There is a ruin'd 
Buil'^ling on the North of this Valley, to which the 
Moiiks ufed fometimes to be fent to do Penance; and 
it is at prefcnt calFd the Priibn of St. Jcbn Qimax^ 
from a Cell of that Hermit under a neighbouring Rock. 
The Number of Hermits, who formerly . inhabited 
thefe Mountains, is almoft incredible; but the Infults 
;ind Opprefllons of the Araks have forced them to re- 
move. It is faid that the Emperor Jufiiman built the 
Convent of Mount Sinai at their Requeft. 

Mount Sericb^ which we likewife took a View of, 
is a long narrow Hill to the Weft of Hereby where 
we met with nothing remarkable. Mount Efifitme is 
fo call*d from a Woman of that Name, who IW*d on 
it with heir Hyfb^nd Galaktion. ; where a Nunnery was 
^fteni^aids fovyide^ the Ruins of which are ftill to be 
difcem*d. Near the South- Weft Comer pf diis Moun- 
tain, which is inconftderable with refpe£b to thofe aK 
ready defcribed, is a little Hill called Aracne by the 
Arahy and by the Greeks the Tabemack cf tbe ^efih- 
mnpfj where they fay Aaron was txxifecrated, and firft 
performed the Offices of the Priefthood ; fo tliar, if 
there be any Dependence upon tlus Tradition, it is 
prr^habie that on this Hill was placed the Tabernacle 
of the Congregation. Between Mount Epifkme and 
Mount Sinai^ not far from the Convent of St. Caibor 
rhte^ is the round Hill which the Greeks call the Motatt 
cf MofeSj where they lay he was keeping the Fkx:k 
of Jetbro iiis Fa^her-in-Law, when the Lord appeared 
and fpake to him out of the Bufh which burnt and 
VI as not conilimed ; whereof Mention, hn been mad^ 
already • The 



Thv famous Sinaic Infcription, mentionM by Kirr 
fber in hiis Prodromus Copticus^ is on a finall $tbne a|: 
the Foot of Mount Hore^^ about half a Mile to the 
Weft of the Convept of St, Catharine: But the Araks^ 
fuperftitioufly imagining that the Stone has ibme ex^ 
tiaofdinary Virtue in it when beaten to I^pwder and 
jpaken inwardly, have broken off fo many Pieces of it^ 
ifhzt the Infcription is almoft entirely defaced. There 
are likewife, abundance of other Infcripdons on tho 
Stones about thefe Mountain^; but as they are in ^ 
very ancient Charafter, void of Beauty and Regular 
rity, and abfolucely unintelligible, I thought the Pains 
of copying them might very well be (pared. 

H AviNG feen every thing worth Notice about Mount 
^inai and its'Il^eighbourhood, at leaft what is general-* 
ly Ihewn to Strangers, we returned to the Convent of 
St. Catharine^ where we were again drawn up and ta- 
|cen in at the Window. Being much fatigued witH 
our Joumey hither, as well as with rambling up and 
clown the Mountains, we were eafily prevailed upon to 
ilay two or three- Days in this Retirement, which we 
fpent partly in attending the Service of the Churchy 
and partly in the Library, where they have many Greek 
Books of the Hrft printing, but few valuable Manu- 
icripts. I alfo took this Opportunity to throw t(^e- 
ther fome mifcellaneous Qbfervations relating to thefe 
Parts of the World, which could not fo properly be 
introduced in the Narrative of our Travels. ^ 

As to the Natural Hiftory of Arabia Petraa^ the 
only Part of that vaft Country which came under our 
Notice, it has already been occafionally touch'd upon» 
the Qualities of fcveral of its Springs having been n>en- 
tion'd, and fome of the foffil Pxoduftions of its Moun- 
tains. With refpeft to its Waters I may add, that 
their Wholefomenefs generally makes Amends for their 
difagreeable Tafte, for they create an Appetite, and 
are remarkably lenitive and diuretick) but the brackifh 
Waters of the WcUs of Elim arc of a crude Digeftion^ 
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oQ^fioning Sallownefi of Complexion, fcrophuloiis 
Tumors, and Obftruftions in the Bowels, tx) which 
die Inhabitants of Tor^ who drinl^ them, are ezcren>ely 
iiibieft. 

• If we may jiidge of the State of the Earth below 
by the Quality of thefe Waters, the Bowels of Arabia 
miift abound with Salt and Sulphur; and yet we never 
&W either of thofe Minerals in Subftance or concreted, 
near fuch Places as one would judgs, from other 
Symptoms, contained thejn in great Plenty. . But of 
the more permanent Folliis, there are icverid whidi 
are not conihfion in other Countries; Aich as the Sele-. 
nitesy which flioots itielf, in various Shapes and Co- 
lours, for thirty or forty Yards together; and the 
Pfeudo-FluoTy vrKich freouently diftinguiflies itfelf in 
ptrat Expanfions. Of tne various Kinds of Grani/e, 
and the great Abundance of it in the Mountains of 
Arabia^ I {lave fpoken already; the conftituent Parti- 
cles whereof are fometimes fo Imall and well compacted, 
that the Contexture appears equal to that of Serpen- 
tine or Porphyry. But as to foflil Shells, and fuch-like 
Teftimonies of the Deluge, they are rarely to be mef 
with in the Mountains of Sinaf^ being deftroy'd, as wc 
may fuppofe by the cof rofiye Quaffty of the original 
Mm/iruum of tno{t Nfarbles; for in fuch RocI^ as ap- 
proach nearer to Free-ftone, the Shell of an Echinus^ 
a PeSuncuUijSj or fome other Inhabitant of the Waters, 
is frequently' difcover'd. The Ruins of a fmall Vil- 
lage at Ein el- Moufa are fyll of foflil Shells, great 
Quantities of which are likewifc found between Suex 
and CafrOy and all over the Lybian Mountain^. 

No Country perhaps has fewer Species of Animals 
in it than Arabia^ Nature having made very little Pro- 
vifion for their Siiftenance. The Vipors and lizards 
of the Wildcrnefs of Sin I have already mention'd; 
to which I may add, that we wei;e ibmedmes molefted 
by little Swarnis of Locufts and Hornets, of an un- 
common Sizx-, ' We faw very few Birda between Suez 
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&hd Mount Sinai^ and not many four-footed Animals, 
but now and then a Hare, a Wolf, or an Antelope; 
'The JnUfs teU us they have fome other wild Beaft^ 
but in no great Numbers, as the Tyger, or Leopard, 
being a fmall fpotted Sort they call Gatfo-ParddU^ and 
the Dubbab or Hyaena. 

The whole Face of the Countiy, or the greateft 
Part of it however, is wild and diugreeable, confin- 
ing of vaft Tandy Plains^ or naked and rocky Moun- 
tains. Nor is it often refrelh'd with Rain, except a- 
bout the Equinoxis; but the few Trees tod Herbs that 
grow here are chieflv nourilh'd by the plentiful Dews 
that fall in the Nignt-time. Arabia therefore \s al-. 
mod: as deftitute of vegetable as animal Prodoflions » 
for we fcarce meet with any Trees except the Acacia 
and Palm-tree, though fome P^rts of me Delart are 
over-run with fmall Shrubs and Bulhes. 

The Weather in Arabia is generally uniform, <fie 
Sky being clear, and the Wind blowing briikiy in the 
Day, and ceafmg in the Night The Southerly Winds 
are the gentleft, but thole in other Dire&ions are moft 
frequent, and fometimes fweep along with them great 
Drifts of Sand, which are very troublefome and dan- 
gerous to Travellers, and caufe furprizing Changes in 
the Surface of the Country, raifing Hillocks and 
Mountains in the Midft'of the Plains. Many People 
have likewife been fuffbcated by the hot bumin;^ 
Winds, which now and then infeft thefe fandy Couny 
tries* : And it is remarkable, that the dead Bodies of 



^ M. 7bevin9t relates, that 
in his Jooniey horn Stn» to Cm- 
r9 they had one of thffe hot 
Winds, which bdled for a Day 
•r longer, and were forced to 
turn their Backs to it to take a 
little Bieath. Their Water was 
heated to fnch a Dcffce^ that 
they coold not drink it : and the 
Camels were fo inftfted wllh it^ 



that they were not able to feedl 
It did not laft above fix Hours^ 
its greateft Violence; otherwife 
one half of the CaraTan nraft 
have perifliM. He adds, that 
the Ciaravan of 3^cm was fo 
annoy*d with fuch a Wind ths 
Year before, that two thou&nd 
Men were 1aU*d b t tr il^ one 
Night. 

Men 
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Men or Beafts will lie a great many Years in tKefe Del 
iarts without ttiouldring away ; which perhaps is owing 
io the violent Heat of the Sand, whereby they are 
foon drainM of their Moifhire^ that would otherwife 
difpofe them to Putre&£tion. 

I c ANNO t but take nqtice of a furprizing Pbantomert^iii 
which has alfo been bbferv'd by other Travellers^ viz: 
that where the Deferts afe iandjr and level, they appear 
at a little Diftante like a. Cblledlion of Water, which ' 
items to advance as we do, keeping always before us, 
ift the IMance of about a Quarter of i Mile, whilft 
the intermediate Space a0>ears all in a Gk>w; occa- 
iion*d by the trembling Flui^doa of the Vapoun 
^aled from the Earth by the Sun^s powerful Influ- 
ence. It is alfo wonderful to obferve, in what an ex- 
traordinary Manner every Obje£t ii magnified within 
this feeming CoUeftion of Water; infonfiuch that a 
Shrub appears like a tall Tree, and a; Sbiecp might be 
fniftaken for a Camel. 

^ The Jrdl^s J who are the Jonly Inhabitsmfe of th$ 
Country except the few Cbriftians aboUt Mount Shud^ 
Sxe th^ Defpendants of IJbmael^ of whom' the AngeL 
foretold before he was bom, that he would i^^ a toUd 
MoHj sb[\d .that iiis Hahd would be again/i eVery MaHi 
and every Maffs Hand againft bim''^. This is almoft 
literally true of his Pofterity even to this Day, many 
of whpm not omty make it their Bufinefs to attack and 
plunder Strangers who, are unarmM and defenceleis; 
but are frequently at Variance one with another, and 
keep up implacable and hereditary Animofities among 
themfelves. But thiis is nor th)e Cha^a6l:ef of the whole. 
People: All along the Sea-Cc^ft are the NGfinidesznd 
Penuaji^ who are remarkablfe for their civil ^haviour. 
The Aiaidij who live in the Mountains Sout^-Eaft of 
Suez^ deferves no CommendaGon ; the Soualk are, 
worfe, and the JVecelcadifaid af6 the #orft of 

• Gen. xrii 12. 



ill Th6fe who live about Mount Simij and arc 
chiefly maintained by the Convent, arc but indifferent 
&)it of People ; the beft arc thofe call'd Elecat. 

There are but four or five Villages, of which TVr 
is one, throughout all this Country; the other Namctf 
<)f Places being given to Mountains, Vales, Springs^ 
and Winter-Torrents/ So that the Arahs live in Tents^ 
Continuing in one Place as long as they have Water^ 
and Shrubs for their Camels to feed upon, and wheii 
they are fpent removing to another. All their Richet 
Confift in Camels, a few Goats, and fomedmes Sheep | 
but their common Food is Goat's- Milk and Dates, 
their Com being fetched from Cairo. They are di- 
vided into different Nations or Clans, each under its 
great Sheck, and every Encampment under one of in- 
ferior Authority. The feveral Tribes arc united to- 
gether in a Sort of League, and are very honeft a- 
mong themfelves with regard to Projfcrty. It is,beft 
^r a Traveller to be liberal to them, and give them 
Something taeat; for they feldom do him any Injury. 
Nor arc they themfelves churlifh in this Refpc6t, bixi 
will invite others to eat with them as they pals by 
their Encampments, and are always pleafed to fee 
Strangers conform willingly to their Cuftoms. If they 
kill a Sheep, they eat it all at once, chough perhaps 
they have nothing but Bread to live upon die Day af^ 
ter. They are great Lovers of Venifon, but CamelV 
Flelh they reckon one of their choiceft Dainties. 

When the Tribes are not at War with each other^ 
tior at Variance with the Monks of Mount Sinaiy one 
may travel in Arabia with tolerable Safety, efpecially 
tinder the Proteftion of a Sheck belonging to any of 
the Clans who are in Alliance. But the Arabs about 
Accababy the ancient Elana^ which lies on the North 
of the Elanitic Gulph, are moft notorious Robbers, bc^ 
ing at Enmity with all the reft of their Countrymen* 
Thefe are callM Allauniy and infeft the Road which 
the Caravan cakes from Cairo to Mecca. 

_ Whetheh 
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Whether the Arabs are naturally indin'd to that 
roving Life for which they have always been remark- 
able, or 'Whether it is owing to the Nature of their 
Country, the Barrennefe bf it and the Scarcity of Wa- 
ter putting them ttadei: a Neceffity of making fre^ 

auent Removals, is not material to determine; but as 
bey have lived in this Manner for fo nuhy Agps, it 
\s undoubtedly as agreeable to them, as a more fettled 
life is to the reft of Mankind. They are of it mid- 
dle Stature, thin, and of a fwarthy Complexion, and 
black Hair and black Eyes are common to them with 
other People in the fame Climate. Their Voices arc 
rather efieminate than ftrong, but they are brave Peo- 
ple, expert at the Scymitar and Launce, and, fince 
they have been acouainted virith Fire-Armsi are be- 
come pretty good Mirkfmen. The Habit of thefe 
Jrabs is a Kind of long blue Shirt, tied about them 
with a white Safh or Girdle. Some of them have 
Drawers, and a Veft of Furrs or Sheep-fkins, putting 
the rough Side towards their Shirts tp keep them 
warm, and tiitning it the contrary way whctt they 
would be cooler. They Wear Slippers, but no Stock- 
ings; and have a Cap or Turbant on their Heads. 
Their Women are iery ill cloaihed; and cover their 
Faces in fuch a Manner that nothing can be feen but 
tfieir Eyes, Holes being left In tHe Covering for that 
purpofe. 

The great Shecks adhiinifter Juftice in their re- 
Ipeftive Tribes, and have Power to punilh with Fine 
or Death, as the Crime defertes; and when they have 
inteftine Wars, the Shecks are their Generals. The 
Dignity is hereditary, defcending from Father to Son; 
bpt if the Sheck of a Family die without male Iffuci 
all xht Family aflfemble, and make choice of one whom 
they think the moft deferving, requefting the treat 
Sheck lo approve of their Eleftion. If a great Shedc 
die without a Son, a Succeflbr is elefted by thcwhdfc 
Tribe. The Turk^ Balhaifw give the great Shedcs 
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4n Allowance to keep their Tribes in Peace, and moft 
of the Caravans pay them certain Duties, that they 
may pais without Mole(lation. 

The Arabs have conftantly their Spies abroad, td 
obferve if the T^urks have any Defign againft thern^ 
that they may either defend themfelves, or fly, as they 
fee moft convenient. If they chufe to retire^ no Ar- 
my can purfue them without Danger of being ruin*d 
for want of Provifions, or overwhelmed with Drifts 
of Sand, befides being miferably harrafsM by their 
flying Parties amongft the Mountains and nattow 
Paflcs of the Country. As to their Religion* it may 
reafonably be prefumed that many of thefc roving 
People know httle or nothing of the Matter, but in 
general they profefs themfelves Followers of Mab§^ 
het. 

The tUd Sea^ which walhes the Country we are 
treating of, is more properly term*d the Arabian Gulf. 
The Hebrews callM it Yam 5/^, or the Wetdf Se'a^ 
.probably from the Variety of Alg^c and Fuci that grow 
within it, and are left in great Quantities upon the 
Shore at Low- Water, By the ancient Inhabitants of 
the adjacent Countries it was calfd the Sea of Ed<m^ 
which Word fignifying Red^ and being miftaken for 
an Appellative, from thencd it was namM the Ery- 
Jbrean or Red Sea. Others, however, <&rive the Name 
from a certain King of the Eaft^ in or near Perfia^ 
callM Erytbras^ who they (ay invented the Veffels 
wherein this Sea was 6rft navigated* and who was 
buried in one of ii§ Iflands. Some again appi-ehend 
that the Rednefs of its Sands or Waters, or the Coral 
that is found at (he Bottom of it, were the Ocoafion 
of its Name, whilft others attribute it to the ruddy 
Colour of the neighbouring Mountains^ There aW 
indeed fome red Hills near it; but as to its Sands or 
Waters, they are like thofe of other Seas, fo faf as 
we had an Opportunity of obferving. But wavkig 
the doubtful Etymology of its Name, it is certain that 
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the Erythrean or Red Sea of the Andents compre- 
hended not only the narrow Channel we now call fo, 
txit likewife the Person Gulph, and all that Sea which 
KeS' between jifrica and uie Eaft-ltuiies^ generally 
tcrm'd the Indian Ocean. 

A VERY great Trade was carried on through the 
Red Sea^ as has been obferv'd already, before the Dif- 
covery of the Way to the Eaft-Indies by the Cape of 
Good Hope. Even fo early as the Time of Solomonj 
this Commerce became famous; for that Prince having, 
by the Afliftance of the Syrian Mariners and Ship- 
builders fent him by his good Friend King Hiram^ 
fitted out a Fleet at Ezion-gebify a Port on the Red 
Sea^ they traded from thence to Ophir and Tl)arjhijb^ 
returning once in three Years, and bringing home 
^ith them an immenfe Quantity of Gold and Silver, 
befides fcveral Kinds of precious Stones, Spices, ]fi- 
bony, Ivory, Peacocks, Monkeys, and other Rarities*. 
The very firft Voyage they made, they brought back 
four hundred and fifty Talents of Gold, exclufivc of 
Silver and all other valuable Commodities; which a- 
lone amounts to near two Millions and a half of our 
Money, reckoning the Talent of Gold equivalent to 
five thouiand four hundred and twenty-five Pounds 
Sterling. As it was by this Means chiefly that Solo- 
mm came to fitrpafs all the Kings of the Earib for 
Riches f J it m^ be worth while to enquire a little in- 
to the Situation of the Places, to which this advan- 
tageous Commerce was carried on, though I fliall not 
dwell long upon a Subjed that is dogg'd with fo much 
Uncertainty. t 

OPHIR has been fought for almoft in every Part 
of the World, and yet remains \Terra incognita i 
though one would hardly believe the Difcqvery to be 
fo difikiilt, confidering the various Indices by which 



• I Kings ix. 26 — 2i. f lASri^/X. 23. 
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the Scriptures fcem to point it out, fuch as thefe that 
follow. In the firft Place, by comparing feveril Paf- 
fages together, it appears, that the fame Fleet went 
both to Opbir and ^arjhijhy and fet out froiti Ezion- 
geber^ a SeajJort near Elotb^ in the Land of Edom; • 
upon the Red Sea, The Voyage took them up three. 
Years, and the Cargo thejr brought home cqnfiftcd of 
Gold and Silver, precious Stones, Spices, Ivory, Al- 
mug- Wood j Apes, and I^eacocks. tt is fartb?r ob^ 
fervid, that Opbir not only aflforded the greateft Quan-| 
tity of Gold, bUt fuch as exceeded that of all ochef 
Countries in Fincnefs and Value. Mofes alfo fpeaki 
of Opbir the Son of Joktan^ from wholm we niay fup- 
pofe the Country we ire in fearchof took its Name^ 
who dwelt with his Brethren from Mejha toward Se^ 
phar^ a Mountain, of the Eaft*. Add to this, that* 
according to Eupdlemus^ an ancient Author quoted by 
Eufebius^ Urpbe or Opbir^ from whence this fine Gold 
was brought, was an Ifland in the Red Sed^ iakfng 
that Name in its extenfiVe Senfe, as underftood by the 
Ancients. Laftly, Jofepbus fays, that Opbir was id 
India^ or Was firice called Indla^ or the Land of Goldi 
which may probably mean the /^urea CberfoneftiSy no^ 
taird the Penihfula df Maldcca^ ovcr-againft Sumdtrd: 
All thefe Hints one would imagine fufficient to have 
direfted us, if not to the very Spot of Ground^' ac 
leaft to the Region from whence SolhmoH drew fuch 
immenfe Riches ; and yet of all the learned Author* 
who have employ'd their I^ens upon this Subjeft, fcarce 
any two are agreed in their Opinions. 

However; we (hall not much \*x)ttder at this DiA 
agreement, if we confider^' that feveral of the Marki 
dr Direftions above emimerated afe fd obfcurc and un- 
tertain, that they are of little or no Service in the^ 
prefent Enquiry. Nay, even the moft natural Expe^' 
dient, as it feecns to be> of findling out Opbir and 

* Ci». x; 29, joi J. 

Ata Thari 



372 ^e 'Pravels of [Egypt. 

^barjhijb by the Commodities which Solomon^ Fleet 
is faid to have brought from thofe Places, is very in- 
iufficient for that Purpofe; it being no eafy Matter to 
aflign the diftinft Species of fome of the Merchan- 
difes which the Scripture mentions. The Almug-Trety 
for inftance, has puzzled moft Interpreters ; nor arc 
they as yet agreed what is meant by it, whether Coral, 
Ebony, Brazil, Pine, or Citron-Wclod •, nay, fome will 
^lavc it to be no particular Tree at all, but only a ge- 
neral Name for any Wood whatever that is excellent 
in its Kind: How then (hould Commodities of fuch 
an indefinite Signification aflift us in difcovering the 
Situation of any Country ? Neither docs Mofes give 
us any Light in this Uncertainty, when he tells us 
that Opbir and the other Sons of Joktan inhabited the 
•Country from Mejha to Sepbar^ a Mountain in tbe Eafi\ 
for we know no more where Mtjha and Sephar are to 
be placed, than we do the Situation of Opbir and 
tb^jhijh. 

Amongst the various Conjeftures of learned Men 
upon this Subjeft, I (hall juft mention fome which 
fcem to be entirely groundlefs, and then proceed to 
others that carry with them a greater Degree of Pro- 
bability. Thofe who have fought for Opbir in Ame- 
rica appear to me to have erred widely from the Point, 
it being inconceivable how they could fteer thither 
and back again fo early as the Days of Solomon^ when 
they were deftitute of Charts and Conipafs, were very 
imperfedt in their Geography and Aftronomy, and 
knew nothing of Navigation but bare Coafting. O- 
thcrs, who have gone no farther for Opbir tlun the 
Coafts of Africa^ feem likewife to be much miftaken ; 
for though it be probable that feveral Parts of Africa 
jpight abound with Gold, Spices, Ivory, (^c. or, ac- 
cording to fome, that the Indians might bring them 
thither, yet the fartheft Coaft of it was not diftant c- 
nough from Eziongetsr to have taken up fo much 
Time as three Years^ thoiigh we fliould allow that 
' ;: " they 
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they went to different Ports for diflFerent Parts of their 
Cargo. 

A LATE learned Author, I mean Father Calmet^ 
has advanced a quite fingular Hypothefis. He ima- 
gines he has found out Ofhir in Media or Armenia^ 
about the Sources of the Tigris and Euphrates \ and 
to obviate the Objedion of the Country's not bor- 
dering on the Sea, and not being at Diftance enough 
for a three Year's Voyage, he fuppofes (like thofe who 
place Opbir in Africa) that SolomtnC^ Fleet did not 
fetch all its Lading from any one Port, but on the 
Coaft of Ethiopia took in Apes, Ebony, and Parrots; 
in Arabia^ Ivory and Spices; and Gold at Ophir^ or 
the Place to which the People of Ophir reforted to 
carry on their Traffick, their Merchandife being 
brought, as he conjcftures, partly by Land- Carriage, 
and pardy by means of the above- mentionM Rivers. 
But, with Submiflion to this great Man, all that he 
has faid does not fufEciently account for the long Ab* 
fence of SolomofC^ Fleet, even fuppofmg the three 
Years in the Text to mean no more than three Sum- 
mers and two Winters, or thirty Months. Befides, 
one would think a nearer Way might have been found 
to have carried on a Commerce between Armenia and 
Judaa^ than by failing all round ^rahia into the Per- 
Jian Gulph, and there receiving the Commodities 
brought down by die Tigris or Euphrates. 

We may juft take notice of an Error into which 
Huetius has fallen in his Differtation on this Subjcd, 
namely, his making a Canal of Communication be- 
tween the Red Sea and the Mediterranean to have been 
open'd in the Time 0i David: But this has been fully 
confuted by fcveral learnftl Authors. Equally erro- 
neous is the Notion of thofe who place Eziongeber 
on the Mediterranean^ which cannot be admitted with- 
out doing manifeft Violence to the lacred Text^ be- 
cau||there is not one fi9gle Inftance in Saipcure of 
Tarn Suph fignifying any cchgr than the Red Sea^ ou 
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the Coaft whereof Ehth or Elath is lilccwife alway 
placed, near which ET^on-geber is faid to have been 
fituated*. 

Those who have made their Conjeftures about th(i 
Situation of Opbir with more Probability, are fuch as 
follow Jofephus in placing it in fome Part of the Z/j^ 
Indies. The learned Bocbarl contends hard for the 
Ide of Geylw^ the ancient TaprobanCy which lies in the 
Kingdom of Miilabar\ becaufe this Place (he tells us) 
abounds with Gold, precious Stones, and Ivory. O- 
thers plead for the Kingdom of 5/tfwr, or that of Pegit^ 
whofe Inhabitants (they lay) pretend to be defcendecf 
from the Jews fent thither by Solomon to work in thcf 
Gold-Mincs of that Countiy. There are others who 
place Opbir in fome of the neighbouring Iflahds or 
Kingdoms beyond the Ganges^ according as they think 
their Produftions anfwerable to thofe which are fpe^ 
cified in facred Hiftory : But it feems unneccflury to 
look for a Country that produces all the diflFerent Kinds 
of Merchandife which Solomon's Fleet brought to E- 
zion-gebetj fincc they had Time enough to fetch fome 
from one Place and fome from another, or the various 
Commbdities might be brought by the Merchants 
from fcveral Parts of India to fome common Empo^ 
rium. 

BsAtr Prideaux obferves, that it was the Voyaget 
to ^harjhijh which took up three Years going and 
coming; from whence he conje6hircs, that Opbir might 
be much nearer Judaa^ and the Voyage have bt-cn 
performed in lefs Time, if they had not been obliged 
. to go to the former for fome Commodities which the 
latter did not afford ; and, confeqdently, that any Place 
in the great Indian Sea, at l9ie Diftance of a then three 
Years Voyage from Ehtb^ox Ezion-geber^ which can 
beft fumifti us with Gold, Silver, Ivory, Apes, and 
Peacocks, may probably be the Jl)arjbijh\ and any 
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other, though much nearer, where we can find abun* 
dance of Gold, AlmugrTrees, and precious Stones, 
may be the Ophir of the holy Scriptures. So that if 
the Southern Part of Arabia prodfuced the beft Gold 
and in the greateft Quanuties, as. the Dean tells us is 
attefted by go(xl Audiors*, then that might be the 
Land of Opbir^ the chief Source of Solomotf^ Riches. 

: To this Hypothefis there feems to be one Obieftion ; 
for though it be granted that Tbarjbtfb and Ophir 
might be diftinft Places, and at a cbnfiderable DIftance 
from each other, yet if the latter had been fo nigh to 
Judaa as South Arabia^ and .had yielded fuch Plenty 
of the fined Gold, Alniug-Trees, and precious Stones, 
it is fcarce credible that they would have gone fo much 
farther for a coarfer Sort of Gold, much lefs for iiich 
inferior Trifles as Silver, Ivory, Monkeys, and Pea- 
cocks. It is more likely that they went &rtheft for 
the fined: Gold, precious Stones, and Things of the 
greateft Value. 

Upon the whole, though it is hard to determine 
which of the various Opinions concerning the Point 
in queftion approaches neareft to the Truth, yet the 
moft probable ConjeAure ^and beyond that it is im- 
poflible to go in this Matter) appears to be, that Ophir 
was in fome of thofe rich Countries of India beyond 
the Ganges J or perhaps as hr as China or Japan% which 
laft ftill abounds with the fiheft Gold, and with fevc- 
ral other Cbmmodides brought home by Solomor!% 



* The Dean quotes one of 
thele Authors, namely Jgatbar* 
€idiu who (ays, that the M- 
ktms and Caffandrins in the Sou- 
th^ Parts of Arabia hafl Gold 
in that Plenty amoncft them, 
tlmt they would give double the 
Weight of it for Iron, three 
Times its Weight for Brafs, and 
ttn Times its Weight for Silver ; 
1^ that in digging th^ £vth 



they foond it in pure Lumps 
which needed no refining^ the 
leaft whereof were as big as 
Olive-Stones, and olhen much 
larger. And upon this Dr. Prir 
deaux obferves, that no Author 
fpeaks of any other Place in the 
World, where Gold was ever 
found in the like Plenty. Con- 
maion, &c. VaJ.1. p. 14. 
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Fleet, as Silver, precious Stones, Ebony, and othef 
valuable Sorts of Wood; befidcs Spices, Peacocks, 
Parrots, Apes, and fuch-like Curiofities; and to all 
this we may add, that its Diftance beft anfwers to the 
k)ng Time that was fpent in the Voyage. 

Thb Hiftory of the Trade to Opbir is not fo un^ 
certain as the Situation of the Country. King David 
was the firft who began it; for having made a Con- 
queft of Idumaaj whereby he beqame Mafter of Elab 
^nd Ezion-geber^ two Port-Towns upon the Rea Sea^ 
^nd feeipg how advantagioufly thofe Places wcire fi- 
tuated for Commerce, he there wifely fet on foot a 
very profitable Trade to Opbir^ from Ts^ence he pro- 
bably drew thbfe three thoufand Talents of Gold, 
whicl^ \ye read that he gave to the Houfe of God*. 

Ai?TEi^ the Peath otDavid^ Solomon continued and 
very much i^npxoyed this Trade, going himfelf in 
Pcifpn to Ela^ 4nd Ezion-geber^ where he ordered 
more Ships to be built, the Harbours to be repair'd 
and fprtified, and fettled every thing th^t he thought 
might tend to the eflcftual carrying on of a Traffick, 
not only to Opbir ^ but ^\\ other Parts, to which the 
Sea^ v(\\x;fton thcfe Ports Jay,, open'd him a Paflage. . 
His chief Care was to. fill thefc Towns with fuch In- 
habitants s& wef-e bed quahfied to (e^^c him in thi& 
Defign, and accordingly brought thither as many Sea- 
faripg Mc*n aa he coyld get from the Co^ of Pa- 
kjiiney bcfides great Numbers of ^yrians^ with which i 
he was furnifh*d by King Hiram. In ftiort, by his 
^v\^c Managepient- and Applic^ion, he foon drew wy 
thefc two Ports, and from thencie to Jerufalem^ all the • 
Trade of Africa^ Ptrjia^ hdiayZtxA Arabia. 

Whew the Kingdom was divided, thc Kings of 
Judab^ who kept PoflelTio^ of Idum^a^ continued ta 
carry on the Trade to Gphir^ chiefly from Eziongeber^ 
X\\\ the; Tirpe oi Jebojhaphat-^ who having fitted out a^ 
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Fleet in conjundion with Ahaziah King of Ifrael^ it 
was unfortunately loft upon a Ridge of Rocks at the • 
very Mouth of the Harbour*; which gave fiim fuch 
a Diflike to the Place, that from thenceforward he 
ftation'd his Ships at Elatb. 

In the wicked Reign of Jthoram^ who lucceeded 
his Father Jebojhapbat^ the Idunueans revolted, ex- 
pell'd his Viceroy, and chofe a King of their own, . 
under whofe Conduit they recover*d their ancient Li- 
berty, and with that the Ports of Elatb and Ezion- 
giber. . The Trade of thefc Places, however, was in- 
terrupted till the Time of Uzziab King of Judab^ 
who having re-taken Elatb in the Beginning of his 
Rei^, fortified it a-new, peopled it with his own 
Subjeds, and rcftored the old Traffick to Opbir^ which 
flouriih'd till the Reign of Abaz. 

When that Prince fat on the Throne, Rjeztn King 
of Damafcus^ affifted bv Pekab King of Ifrael^ took 
Elatb by Surprize, and having driven out the Jews 
that were fettled there, put Syrians^ in their Placef, 
purpofmg to carry on the Trade to Opbir^ from whence 
he was fcnfible the Kings of Judab had reaped very 
great Advantages : But the next Year Tiglatb-Pilefery, 
King of AJfyria^ having invaded Dama/cus and con- - 
quer'd Rezin^ took Poffeffion of Elatby and referved 
the Property of the Trade to himfelf : So that the ^ 
Jews never afterwards enjoy*d any Share of it, which * 
proved a great Diminution of their Wealth, and con-' ' 
fequently of their Power. 

In what Manner the ylffyrians managed this Traffick „ 
or where they fix'd their principal Mart for it, while 
they had it in their Hands, we are no where acquainted. 
Be that as it will, in Procefs of Time we find it wholly 
cngroffed by the TyrianSy who carrying it on from the 
lame Port of Elatb^ by the way of Rbinocorura^ ^ 

• I Kivgs xxli. 48. 2 Cbr9n. -j- 2 Kings x^u 6, 
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Town on the Confines of EgypS and Paiefiine^ made 
it all centre at "Tyre^ and from thence fUrnifli'd the 
Weftcrn Parts' of the World with the Commcklities 
of Perfta^ India^ Africa^ zn^ Arabia \ and this fblong 
^ the Perjian Empire fubfifled, by whofe Princes they 
were favoured ;and protected. But when the Ptolemies 
prevaird in EgyPS^ they built fp^dnd Ports on the £- 
gyplian or Weftern Side of the Red Sea^ (for Elalb 
wd Ezion-geher lay on the Eaftem) and, by fending 
FJeets from thence to all thefe Countries to which the 
Syrians traded, they foon tprn'd the Channel of this 
Cqmmerce into their own Kingdom, flxingdic chief 
^brt of it at Alexandria, In this State it continued 
for many Ages, till a Way was difcover'd, about two 
hundred and fifty Year? ago, of failing to the Indies 
by the Cape of Good Hope\ after which the Trkde to 
thofe Parts was for fome time aianaged chiefly by the 
Porluguefey but at prefent die En^lijh and Dutch enjoy 
far the greatcft Share of the ^ftern Commerce, in 
which that of Opbir (though now unknown) is pro- 
bably included. 

Before I leave the Red Sea^ I cannot but lay fome- 
thing of the miraculous Paffage of the Ifraelites through 
it^ and the total Overthrow of Pharaoh and his Army, 
it: being one of the moft memorable Events that either 
facred or profane Hiftory hath recorded. In what par? 
ticular Part of the Sea this Paflage was opcn*d for the 
Children of Ifrael^ is not very eafy to determine; b^t 
thofe feem to have the moft Probability on their Side, 
who place it a few Leagues to the South of Sutz^ 
where we find a long narrow Valley between two rug- 
ged Chains of Mountains, which the Arabs to this 
Day call the Road of the Ifraelites. In fuch a Situati- 
on Pharaoh might well fay of them, ^hey are entangled 
in the Land^ the fVildernefi hath Jbut them f^y*; and 
when the Egyptians overtook them encamping before 

• Exodus XIV. 3; - 
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Bad-zephsftj at the Eaftem Extremity oF this Vallcyy; 
fiear the Sea, what could the Ifraelites expc6l but in- 
evitable Deftruftion, haVing impaffable Mountains oh; 
the Right and Left, the Sea before them, and PBaravb 
cutting off all Retreat behind them with his Chariots^ 
and Horfemcn ? That this is the Platre where the If^ 
raelites were compleatly dcliver'd from their Slavery 
and even from the Fear of their Enemies, feems con-^ 
firm'd, not only by a Tradition among the Arabs t& 
fliat purpbfe, but by the Name of the moft Eaftem' 
iPart of the Mountain next the Sea, which to this Dif 
is caird the Mountain of Deliverance. ^ - 

Some have fix'd the Paflage of the Ifraelites zi^oti 
ind others at Corondel^ but neither of thefe Conjeflnresf 
is well fijpported. All the way from Corandel to ?V 
the Channel is about twelve Leagues broad, which 
feems too great a Space for the ^raelites to traverfcf 
in one Night, without adding connderably to the Mi- 
racle : And befides, the Shore, which is low and fandy 
till we come to Corandel^ begins from thence to bic 
rocky and mountainous, whilft the oppofite Coaft of 
Egypt is ftill more inacceflible, efpecially to Chariots^ 
of which great Part of Pbaraob^s Army confifted. 
From the Valley above-mention'd, to the Arabian 
Shore, the Sea is about ten Miles over, which Part 
of the Country is call'd the Defert of Sdur^ the fartie' 
with the Shur of the Scriptures*, wher^ the Ifraelites 
are laid to have landed ; whereas had they crofs'd over 
at Corondel, they would have come into the Defert of 
Marab., But after all, it muft be granted that we can 
arrive at no Certainty in this Affair. 

I PROCEED therefore to make a (hort Enquiry intd 
the moft material Point relating to this Event, name- 
ly, whether it was miraculous or not ; that is, whether 
the Sea Was really divided by a fupematural Power, or 
whether Mofes and the Ifraelites did only coaft fomc 
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Part of It, or, at moft, crofs a fmall Nook at Low- 
Water, timing it ib well, that Pharaoh and his Hoft* 
endeavouring to do the like, pcrifti'd in the Attempt, 
This is fo far from being a new Queftion, that jtrta- 
phanesy an ancient Writer quoted by EufebiuSy aflures 
us that both thefc Opinions were held by the kgypiian 
Priefts i the former by thofe of HeliopoliSy and the 
latter by thofe of Memphis. The iaft of thefc has 
alfo been foUowM by many eminent Men, both Jews 
and ChriftianSy who, without denying the main Part 
of the Tranfaftion to be miraculous, have fallen into 
tbaJNTotion of the Ifraelites not paffing through the 
Se^*but only coafting it along, and making as it were 
a Semicircle round the Shore at low Ebb, or eroding 
fome narrow Point of it when the Water was retired. 
This Opinion cannot be maintained without a mani- 
feft Deviation from the exprefs Words of Mofes^ and 
fcveral other Paffages in holy Writ where the Event 
is mentioned ; from Reafon and Experience, founded 
upon the Knowledge we have of the Ebbing and Flow- 
ing of the Red Sea,, from the known Charafter of 
Mofes as an Hiftorian; and, laftly, from a very great 
Majority of Authors of all Ages and Religions, who 
have aflerted and proved the contrary. 

In the iirft place, nothing is plainer than that the 
whole Tenor of Mofes^^ Account is diredly oppoOte 
to fuch a Notion; for he tells us, that upon hisftretcb^ 
ing out bis Rod by God's Command over the Water s^ a 
mighty Wind arofe and divided them\ that theyfiood up 
m HeapSy and were as a Wall on the Right and on the 
Left\ that the Bottom of the Sea was dried up^ and 
that the Ifraelites marcVd through it as on dry Land\^ 
with other Expreffions of the like Nauire. The Royal 
Pfalmift (peaks of Go^s dividing the Red Sea into 
PartSy and making Ifrael pafs through the midfi of /Vf j 
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and the Prophet Ifaiah fays, that God led them by the 
right Hand of MofeSy dividing the Waters before them^ 
to make himfelf an everlafting Name\ and that be led 
them through the Deep as an Horfe in the WildemefsX* 
To thefe might be added manv more Expreflions of 
the fame Kind; and is it not highly unreafonable to 
imagine, that fuch Language as this was defign'd to 
reprefent a Tranfaftion wherein there was nothing 
wonderful, or contrary to the ufual Courfe of Nature? 
In a word, the Scriptures defcribe this Paflage of the 
Ifraelitesy with all its Circumftances, as altogether mi- 
raculous -, and we muft either rejeft their Authority, 
or allow that fomcthing more is meant in the Texts 
above cited than a bare Coafting along fome Part of 
the Red Sea^ or crofling a narrrow Corner, left diy by 
the Ebbing of the Waters. 

We may juftly wonder at Jofephus*B compzring the 
Paflage ot the Ifraelites through the Red Sea with 
Alexander's Coafting along the Sea of Pamphylia in 
his Expedition againft the Perjians^ between which 
there is io manifcft a Difparity. According to Arrian^ 
and others, Alexander was to march from Phafelis^ a 
Sea-port, to Perga^ an Inland City of Pamphylia \ and, 
the Country near Phafelis being mountainous and- 
rocky, he could not well find a PafTage for his Army, 
without taking a great Compafs round the Mountains, 
or venturihg to go over the Strand, between the Rocks 
and the Sea. It was impoffible to do this, as the Hi- 
ftorian remarks, except under favour of a North Wind ; 
and therefore Alexander^ when he was at Phafelis^ ob-* 
ferving the Wind to blow from that Quarter, laid 
hold of the Opportunity, and march'd himfelf with 
Part of his Army along the Shore, having fcnt the. 
reft over the Mountains*, Now what is there mira- 

t I/alah hdii, 12, 13. *' are Streights tp>vards the Sea» 

* Stra^o relates the Matter ** through which Alexander 

Aui-: —** About P^tf/iAV there " paffcd his Army. There b 
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culous in all this, or that can be complared with the 
Paflage of the Ifraelites^ who croft'd a Sea where n6 
Hiftorian makes mention of any Perfons that ever 
found a Way before or fince? Whereas /Hexander only 
march'd upon the Shore of the Sea of Pdm^Ua^ 
where the fcveral Hiftorians, who mod magnify the 
Divine Providence in protefting himj do freely allow 
that any one may walk when the Tide retreats^ and 
the fame Wind blows that favoiir'd that Momlrch. 

Our next Bufinefs is to (hew, that the Notion of 
Mofes's leading the Ifraelites along the Sea-Shore, or 
crofs fome narrow Point, is contrary to Reafon and 
Experience; We rfeadily grants indeed, that the Rd 
Sea ebbs and (lows like other Seas which have a Com* 
munication with the Ocean ; but then we are toU by 
thofe who have made the exafteft Obfervations, that 
the greateft Diftance to which it falls from the Place 
of High- Water is not above three hundred Yards; 
and that thefe three hundred Yards, which the Sea 
leaves uncovered during the Time of Low- Watery 



*' alTo a Mountain caIlMC7/mi>Ar^ 
'' which lies to the PamphyUan 
** Sea, leaving a narrow Paf- 
" (age on the Shore, which is 
•f quite bare in good Weather^ 
** but when the Waves arife, it 
•* is for the moft Part cohered. 
** ^ow the Road by the Moun- 
" tain is round about, and dif- 
•* ficult ; and therefore, in calm 
•^ Weather, they go by the 
'* Shore: ^xit Alixemder ^xson^ 
•* thither in ftonny Weather, 
•* and trufHng to his Fortune 
** would go over before the 
Waves Were abated ; w^ich 
made the Soldiers go all Day 
" up to the Middle in Water." 
The Account given us by Plu* 
iarcb is much to the fame Pur- 
pofe. ^' The March through 
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*' Pamthiia ((ays be) hatbeeii 
** the Subjed to many Hiftori- 
<< ans of mighty Wonder and 
'' Declamation, as if the 'Set, 
«< by Order of tbe Gpds, gm 
'' Pkce to Akxaadir^ boog 
" abnoft always rough thm» 
'^ and very rarely opening t 
** fino'Gfth Pai!age under jthoTe 
** broken Roclcs. But AiexmH 
^ /^himfelffpeaksof no Mi- 
'* rade, but only fays that bo 
'' pafs'd by CH/inix as he cam^ 
•^ from Phafelur Jofiftm 
therefore is much in the wrpnj^' 
when he talks of the PamfiyUmi 
Sea's dividing for the Paffiige of 
the Mac§d9mtm Army ; the ¥9& 
being quite otherwiib, as ap- 
pears frt)m the ^ve-nifintiim*dt 
Hiftorians. 
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cuinot continue (b above half an Hour at mod, be- 
caufe then the Sea begins to flow in again towards the 
^3h0re, from whence it had gradually retreated for fix 
Hours before : So that, upon a moderate Computation, 
the greatefl: Extent of Time and paffable Ground that 
can be allow'd the Ifraelites for their March upon the 
Coa&, is about two hundred Yards during fix Hours, 
and a hundred and fifty during eight. Now it i$ 
clain, that a Multitude confifting of upwards of two 
Millions of Men, Women, and Children, encumbered 
likcwife with great Quantities of Cattle and Houftiold- 
^fF, could never be able to perform fuch a March 
within fo fliort a Time, or even double that Space, 
though we fhould allow them alfo double the Breadth 
of Ground for that purpofe. This Argument will be 
qf equal Weight againft thofe who think that the If- 
raelites only coafted along fome Part of the Sea, and 
thofe who m^ntain that they crofs'd a fmall Arm or 
Point of it; feeing that, in either of thefe Cafes, fix 
or eight Hours could not have been fufficient for the 
Paflage of fb vaft a Multitude. 

The Advocates for either of the laft-mention'd 
Hypothefis would perfuade us, that M$fes had made 
fuch juft Obfcrvations upon the Flux and Reflux of the 
Sea, that he conduced the Ifraelites with Safety along 
the Strand at the Time of Ebb -, whilft Pharaoh and 
his Army, attempting to do the fame, were over- 
whelmed by the hidden flowing in of the Tide, which 
happened fooner than they had miftakenly computed. 
But how unreafonable is it to fuppofe that Mofes was 
the only Perfon who underftood the Courfe of the 
Tide, and that m all the great Army of Pharaoh 
there was not one Man of equal Knowledge! The £- 
gyptians were at that Time tamous for their Obferva- 
Oons of the celeftial Bodies, and therefore it is utterly 
improbable that diey ftiould be ignorant of the Eb* 
ting arid Flowing of the Sea, even in their own Coun- 
try, on. their qyrn Coafts, and in their own trading 
Fons aind Havens. Soms 
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V SoMjfe perhaps may wonder, that the Egyptian^^ 
wh^n theyifaw luch a miraculous Paffage open'd for 
the Ifraelitesy (hould venture to purfiie them ; but thet 
Reafon of this feems to be intimated by the facred 
Hiftorian, when he tells us, that the Angel of Goi^ 
which went before the Camp of IfraeU remwed and went 
behind them \ and the Pillar of the Cloud came between 
the Camp of the Egyptians and the Camp of IfraeU oni 
was a Cloud and Darknefs to the one^ but gave Light 
by Night to the other*: So that probably, when the 
Egyptians followed the IJraelites into the midft of the 
Soi, the-y knew not where they were, till it was too 
late to retreat. They imagined, perhap, that they 
were ftill upon the Shore, from whence the Water had 
retired ; the Darknefs of the Night, and the preter- 
natural Darknefs of the Cloud, not fufFcring them to 
fee the Mountains of Water, till the Lord looked upon 
them through the Pillar of Fire^ i. e. tum'd the bright 
Side of the Cloud towards them, and thereby made 
them fenfible of their Danger; at which Time, had 
it been in their Power, they would have fled from the 
Face of Jfraelf. 

In the next Place, to fuppofe there was nothing 
miraculous in the Paffage ot the IJraelites through the 
Red Sea^ is a Notion repegnant to the known Cha- 
rafter of Mofes^ as a brave Hiftorian, and calls in 
queftion hot only his avow'd Modefty and Veracity, 
but even his Senfe, Conduft, and Experience. For 
it is evident, that Mofes reprefents the whole A(&ir as 
wonderfully carried on from the Beginning to the End 
by God himfelf, who knew what paisM in Egypt j and 
made his People unexpeftedly take a new Rout, whkh 
brought them into a Situation fo apparently dangerous. 
It was then, as he affures us, that God interpoied his 
miraculous Power on their behalf, and divided the Sea 
to make a free Paffage for them, and to overwhelm 

• Sx§dusxxr.ig, 20. f Ibid. vcr. 24, 25. 

theif 



Charles Thompson, Efq\ 385 

tiicir Enemies. And accordingly we find him making- 
dl Ifrael found the Praifes of God, as the folc Authof 
of their Deliverance, which he would hardly have done, 
had it been entirely owing to his own Policy, or his 
fiiperior Knowledge of natural Caufes. On the other 
hand, if Mofes did not aA in this Afl^ir by divine 
Direftion, what Idea muft we frame of hii Conduct 
and Experience, who could be guilty of fuch an Over«^ 
fight as to lead the IfratUtts into the Mouth of the 
extremeft Danger? And again, if their Deliverance 
from their Enemies at the Red Sea had nothing in \l 
beyond the ordinary Courfe of Nature, by what Arti* 
fice could Mofes poifibly perfuade above two Millions 
of Perfons that God had wrought a ftupendous Mi- 
racle in their favour, when they could not but know^ 
as well as he, that no fuch thing had been tranfaded? 
If he had once endeavoured to foift a Fable of this 
Nature upon fuch a contumacious and not over-credu* 
lous Set of People as the Ifraelites were, he would 
have made himfelf ridiculous, and expofed his Autho- 
rity to Contempt. 

Among thoie who acknowledge a divine Power to 
have interpofed in this memorable Tranladion, fome 
have endeavourM to i^c4^ ^^ Miracle into a very 
narrow Compafs; whilft S^rs, fetting no Bounds ta 
their 2>al, have added fond Conceits' of their own, 
and multiplied it in an unneceflary Manner. Of the 
former Sort are thofe who attribute the dividing of the 
Sea, and the (landing up of the Waves, to a vehennient 
cold Wind, which froze them as faft as it blew them 
up ; after which being thawed by a warmer one, they 
naturally returned to their former Station. This Opi^ 
nion feems to be chiefly grounded on a figurative Ex« 

Ereflion in the Song of Mofes^ which our Tranflator$ 
avc rendered, the Depths were congealed in the Heart 
$f the Sea'^\ and many of the Modems have efpoufed 

* Bjt9im XT. 8. 
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Ais Senriment. A Jewijh Rabbin has conjcdhir'd, 
that this Sea was not divided 2X all, but frozen hard, 
enough for the IfraeliPes to pais over it, though it 
thawM and fwailow'd up the Egypims, On the other 
hand, Origm endeavours to magnify this Miracle, faar' 
^ng Recourfe to an ancient Jtwijh Tradition ^ which 
^8, that God6pen'd twelve different Paffages through 
tfte Sea, accord ir^ to the Number of the Tribes of the 
Jfraeliles^ that each Tribe might, inarch ieparately ; and 
hi this he is fbllowM by fcveral ancient and modem 
Writers. This Tradition perhaps' took its Rife from 
the above-cited Expreflion of the Pfalmift, that God 
Mvidid the Red Sea into Parts ^^ but fuch ill-grounded 
ipancics fcarce deferve to be mentioned, much lefs thofe 
9f fome others, who imagine that God removed the 
RockS) rooted up the Plants that grew at the Bottons 
ef the Sea, levelled all uneven Places, and made as it 
were a hard beaten Road, in order to facilitate the 
Paffage of the Ifraelites. 

tr is now Time to leave this Subje6^v and think of 
returning from Mount Sinai to Egypt. Before our De^ 
parture the good Fathers invited us tb the great Churchy 
where a certain Form of Prayers was faid or chanted 
for our iafe Journey; afteutrhich we fupp'd whK the 
Superior in his ChambeflUJr whom, as uiual, we made 
a Prefeht in Money, and alio to the Convent in gene* 
fisil, receiving in Return fome natural Curiofities, the 
Produdions of the Red Sea or the neighbouring Moun^ 
dsuns. The Superior, and feveral of the Moqks, at* 
tended us to the Window, where we took lieave of 
them, were let down^ and began our Journey cowards 
Suez. 

WiTHTOuT mentioning tihe (everal Stages we made 
in this Journey, the Wells and Trees we met with, 
and fuch-like F^rdcuiars, it may fuffice to fsy, tint 
we did not return by. the Way of ToTj but took 9 
nearer and better Road through the Defart of Paran^ 
having the Red Sea at a great Diftance on our Left, 

.'till 
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till we came again into onr former Road at €ormMy 
Which we kept till our Arrival at Sutx. We (laid two 
or three Days in this Town, in order to^ take the Bc- 
tiefit of a Caravan which Way going^ from thence to 
Cairo \ it being much pleafantcr, as well as iafier^ (D 
travel with a laigc Company: We fo oat early in the 
Morning, and rcfted Icvehd Hours in«the Middle: erf 
the Day, after which we pafs'd by a Tree cdrct'd all 
over with Rags^ which the A&i^mf/^ Piij^riiaisdBxyw 
on it out of ibme Superftition ; this Plaee being the 
firft Stage of the Caravan for MeccOy afxjer they^leave 
their Encampment at the Lake near Cttro. Having 
traveled dll Two in the Morning, we took a icm 
Hours Repofe, and fet forward again about Sun^TUfe'; 
and thus purfuing our Joumef, mth finatl Intervalstsf 
Reft, we arriv'd at Qiiro thiiee Days after our Dbpam 
ture from S%ez^ exceflively iadgued and dHbrdek-'dl 

Being pretty well recovered fcom an IndiQ)ofition^ 
into whicft the Joumey^ to Mount Simi had Arown 
me, I had Thoughts of returning imnaediateljr to En^ 
landy but was perfuadcd by fome Friends at Gaira to 
mdce a longer Stay, till my Health w^ thoroughly 
fe-eftablllh'd; and to this^ I agried the more readilV, 
OS the Winter Months-jjKfe now approaching, tne 
moft pleafant and hcalthrar Sealbn of the Year in E- 
jgypt^ as has been obfcrv'd already; Durmg this Time 
I had Leiftire enough to make feme Additions to my 
former ObferVations on this Coimtry, which will bring 
our Travels to a Conclufion* 

As to the Government of E^jft^ it is in the Hands 
of a Baftiaw or Viceroy fent to Cairo from Conftantiy 
nopki who having in reality bot very little Power, his 
Bufinels feems chiefly to confift in communicating the 
Ordcr% of the Grand Signior to his Divan of Beysi 
and the feverat inferior Councife, and to fee that they 
are executed bf proper Officers. Thefe Oiders are 
generally luch as are agreeable to the People^ for thct 
Potte being fcnfihle oi* their military Strength, and 

B b 1 ^\^ 
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afi:aid of exafpcrating them to a Rebellion, fcldom at- 
tempts any Innovations that are contrary to their In- 
tercft or Inclination. In order for the Balhaw to exe- 
cute his Office properly, he muft keep up as good an 
Intereft as poflible with the Perfoils in Power, efpeci- 
ally with any one who happens to be in the greateft 
Credit vnth the People, and with the leading Men of 
the Military Bodies, to the end that he may be ap- 
prized of their Defigns. If he finds them prejudiaal 
to the PcriCf he endeavours to foment Divifions a- 
mong them, or, if that cannot be effcded, to make 
the beft Party he is able. It is the Bufmefs of the Ba- 
ihaw to think of the propercft Means to cut off thofc 
who are too afpiring, though fuch a Step will cert^n- 
ly end, in his own Removal, about which however he 
need not be very felicitous, as his Perfon is always 
held facred, and he is ufually advanced to a more pro- 
stable Employment. 

The Balhaw has a Sort of Deputy, who is a Bey 
by his Office for the Time being, and generally holds 
the Divan; his Mafter, like the Grand Signior, fitting 
behind a Lattice at the End of the Hall, and rarely 
aflifting himfelf, unlcls upon extraordinary Occafions. 
One of the great Officers who always attends the Ba- 
fhaw when he goes abroad is the Dragoman Aga^ who 
is not only an Interpreter, but particularly aAs as Ma- 
iler of the Ceremonies. He has alfo, as well as the 
Grand Signior, hb Chaoufes^ Bofiangis^ and other Of- 
ficers-, and a Guard of ^Tartarian Horfe, on whom he 
would chiefly depend in oUc of Danger, and in fend- 
ing his Difpatches. 

; If the Bafhaw farm the Country of the Grand Sig- 
nior, the Fines belong to him that are paid when any 
Life drops on the Lands*; for anciently all the Lands 
of Egypt belonged to the Grand Signior, and the Porte 
at this Time looks on them as her own: But the Tur- 
iijb Emperors having loft much of their Power in this 
Countiyi they now gojo the next Heir^ who muft: be 

invefted 
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invefted by the Bafliaw, and he is glad to compound 
for a fmall Sum with regard to the Value of the 
Lands. 

The better to underftand the Conftitution of Egyft^ 
we muft obferve, that it is divided into various Pro- 
vinces, govem'd either by Sangiacs^ call'd ^fo Beys^ 
or by Cajbifs. Thofe that are under the fornwr are 
caird Sangialics\ but where any are dependent on a 
Sangiac, and are govemM by a Cafhif, one that is not 
a Bey, they are nam'd Cajbifiics. Many of the Pix>- 
vinces of Upper Egypt are now fwallow'd up by the 
Arab Shecks, the Country on the Eaft Side of the NiU 
being moftly in their Poffeflion. Thefe petty Princes^ 
or Heads of Tribes, are fucceeded by their Sons; but 
they muft be confirmed by the Baftiaw, who on that 
account draws from them confiderable Sums of Money, 
cfpecially when the Children of the deceafed Sheck 
carry on Intrigues to fupplant one another. To keep 
thcfe Arabs in Awe, and to colleft the Tribute due 
from them, and from the Cajbifiics in Upper Egypt^ a 
Bey or Sangtac refides at Girge^ almoft in as much 
State as a Bafliaw, having his Officers, his Divan, and 
Detachments from the military Bodies for his Protedli- 
on. He ufually continues in his Government three 
Years, though he is annually nominated by the Divan 
at Cairo. 

The Emir Hadge^ or the Prince who conduits the 
Pilgrims to Mecca^ is elefted every Year at Conflanti" 
nople^ but generally continues two Years in his 0(fice, 
to nuke him amends for the great Expence he is at 
the firft Year for his Equipage : But according to his 
Capacity and Intcreft at the Forte he fometimes enjoys 
his Poft fix or fevcn Years, in which laft Cafe he has 
a Collar of Gold prefented to him by the Grand Sig- 
nior. The Perquifites of his Office, bcfides what is 
allow'd him by the forte^ are a Tenth of the EfFefts 
of all Pilgrims who die in the Journey. If this Of- 
ficer behaves himfelf well, he gains the general E- 
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fteem and Afibftion of die People^ and it is faid hi$ 
^erfon is accounted facred. 

The *Tefterdar^ or Lord High Treafurer of the Tri- 
Imte paid out of the Lands to the Grand Senior, is 
tommonly comimied in his Office for many Years, 
diough like^rfe annually nominated. This Pod is 
reckonM very honourable, thoi^h iit is femetimes gi- 
ven to one of the poorcft Beys, to lenablc him to ibp- 
port bis Dignity, and frequently to a ^y of a peace- 
?ible Difpofition, and not ^iven to Intrigues, 

In every great Village there is a Caimacam^ a Sort 
pf Governor under the Cafhif, and who perhaps has 
<en or a dozen fmall Villages within his Juriididion, 
each of which has a SbeckBeUet either a native Egyp- 
4ian or an Arah. Thefe Caimacans, as well as the 
iCaftiif, have enough to do to manage with the Arab 
Shecks, who in many Places have the real Power, and 
«the Caihif is obliged to make fome Jeading Sheck his 
Friend by Prefents and Addrefs, in order to maintain 
hifi Authority. On the twenty-ninth Day of Auguft^ 
which is the firft of the CcptU Year, all annual Offi- 
cers arc appoi:ited by the Divan. 

The military Bodies in E^t,^ ofpecially the Foot, 
which are the Janizaries and Azah^ have a confidom- 
ble Share in the Government*, but the five Bodies cif 
Horfe have no great Influence. The former are k)okM 
p^on as the ProtedVors of the Peopk, who are mod 
of them incorporated anto one or other of thofe Bo- 
dies; and their H^augbt G?;Vf judges all things relating 
to thoie under their Protedion. If a Perfon appre- 
hends he is wrong'd by one Body, he flies to the Pro- 
tedion of the other, and becomes a Member of it; 
which h^s occafion'd frequent Bioils between them. 
Thus they have rcndcr'd themfelves independent even 
of the Bafhaw himfelf, in whofe Diyan they have al- 
ways a Reprcfcntacive, to oppofe any thing as Occa- 
fion requires \ and when any Orders are fent to the 
iittic Diysfns, if they dp not like ^em^ $bey return 
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them unexecuted. Nay, they have ufurpM a Power 
of depofing the Bafhaw, and the Beys appoint a Go* 
veraor in his room, till another is fent to Cairo by the 
Grand Signior. 

CAIRO is under the Guard of the Janizaries^ and 
the Jzais have the Charge of the Country round the 
City. In the Night-time efpecially, an Officer call'd 
the fVaJIa patroles about the Streets ofCairOy who takes 
up all diforderly Perfons, or fuch as cannot give an 
Account of themfelves, and fometimes caufes their 
Heads to be cut off upon the Spot, if they are not un- 
der the Proteftion of the Janizaries^ or fome of the 
Military Bodies. But though this Officer is fuch a 
Terror to Rogues, it is only to thofe who are too poor 
to make him a Prefent, without which he fhews no 
lyiercy. 

Justice is adminifter'd in Egypt almoft in the lame 
Manner as in other Parts of the Turkijh Dominions, 
fo that I (hall not tire the Reader with much upon that 
Subjeft. A Cadilefkier, like a Lord High Chancellor, 
is fent yearly from Conftantinople to Grand CairOy to 
whom an Appeal ifcs from the Sentence of the Ckdis, 
or inferior Judges ; and many Caufes of Importance are 
brought immediately before him. The Court fits at 
the Houfe of his Deputy, who is call'd Nakib. In 
different Parts of Cairo they have eight Cadis, who 
are fent to moft other Towns by the Cadilefkier from 
Cairo \ but thofe who adminifler Juftice at Alexandria^ 
RofetiOy Damiatay and Gixe^ are annually fent fron:\ 
Conjiantinople. 

With regard to the Religion of the Egyptians y a$ 
'the Country is a Part of the Turkiftf Empire, Mabo- 
metanifmy of which I have already given an ample Ac- 
count, may be looked upon as eflablifh*d by Autho- 
rity : But it feems neceflary to fay fomething of the 
Coptisy who are Chriftians, an^ undoubtedly the ancient 
Natives of Egypt. St. Mark is faid to have fir ft preach'd 
(he Gofpel in t|iis Country, and is reckcm'd the firft 
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Partiarch of Alexandria, During the Times of Per- 
fecution, many of the Chriftians of Egypt retired to 
C^tos^ once a famous City of the Tbebaid^ from whence 
they are commonly fuppofed to have been calPd C^ 
iw, CapbiiSj or C^bis ; the Criticks are extremely di- 
vided about the Etymology as well as the Orthogra- 
phy of the Name. They remain'd in Union with the 
Catholic Church till the Time of their Patriarch Dfof- 
€oruSj who embraced in fome meafure the Opinion 
of Eutycbes'y which being condemned by the fourth 
general Council held at Cbaladon, and feveral Empe- 
rors endeavouring to fupprefs it, the C^iis were treated 
with great Severity. Ever fince that Time they retain 
an implacable Hatred towards the Greeks \ and they 
have almoft the fame Averfipn to all Franks or Euro- 
feansy which proceeds chiefly from the Endeavours of 
the Church of Rome to make them Converts. Thofe 
who were on the orthodox Side of the Queftion, and 
fubmitted to the Dccifions of the Council, were call-d 
MelcbiieSy or Royalifisy as being countenanced and fup- 
ported by the Government at Onftanlineple. 

When the Mahometans attempted the Conqueft of 
Egyptj they took part with the Coptis^ who were glad 
to fee the Greeks dcftroy*d,and had a Hand, it isfaid, 
in cutting feveral of them off; by which means they 
ingratiated themfelves with the Conquerors, and their 
Patriarch was eftablifh*d, as he is at prcfent, by the 
ruling Powers. Thofe of the Greek Communion, who 
remain'd here in Oppo^tion to the Weftern ChiMxh, 
have alfo their Patriarch to this Day. 

The Ceremonies of the Ccpiic Church are fome- 
thing like thofe of the Greeks \ but the Coplis fcem to 
be the rroft irreverent and carelefs in their Devotions 
of all the Eaftern Chriftians. Bioth Priefts and Peo- 
ple are exceedingly igncirant, infomuch that many of 
the former cannot read their Liturgies, but get their 
long Offices by rote, by hearing them frequently re- 
peated. Their l^Uyr^ies ajc ia the ancieiw Ccfik lan- 
guage. 
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guage, which is undoubtedly the Egypt ian^ though 
much corrupted, efpecially by a Mixture of Greek*, 
that was introduced among them during the Time of 
the Ptolemies. The Coptic is now a dead Language, 
the Arabic having taken its Place throughout all £- 
gypt\ nor is it underltood by the Coptis^ not even their 
Priefts, to any Degree of Perfcftion \ many of whom 
are not able to read it, as I have juft obfervM. 

In their Divine Service they read the Epiftlcs and 
Gofpels twice, once in Coptic^ and once in Arabic. 
They ufe the Liturgies of St. BafiU St. Gregory, and 
St. Cyril\ but moft commonly the firft, as being the 
Ihorteft. They adminifter the Sacrament on Sundi^s 
and Holidays, of which lad they have a great Number; 
and alfo on fVednefd^s and Fridays^ and every Day in 
Lent. Their Manner of baptizing is by plunging the 
Child three Times into the Water, after which they con- 
firm it, and the Prieft dipping his Finger in confecrated 
Wine puts it to the Child's Mouth, this Ceremony being 
generally performed after the Celebration of the Eucha- 
rift. A Boy is not baptized till forty Days after its Birth, 
nor a Girl till twenty- four; the Mother, who mufl af- 
fift at the Baptifm, being obliged to flay at home fo 
long after her Delivery. If the Child be fick it is 



• Notwithftandmg the Coptic 
Xianeuage has been thus corrupt- 
edy It ftill bears evident Marks 
of primitive Antiquity in its 
Strufture, wherein it differs fo 
widely from all the Otiental and 
Eurcp€am Languages, that it is 
impoilible to conceive it derived 
from any of them : For the CoP' 
tis neither decline their Nouns, 
nor conjugate their Verbs, (not 
even thole of foreign Extradl) 
otherwife than by prefixing Par- 
ticles fometimes of one, fome- 
dmes of more Syllables, and 
Sometimes of 9 iaif^ Lcter, 



which denote the Cafe, Gen- 
der, Number, and Pcrfon ; fe- 
veral of them being often join 'd 
together in one Word, and the 
primitive Word ufually pbced 
laft. So that the Difficuly of 
this Tongue confifts in the in- 
credible Combination of the * 
Words and Particles, in the 
Change of the Vowels, and in 
tranfpofing the middle Part of 
the Word, and adding of fervile 
Letters; to diitinguifh all which 
requires great ^11 and La- 
bour. Umvir/^ Hifiery^ Vol.1, 
p.. 226. ' 
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brought to Church, (for Baptifai at home is not at* 
low'd of) and l^d on a Cloth near the Font, into 
which the Pried dips his Hands, and rubs it all over: 
But if the Child be fo ill that it cannot be brought, 
diey anoint it home, inftead of baptizing it, having a 
particular Form for that Purpofc. They give At^o* 
lution at Extreme Un£tion, and anoint all the People 
prefent, to keep evil Spirits fropi entering into them. 
They pray for the Dead, and yet they have a Notion 
that in forty Days the Soul goes to Heaven. In their 
Veneration for their Pidures of Saints they imitate the 
Creeks-, but they have no Statues, except a Cruci- 
iix. They ilridly abftain from Blood, and fraon 
Things ftrangled. 

It is remarkable, that the CopHs circumdfe their 
Children when they are about ten Years old; but, if 
am rightly imform*d, they do not do it on a j^ligious 
Account. At eight or nine Years of Age they make 
Peacons, who always receive the Sacrament when it is 
adminiftcrM. They obferve feveral Fafts, as well ai 
the Chriftians of the Greek Communion; in fome of 
which they not only abftain from Flelh, (whereof they 
eat very little at any time) but from Eggs, Milk, But- 
ler, Oil, (^c, and live chiefly upon Vegetables. At 
(even or eight Years of Age their Children are fre- 
quently efpoufed, and the Marriage confummated at 
eleven or twelve. The Hufband n»y eafily procoie 
a Divorce, either on account of Adultery, long Sick- 
nefs, or almoft any Difagreement, and obtain Leafse 
from the Patriarch to marry again. But if fuch Li- 
cence be refufed, and their own Clergy will not marry 
the Divorced to another, the Parries fonletimes have 
Tccourfe to the Cadi, who makes no Scruple to do it; 
and this is jKaftifcd by the Chriftians in all Parts of 
ithe Turhjb Doimnions. 

The Trade ^f Egypt, efpecially that of CairOj is 
rery eonfidcrable, though not fo great as it was before 
the Dilcovcry of a W?y to the ^ai-Jndi^s by the Cape 
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tff Gjooi-Hope. At prefent, feyi^ral Sorts of Indian 
Goods are clearer ^in Egypt than they are in England^ 
being brought great part of the Way by Land. The 
Exportation of Coffee and Rice, except it be to other 
Farte of the I'urkijb Empire, is prohibited; and yet 
it is often connived at, when Prefcnts are made to 
proper Perfons. Flax is exported to Ltgborny and all 
over Turke;^\ and their Cottons are fent chiefly to Mar-^ 
fiUles. Many Indian Drugs, and fome of the Growth 
of Egypt^ are fent from thence to different Parts of 
Europe. Great Quantities of linen-Cloth are likewife 
exported to France^ Itafyj Algiers^ and all over the 
OUoman Dominions. Italian Silks, and Englijb^ French^ 
and Venetian Cloth is imported into Egypt \ alfo Eng* 
lift) Tin, and many Sorts of fmall Wares from France^ 
Venice^ and Confiantinople. From the laft-mention'd 
City they are fupplied with Furs, and all Sorts of Cop* 
per VefTels and Plates, which are tinn*d over, and arc 
very much in Ufe. Their Iron they bring from iSo- 
knica, the Exportation whereof oiit of Turkey is ftridt^ 
ly prohibited. From jijla Minor they have Carpets^ 
raw Silks from Syriaj and many Things of the wool* 
len Manufadture from Barbary. 

The Manufaftures of Egypt are moftly confumed 
in the Country, except the Linens above mentioned. 
Thofe of the woollen Kind are fcarce any thing but 
un-napp*d Carpets, ufcd to cover their Seats or Sofas, 
The raw Silk they import is work'd up in large Hand- 
kerchiefs for Women's Veils j and they alfo make a 
rich Sort, which are wrought with Gold and Flowers 
x>f feveral Colours, ufed by the Ladies to throw over 
the Prefents they fend to one another; and fometime^ 
to cover Cufhions and Things of that Nature. Great 
Variety of Sattinets and Taffetas are manufadured i6. 
Cairo^ in imitation of thofe of India^ but the beft afe 
Jbut indifferent. At Rojetto they make abundances 
x)f ftriped Linens, ufed chiefly about Beds, as a De- 
fence againft Gna^ in the Night-tjiasiet A coarfe ftrong 
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Unen, ufed for Sheets, is made at Cairo and in the 
adjacent Villages; but the very beft that the Country 
affords is manufaAur'd about Damiata. 

Not only in CairOy but moft Parts of Egypt^ the 
curious mechanical Arts are generally in the Hands of 
the Chriftians, Jewellers, Silver-fmiths, and fuch Ar- 
tificers, have full Employment here, in making the 
feveral Ornaments worn by the Women, and about 
the Trappings of their Horfcs. One Reafon why the 
Women m Egypi^ and other Parts of the Turkijb Do- 
minions, endeavour to make their Apparel as rich and 
valuable as poflible, is becaufe upon the Death of the 
Hufband, if there are any Children, the Law allows 
the Widow nothing more than her Cloaths, Jewels, 
and other Equipage, unlefs particular Donations have 
been made her; infomuch that they are frequently fold 
to mainuin the poor Woman after her Hufband's Dc- 
ceafc. The E^fptian Pebbles, ufed for the Handles 
of Knives, Snuff-boxes, and other Toys, arc wrought 
and polifliM at Cairo in great Perfeftion. The Tur- 
ners make wooden Lettices for Windows in a very 
curious and beautiful Manner; and they have fomc 
both of Iron and Brafe, of extraordinary Workman- 
fliip, which are placed before the Windows of their 
Mofques. But upon the Whole, the Preference is 
^ven to the Artificers of ConftantinopU^ and whatever 
comes from that Capital is much efteemM in Egypt. 

I HAV£ already (aid fo much of the Manners and 
Cuftoms of the TurkSy that it would be necdlels to add 
any thing here upon that Subjed; but it may not be 
amifs to mention a few Particulars relating to the Arabs 
and Mahometan Natives of the Country. It is almoft 
a general Cuftom amongft them to wear a large Blan^ 
kct, either white or brown, and in Summer a blue and 
white Cotton Sheet, which is alfo ufed by the Chriftians. 
Putting one Corner of it over the left Shoulder, they 
bring it behind, and under the right Arm, which i» 
left bare and at liberty for Adion. Inferior iVopIe,. 
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inftead of the Turbant, wear a red woolkn Gip, which 
comes clofc to the Head. The Drefe of the ordinary 
'Egyptian Women has fomething in it very odd and 
difagreeable, being a large Garment of blue Linen or 
Cotton, like a Surplice; and before their Faces and 
Bread hangs a Sort of Qib, which is Join'd to their 
Head-Drefs by a Tape that goes acrols the Nofe juft 
below the Eyes, for which Holes are left to look 
through. People of better Falhion, who wear this 
Garment of Silk, have a large black Veil and cover 
their Faces with Gauze-, or if they leave any Part of 
them cxpofed to View, they generally cover the Mouth 
and one Eye, to (hew the whole Face being reckon'd 
a great Indecency. Some Ladies wear over the up- 

Sr Tart of their Faces a G>vering made of black 
orfehair, which is fo contriv'd that they can fee 
others without being feen diftin£tly themfelves. 

• There are Women who go about the Streets with 
their Faces bare, dancing, tinging, and playing on 
fome Inftrumenti and yet thefe are not reckoned of 
the Icwdeft Sort neither, for there are common Strum- 
pets, who are in a manner iicenfed, and pay a Tribute 
for the Liberty of following their Profeffion. On Ac- 
count of a Prophecy they have, that Cairo will be ta- 
ken by a Woman on horfeback, the Women are not 
permitted to ride on Horfes ; but it is common enough 
to fee them on AfTes in the Streets of CairOj and they 
uie Stirrups, which it is reckoned difhonourable for a 
Man to do when he mounts that Aninial. 

The Egyptians are frugal in their Manner of livings 
feldom eating any Meat, nor do they often drink 
ftrong Liquors, though the Turks have introduced the 
Ufe of them inftead of Laudanum, which was formerly 
more in vogue amongft them than it is at prefcnL The 
k>weft Sort of People make a kind of Beer of Barley 
without'being malted, and put fomething into it to 
make it intoxicate-, but though they make it ferment, 
it is thick and grows four in a few Days, The Optis 

i 
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in particular, and the middling Ptople among the A- 
Tobs^ live very poorly; but foch of the yiraksas have 
Ability are remarkable for their Generofity and Hot 
pitality, by which they maintain much of their Iif 
tercft. Even one of their Chiefs or Princes will dine 
before his Door, and invite all that pafs to come and 
partake with him, the very Beggars not excqited. If 
any one goes to an >iir^'s Houleor Tent/Brcil is im* 
mediately made, (which is done as often as they cat) 
and the Guefts is ferved with four Milk and Cucum- 
bers in it, fried Eggs and Oil to dip the Bread in^ 
fait Cheefc like Curds, and (uch-like Entertainment 
It is a Sort of an Affront not to ftay and eat i and they 
reckon it a great Favour to come to their Houfes, and 
put yourfelf, as it were, under their Protection. Who^ 
ever vifits another, and eats with him, if there has 
been any Quarrel or Animofity between them, all it 
immediately forgotten ; but if the Vifitor refufes to 
take of the Coflfee, or whatevw is offcrM him, ie (hews 
t Continuance of his Refentment. 

I CANNOT help mentioning a flrange SupeflHdon 
which prevails among the MaBsmekins in Egfptj efpe^ 
cially the Arabs^ who have a great Vencfition fo# 
Fools and mad People, efteeming them a^ Saints, 
kiffing their Hands, and fhewing them the greateft 
Regard. Of this Sore of Saints there are feme Wo* 
men, but tCiQ& of them are Men, and perhaps more 
Hypocrites than Fools, who affedV ridiculous Dreffes^ 
and have the hnpudencc to enter the Houies of Per- 
ibns of the greateft Diftinftion, fit down* to Dinner 
whether invited or not, and depart withovi^ ahy Cere* 
mony; and it is lookM upoii as a Blefling to receivd 
a. Vifit from thefe People. But what is moft'abomi^ 
nable is, that fome of them go about the Streets en^ 
tirely naked, and are guilty of many other fedecen^ 
cics. 

Be FOUR I leave Egypt ^ the Method I have hicherw 
obferv'd requifet me to lake « ftiert View of iSm Hw 
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ftory of thb Country. The Egyptians are undoubtedly 
a very ancient Nation, but being ignorant of their 
true Defcent, they have laid Claim to an extravagant 
Ant&juity, and have given us a Catalogue of their 
Princes, fome of whom, if our Account of Time be 
nght, muft have lived feveral thoufencis of Years be-' 
fore the Creation, The Country was call'd Chemia by 
ks ancient Inhabitants', and is (bppofed to have taken 
hs Name from (^am or Ham the Son of Noab^ being 
more- than once ftiled in die Book of Pfalms the Land 
ef Ham. However, it is generally denoted in Scrip.- 
tare by the Name of the Land ofMifraim^ from whence 
the Aralbians and other Orientals ftiff call it Mefry which 
the Greeks "wvitc^ Jifejre and Mepsea. If therefore Ham 
jhimfelf did not make any Settlement in this Country^ 
there- is no doubt but Msjraim peopled it with his owo 
MTue; and he is fuppofed by feveral to be the fame 
Sat is caird Menes in profane Hiftory, who is univer- 
felly allow'd to have been the firft King of Egypt. 

Ir would be a vain Attempt, and utterly incon* 
fiftent with my prefent Defign, to endeavour to adjuft 
the Egyptian Chronology, and reconcile the vaft Di(^ 
agreement that we find among the feveral Writers 
vrho have given us a Series or the Egyptian Princes 
from the moft early Times. After all the Labours of 
the Learned upon this Subjeft,- we are ftill left in Un- 
certainty andConfufion; it may therefore be fufficienC 
for our Purpofe to obferve, that if we allow Menes to 
be the fame with MJraim the Soa of Ham^ we fliafl 
fix the Eftablilhment of the Egyptian Monarchy abouc 
the Year of the WorH 18 16, or 2188 Years before 
our Saviour. From this Time Egypt was govem'd 
by a* long. Succeffion of Kings, of whom we have 
very imperfeft and contradictory Accounts, and moft 
of them are tranfmitted to us only by their Names, 

The Obfciirity of the Egyptian Hiftory and Chro- 
nology be^ns to dear up a little about fix hundred 
and fcvcnty Yearr before the Chriftian JEtsl^ I mean 
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in the Reign of Pfammiticbus^ wJio was fucceeded by 
his Son NechuSy the Pharaoh Necb$ of the Scriptures. 
In the next Century, (/'. e. in the Year before Cbriji 
525.) Pfammenitus being then upon the Throne, Cam- 
byfes King of Perfia made an entire Conqueft of E" 
gyptj and united it to the Perfian Empire. The Egyp- 
tians continued under this SubjeAion, though not with- 
out fome Attempts to regain their liberty, till the 
Reign of Darius NotbuSy when being headed by A- 
fnyrUus they drove the Perfians out of the Country, 
land advanced their Deliverer to the Throne. The 
Kingdom for fome time maintain'd its Independency, 
but was again reduced by Ochus King of Perfia^ and 
remained nibjeft to that Monarchy till Darius Codo* 
manus was defeated by Alexander the Great, when it 
fell under the Power of that Prince, with the reft of 
the Provinces of the Perfian Empire. 

After the Death of AlexafUteTy Ptolemy the SSi 
of Lagus found Means to afcend the Throne of £- 
gypty and once again render it an independant King* 
dom. The Kings his Succeflfors all bore the Name 
of Ptolenrfy and in this Line it continued for about 
three hundred Years, the laft Sovereign being the fa*» 
mous Geopatray after whofe Death the Country bc-^ 
came a Roman Province. Upon the Divifion of the 
Empire, Egypt fell to the Lot of the Eaftem Empe*^ 
rors, to whom it continued fubjefb till the Reigii of 
HeracliuSy when it was taken from them by the Sara- 
cens or Arabians^ and was govem'd by Caliphs of Ba- 
bylon \ but at length the Egyptians fet up a Caliph of 
their own, cali'd the Caliph of Cairo^ to whom the 
Saracens of Africk and Spain were fubjedt 

About the Year 1 160, Afareddin^ or Sarracon^ Ge- 
neral of Norradin the Saracen Sultan of Dama/cuSj Tub* 
dued the Kingdom of Egypt^ in which he was fuc- 
ceeded by the vi£torious Saladin^ who alfo reduced 
Dantafcusy Mefopotamiay and Pakftine under his Power^ 
Some fay that this Prince eftablifh'daBody of Troops 
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Jn Egypt like the prcfent Janizaries^ compolTed of the 
Sons of Chriftians taken in. War or purcnasM of the 
Tartars^ to whom he gave the Name of MamalukeSf 
or Slaves, for that is the Meaning of the ^Vord •, but 
but others give a different Account of their Original. 
Be that as it will, theie Mamalukes about the Middle 
of the thirteenth Century difpoffefs'd the Pofterity of 
Saiadin^ and ufurp'd the GovernmenL 

The firil King or Sultan of the Mamatuke Race wai 
iturfuemeffiusj whole SuccefTcM-s were engaged in con- 
tinual Wars againft the Chriftians #f Syria and PaleJUMei 
till they had entirely deprived them of their PofTefTions 
in thofe Countries. Tne Mamaluke Government wafll 
eledive, and no Son could fucceed his Father in the 
Throne. Hiftory reckons up fixteen of thefe Princes ^ 
the laft of whom, ^onombeius the Second, was con- 
qUer'd and put to Death by the Turkijb Emperor Selim 
about the Year 151 7, and, as fome &y, hang'd up at 
one of the Gates of Cairo. Gazelle^ a Grandee of the 
Mamaluhs^ maintain'd a War for fome time againflb 
Selimy but was at length defeated, and Egypt made a 
Province of the Ottoman Empire, ats it ftill remains. 

Having recovered my former State of Health, and 
the neceffary Preparations being made for our Return 
to England^ on the 20th of Januaty 1734-5 we de- 

J>arted from Gi/>^, and took Boat for Rofetto. After 
Gfur Days pleaiant failing down the Canopic Branch d 
the NiUj without any thing remarkable occuring, We 
arrived at that City, which ftands a few Miles froni 
the Sea, on the Weft Side of the Ri^cr. This Towii 
is caird Rafcbid by the Egyptianty who reckon it one 
6f the moft pleafant Places in Egypt \ and indeed the 
fruitful Country of Delta on the other Side of the Nile^ 
and two beautiful Klands a little below the Town, make 
the Profpeft very delightfd; to fay nothing of the 
fine Gardens and Giloves of Palm-Trees, with wbicK 
its Neighbourhood is improved. It is about two' 
Miles in Length, afid ifs a Place cf briik Trade, h^ J 
Vot.III. N^L. Cc yi« 
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ving a great Linen Manufaftory ; and all European 
Merchandife is brought hither by Sea from Alexandria^ 
and piit into other Boats to be carried to Cairo^ as 
Goods brought from Cairo are here put into large 
Boats to be fcnt to Aexandria. The Trade of Europe 
with the City of Cairo being thus carried on through 
this Channel, it keeps great Numbers of Hands em- 
ployed, and the Europeans have their Vice-Con fuls 
and Fadbors here to tranfaft their Bufinefs. The Town 
is well fupplied with Provifions, and the Water is 
good, except when the North Wind blows very ftrong, 
or the Nile is at the loweft, for then it is a little 
brackifli. 

After a (hort Stay at Rofetto we fet out for Alex- 
andria^ travelling Weftward over a fandy Plain, where 
they have erefted Pillars at proper Diftances to fhew 
the Way, which it would otherwife be difficult to find. 
Having crofsM this Defart, we came to a Ferry calPd 
Madea^ where there is a Kane for the Reception of 
Travellers. The Paffage is over the Outlet of a Lake, 
which was probably the Mouth of the Canopic Branch 
of the Nile-y and hereabouts we may fuppofe flood 
the ancient Heraclium. We took our Repofe at the 
Kane, and crofling the Water in the Morning, we 
continued our Journey in the fame Wefterly Direftion, 
leaving Bikeer or Bikiere about a League to our Right, 
where the City of Canopus is fuppofed to have been 
fituated./ 

, In a few Hours we arrived at Alexandria^ or Scan- 
dareay as it is now call'd, a once famous and flourifh- 
ing City, built by Alexander the Great when he went 
toconfult the Oracle of Jupiter Ammon. The old City 
is entirely niin'd, but the ancJent Walls, which are 
beautifully built of hewn Stone, are moft of them 
Handing, with Turrets at convenient Diftances. The 
new City is built on the Strand to the North, without 
the Walls ; and though upon the Whole it makes but 
a mean Appearance, wc find in it a great Variety of 
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Pillars, moftly Granite, and many Fragments of Co-- 
lumns of beautiful Marble, all Tokens of the Gran- 
deur and Magnificence of the ancient City, from the 
Ruins whereof they were taken. The Ciftcms, which 
were built under the Houfes of Alexandria to receive 
the Waters of the Nile brought by a Canal from the 
Canopic Branch, are many of them entire, and ftill ferve 
for the fame Purpofe. The Pillar, commonly calPd 
Pompeyh Pillar, is a fine Piece of Antiquity, which 
is ftill ftanding on a little Eminence, about a Quarter 
of a Mile to the South of the old Walls; but upon 
what Occafion it was erefted is uncertain. It is of red 
Granite, about a hundred and fourteen Feet high, with 
a Corinthian Capital, the Leaves whereof are not at 
all indented. The Shaft, which is nine Feet in Dia- 
meter, and almoft ninety in Height, is of one entire 
Stone, and the Bafe and Pedeftal of another. It ftands 
on a Foundation confiding of feveral Pieces of Stone 
and Marble, fome of which have been dug away, 
which makes it furprizing how fuch a vaft Weight is 
fupported. 

The Ifland of Pharos^ on which flood the fanums 
Watch-Tower or Light-houfe of the fame Name, 
which was reckon'd one of the Wonders of the World, 
is now join*d to the Continent; and probably the 
Light-houfe was fituated where the Caftle is at prefent 
at the Entrance of the New Port, fome Pillars being 
difcernible thereabouts at the Bottom of the Water, 
which perhaps are the Remains of that fupcrb Stru- 
fture. The prefent City of Alexandria has two Ports, 
being fituated exaftly between them; one of which is 
caird the New Port^ and is appropriated to the Ships 
of Chriftendom ; the other the Old Pcrt^ into which 
Turkijh Veffels only are admitted. The former is what 
Strabo calls the Great Port^ and the latter the Port of 
Eunofius. 

Amongst the curious Remains of Antiquity to be 
feen at Alexandria m^y be reckon'd the Catacombs, 

C c 2 ai^ 



404 ^e Travels, &^c. [Egypt, 

arid alfo two Obelifks, one of which is broken, Pirt 
of it lying upon the Ground. The Patriarchal Chair 
in the Church of the Copiic Convent is another thing 
ufually (hewn to Strangers, and the Greeks boaft of 
their being poffcfsM of the Stone on which St. Ca- 
tbarine fuffer'd Martyrdom, with other Curiofities of 
the fame Nature. But we had not half Time enough 
to take a View of .every thing- in this City, and its 
Neighbourhood, that is wonh a Traveller's Obfcrvari- 
on, the Ship which was to carry us to Europe fctting 
Sail a Week fooner than we expedted. With fome 
Relu(Slance therefore we embark'd the 4th of February 
on board a Ship bound for Marfeilksy where we landed 
tfie 27th of the fame Month, and waited a Week for 
a Paffagc to England, This Ihort Time we fpent 
very agreeably in Company of our good Friend and 
Fellow- Traveller M. Di^ Marais^ of whom we took 
our Leave the 5th of Marcb^ and fail -d for Londo% 
where we arriv'd in good Health on the 1 2th of A- 
fril 1735, fmcerely thankful to that gracious Being 
who had preferv*d us through the Courfe of our long 
Tfavtls, and rcftored us fafe to our native Country. 
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ABDALOHrMUS, rc- 

^l markable Account of 

his Advancement to the 

Throne ofSul$n^ ^59 — ^ i . 

JhiPs Tomhy ii. 431. 

Acadtmay near Athens^ i. 354. 

Academy of Wits at Parma^ and 
in moil Cities oi Itafy^ i. 87. 

Aceldama^ or Field rf Bloody 
iii. 173. 

Acbmt III, made Emperor by 
the Janizartesy and ugain 
depofed, ii. 131 — 135. 

Acre^ or Acra^ i. 266. Defcrip- 
tion of it, iii. 95, 06. its Hi- 
ftory, 97. Story ot an Abbefs 
and her Nuns there, 98. 
Roads from thence to JaM- 
falem^ 100. the Author fets 
out from thence in company 
with the French Conful, ibid, 

Adwii^ River, why it Sometimes 
appears red, iii. 40, 41. 

Adrioy or Hadria^ i. 225. 

Adtiatic Sea, i. 262. . 

JEgina, Ifland, i. 356. 

Aga^ Meanmg of the Word, 
i. 319. 

AgemoglanSf ii. 82. 

AgnanOy Lake of, i. 198. 

Aix^ the Capital oi Provence ^ an 
Archbifheprick and Univcr- 
fity, i. 63. is fomething like 
Parie, ibid, abounds ' with 



Antiquities, 64. 

A/e^tu, ii. 280. 

Alcorun. See Karme. 

Albano^ i. 177. 

Alexander the Great, a vaft Ad- 
mirer oi Homer' % hUui^ ii. 3 26. 
Inflance of the unhappy In- 
fluence that Poem had upon 
him, 326, 327. propofes to 
rebuild the Temple at Epbe* 

fi^y 3§3- 

Aiexandriay now Scemderea^ buUt 
by A/exaader the Great, iii. 
402. the old City entirely 
niin'd, except the Walls, ibid. 
Situation and Appearance of 
the new City, ibid, ancient 
Ciftems, many of them on- 
tirc, 403. Pompey's Pillar, 
ibid. Ifle of Pharos, ibid. 
the two Ports, ibid. Cata- 
combs, Jbid. Obeliiks, 4.04. 
many other Cunoiities to be 
fcen there, ibid. 

A/henna, Shrub, iii. 312. 

Alogians, ancient HeretickSx 
ii. 352. 

Alps, i. 56, 259. 

Ancona, i. 218. 

Andros, Ifland, 1.425. iti Fer- 
tility, 427. Chaiader and 
Drefs of the Inhabitants, 428. 
its Hiflory, ibid. 

Angelo (St.) CalUeof^i. 121. 
Attgora^ 
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Angora^ its Goats with fine 

white Hair, ii. 298. 
Auti'LibanuSy ii. 421, 43 1. 
Antiparosy Ifland, i. 31a. De- 

fcription of its wonderful Grot- 

ApiUiSy femous Painter, a Na- 
tivcofCw. ii. 381. highly e- 
flcem'd by Alexander the 
Great, ihid, that Monarch's 
Judgment of a fine Horfe 
painted by AfelUsy 382. this 
Artift's Opinion of Pretogenesy 

ApermimSy 1. 98, 1 06, 259. 

Aquapendentiy i. 1 1 8. 

Aquilay i. 2 1 1 . 

Aquihiay Patriarch of, i. 246. 

Arabia Petr^eoy its Natural Hi- 
ftory, iii. 363 — 366. 

Arabs. Inftance of their quick 
and deep Penetration, ii. 190. 
Arabian Yc^Ty 1 99. they are 
defcended from Jjlmaely iii. 
366. their Charadler, ihid, 
roving Life, 367. their Per- 
fons. Arms, and Habits, 368. 
how Jullice is adminiftcr'd 
amon^ them, ibid, their 
Religion, 369. 

Arafaty Mountain near Meccay 
vifited by the Pilgriips, ii. 

245- 
ArcanTJiy Turkijb Infantry, u. 

118. 

Areccuy or EreCy iii. 24. 

Artopaguiy Senate or Court, i. 

333- 
^Aigentierty i. 300. 
Ariony Mufician, his Story, ii. 

281. 
AJheftaSf or Lapis Amianthus , 

i. 82. 
A/coliy i. 211. 
AJPy the Species that Cleofatra 

is fuppofed to have made ufe 

of, iii. 324, 325. 
AJjkmy what, ii. 365. 



Atheifm prevails in Turhy, ii. 

273- . 
AthiiUy now caird Atbim^ b 
Situation, i. 318. Inhabitants, 
and Diviiion into Wards, 3 1 9. 
Acropolis y or Caflie, ihtd. 
Temple of Minerva y 321. 
of EriSheuSy 324, Theatre 
of BacchuSy ibid. Hadrian^ 
Pillars, and Aquedudl, 326. 
Temple of Tbefeusy ibid, of 
the Eight Winds y 327. ban- 
thorn of Demofthenrs y ibid, 
OdtruMy 328. other Antiqui- 
ties, ibid. Wit and Learning 
of the Athenians y 329. Drcls, 
330. Air, Water, and Pro- 
vificns of the Place, 331. 
.Trade, ibid. Chrillianity firft 
planted at Athens by St. Pauly 
333. its Hiftory, ii^iJ. &/.^fy 
CharaAer of the ancient .^.'^- 
niaKSy 349. 

A*v(rnuSy Lake, i. 198. 

Avigfiotty a Cit}' under the Do- 
minion of the Pope, i. 60. 
its (lately Churches and Pa- 
laces, 6f . it has an Univer- 
fity, Mint, and Court of In- 
quifition. Hid. Seven Popes 
refided here during the Sch^m, 
62. the Place abounds with 
all Sorts of Provifions, 6^. 

Auxtrrey i. 44. 

Ax^pSy 7»ri/j^ Infantry, ii. 1 18. 

B. 

-QAHIRAy or Sergius, ii. i89, 
j[j Bniay the ancient \Bar^, 

i. 201. 
Bairam, a Turkiflj Fcdival, ii. 

240 — 242. 
Balbecky fuppofed to be the an- 
cient Kf/ifl'/c/tJ, ii. 421. noble 
Remains of a Heathen Tem- 
ple and other Buildings, 422. 
the 
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the Tefliple, which is aUnoft 
entire, particularly dcfcribed, 
423 — 426. Stones of a pro- 
digious Size, 427. Ruins of a 
fuppofcd Palace, 427 — 429. 

Btdcaresj Iflands, i. 1 1 1 . 

Barbary Horfes, i. 289. 

Barradu River, ii. 431, 432. 
anciently call'd Chryforrhoas^ 
)ii. 2. 

Bajilijk, or Corkairicf, ill. 324. 

Beaune, its excellent Wines, i. 

46. 

Beer, Town fo call'd, iii. 121. 
Beesy how managed in Greece, i. 

352. 
Belgrade, near Conftantinople, 

ii. 53. 
Bell, great one at ^<7i/f^fj i. 3. 
Bell-Mount, Gre.k Convent, iii. 

Benal'bajfar, iii. 254^ 

Beroot, the ancient Berytus, iii. 
43. Palace and Gardens of 
the Emir Faccardine, 43^5 5 • 
Walls of the Town, 46. 

Bethany, iii. 141. 

Bethel, whereabouts it was, iii. 
121. 

Bethlehem, Curiofities in the 
Way between that Place and 
Jerufalem, iii. 155, 156. 
much reforted to by PUgrims, 
156. Defcription of a Church 
there built over the fuppoled 
Place of oar Saviour's Nativi- 
ty, 157, 158. remarkable 
Places in the Neighbourhood 
of Bethlehem, 159 — 162. 

Betis, Governor of Gaxa, inhu- 
manly treated by Alexemdtr 
the Greats ii. 326, 327. 

Bexa defends the Principles of 

the Reformed at Boiffy, i. 7. 
Bias, Grecian Sage, fome Ac- 
count of him, ii. 331. 
Bikgsrt or BiHirff iii. 40a. 



SlacA Sea, ii. 62. not To (ah as 
other Seas, 6^. 

Bologna, or Bolonia, i. 92. Pa- 
lace of the Marquis Rinucci 
there, ibid. Meridian- Line 
drawn by C/7^w, 93. Mado- 
na, or Pifture of the Virgin, 
about four Miles from the Ci- 
ty, 95. Towers of AfineUi 
and Garijendi, ibid, Univer- 
fity of Bologna, 96. its Trade 
and Commodities^ 96, 97. 
its Air, Plenty of Provifions, 
and Politeneis of its Inhabi- 
tants, 98. 

Bolfena, and its Lake, i. 118. 

Bo/phorus, or Bo/porus, whence 
the Name, ii. 56. Defcription 
of the Ihracian Boffhorus, 

5? — 1^' ... 
Brain- Stone, iii. 344. 

Brandy, very bad in mod Parts 
of the Levant, i. 288. how 
it is made, ibid. 

Brent, River, on each Side of 
which the Venetian Noblemen 
have their Summer-Palaces, 
i. 230.- 

Bridge, curious one at Rcuen, 
i. 3. 9X Lyons, 47. ZtSt.EJprit, 
59. at Finice, 231. in Cbina^ 
ibid 

Bucentaur, 237, 254. 

Bulac, iii. 256. 

Burgundy, its Wines, i. 44. 
(hort Hiftory of it, and Cha- 
radterof its Inhabitants, 45. 

Byblus, Heathen Superftitions 
there, iii. 41. 

C. 

CADI, Tnrkijh Judge, I 297. 
Cadilijkiersy their Office, ii. 
259. 
Cairo, (Grand) one of the chief J 
Places of Rendezvous for the -■ 
Mabomt$0 
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AJUMi^iwP3grifl(i$/ii. 244. 
Caravan for AUi^c^ ufuailly 
confifb of ^Qrty or fifty thojii* 
land People, ,247. its Situa- 
tion, iii. 256. Extent aijd 
Numbi^ of Inhabitants, 2^7. 
Regulations for its Security, 
ihidAxa private BuiUings, 25^. 
Bagnios and Mofqiies, 259. 
Churches, 260. old Jrwijh 
Synagogue, 261. the Khalis^ 
or Caiuii, 262. the Caille« 
163. Jofeph\l^ ibid, 7«. 
fifh"^ Well defcribed, 204. 
Aquedud^, 265. ma^iificent 
Tombs, 266. Air of Onro^ 
332. Plague ibmetimes makes 
ereat Ravages there, 334. its 
oymptoms, 335. fome Con- 
je&ures as to its Origin, and 
the Reafon of its fiidden Cef- 
fadon in Egypt^ 336, 337. 
the Government of Egypt in 
the Hands of the Bafhaw of 
0air9^ 387. the City guarded 
by yamzi(rii{, 391. its Trade> 
Manufadures, and Artificers, 
394—396. 

Cairo, (OU) Granaries ther^ 
' callM Jo/ephX iii. 268. .its 
Buildings in general. Hid, its 
■ CaiUe, 269. 

Calantra, ii. 321. 

Calvary^ IVtount, jii. 1 2 5 . Church 
there, 126, 127. 

Came/, Account of that Animal, 
iii- J 1 9, 338. 

Camparda of Ropu, i. 178. 

Candia, the City, defcribed, i. 
284. fome Account of its fa- 
mous Siyge, i&id. the Ifland, 
anciently call'd Crete, 286. 
Charader of its ancient and 
prefentlnjiabitants, 286, 287. 
their Drefs, ilnd, irs Soil, and 

. ohAcf%CQounQdities, 288, its 
.« Horfes, 289. its fiop and 



Hawks, ago. its Air and Ri- 
vers, ikd. 

Qmea, Defcripdon of i^ i. 277. 
of die adjacent Coontiy, 278. 

Om9hini, if. 414. 
' Caphar, what, il. 430. . 
' Caprijicaticn, Meth(^ of culti- 
vating and ripening Figi pra- 
£tiied in 5c/#^ il. .3 1 3— -3 1 6. 

Capua^ i. 187.' ' ' 

Carf.imf:Jerd'%, or Kans, U- 38. 

CardiiuM, i. 17^. 

Carifio^ i. 424. 

Cartiii /, Mount, fiippofed to have 
been the Refidence of the Pro- 
phet Elijah, iii. 109. remark- 
able Stones, 1 1 z. 

Carmelites, Ao^unt of them, iii. 
109. 

Camnml, at Vem^B, i. 251. 

Ccijpian Sea, ais Salt as othen, ii. 
65. 

Cafianeti deforibcd, ii. 149. 

Caftri, i. 369, 

Caftro, XL. 278: 

CatarkSs of the tKli, iii. 297, 
2q8. 

Catbdrine, (Sf,) Mouxtain (A, 

iii- 3S9- 

Ctf>y?«r, River; si. 357- ^ 

Celeftita; Account of that Order, 
i. 6i. 

&^//, a Sort of Viper, iii. 323. 

Cinificate graiited to Pilgrims bj 
the Father Guanliain of the 
Latin Convent at Jernfalm, 
to (hew that they have vifked 
the holy Places there, iii. 248. 

Cerviei, i. 22 j. 

CkalceiUn, ii. 56. th^Foondefs 
of it accounted blind by the 
Oracle, I, and 57V* 

Cia/otu, upon the Se^e, i. 45. 

Cboifuktm defcribed, And the O- 
. . pinions of N^^uradi^ concern- 
ing the Maiu\er of .its chang- 
ing its if/AwX^if^ io2^^y>^. 
^ thole 
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dioTe in tjjfit fii. 326. 

Ckmf4^m^}i/Miiing of its Name, 
a. JL$. its Wine, Md, its M^ 
nanfhires and Chaxa^ter of its 
Inhabitants, 44. 

Qtichfu^ Egjftum Method of 
H2^g them in Ovens, iiL 
3 if, 

Ctildren kept veiy dean all oter 
the Liwmt, ii- 248. 

Chim^li, or Onm^ks^ i. 500. 

Qfio^ or G^«f. See $<$§. 

a^a, ii. 334. 

CirtvmciJkK^ in Ufe amongft the 
MMbomitanSf ii. 249, 253. 
Jim, 251, 252. Egjfiii^ 
and EtHopimu, 2$ i . 

Gv-rv/y Ejitficifes there, i. 1 39. 

Gfv/'/if FiccJUm^ made a fi:ee Poft, 
i. 113. 

Cliwuuc, Mountain, iii. 41. 

CUtJ, (St.) Account of that 
Town, i. 12. 

Cigkfyria, or Sjfria (inm, iii. 27. 

Ctf^/:/, when m intxoduced into 
Europe, ii. 172. 

C»kfuhitid0,i. 291. 

Colcfwi, Ifland, L 355. 

Cammp, Ifland, i. 274. 

QnJbmHwofii, the AutlMU- airives 
chere, i. 446. is feiaed with a 
violent Fevjer, 447. Situation 
4)f the Cit^, ii. I. jts Port, 2. 
its Dimcnfions, 3, Walls and 
Gates, iti4, Qnni ^gnior's 
SeragUo, 4. I^ovjfions con- 
finned there. 7. JJuiies, 10. 
JQtfa or Pleafure-houfes, 12, 
13. Seraa^ belonging to 
private rarfons, 15. Roysd 
Moiques, 16. Sepulchres of 
ehe OitmHMM Empcsron^ 20. 
ordinary Mo(ques, 25. Anti- 
guides, 27. Hiffodrtmt^ or Jt^ 
miUan, md. Obelifks, 28, 29. 
Cohmin of three Serpents, 30. 
f^fjfkyry .or Q^^iS f illar, 32. 
Vol. III. 



Hiftorkal Pillar, 33. Mmei. 
«t*8, 34. Caftleof the SeyM 
ToweiB, 3^. E^Khanges ai4 
Market-plMes, 36, 37. ham, 
caUM Kam or Ctrmmi/eru\ 
38. Bag^^s, 40. Firps, 43. 
Plague, 44. the City vety jp- 
Dulous, and why, 45, 46. th« 
Suburbs, 47. Ocmeidit, or 
Field of Arrows, Uul. Cmf' 
fimptacha, 48. Gaima, 49. iV> 
ra and 7«s|li«if , 52. tt^ Cinf 
wen fupplied with Pift, c8. 
the CnMMTAv or Governor, ^ 
Polity, 98, 99. how long it 
hlis been the Seatof the7ar>l* 
i/h Empiis, 276. 
Qoftis, orCMfs, EufHim Chli- 
ftians, iii. 391. tLeir Litur- 
gies, Sacramenci^ F^is, ^c. 
3.92, — 394. the Oftic Lta- 

gva»i, 303- 
Otde/iers, i. 302. 

Gmv/i^, i. 363- its JBftoiy, 3«f; 

C§rintbian fikafs, i. 217, 366, 

C§nm€9pia, what, ii. 294. 

Gw, or Cot, Ifland, called Zmv 
by die Frmh, and Shmchi^ 
the ^»rir, ii. 375. its Wines^ 
376. g^ve Birth to Htffoa^ 
tgs, iM- and to JpcUes, 381. 

Crimotui, and its Territory, i. 86. 
Prince E^gem furpria*d it ]by 
Night m 1702, l^ld canied 
off Maiihal rMtm VwStxmM, 
ibid. 

Crtfcent, the Symbol <^ Aawt* 
//Kflv, adqxed by t^ fmii^ 
ii. 23. 

Cr9C9dUi, wori^iipp'd fa^ the an- 
cient Egyfiimm, iii. ^3. Ac- 
conn^ of that Aninvil, 317^ 

Cr^fadi, what, iii. 247. how 
aoany have been undcctaken 
for the Conqoeft ^ the ff»h 
ffund, ihid. 

CrMcifixwf, on who^ that jPtt^ 
' Dd niftuD 
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niflfimeiit was mlEded, iii. 92. 
Crarrean Rocks, ii. 69. 
6^prus, ii. 401. its chief Towns 

• and Ports, 403. Air and fti- 
. yers, ibid, Produft, 404. Man- 

• ncre of the People, 405. Hi- 
' ffoiy of the Ifland^ 405—4 1 1 . 

!>• 

\AMASCUS, fine View of 

it from a neigHbouring 

Mountain, ii. 432. how 

the TnhaWlants dcanfc the 

.Channels that convey Water 

"fo their Gardens, iii. i. Ife- 

fcription of its private and 

SbHck Buildings, 3—6. large 
jfpltal, Bamio, and Coffee- 
• Borne in its Neighbourhood, 
■7. Houfe of AnamaSy 8. of 
Judas, with whom St. Faid 
lodged, ibid. Street cill'd 
''itrtughf in the Affs, ibid. 
Place of St. Pauts Vifion, 9. 
where he was let down m a 

* Bafket, ibid. Tomb of St. 
'Ggorglf- the Porter, wJio fa- 
vodrM tfe Apoftlc's Elbape, 
iJ/V. the Soil of the Country, 
12. Provifions, /^/</. Garrifon 

' and Fortifications of the City^ 

* 'ibid, its Trade and Artificers, 
"tj. Hiftoiy, 26 — 39. 

'6i/fn/'a^fmffg, vrYiSit, ill. 13. 
Damiata, large City upon 3 

Branch of die Nife, iii. 253. 
* Mft Inhabitants aveife to Eu- 

rcfeanSyJhid, its Trade, ibid. 
"tiardnniUes, i. 437. Engage- 

* ment near thofe Ckftles be- 
tween the Venetian zmd 7«r- 

'•; i^;.' fleets, 438. all oimvard- 

'"'^oand Ships obliged to ftop 

'** 'There, Ii. 278. 

« Parks, pafTcs the Bofphsrus with 

. \ yad Army againil the $ey* 



thiofis, ii. h6* 

Daie-Tree defcribed, and hovt 
propagated, iii. 314. Quali- 
ties of its Fruit, 315. 

Dauphine, fhort Hifbry of that 
Province, i. 55. its Soil, Ani- 
mals, andCuriofities, 56. Cha- 
rafter of its Inhabitants, 57. 

Dead'Sea, Natare of the Grdund 
about it, iii. 146. remarkaUe 
Property of black Pebbles 
found near it, 147. Qualities 
of its Water, iiid. its Bitu- 
menj 147, 148. how this Sea. 
is fuppofed to have been 
fonn*d, 148. laid to change 
its Colour three times a Day, 
I $0. Apples of Sadtm faid to 
grow on its Borders^ ibid. 
whether it difcharges as much 
Water by Ev'aporadon, as it 
receives from the Rivers that 
run into it, ibid. 

DiUs, liland, i. 316. Significa* 
tion of the Name, ii. 64. 

Delpbie Oracle, i. ^bo. 

Delta, why fo cafl'd, iii. 255. 
its Fertility, ibid. 

Dervr/es, or Dervi/^s, Order of 
Religious in Jurkty, ii. 26 1« 
their principal Convent, ikd, 
their Drefs, ibid, Behanour, 
Vows, and Morals, 262. Mu~ 
fick and Dancing, 263, 264. 
great Tiravellers, 265. ibme 
of their Prances, Aid. a Sort 
eiPtrfian Dervifes, ibid. Con- 
vent of them near G^wWCftTtf, 
iii. 266; no dancing ones in 
Egypt,^ 267. 

Dieppe, in Normandy, i. 2. 

Dij^n, Capital ofBmpponfy, 1. 44. 

Dirce^ her Story, and fine Groapc 
of Figures reprcfenting n^ i. 

Di'voft, ii. 90. 

D§Hm (Mdrtw) fettles tlie ke. 

'imblick 
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publick of GtwM in its prefent 
Fonn, and afterwards defeats 
an Attempt upon its Liber- 
ties, i. 76, 77. his Nephew 
flain in the Tuhiult, ibid. 

Dot ban y iii. 107. 

Dr^m diry, its Swiftnefs, iii. 320. 

Drufes, their Origin and Reli- 
gion, iii. 43. 

Dum.x^ or Pbfiiranb'i Fig-Tree, 
iii. 5.13. 

£. 

fBJL^ Mountain, iii. 117. 
Edtn^ a (mall Village, ii. 
413. Gardn of, or Ter- 
refttial PataJife^ the various 
Opinions concerning its Situa- 
tion examined, iii. 14 — 29. 
Signification of the Word E- 
den, 16. Mofes*s Defcription 
of it, ibid, the pleafing Va- 
riety of the Garden deferib*d 
by Milton^ 25. 

EgritHfs, i. 423. 

Egypt^ in what Scaibn of the 
Year it appears mod beautiful, 
iii. 2 $4. Superftition of its 
ancient Inhabitants, 29 3^ 
Caufe of its Fertility, 297. 
how the Egjftiaui water 
their Gardens and Plantations, 

305. the Countiy has been 
raisM by the Mud left by the 
Nile^ 307. its Harreft, 308. 
Vegetables, 310—315. Ani- 
mals, 316-^326. feme of its 
Curiofities, 327-^-330. Cli- 
mate, 330. Difeafes to which 
its Inhabitants are fubje^ 
332. its Government, 3S7. 
Religion, 391. Trade, Manu- 
£idures, and Artificers, 394-T- 

306. Drefs and Diet of the 
Natives, 396 — ^98, they 
look upon Foob and mad 



People as Saints, 398. Hi* 
flory of Egypt^ 398-— 401.. 

EU^ifisy Temple and Feaft of Q- 
ns at that City, i. 358. no^ 
Lepfina^ but little better than 
a Heap of Ruins, 35.9. My?- 
fleries of Ceres^ ibid. 

Elim, iii. 346. 

Elijhay goes to Damafcus to de- 
clare Hazael King, iii. 33. 

Embalming. Sec Mummj^-Pifs. 

Emirs, or Defcendants of AM?- 
met, iL 266. their Privilegii, 
267. Emir Hadgt, his Office 
and Pdrqoifites, iii. 3^9. 

Emmaus, iii. 249. 

Endor, w)iere Saul confulted the 
Witch, iii. 104. Enquiry into 
the Reality of SamutPt Appa- 
rition at that Time, 1 04 — i o 7. 

Engia, Gulph of, formerly the 
Sinus Saronicusy i. 318. 

Efhefus, if. 356. its Plain, 3^7. 
Caftle or Citadel, 358. Church 
of St. Jubn the Evangclift, 
359. Ruins of an Aquedudt 
and Circus, 360. of the Tem- 
ple of Diana, 361. that fa- 
mous Strudure burnt by He- 
rojiratus, 363. rebuilt, and by 
whom, 364. its Privilege of 
Jj^Ium, 36c. St. PauTs Pii- 
fon, 366. Hiflory diEpl::ftts, 

Epifteme, Mount, iii. 362. 

Erafiftratui,2iPhyi\.a2Xi^ rem-.r!c. 
able Story of his diicovcring 
the Caufe of Anti9chus\ 111- 
neis, who was in Love with 
his Mother-in-Law Stratonice^ 
ii. 282 — 285. 

Efdraeion, Plain of, iii. 113. 

EJprit, (St.) a Town upon the 
Rh^e^ with a noble Stone 
Bridge over that River, i. 59. 

Etefiofi Winds, iii. 304. 

.EunaekstilEiibcSiragiio^ ii. 10,1 1. 
D d z Fountain 
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fountain whcirie they (ay'tlfe ' 
lihiepiaH Eimoch was ba))- 
ticed b)r PMr>» ill. rt)J. 

tapbratis^ River» Etymology of 
the Namey iii. ai. 

if«n>«f» i. 4a j< 424. - 

Enjeine, or BMk^§it its Iirup* * 

tioA imo thitPhfmttii, iL> 64. 

• I. » 

P. 

Amp Remains of a TrU 
amplml AMi there, 1. 220. 

Ftrrmmt its RftftificacioitoyTnide, 
Unrv^ty; Clnuches and Pa- 
laces, i. 224. Natare of the 
Coontr^Tt 22 c; 

FHfrt/tztla, f ; 98. 

fhrence, DeTcription •f it» and 
particularly of the Duk^ 
new Pklace caWd P/>Ar, i. 9 
the fine Gallery 6f the ol 
Pklace, IOC; its Cathedral, 
102. funpraooft Chape], the 
Sornl-place of the Meiktan 
Faintly, 103. ^rade of Flih- 
ftnciy Charac>er ' and Diver- 
fxods of its Inhabitantsi 105. 
Power, 'R^'eni^es, and Forces 
of the Great Duke, 108, 109, 

Fontaindliottii. 42; 

Tranrty its CJvIl Govtfnfflent, i. 
38. Parliaments,/^!/ Coon- 
cils, 40. Air, 801), and Ri- 
trers, ihii. Well fkuated for 
Trade, 41. its chief Com-' 
moditi^ i^/V/. 

Fteneir^ th^ir' PeHbas, i.'^o. 
their Geuhis, ihid. tiiey are 
liti^ott, 31. Loirers of their 
Pj r b ie c , j2. gvrAi to 6amin#, 
Uid. Nobi% Hid Gentry of 
Framcty 33. IhSitAr^ Vbtnes 
or the Fnneyi^mi, - their 
Diet, 34. BKcrdftsy^y. Af. 
femblies ef fheirClet£^, 37* 



dtfler modk is t 
- from the kmHnm, #4. 
f^e/cati, or FntfcatitU €>& 
Anf^, of the iMaM,iit..Sl4« 

0^JlBTJ.-%.ttv 
(jr Gtf^if/*, a fcdmib of <kif- 
Jfaniimflii mhttc JmK9 

and CMJHmn lirf wUi gaeai: 

Freedom, ii.' 49. 
G«//^ defoflirf, t 237. 
Ga/Iicm Cfaiirch» i. 36; 
GallipoB^ I. 44J« iu Hiflon^» 



G/ir^/?; bombarded by tlie FrM^, 
i. x8. Gul^ of, 67. De- 
fcription of the ©tyf 68^-70. 
Manners and Caftom of <tm 
Gni9efeiJl,ft. abeiTattBOgth, . 

~ 72, 73. tbenr Govermnant, 
73. their Doge, yy. ibeCir- 
fUmrn have Icaig endeayoor'd • 

' to (hake oflF their SobyeftfoB to 
the Gemrfi, iML fiiQKt HiflaT 

ofGift^i^i-^?-' 
Gerrdm, Mount, lit. 117.- *•• 

mantmtTem^ opcmk, 119^ 
GermrU'% f8t.) Account of the 

PaUte there, i; 7; 8L 

GejSlmr, Kingdom of 8yn^yni^ 

26* 
Getbfefiumei Gardtkiof, iii. 180. 
Gihyle, the Bybbo of the Grefks^ 

iK> 39. iiippofcd' hf ' Mr. 

Makn4trtU to be the Coeritry 

of the ^ GiM^if mcotion*4r i» 

Scripture,- 40. 
Gize, or Gnfea^ iii. 296^ 
GUfs; from whenee the Hkit.of 

making it was taken, and bjr 

whom, iii. 1091 " « 
Gt(aA of an cxtnwrfiBtry Size 

made ufe of in the Hilj Lmmd^ 



iti. 214. 



G^afi^ 



INDEX^ 



GMVfiUr^ tf-jCmw^ the fi- 

ncft in the WMd» ii« 2984 



G#»i, Hand, L #74. 

C^ifilfy modcniy know utoc oi 
Ardute^tare, L )02. their 
Charaaer ahnoft the Reverie 
tS Ih^ andent^Otr/fMiMy 349. 
State of the Gmk Chinch in 
the7«rif>^I><nninkHii> 37$— 
413. Ennuqr- between the 
Ciwi Church and that of 
Ibmi% 4f 3. PkaQioet of the 
latter to compel the Qriiks to 
fiiUbribe to.^her Do6binc8p 
tffV. Story of Qftk/ P^ttriarch 
of Cmfmdmfks 4i3«— 422. 
Grmik Monk ilery hearty at a 
hundred ^^aoi^ twenty Yean of 
Age, who ihad never drank 
any "^Liqaor bat Wine and 
Biandy, ii. 34$* Ignorance 
of the prefait Gruk Phyfi- 
ciani, 3^. : Origin of the 
GtmI Abhafaet^ ill. jo. 

Qnif of Fmm/S^. i. 198. dtt 
Cani, 199. of i6i///iww, 313. 
OWenratkm of Mr. Mmm-^ 
dreit% rehRiDg tb GroHu^ iiL 
r8i. 

Grm^-Ftrrate^ i. 176. 

C jmmfi m m, what, i. 32$. 

H. . 

TJJMATH, Kiagdom Df 
IJ Syria^ iii. 26. 

l^irm, or Flight of Mm- 
l^mtt from Mccm- to Mtdkm^ 
from which Occurrence the 
BftmtMiiWi compute their 
Time, ii. 199. 
HiiJdhirg'Ubmxy.u if 2, 
Hs&df^, Ruins of that City, iiL 



He^lj* 



!t>jir/,i. 435, 440. 
i&my VIII, Letter of his 10 



Hirmdid^ i. 443. 

Ikr9 and riorffr^ their Stofjr^ 

HexmmlSk. i. 361. 

Atfnf^S^^fhb^ whttl^.i. 137. 

HimMip Valley o( iii, 1724 

ffff9€rmi9$. Prince of Phjfidtts^ 
. ;aNatiTeof Gftfyii. 376. in- 
vited hy ArtaxtrMU to the 
/'ff^ Court, when the Ptague 
raged in that Empve. bvtie'^ . 
^u^togo, 378. jsvoyiby 
viceable to the AAtmm on«» 
dcr the ianw Catsmigr* 379* 
their Gratitnde to hns. Mid. 
to what a kiw Bbbtha Art of 
Healing is fimk junoi^ the 
Gnth at prefent, 380. 

Hiff9€reni, i. 367. 

Hfff§foi4m$u,m. 316. 

K^tfik Kme of 9>v»hb Letter 
to King fi AwM MT t iii, 71, ^e? 
/nMM*sAnfweri72. 

Hofy LmiU, iii. 99. nigged Face 
of (bme But of the Country, 
1 22. how cultivated former- 
ly.tHd. its Fertility and Ph)«. 
dud» 123. 

Jlofy S^chre, Chnreh •( at 
Jmrm/kim^xn. 126^178. Ac- 
count of that Ordertf Kmjht- 
hood, and Ceremonies uied on 
confaring it. 1 8i^— 1 84. 

H^mir^ the Place of his Birth 
and Tfane he lived k.iincer% 
tain* ii. 891. Jt isnMftpio- 
bable he was a Native of 
Smjffiui^ 292. oreUeof^Ci>». 
323. EtynnologvofhisNaine, 
192. not bomolindi ML his 
furprifing GeniBH CbaraAer 
waa Affaaner of WrituiK^ 203. 
Teapk and Statue efeOed tp 
hia, and Mrdab flrack with 
his Name by the Smsfrmtmi^ 
MtL andby thef «M«f» 329. thei 
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SciotJprtteitd to ifaewhisScboo], 
322. and Dwell ng-houfe; 
328. AccoiinC of hit Works 
from their firfl Publioacion till 
they were brought into their 
prefent Condition, 324-7*328. 
unhappy Influenqe his' JH/id 
. hadvLponJ/ixofida'tktGn^, 
326, 327. 

Horc^, Mount, iii. 358. 

Hor/k'TaiJ^ military Enfign of the 

* furis, i. 270. 

Hj4tnaj ii. 167. 

tfymHiuSf Moantaiii in Gnece, 

. femous for its Hooey, i. 352. 
fine Frofpedl from the Top of 
it, 3^3. abounds with curi- 
ous Fiants, iU. 



yANlZARlES. protcft 
Strangers from Infulci in 
the Streets of the furkijh 
Cities, it. 47. curb the Power 
of the Grand Stgnior, 78, 
how paid, 94. particular Ac- 
count of that Body of Infan- 
try, 1 1 3 — 1 1 8. prone to Se- 
dition* and in what Manner 
they ihew their Difcontent, 
121. Revolutioiis they have 
occafion'd in the ^.wrkijh Em- 
pire, «ArW. (s^ycfif. their Power 
in Egypt, iii. 390. 

Ik'u^ Bird, lacrcd amongff the an- 
cient Egjpdum, lit. »85, 321, 
Bodies of thoife Birds em- 
balmed, 28^. now rarely met 
with in Egypt J 321. two 
Sorts of them described by 
Herodotus^ ibid, 

I;htuuman, iii. 319. 

Ida^ Mountain in Qnrd^, i 279. 
m. Plants and Shrubs, 280. 

Jehojkafhat, Valley of, iii. 173. 
remarkable Tilings toJbe.feen 



there, 174—176. tmvi^ 
gant Notion of iu being the 
Place of the Lail Judgpmt, 
176. 

Jmn-mrafi, pretty Vfllagc, ij. 372. 

Ji.ricbOf at prefcQt a mean Vil. 
lagc, iii 142. its Hiflory, 
143. its Date-trees, Oil, and 
Rofes, 152. 

Jtrufaltm^ the Author arrives 

' there, iii. 124. much reibrted 
to, ibid, its Situation, Walls, 
Gates^ and private BuiUiogs, 
125. Church of the Hn^^e- 
fakbre, 1 26—1 38. Ceieno- 
flDues obferv'd there by the 
Latims on Good Friday 9 1 30— 
133. Pilaff s Palace* 139. 
M^qne built where S^immi 
Temple flood, ihrd. . Dil^ 
reus iVay^ ihid. Pilgrims are 
guarded by the <79vemor of 
the City to the River J.ordn^ 
140. Grotto of Jtremth, 
153. Sepulchres of the Kings, 
ibid, Poolof^a/^'^rfrf, i5j; 
Ceremonies obTcrv'd \iy the 
Grifks and Armtniam evriy 
Eafttr-Eve in the Church of 
UMiHdyS.fmlibre, 165 — 168. 
feveral remarkable Places in 
and about the City, 169^-18;. 
its Antiquity, 185. Holineu, 
186. moft ilourifhing State, 
ihid, Defcription of SoUmTM's 
T-cmple, 187 — 192. that Ft* 
brick defboy'd by N^bucbaS' 

• nezxar, and rebuilt after the 
Captivity, 192. finally de^ 
flroy'd by 7i/«/, 193. parti- 
calar Account of die memo- 
rable Siege of Jerufaitm by 
Titus,' which ended in tht 
Ruin of that glorious City and 
Temple, 240 — 245. 

Jt/uits, i. 165. Proprietors of 
% great Part of Afulia, 205. . 
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ytwSf Summary of their Hiftoiy 
from their Egyptian Bondage 
to their .final Difperfion, iii. 
193—246. 

Jexretlj VaJlcy of, iii. 1 1 3. 

Imamsy or P^urifh-Pricfb among 
the TuriSy ii. 260. 

hnpiccMhilityy what, ii. 1 86. 

Infhmous Perfons, whoare deem*d 
fo, i, 7^. 

Inqutfitimit i. 1 66. 

Infiriptknj upon a Pedeiftal mi- 
demeath the Statoe of Lt^is 
XIV, 1. 26. on a Block of 
Marble in the lilandof Naxia, 
303. in the Grotto of jhii' 
fHu^Sy 31$. on thePedeftalof 
an Obeiiik at Comfiahtinfplij ii. 
28. others in that City, 32, 
33. 35. on the Tomb of 
Godfrey of Bouillon ^ and that 
of his Brother BaUwui, iii. 
134. 

J^oan of Arct i. 5. 

y-fif>a, now csiVdJafsiy m, »c6. 

Jonlofi, River, Pilgrims mialoM 
thither from Jerm/ulem at Ea- 
Jk^y iii. 140. what th«y da 
there, 145.' its tF«e Source, 
ibid, its Coorfe, 146. 

Ifibitiy Ifland, i. 202. 

Ifihfman Games, i. 362.- 

hMmn^ '■ their Manners diflRnriat 

• from thofe of the French, i. 
84. take great Care of their 

. HjghwaTs, 98. their Beha- 

* ^oiir to Strangers, 1^8. ftd- 
d5fted-t6 Jcaloufy, 179. fel- 

' dom dxiok- to Excefs, ihid. 
their farourite Studies, ihid, 
their PeHbns and Drefi, 180. 

- Fiihertds«7i»/. Diveriionsi 182, 
Rdigidn,' 183. begin their 

- 2)Kijrifttei-iee, 299. 

iteth', IndooMents to frt^bin 

' that CcMMry, i. 67. 'Roads 

fiiwfioiD ibcjBattdhth Vs^- 



Manner of uvrellibg in man/ 
Parts of Itafy, 260. Advice' 
to Travellers, iM, 

Jnbiliey what, i. 141. 

Juda:u, Sec HofyLemd. 

. K. 

jrAABAyt Name of tiit 

/V 1>mple at Mecca^ which 

the Mnhometans believe 

was built by jihrmkam^ li. 

243. 
Kan, or Am/. See Carofwm^- 

fera, 

Kizelbafchy or KMlhafeby Nttlie 
whkh the 7urks give to the 
Ferfiam by way of Obloquy, 
ii. 270. 

Khe^s^ or Osmal, at dOro^ iii;. 
262. annual CbremOtties and 
RqoicinM upon cutting ll)i 
Bank of the M7# and lettfeg 
th^ Water into it, 30 1> 30a.* 

Kijhouy RivA", iii. 1 1 3, 

Knights, of M //*, i. 266. of 
tiit Hofy Sepnlcbrey iii. 182. ■ 

Kcran^ OX Al^otan^ the Bible of 
the Mahometans^ iL 1 81, 
Meaning bf the Name, 2%^ 
in what Manner it was p«b- 
lifh'd, 221. Difterences ia 
the prefent Copies <A it^ ^Am/. 
how divided, 222. a confufe4 
and incoherent Work, ibid^ 
fine Copy of it (ent upon a 
Camel to Mtcca^ 247. for- 
bids the U(e of indrumental 
Mufick in the Service of 
God, 264. 



1 JBARUM,'u.^^. 
JU Le^^rhtb'mCemdia^i.t^i, 
not that built by D^a- 
his, 283. Sffpthut Laby- 
rinth, 



I N I> E X. 



rintli, in. 292. 

Ucui JJ^bMta. Sit Detid 
Sm. 

Ladamtm^ Mctliod of gtthcring 
it in CoMdrOf i. 288. 

iMgmieSf i. 230. 

loMdofProm/i. SetJbfyLmd. 

LoMgo, See Cm. 

L^diiJudmH^ iii. lis* 

i^ Vttttftm^ i. 228. 

ijaikiift Its Tobacco, tii. 253. 

hthm^ Fouiitaiii of, i. 11. 

LAan^ m, 120. 

L^hrm, and its Hsubour, i. 1 1 1. 
u brino inconceivable Profits 
totheDakeofTa^M^ ii2« 
proper School for thofe who 
woold nnderffamd the Uvmu 
Trade, 113. fine Statue of 
J>iike Fer£mmdl, Mi. Gal- 
ley-Slaves, 114. 

tijihm Wine, much efieem*d 
brthcAncknts, ii.281, 282. 

Uhwms. or LAm$M. ddcrib^d, 
particqiarly its Ced|Ui» ii» 

413 — 415- . 
liMm, what, L44«. 
JUMmt, i. 184* 

JUtMfdi^ >• 367- 

Utm/ls^ what thejr were os 
wiuck the B^ii/ ia iaid to 
havelbd, iii. 163. 

l$iS, and its Terntpiy, i. 86. 

t#n«r#, i. 212. Hiftoryof the 
S4mtu d^fa or H$(p Ho^ft. 
Ml. Scatue of the Vifgin 
adl*d Our Idufy •/ UritH. 
t\%. Tre^fuiy of the Hakp 
Bmjk^ 215. how it was 
known to be the VirgioX 

216. Cdhur and Apotneca* 
fy*s Shop bdooKing to it» 

217. Rdbit of Pilpims to 
this Place, 21S. 

Z^jfx, iei Sefcriptiooand U(es» 

iii. 312. 
Lutmn (Cyril) hii Stoiy ^nd 



L 413- 
422. 

ttftuBMoh, Vtmdum QatM at 
As^TBc, a himdred and eigh» 
teen Yean of Age, Us onme. 
ron Ifibe^ iL 300. never 
drank any thing htt Water. 

345- 
Idfmu^ L 47. corioos Cldck ii 
its Cathedral, 48, 49. iti 
HoTpital, 49. Town-hods 
and .other poUick Buildings 
$o. Antigviitici, ML. dni 
-CfOvenunen^ ^ i • oommodi* 
00s SitnatioB nr Tnde, ihiL 
its Fain, iW. Eqieiti siM 
Imports, {2. S€mlig(ur\'^- 
iqpoA that City, $3. 
fitmous Statoaiy, iL 
58*. 



grami 
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fJCSRJTJ. i. 212. 
Mi, or hUJcrn^ i. 46. 
JlacnMgA i. 423. 

Affadu, Ferry between It^fiiH 
and ittuMMhM^ iiL 402. 

-Mwfrx^ww. iii. 399» S44- 

MhM/, a Royal Palace a^ 
Forit. i. 42, 

hbMmH. hii Krth »d nnoT 
taee, ii. 176, aiarries a rich 
Widow, 178. betakes him- 
mf to fi»me a new fteli{^ 
179. affedb Redieoicat, u^ 
aflumes the Tklt of 4iy ik y 
God. 180. having ^*daiM 
Prafidytes, he b^pas openly 
to publifli his bipoCare at 
Jfcmi, i8i. pttlnds tt> re- 
ceive RtvdalKBS fiooa the 
AiHrelGafrHaMLcbeCbU 
kaan of thefe snpiBs m tfai 
Karm^ or Ifatagiriai Bible, 
^92. hnqgopfofedac JiRFr 
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fae retires to JMMSmm, tuid 
gtts an Army to fnpport bis 
CauTe, 185. fuppofed to have v 
been aififted ia lus Forgery by 
' a Pirfim Jtw^ and aCiv^VM 
- Mdfiic, 187, 188. bnNight- 

• Journey froan Mgtim to Jtrm- 
falemy and from thence to 
Heaven, 1 92-— 197; his Flight 
trom Mecca, which gave Oc- 
caTion to the MabometoM Epo- 

- cha called Che Acrv>iii» 199. his 
military Enterpnzes^ zo i , 204, 
207. his Stories concerning 

• the Temple of Mecca, 203. 
why he forbad his Difciples to 
drink Wine, 206, 207. his 
Empire and Heligioii efta- 
blifh'd throughout all Arabia, - 
212. he <ues, complaininfl^ 
hiach of the <Poiibn that had 
been given him three Years 
before, ih. he is buried at Mt- 
dina, 21). his Perfon, Cha- 
racter, and Wives, 2 1 5-*-2 1 9. 

Mahmetjm Religion: See 7i/r/f/. 
Chief Seas amo^| xi^^Maifo- 
metans, ii. "268-^173. 
' Main and FtmaUs, their Num« 
bers nearly equalj ii. 163. 

Malta, J(land# i. 263. the City 
divided into three Parts, Was. 
Valetta, ib« U B^rgo, 264^ 
and tifiia, ib. its Catliedral^ 
ib. Palaces, 26^. Treafury» 
ib. Prifon for Slaves,- ib, O* 
rigin and EAablifhment of its 
knights, 266.: Prefeot State 
of the Order, 267. End of 
its inftitution, 269. their Gal- 
lies^ and Revenues, ib. In- 
' fifOiee of' their Bravery, ib. 

^ fiuther AccdOnt of (he Ifland, 

• i7ir iCs Air, Soil, and Pro- 

- due^fl 272. Perii»is> Lan- 
] geigef and ChaKia«r of its ■ 

IiiMMii|iits»: B73« 



Mamaimkes, iiL 4<)t* 

MtfjMx, whaiii i. 133. 

Mnm, with, wluch the T/ra ItUi 
were fed, the Meaning of thd 
Name, uA wh« it was, iu. 

'99- .„ 

Manj9ura, *. 254. 

Marms, (M. in) a treoA Mer« 
chant, with whom the Au* 
thor becomes intimHtely ac* 
quainted at Vmte, and who 
SMXOmpanies him during the 
Remainder of his Travels, i. 
261. diverts him from the 
Thoughts of returning to Eng* 
lamd^hzx his Skknefe at O** 
fioHiiudple, 447. his ferthet 
Services, ii. 276. rttums with 
the Author to MmrfeiUe:, i"» 
404* 

MiwU, i. 8. Machine of, 12. 

Marmora, Sea of, L 445^ 

Marowitei, ChrifHans inhabiting 
Mount LiboMut, an Account 
of them, ii. 416—420. 

^brfdiUs, a fine Seaport on the 
Mtditerrantan^ i. 6$. tho 
Frgncb King's Galleys kept 
there, ib. very populous, 66, 
the adjacent Counoy full of 
pleafant Seats, f^. great Num« 
ber of Slaves there, ib. the 
City coniiderable for. its Ma- 
nufadlures and Conunerce, ib. 
the Author embarks there fot 
Gema, 6j. arrives there a- 
gain in kis Way xa Enjand, 
iii. 404. 

Mmfontes, Account o( Uiem, ii. 
221. 

Maftick-Tric^ or Leotifi;,*i. 298. 
fine ones in Sdp, ii. 3 1 6, 3 1 7. 
Ufes of the Gum they yield, 

318,319- 

Mattarea, ViOage, iii. 2^^. 
good W^ter in its Nqghbour- 
hood, 256. 
£ C , MautQmgUr 
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Mauromok^ Greek Monks there 
exempt from the Capitation- 

' Tix,and why, ii. 71, 72. 

MoMjo^eim, what, i. 1 34. 

Micca^ an Account of the Pil- 
grimage which the Mahome- 
tans make to that Place, u. 
242 — 248. 

Medallhnsy i. 88. 

Megara^ 1. 360. 

MHbahy Rock of, iii. 360. 

Metelin^ the ancient Lejhos^ Ac- 
count of the Iflandand of the 
iUoflrious Perfons it has pro- 
duced, ii. 278 — 285. 

Metetinatu^ ii. 333. 

Meudon^ Palace of, i. 41. 

Me^eiofuiies, See Dtmjtfes. 

Mikias^ Pillar for meafuring the 
Rife of the M'/f, iii. 296. 

Milatty the Duchy of, ibmetimes 
caird the Garden of Italy ^ i. 
79. Defcription of the City 
and Cathedral, 80, 81. Ca- 
non Settala'h Cabinet of Cu- 
riosities, 82. Ambrofian Li- 
brary, ib, remarkable Echo 
near Milan y 83. Civil Go- 
vernment of the City, ih, 
Tafte of the Nobility and 
Gentry, 84. Trade and Ma- 
nufaftures of Milan, ih. Ex- 
tent of the Ducliy, ib, its 
Hillory, 85. 

Milo, Ifland,i. 291. Town, 292. 
Natural Hiftory of theliland, 
292 — 296. Manners of the 
Inhabitants, who are moft of 
them Greeks^ 296, 297. they 
chufe their own Magiftrates, 
1^. two Eifhops in the Ifland, 
298. Etymology of its Name, 
ib. its Hiftory, 299. . 

Mi/evnm, i. 20 1. 

Modena, i. 90. fhort Account of 
the Duchy, 91. 

Matris, Lake of, an Account of 



it, iiL 290 — 292^ 

Monte- Jlcino, i. 1 1 7. 

Monttfiafcone^ i. X 1 8. 

Montelimartf i. 5, 8. 

Monterofit i. 119. 

Mo/aic Work, what, i. 115. 

Mount of tht BeatitMdeip m. 107/ 

. of Mojej, 362.. 

Mu/lti, one degraded and put to 
death, ii. 129 — 131. liis Of- 
fice and Aurhority, 258. Ti- 
des given him by the Sultan, 
259. Extra^ cf a Sentence 
denounced by a Turkijb Mufti 
againft the Tutor of a Sophi 
of Perfiay 269. 

Mmmm^-Pits, in Egypt y iiL 283. 
Mummies or embdm'd Bo- 
dies defcrib*d, 284. thehr 
Coffins or Chefts, 284* 286. 
Bodies of Birds, particularly 
the Ibisy fo preferved, 285. 
fquare Boxes placed at the 
Feet of the Mummies, 286. 
Httle Images faki to be found 
in the Mummy-Pit$, ib, E- 
Eyptian Manner of Embalm- 
mg, 287 — 280. 

Murexy or Purple. Pifh, iii. 68» 

69. 

Mm/catello, or MufcaMne Wine, 

i. 118. 
Mttffulmany Meaning of the 

Word, ii. 133. 
Muftaphj. II. ^urkijh Emperor, 

Account of his being depofed 

by the Soldiery, ii. 12Z-— 

129. 

N. 

NAll^y or HalMy iii. 104* 
Namely fome fuperftitioua 
Oj>inions concerning 
them, ii. 255. thofe moft in 
favour with the Turksy 256. 
Naphtha y whati iii. 24. 
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N^es defcribed, i. 1S9. Mtrft- 
de of St. JaMitarius*% Blood, 
190. does not abound with 
Antiquities, 191.^ Genius and 
Manners of the NtafoliiansM 
203. their Hiflory, 204. Pof- 
feffions of the Clergy, 20$. 
Taxes, 206. Revenues of the 
Kingdom, ibid. Forces, Md. 
Trade and Manufadures, 207; 
Unhappine(s of NapUs and 
Sicily, 208. 

Nttphfa^ and the adjacent Coun- 
try, iii. \ij. (hort Hiftoiy of 
it, 118. 

Naxia, Capital of an liland 
call'd alfo Naxia or Nmxosy i. 

301. few Antiquities in it, 

302. Greek Infcription, 303. 
high Mountain call*d Zia^ 
ihid. an agreeable and fruit- 
ful Countiy, 303, 304. La- 
tins and Greeks do not agree 
together, 304. Gentlemen 
o( Naxia, ih:d* Ladies, 30$. 
Trade and Commodities, iind. 
State of Religion, 306. an- 
cient Hifiory, f^/V* 

NMScareth, Latin Convent and 
Church there, iii. loi. Houfe 
of Jofeph^ 102. the holy 
Places in its Neighbourhood, 
108. 

Necbo, King of Egyft, -fends 
Pbctnician Mariners but of the 
RedSea to difcover the Coafb 
of Africa, who (ail round that 
Part of the World, and re- 
turn to Egypt through the 
Streights ol Gibraltar, iii. 5 3 . 

Negropont, i. 423. 

Nem, i. 1 77. 

Nicephorui (St.) ftrange Stor)' of 
his Beard, iii. 45. 

"Sicofia^ Capital of Cyprm, ii. 
401. 

Ihle, River, the Fertility of £- 



gyft owine to it, Iii. 297. iCi 
Sources,!^/ Cuarads, 297* 
298. Coarfe, 299. Branches, 
ih. Account of iu annual In- 
undation, its Caofes and £f- 
itOa^ 299 — 308. Methods 
ufed to laife Water firOjDi the 
KiU, 305. Mvd left Ify thai*. 
River hv raifed the Sur&osl 
of the Land, 307. 

Normandy, Account of it, i. 6. 

Nofiradamusi the famous French 
Aftrolog^, buried at Aix^ i, 
64. 

Nymphotoma,hy whompra^'di^ 
ii. 254. 



OBIZZI, Marchionefs of^^. 
remarkable Stoiy concern- 
ing her and a Gentleman of 
Padua, i. 229. 

Olives of Gethfemane, iii. 180. 

Olivet, Mount, Qr Mount of O- 
lives, what is moft remaricabie . 
there, iii. 178 — 180. 

Ofymtus, Name of feveralMoun- 
tarns, ii. 403. 

Onocrotahu, Bird fo call*d by 
Plifty, perhaps the Pelican^ 
frequent about the Seas neai; 
Smyrna, ii. 301, 

Ommamancy, what, ii. 255. 

Ophir, Trade carried on thither 
by Solomon f iii. 370. various 
Conjectures abput its Situation, 
37c — ^y6. Account oS the 
Trade thither froni King Da^ 
vid to the prefent Time, 376 
—378. * ^"^ ' 

Opium, much eaten by the Turki^ 
ii. 145. how it is prepared, 
ib. 

Orange, City and Principality of, 
i. 60. 

Orleans, Maid of, i. 6. 
E e 2 OJ^yarim, 
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0>W^,wl»r,i. 351. 
OJirUh, Hi. 321. 
GtraMt9j fbrmaly Hjdrtmttim, i. 
^62. 



jyJDUJ, i. 225. once anc- 

/^ ry flouriihing City, 226. 
Fadlions and Quarrels a- 
mongfl the Nobility, foment- 
ed b^" the Fenetians to keep 
them from revolting, ib, the 
Univerfity has loft its Repu- 
tation, 227. Story of St, 
Antboafi preaching to an Af- 
fcmbiy of Fifties, ih, the 
Town-Hail, 228. Manu- 
fadVure of Qoth, 229. its 
Silks, A, Government, 230. 

fal^'lyrus^ iii. 63. 

P^ttftine, See Hofj Land, 

Pattjhinay i. 175. 

Palm, Sec Date-Tree. 

Paf:athtiuea^ Account of (hat 
Feftiv^, ii. 379. 

Pafyru.'y OX BihluSj an Egyptian 
Fl^t, the Ules to which it 
was applied, iii, 311. how 
they made Paper of it, ib. 

parMiife, See Eden, 

P^rechiat built on the Ruins of 
the ancient Paras, i. 309, 

pu^ii. Origin of its Name, i. 

13. its Ciuarters or Wards, 

14. Royal Palaces, ib, its 
Churches, 17, |8[. Univer- 
fity, 1 9. Academies, 22. pub- 
jick. Libraries, 23. HofpitaJs, 
2 1. Places or Squares, 25. 
Gates, 27. Bridges, 28 com- 
pared with Lond.n^ 29. its 
farliajmcnt, 38. 

Park (S:. J mes's) the famous 
./^ Njautre's Opinion of it, 
i. 16, fiWQ Park at Fontaine- 



Pamm^ i. «7. Dtke*! Fihee» 
88. Chanaer of the Inkai- 
bitants, 89. Hittoy of the 

Duchy, ib. 
ParmJ/us^ \. 36S. 
Paro^ or- Pmvs^ ^mmtt for its 
Marble, L 308. Itetiiem Mar- 
ble preforrM to the Grecian 
by modem Stantaries, ih. A- 
rundel Marbles brought from 
this Iftand, 509. Churches 
and Convents, 300, 3 10. Cha- 
ra^er of the Inhabitantt« 3 lo. 
Trade and Produce of the 
Country, 311. its Hiftory, ih. 
Pajquin, Sutue of, i. 1 62. 
Pajport, Firman, or Cominand 
ment from the Grand Sigmor, 
Copy of one, L 320. 
Patmos, Iflmd, now calPd Pati- 
• no or Palmofay ii. 349. has 
good Harbours, 349, 350. 
Houfc of the Af^jcalytfo^ and 
St. John"^ Grotto, 351. St 
J9hn% Banifiiment to that \- 
fland, ib. whether the Rfve- 
lotion is canonical, 352. Go- 
vernment of the Ifkttid, and 
Account of the Women, 353, 
its Antiquities and Nat oral 
Hiftory, 354. 
Pairom^ fuppofed to be the an- 
cient B'trus, iii. 39. 
Pawa, memorable Battle fought 
near it, i. j^. Defcripcion of 
the Place, 79. 
Paufantas^ Tome Account of th^ 

Author, i. 322. 
Paufilyto^ Grotto of, i. 198. 
Pelican defgribed, ii. 301, 
Perato, i. 303. 

Ptrftans, their young Women 
have Par: of tiie liymfb^ cut 
off, ii. 254. think a Name 
contributes to the good or ill 
Fortune of a Child, 25c. they 
^\% not the only People (Wha 
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Itfve p9ea into diat Siqper* 
ftition, ih. Pnfoms and iarJb 
abhor one another, 268. 

Pffiro, i. 220. 

Fb^ndciam^ ancknt, their Geni- 
us, Arti6oers Trade and Na- 
vigatkn^iii. 50—^3. Paitof 
their Hifloiy, 54, (g / jf . 

Piacrnxa, Plateatim^ or Piidfnce^ 
i. 86. 

Pj/2i, i. 109. leaning Tower 
there, 110. Aqu«iu^ ih, 
fhort Aoooont of that Repub- 
jiclc. ivj, 

Pi/ateih, a little River, i. 22 1 . 

Pi/cina mrMiis^ i. 202. 

PittaaUf an Account of hisit ii. 
279. 

Plague, its Symptoms, iii. 335. 
its Origin, 336. Caofe of its 
fadden Ceflation in Egypt, 

337- 
Piiny the Naturalift, fuflfocated 
as he was taking a View of 
Fefu^ius, i. 193. 

P^HTy^ i. 7. 

Putfcarf^ iird Bi(hop of Smyrna^ 
his ^^utyrdom, ii. 288. 

Pplygany^ Arguments for and a- 
gainllit, ii. 159—165. 

Pompey^s Pillar, ac the Entrance 
of the Biuek Sta. ii. 70. at 
Akxandrtay iii. 403. 

P^, his Ecdefiaftical Power, \. 
163. his Temporal, 165. his 
Miniflers, 167. his Honours 
and Titles, 170. Ceremo- 
nies at his Coronation, 171. 
no Pope has reigned four and 
twenty Years, 172. 

P9rto Leone, i. 318. 

Porus, Ifland, i. 356. 

Proeifa, lilanii, i. 202. 

PropTnus, i. 443. 

Protogenes, fine Piece of that 
Painter, ii. 591. 

Pr^^^nc^ ftort Hi.torf of It, i. 



64. its Ajr,Fhiits,Oa, Side* 
worms, and Fifli, ik. Cha- 
naer and Tirade of lis Id- 
habitants, 65. 

Purfie, of tyre, iii. 67. Ac- 
count of the Shell-Fiih from 
whence it was extraded, 68, 
69. 

Ptomlip the ancmt Pmtmli^ L 
200. Pillars there, which 
bare been miftaken ibr the 
Remains of CdSr]pMb*s&ridge, 

PjrmmUb^ Defcription of the 
three greac ones of Mmipbis^ 
or of Ghu, as they are now 
call*d, iii. 269^-276. by 
whom built, and ^r what 
End, 276-— 280. in wluit 
Manner, 280. Nomber of 
Men employed, 281. 

Pyfkag§ras, Native of Senim^ 
fome Account of that Fhilo* 
fopher, his Learning, and Fol- 
lowers, ii. 346-— 349. 



fxUAILS, ynSL Flights of. 
\J them cover the Camp 

** ^ i^^of the Ifreedhes, iii. 199. 
the Miracle repeated, 204. 

^iiULremiama, high Mountain, 
where they lay the Devil 
ibew*d our Saviour the King- 
doms of the WorM, liL 142, 

R.. 

T\ACOVU i. 369. 
/v RetJii$fam^ i. 117. 

Raimemt of the Jfreulites 
preferv'd from decaying dur- 
ing their forty Years wandring 
in the Wildemefi, iii. ^07. 
Ram, Battering, iiL 86. 
Rama, or Ramu/a, iii. 249. 

Ramfz'0ig, 
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JtmiKim^ or Ramadcm, a Tinr- 
JkfJ^ Fztt, ii. 236 — 239. 
fcckoD*d a very heinous Crime 
CO drink Wine during that 
Time, 257. 

RaveuMa^ i. 222. good Water 
▼ery fcarce there, 223, 224. 

RidStMy why fo call'd, iis. 369. 
Trade earned on through it 
before the Difcovery of the 
Cape of G99d Htpe^ 3 70. and 
■bi early as the Time of Solo- 
many did. Paflkge of the If- 
wmlitet through it, where- 
abouts, 378. proved to be 
miracalous, 379 — 386. 

Rtggio, i. 90. 

lUaM (St,) a pretty Seaport, 
SI 67. the neighbouring Coun- 
try called the Paradife of holy ^ 
ibid, remnrkable for its Plan- 
tations of Palm-Trees, M/V. 

Itffbidimy Plain of, iii. 360. 
KxkciMmhmh, ib, Vido- 
jy gained there by the lfra$- 
Hies over AmnUky 36 1 . 

JUtiwfy i. 278. its Malmfey 
Wine, 285. 

lUwiaHony of St. John^ whe« 
ther it is canonical or not, 

«. 352^ 353- 
KmdiSy Ifland, ii. 383. City, ib. 
ks Fortifications, 384. its 
Harbours, 38^. Head of a 
Dragon faid to have been 
kiird by.one of the Knights 
of St. John of Jeru/alemy 

386. its Air, ib, Produdl, 

387. CololTus, ib, — 390. 
Behaviour yf DemttriMsvfhtn 
he befiegcd Rhotfes^ 390. Hi- 

■ftory of the Ifland, 393 — 
400. 
"Rhubarb y whence it comes, ii. 
173- 



Rkmm^ the andent Armbmrn^ 

i. 221. 

Rodoftoy or Rmdiftoy i. 44 c. 

Rmda^ ^eafant Ifland m the 
ViUy iu. 296; Mildat or Hih^ 
miter there, ib. 

Romty its Hills, Extent, and 
Number of Inhabitants, i. i zo. 
Temples, 122—125. Tri- 
umphal Arches, 125. Co- 
lumns, 126. Baths, 129. 
Aqueduds, 130. Fountains, 
131. Catacombs, 132. Se- 
pulchres, 134. Obeltflts, 136. 
Theatres, 138. C*rrr, 139. 
Bridges, ibid. Churches, 140. 
Hofpitab, 147. Colleges, 
149. Palaces, 150. Piazza's 
or Squares, 162. principal 
Courts in i?tf«/, 166. Gover- 
nor of the City, 1 67. Provi- 
fions we meet with there, 
185. ancient Rome was indebt- 
ed to Athens for her Arcs and 
Learning, 351. 

Rcncig/rone, i. 119. 

Rp/e/ayw, a Place near Tvrr, re- 
markable for what they call 
Sohmon's Wells or CifternSy 
iii. 64. particular Defcripdon 
of them, 69, 66. 

RQ/itto, its Situation, Extent, 
and Trade, iii. 401, 402. 

Rtftrumy or Beak of a Roman 
Ship, i. 70. 

Rota^ VL Court Sit Romey i. 98.' 

Rouen, the Capita] of Norman- 
dfy i. 3. Story of a Dragon 
there, 4. 

RovigOy i. 225. 

Ruhicony River, by what made 
famous, i. 221. 
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QACCJRJ, an Account of 

^ the Mommy-Pits tliore, 
iii. 283. 

Sacrijiy^ what, i- '44* 

SadiLcees, an Account of them, 
ii. 178. 

W Ammomacum of the An- 
cients, iii. 327. prefent Man- 
ner of preparing it in Egjfii 
328. 

Salforata^ Rivulet^ ^ I75* 

Smlonica^ its Tobacco, ii. 147. 

Samaria^ twice befieged by i^- 
ha^ad, but in vain, iii. 29, 32. 
its prefent State, and ihort 
Hifloryofit, 114 — 116. 

Samosy Ifland, ii. 331. Situation 
of the ancient City of Sames^ 
33^. Remains of its Walb, 
and other Tokens of its Mag- 
nificence, 336. Ruins of the 
Temple of 7iMi«, 337. Inha- 
bitants of the liland live hap- 
pily, 341. its Natural Hiflo- 
ry, 340 — 345. Dreisofthe 
Women, 346. ib-ange Light 
feen about its weftem Cape, 

375- 
Sannazariusy Account of him 

and his Tomb, i. 192. 
Santonsy Ideots who are reputed 

Saints among the Turks, ii. 

266, 
Safhet^ iii. 107. 
Saphrin (St,) a little Town 

noted for its Poft-Aifes, i. 54. 
Sapphoy caird the Tenth Muft, 

li. 280. 
Scalumyoa^ ii. 355. 
Scammony of Sam(u and other 

Places, ii. 344. 
Scarpa nto^ liland, Ii. 382. 
Scioy Qfio, or ChieSf Ifland, ii. 

306. its chief Town called 



alio $09, its QOUe and Har- 
bour, il. the Ifland veiy po- 
pulotts, 307. how itv go- 
vem*d, it. State of ReiigM 
there, 307 — 310. Face of 
the Countiy, 311. its Wines, 
312. Oil; Silk, Wool, and 
Cheefe, 313. Method of 
cultivating their Figs by Ca- 
prification, 313— 3x6. Ob- 
iervations of M. Tmrme/ort 
upon that Art, 316. IrfWMfs, 
which produce the Gum call*d 
Majiuk, ib, the Tree deibib- 
ed, and how the Mailick is 
gather'd, 317. its Ufes, 318, 
319. Xht Terebitahm^ otTut-^ 
pentine-Tree, 319. Virtues 
of the Turpentine, 320. Jwc 
Springs, 321. Partridges bred 
up tame, 322. feveral emi- 
nent Men bom in Sob, ib. 
^«w/r*s School, ib. andDwd- 
ling-houfe, 328. Medals ffarzck 
Jnhonour of him, 329. Per- 
fons and Manners of the pre- 
fent iSaefi, 329. then- Lam- 
ing, and the Liberty they en- 
joy, 330. 

Scutari, ii. 54. 

ScythioHSy their Charader, ii. 67. 

Sdivrea^ or SeUmhria, i, 446. 

Semgaglia, or Simgailia, 1.219^ 

Sens, in Cl}a$Hpagtu, i. 43. 

Sepharia^ or Se^ris, iii. 100. 

Serich, Mount, iii. 362. 

Serpho, or Sirpbanto, i. 301. 

Setitui, Athens corruptly fo callM, 
i. 315. Set Athens. 

Sibyls, u 147. Ctunaam Sibylp 
370. 

Sidon, French Fa^ry there, ii. 
276. tha Conful obliged to 
go every Eafier to Jeru/mltm, 
*^. and 374. its prefent Con- 
dition, iii. 48, 49, Account 
of the ancient Sidonimu, and 
of 
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of the PktfndOfis in genenl, 
50 — 53. Hillory of Sid$m, 
54—61. 

Sidmc.iay Greek Convent near 
Damafcus^ iii. 10. 

Sunnay i. 114. its fine Cathe- 
dral, 115. Pillar with a bra- 
zen Wolf upon it, 1 16. great 
Square, ih. Traditions con- 
cerning St. Catharine^ ih, the 
ItaUam Tongue fpoken there 
in its Purity, 117. Govern- 
ment of the City, ih, 

Simii, Moontt Gmi Convent of 
Sf. Catharine there, iii. 347. 
its Church, 348. aullere LiSfe 
of the Monks, 349. their 
Gardens, ih. Weils, 350. 
how the Convent is governed, 
ih. by whom founded, 351. 
Reception of Pilgrims » ih. 
Story of St. Catherine^ ^fyZ, 
Patent of Mahomet to the 
Monks there, and to Chriftians 
in general, 353—355- ^- 
fcnption of the Mountain, 
and what is remarkable about 

i^ 356—363. 

Sing/itofi, (Mr.) his Chara£Ver, i. 
2. his Qualifications for tra- 
velling in It^/jy 67. very 
much delighted with the Cu- 
riofities in tite Duke*s Palace 
at Pa7jfia, 88. tolerably fldU'd 
in Phyfick, 26 1 . admires the 
*Tra^ata^iM on Mount iJa^ 
280. is very ferviceable to the 
Author in his Sicknefs at Con- 
ftimtimfpii^ 447. 

Sipbamff Of Sipbftes/i. 300. 

Sfyros, Ifland, i. 430. Image of 
St. Ge9n€ there, 43 1 . Hiibry 
of the Coontiy, 433. 

Smyrna^ its Port, ii. 285. Dc- 
fcription of the Ci^y, 286. 
its CafUes, 286, 287. Buft 
of the Amaxm its reputed 



Foundrefi, 287. Fra^^enti 
of St. P9lycarf^6 Tomb, 288. 
its State compared with the 
fix other Cities of JJia met- 
tiofi'd in the Aptudjpfi^ 289. 
Straio^s Acooont of the an- 
cient City, 290. Story of 
HmMr'9 fiirth, to which Ho^ 
Hour Smyrna feems to have the 
bed Title, 292. hoc Baths 
near the City, 294. its Hi- 
ibry, 29^ — 297. its Trade 
and Englijh Fadory, 297, 
298. Plrafantnefii and Plenty 
of its Neighbourhood, 299. 
its unhealtlifttl Situation, ih* 
fubjedl to Earthquakes, 300. • 
its Sheep with large Tails, ih. 
Pelican defcrib*d, 301. Cha- 
meleon, 302. ^jood Compa» 
ny at Smj^ma^ and the £flr«- 
peans live there in a friendly 
and agreeable Manner, 286, 

299t 374. 
S:dm^ Gomorrah, and other Ci- 
ties in the Vale of $idJ:M^ 

fome Conjc^ures about them, 

iii. 148, 149. 
Soifatara, a burning Hill, the 

Manner of preparing Alum 

upon it, i. 200. 
Sixna, znd Sonnites, ii. 197. 
Soriano, CaiUe of, i. 119. 
Sount, Enptian Tree, m. 313. 
Spabis, fnrkiJhOwahy, ii. no. 

their Pay, 112. 
Sphinx, what, iii. 282. rat 

Head of one near the i^ra- 

mids defcribed,' ih. 
Stadium, what, i. 3*8. 
Stanchio, See Ccj. 
Storks in Egypt, iii. 321,3 22. 
SutK, Account of that Seaport, 

iii. 339, 340. 
Suffiies, what, iii. 78. 
Suggiftum, from whence C^Jm 

iurangued his Soldicr», i. aat. 
SukaOf 
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^tsm, or Grand Sipuw^ lus 
Power, ii. 77^ hb Milka 
callM Jiman or Tiautrhit^ ib. 
I'ides giFcn him by his Sob- 
jeds, 79. his Pages in the 
Seraglio, ik ^ feqq. Officers 

' there, 85. Officers of Suue^ 
86. how he gives Audience co 
AmbafladorSy 94 — 98. his 
Revenues, 105. his Trea- 
fury, 106. his Forces, 107. 
how he appears on iLt firft 
Day of the Bmrmm^ 241. 

Zm% itanding (till at the Com- 
mand of JpfiyuA^ various O- 
pinions concerning that Mira- 
cle, iii. 200 — 212. 

^urees^ their Religion, iii. 43. 

S^mmirt^ fuipizing ones men- 
tioned by M. 7hivenot^ iii. 
301. 

Sjra^ Ifland, i. 317. inhabited 
chiefly by Laiims^ ibid. Cha- 
rader of the Native;, ih. 

.fyria, its Hifbiy, iii. 26 — 3^. 



TAB ELLJ'voti'ua, what it 
was, i. 227. 
ITc^, Mount, iii. 102. 
whether it 'be the,Pla^ of our 
Lord's Transfiguration, 103. 
the Rendezvous of Barak's 
Forces, 104. fine Profped 
from the Top of it» ih. 

^TagliacaxxjOy or ^alituotius^ 2. 96. 

^ain, or l^bin^ a liale I'own re- 
markable for its excellent 
Wine caird Hemutagt^ i. 57. 

TaJifmans^ what they are, i. loi. 

TaroMfuIa^ Account of that Spi- 
der and the Effeds of its Bite, 
i. 209, 210. 

7arpiiaH Rock, i. 121. 

TemfU of So/$mtm, See Jiru/k" 
km, 

Tettidos, I. 435. 
Vol. IU. 



TerthtMtJIms, or Turpcn^ne.Tffr 
iL 319. 

Terraciaa, i. 186. 

Thmhamf, large EiffHmi Sty- 
pents,iii. 324, 

narjSbifi?, Trade canied op thi- 
ther by SaipMw,^ 370: ;Sce 
Ofbir, 

Tbtbes^ I 373. 

nariim, Ifland and Town, u 
318. 

%i rmofyl^r^ a narrow Pais,L 3^. 

Tiara^ defcribed, i. 171, 

Jtmariots^ ii. 107. 

T^wZr, the ancient Tihmr^ L 174. 

^^r, its Harbour, CaAle, and 
Inhabitants, iii. 344. curious 
Produdions of the lUd Sm 
thereabouts, ihid, 

^•rfmt^ i 78. 

TomchAoMf, what it is, L loi. 

79mrt4t&, Village, ii, 371. 

^ragacmaba^ or Goat's-Thoni» 
L 280. 

Tret'Frog^ Deicriptioa of it, ii. 
. 37f 

Tfvtmur, i. 46. 

Tripoli ^ in Syria^ Defbipdon cf 
it, ii. 411. 412. 

^rochilms^ Bird, iii. 319. 

Trofbauus^ Oracle of, i. 368. 

^rufflts^ i. 89. 

Turkey, i. 277. has undergone 
frequent Rc\'olution8, ii. 78. 
Law-Suits not common in 
Turkey^ and (pccdily deter- 
n""'^» 9'» 92. Company of 
-Ei^/J^ Merchants trading n» 
Titripr, 1 73 — 1 76. Rife and 
EOabliihment of the TurldJIb 
Empire, 274 — 276. 

7»i/, negled their Foitifica- 
, tions, except on the Side of 
the German Empire, i. 277. 
take delight in Hawking, 290. 
tolerate all Religions^ *375. 
fometimes ride into the Hou- 
fes of the Qre.ks^ 442. do not 
F f ' ^' ^ ^Sb^ 
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9Sc€t magnificent HoufeSi u. 
15. make ttfe of Chaplets, 
21. their Feats of Horie- 
minfhipy 27. their Behavi- 
our in Time of a PefHlence, 
44. Punifhrnents in ofe a- 
mongft tliem^ 100 -—104. 
their Mtmier of encamping 
and marching, 11 9, 119. 
good Discipline obferv*d in 
their Armies^ 1 20. Advanta-* 

?!s gaihM over them by Prince 
mgem, 132. their mtval 
Force^ 136. their Genhu and 
Temper, 139. Pcrfons, 140. 
Habits, 141. Food, 144. 
Manner of eating, 146. Fru- 
gality and Temperance, 147. 
A6W they entertain their Vi- 
firers, ih, their Salutations, 
148. Beds, 149. Dtverfions, 
it, manly Exercifes, 1 50. Cha- 
rity, 151. it extends to irrati- 

. onal Animals, and even to 
Plants and Trees, 1 5 1 — 153. 

. their Marriages, 1 ^4. Con- 
cubines, 156. Divorces, 157. 
Mourning and Funerals, 166. 
Opiaions relating to the Dcth], 
167. Burying-Grounds, 168. 
Trade, 169. &* /eqf. their 
Y6ar, 199. their Faith, 223. 
have a great Veneration for 
yg/tu Chri/t 226. pra£Hcal 
Part of their Religion, vnc 
their Wafhings or Purificati- 
ons, 226—230. Prayers, 230 
—235. Alms-giving, 235. 
Faflof R/imfKon, 236. Bai- 
r^m, or Feftival, 240. their 
Pilgrimage to Mecca, 242— 
248. Circumcifion, 249, 2^3, 
Kaming of their Children, 
255. their Sabbath, 256. arc 
prohibited Wine, Swine's- - 
Flefh, and Things ftrangled, 
256,2^7. their Bcdefiafficks, 



298 — 261. Orders of RcK- 
gioos, 261—^-267. principal 
Se6ts among them, 267 — 273. 
Origin ard Hifibry of the 
Txrh, 274, they hale the Per- 
fiam^ 268. 

Turpeneinea^ Sciof StraJ^rg, 
Femce^ and BoBrdemtXyV,. 320. 

Turfuois Stone, i. 102. 

Tufcawf^ general Account o^ it, 
i. 106. Italian Proverb con- 
cejnin^ k, 1 1 7- 

fjBery River, i. 120. its Water 
muddy, 1 86. 

Tyrey its Appearance at a Di- 
ftance, iii. 62. little elfe than 
a Heap of Ruins, 63. inha^ 
bited by a few poor Filhermen, 
sh, what it was anciently. A, 
its Ports, 64. its former Ri- 
ches and extenfive Commerce, 
66, 67- its Purpk. 67, 68, 
the Invention of Dying attri- 
buted to the Tyriam, 69. Hi- 
(lory of Tyre^ and particular 
Aca>unt of its famous Siege 
and Deih^cUon by AUxatukr 
the Great, 70 — 94. 



rrJLENCE, i. 57. Bones 

f/ of a Giant due up there, 

58. Conduits fuppofed to 

have been built by Julua 

Cafar^ ih. a great deal of 

good Company in the Place, 

ib. 
Vafqiux de Gama^ a pBrtufft-fe^ 

difcovers the Qipe of Gxd 

Hcpe/m, 53. 
Vati^ Town and Harbour in the 

Ifland of SamMy ii. 330, 331. 
V( get at ton of Stones, i. 313. 
Vclitri/\. 186. • 
Venafro^ famous for its Oil, i. 

2n.- 
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VimiJ/in^ County of, whence its 
Name, i. 6i. how it came 
into the Hands of the Pope^ 
62. 
Venice^ its Origin^ i. 230. 
Strength of its Situation, ih. 
ihinds on a great Number of 
Iflands, 231. its Bridge call'd 
ikt^ialtwy ik Gondohi's, 231. 
Square and Church of St. 
MarJk, 233. Treafury of St. 
MarJt^ 234. its Tower or 
Steeple, ik I>oge*s Fkhce, 
235. feveral Chnrches, ih. 
the Arfenal, 236. Palaces of 
the Nobility, 238. Rife and 
Conftitution of the RepoUick, 
239. the Doge and Councils, 
241 —244. the ViMiium Po- 
.liticks founded upon wicked 
or diihonourahle MaximSy 24 J . 
their Ecdefiaflical Govern- 
ment, ib. Charater of their 
Clergy, and Religious of both 
SeiEes, 247. Military Govern- 
4nent, Forces, Revenues, In- 
terefts. Trade and Manufa- 
dlurcs, 247 — 250. Diverii- 
ons of the Carnival, 251. 
Feftivalof St.Miri, 253. Ce- 
remony of the Doge^s mar- 
rying the Sea, 254. Vautim 
Nobility, 255. Women,256. 
Courteians and Cbncubines, 
ih. Vimtians generally igno- 
rant about Matters oS Religi- 
on, 257. fomeof thelncon- 
veniencies and Advantages of 
Femci^ ib. its Territories in 
Italy^ 258. 

Fenus of Medicis^ a celebrated 
Statue, i. 102. 

Vtrftulles^ Palace and Gardens 
of, i. 9, 10, II. 

Vefitnnus^ Defcription of that 
burning Mountain, i. 192. 
Account of a remarkable E«. 



ruption, takes from the Aitf« 
lofofbicml TramfmSkm^. 19$. 

ViaFUtmmm^ i. 119, 188. Jp- 
fia, 187, 188. 

Vumm^ in vain befieged by the 
TWi/, ii. 122. 

Vi€tm§^ in Dmipbiui^ 1. ^4. Tra* 
ditkns there conoemuig Pm* 
ibu FilaN, 55. Rains of fe- 
veral ^Munr Scmdures, iiid. 
its Mannfadnies, iL , 

Fam An/ifim; \u 312, 

Firgir% Tomb, i. 198. the 
common Pcc^e of Naples 
believe he was a Magician, 

Fitirhf L 119, 

Fixur (GrmJ) Natore of his 

Office, ii. 86, ^ fefi. 
VLuhi^ i. 374, 
Folifi, ii. 321, 328. 
F(rju^ of theReli^ous, ii. 262. 

JTJALLJ^ Officer who pt- 
yy troles about the Streets of 

Quro^ iii. 391. 
WmitrSpomt^ Account of that 
furprizing Phaenomenon , u 

274, 275. Means nfed by 
die Stenen to di(perfe it, 

275, 276- 

JFof (dtUrout) at Jerufalfm^ 
ill. 139. 

Wmfwodf^ or Fofvode^ i. 297. 

lFell(Ja:o!r%) iu. 1 1 9. U[t StO . 
ly concerning it, 120. 79- 
fifb^ WeU defcribed, 264. 
26c. 

X^W, (Ftrfian) iii. 305. 

mite Pr§m9nt9ry^ iii. 94. 

WiUermefi of St. J^lm the Bap-, 
tin, iii. 163. on what Food 
he liwd there, ikd. the Con- 
vent, 164. what the J,^vt 
mewl hy tL fFs/dei-me/j, 163. 
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fflfidr,\tTy hot ones, iiiV 331, 

365. 
ff^iwf, difFerent Sorts among 

the Tttris^ ii. 156 — 158. 

Argoments for and againft a 

Pliuality of Wives, 159 — 

165. 
Wo^ld, ancient Tradition a- 
- mong the Jews thac it was to 

kft ^ix thou£uid Years, iii. 

238. 
Werral, SoTtoi Lizard^ iii. 326. 



•XTinVPHJCr of the 
/\ primitive ChrifUans, what, 

iii. 349. 
Xerx£s^ Paffage of his Army o- 
ver the HeUiJpont, i. 440. 
caufes the Sea to be uhipp^d, 
441 . fends a threatening Let- 
ter to Moont ^/^/, ib. 



7AM Suph, the Red Sea fo 
call'd by the Hibrtws^ iii. 
369. 



Yezdegni^ At9l of, in Ufe a- 

mongft the Firfians, ii. 200. 



ZJBULON; Plain of, iii. 
ICO. 

Zma^AUf a Sort of Fmit, 
of which a fine Oil is made by 
the Arabs ^ iii. 152. 

Zaims^ ii. 107. 

Zant^ its Currant Trade, i. 250. 

ZemziH^ Well near Mecea^ which 
the Pilgrims drink of, ii. 246. 

ZiMdicbi/m^ what, ii. 178. 

Z/w, fome Account of that 
Philofopher, ii. 408. 

ZitSy Ifland, and Town of the 
fame Name, i. 317. 

Zia, anciently />/«, high Moun- 
tain in the Ifland of Naxh^ 
i. 303. 

Zib, iii. 95. 

Zobah, a Kingdom of Sjria^ in. 
26. the Kingdom ot Damaf- 
CMS rofe upon its Ruins, 28. 
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